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Docket BCCP-08-003: BOULDER COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN UPDATE 

Environmental Resources Element Text and Maps Request to the county Planning 

Commission to adopt the text and map revisions to the BCCP Environmental Resources Element as 

approved by the Planning Commission on June 19, 2013, December 18, 2013, and June 18, 2014. 

Staff Planner: Peter Fogg, Senior Planner 

Action Requested: Adoption – public testimony will be taken 

 

SUMMARY After 20 months of hearings, study sessions and open houses, the Planning Commission 

has approved Docket BCCP-08-0003, a major rewrite of the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan 

Environmental Resources Element (ERE). The resulting document includes: 

 

 an introductory narrative Overview that describes the intent of the Element, the kinds of 

geographic coverages or scales considered when developing the policies, and the 

types/significance of environmental resources, both designated and undesignated, to which 

the policies apply; 

 eight new or revised goals; 

 nineteen new or revised policies, eight of which apply across the unincorporated county 

(“General Policies for Environmental Resources”); and 

 seven new maps. 

Pursuant to the state County Planning Act CRS 30-28-106 it is the duty of a county planning 

commission to make and adopt a master plan and/or amend an existing plan (30-28-108.) 

Planning commissions have the authority to adopt/amend master plans in whole, in chapters 

or in other logical divisions. It has been our policy to refer Planning Commission approvals 

of BCCP revisions to the Commissioners’ for their review and acceptance before the 

Planning Commission proceeds to adopt the changes. The Commissioners’ may request that 

Planning Commission revisit the revisions in order to consider some changes before 

adoption, but ultimately the Planning Commission has sole authority in deciding whether or 

not to do so. Staff presented Docket BCCP-08-003 to the Board of County Commissioners 

on September 11
th

 seeking their acceptance, which was given unanimously and with 

commendation for the work done. 

BOULDER COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 

 

October 15, 2014 

Afternoon Session – 1:30 PM 

 

AGENDA ITEM 3 

 

Commissioners’ Hearing Room, Third Floor 

Boulder County Courthouse, 1325 Pearl Street 



At the same hearing staff asked for and received authorization from the Commissioners to 

proceed with Land Use Code text amendments to reflect those text and map changes as 

Docket DC-14-0003. Staff has begun drafting a working document. The changes are 

primarily in deleting old ERE references (map names, designated resources, ERE goals and 

policies citations) and replacing them with the new names, designations and citations. Public 

hearing notices, referrals, website information, and other procedural steps will be followed as 

the drafting proceeds after Planning Commission’s adoption of BCCP-08-0003. 

 

The precedent of amending existing individual Elements and developing new ones apart from 

doing a cover-to-cover BCCP revision has been a long established practice in Boulder 

County. Originally adopted in 1978, the Environmental Resources Element continues to be 

the most frequently and widely used section of the BCCP for land use planning purposes as 

well as the most requested and visited Element by the public and other parties. Given its 

prominence, staff strongly believes that updates should be adopted, made publicly available, 

and promptly put into use when new information and knowledge about intrinsic 

environmental resource values, management, significance, distribution and stewardship are 

developed.  

 

ATTACHMENTS 

 

A.  Environmental Resources Element Text - Approved by Planning Commission June 

18, 2014 

B.  Environmental Resources Element Maps - Approved by Planning Commission 

December 18, 2013 

C.  Boulder County Comprehensive Plan Update Website – Table of Contents and 

website links to ERE text drafts, maps, supporting materials, public comments, and 

all Planning Commission/County Commissioner/Parks and Open Space Advisory 

Committee public hearings (in chronological order and with staff memos) 
 

BACKGROUND The last significant update to the Environmental Resources Element had 

been in the mid-1990s. That Element ultimately contained 67 policies and two maps. This 

update began in early 2013. The baseline criteria for the update assessment were selected to 

identify whether goals, policies and maps were: 

 

  Out of date 

  No longer applicable 

  Redundant or conflicting with other policies 

  Unclear as to their meaning 

 Programmatic  rather than policy 

Using these criteria, staff from the Land Use, Parks and Open Space, Transportation and 

Public Health Departments reviewed the 67 existing policies and two maps, subsequently 

preparing a new draft Element. Since then two open houses were held along with two Parks 

and Open Space Advisory Committee hearings, two County Commissioner hearings and nine 

Planning Commission hearings/study sessions. Approval of the text changes and maps was 

given by the Planning Commission on June 19, 2013. 

 



An additional policy was added and approved by the Planning Commission on June 18, 2014 

and is incorporated as General Policies for Environmental Resources ER 1.03 on page 5 of 

Attachment A. This policy was developed in response to the extensive and passionately 

debated issue over whether a proactive statement on “rights of nature” should or should not 

be asserted in the BCCP, which was carried on for several months before the Planning 

Commission as well as in correspondence to the staff, the Commissioners, the media, and 

others. At the general direction of the Planning Commission, a small working group of four 

persons was selected by staff, two supporting inclusion of  a “rights of nature” position into 

the ERE and two opposed, to discuss through a facilitated process whether or not some 

mutually acceptable language could be developed requiring that species protection and 

preservation be given equal if not greater weight among the other factors considered in 

reviewing and making decisions on land use proposals and activities…in other words 

something between a categorical “yes” or “no” stance on the subject. 

 

Although the small working group could not reach an agreement, their efforts and the various 

revised proposals that had been floated in other conversations led to the drafting and and 

approval of the following language: 

 

“Acknowledging our responsibility to ensure that naturally occurring ecosystems and their 

native species populations continue to exist and flourish in Boulder County, Boulder County 

will develop conservation and recovery plans for priority Species of Special Concern.” 

 

RECOMMENDATION Staff recommends that the Boulder County Planning Commission  

ADOPT the text and map revisions to the BCCP Environmental Resources Element as 

approved by the Commission on June 19, 2013, December 18, 2013, and June 18, 2014.  
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Critical Wildlife Habitats

An area of unique habitat
which has a crucial role in
sustaining populations of
native wildlife and in
perpetuating and encouraging
a diversity of native species
in the county. The area may
be significantly productive
habitat or particularly vital to
the life requirements of
species that are critically
imperiled or vulnerable to
extirpation.

Wildlife Migration Corridors

A specific, delineated area of
known elk migration
movement for a major elk
herd in Boulder County.
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Zone 1 Mouse Management Area (MMA)

Area s in w hich PMJM is kno w n to  o ccur,
including a dja cent ha bita t pa tches tha t a re
likely to  be o ccupied.  Ma na gem ent sho uld
em pha size m a inta ining higher qua lity
ripa ria n ha bita t a nd higher num bers o f m ice.
Area s o f po o r qua lity a re prio rities fo r
resto ra tio n w ith high expecta tio ns fo r
success.
Zone 2 Possible Linkages

Linka ges a re designa ted fo r po pula tio ns tha t
o nce o ccurred a s a  single unit, but a re no w
fra gm ented.  Linka ges pro vide a dequa te
structure fo r a  few  m ice to  “m a ke it to  the
o ther side”, fa cilita ting dispersa l, po pula tio n
m a intena nce, a nd genetic excha nge.
Zone 3 Suitable Contiguous Habitat

Area s o f suita ble ha bita t tha t a re co ntiguo us
to  a  kno w n po pula tio n a nd a re no t kno w n to
be o ccupied by PMJM (i.e. PMJM either
ha ve no t been ca ptured o r no  tra pping ha s
o ccurred).
Zone 4 Potential Restoration, Contiguous

Area s no t kno w n to  be o ccupied but
co ntiguo us w ith kno w n po pula tio ns w here
resto ra tio n o f unsuita ble o r degra ded ha bita t
co uld result in a  significa nt increa se in a
PMJM po pula tio n.
Zone 5 Suitable, Noncontiguous Habitat

Area s o f suita ble ha bita t tha t a re NOT
co ntiguo us to  a  kno w n po pula tio n a nd a re
no t kno w n to  be o ccupied by PMJM.
Foothills Perennial Stream Habitat

Area s o f suita ble PMJM ha bita t a lo ng
fo o thills perennia l strea m s up to  7,600 ft. in
eleva tio n no t co vered under o ne o f the o ther
designa tio ns. PMJM a re kno w n to  o ccupy
ripa ria n ha bita t up to  this eleva tio n (USFWS
2004).

2013 Upda te

Ha bita t Co nserva tio n Area s a re a da pted fro m
the “Po ssible Co nserva tio n Zo nes” o f the
PMJM Co nserva tio n Ha ndbo o k.  The
designa tio ns guide co nserva tio n o f PMJM
ha bita t w ith the o vera rching go a l o f a iding
in the reco very o f this Threa tened species.  

Habitat Conservation Areas Descriptions
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Rare Plant Areas

An area known to have or
have a high likelihood of
having occurrences of Plant
Species of Special Concern.

Significant Natural
Communities

An area where a combination
of plant species (a plant
association) that is critically
imperiled or vulnerable to
extirpation is present.
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Riparian Areas

An area recognized by the
presence of linear bands of
trees, shrubs, and
herbaceous vegetation along
a waterway where plant
communities and soil
moisture differ from
surrounding upland
vegetation and soils

Wetlands

Lands transitional between
terrestrial and aquatic
systems where the water
table is usually at or near the
surface or the land is covered
by shallow water with one or
more of the following
attributes: (1) at least
periodically, the land supports
predominantly hydrophytes
(wetland plants); (2) the
substrate is predominantly
un-drained hydric soil; and/or
(3) the substrate is non-soil
and is saturated with water or
covered by shallow water at
some time during the growing
season of each year (USFWS
1993).
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Natural Landmarks

A landscape feature
designated solely for its
visual and scenic prominence
that distinguishes a specific
locality in Boulder County.

Natural Areas

An area especially unique
and important to the natural
heritage of the county that
typifies native vegetation and
associated biological and
geological features and
provides habitat for rare or
endangered animal or plant
species; or includes geologic
or other natural features of
scientific or educational
value.
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B1: Outstanding Biodiversity Significance
(Irreplacable)

An area that on a global scale is
irreplaceable. The area has a concentration
of four or more globally critically imperiled to
globally imperiled (G1-G2) element
occurrences that are in excellent or good (A-
or B-ranked) condition.

B2: Very High Biodiversity Significance
(Nearly Irreplacable)

An area that on a global scale is nearly
irreplaceable and significance on a national
scale. An area has a concentration of
several biodiversity elements that are
globally rare (G3) and/or species that are
common globally (G4 or G5) but rare within
Colorado.

B3: High Biodiversity Significance

An area that has state-wide importance. The
area has a concentration of several
biodiversity elements that are more common
globally but are excellent or good for this
ecoregion.

2013 Update

An area with a concentration of rare
environmental resources that represents one
of the greatest opportunities for preserving
specific aspects of Boulder County’s natural
heritage. These areas have been identified
and rank ed by the CSU Natural Heritage
Program.

High Biodiversity Areas



!
!
!
!
!
!
!

! ! ! ! !!
!

!
!
!

! ! ! ! ! ! !

! ! ! ! !

!

! ! ! ! ! !

!
!
!

!
!
!

!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!

N
75T

H
ST

N
63

RD
S T

N E LSON
RD

R IDGE RD

SU
NS

ET
ST

ELDORA RD

N1
15T

HS
TN

71S
T

ST

DILLON RD

N 45TH ST

N63RDST

N7
7T

HS
T

OVERLAND RD

SAINT VRAIN RD

NEVA RD

N
57T

H
ST

LEE

HILL
DR

LEFTHAND

CAN YON DR

CH
ER

RY
VA

LE
RD

FLA
GS

TAF
F

RD

N7
9T

HS
T

NIWOT RD

N

75T
H

ST

ARAPAHOE RD

N8
3R

DS
T

N
115

TH
ST

INDEPENDENCE RD

EA
ST

CO
UN

TY
LIN

E
RD

SAINT VRAIN RD

WOODLAND RD

N

65T
H

ST

NIWOT RD

LOOKOUT RD

GROSS
D AM RD

N
75T

H
ST

N
83R

D
ST

N7
3R

DS
T

J AM ES CANYON DR

C OLD SPRINGS R D

ELD ORA S K I RD

VALMONT RD

N

95
TH

ST

O L
D E

ST
A G

E
RD

SUG ARLOAF
RD

N

95T
H

ST

HYGIENE RD

MAGNOLIA DR
FOU RMILE

CANYON

D R

G OLD HILL
RD

EA
ST

CO
UN

TY
LIN

E
RD

SOUTH BOULDER RD

GOLD
H ILL RD

COAL

CREEK CANYO N
DR

PEAK TO
PEA K

SCENIC
BYWAY

BOULDE R

CANYON

D R

DIAGONAL HWY

MA
IN

ST

UTE HWY

SOUTH
SAINT

VR

AIN
DR

NORTH

SA
INT

VRAIN DR

MA RSHALL DR

ELDORAD O
SPRINGS

DR

BR
OA

DW
AY

BROADWAY

MINERAL RD

N

107
TH

ST

MAG
NO LIA

DR

N
FOOTH

ILL
S

HW Y

BOULDER
CANYON

DR

NORTHWEST PKWY (Toll)

DENVER-BOULDER TURNPIKE

BUFFALO HIGHWAY

SUG ARL O AF

RD

FOUR MILE CANYO N
D R

HYGIENE RD

SUNSH I N E

CAN YON DR

CANYON BLVD

SOUTH BOULDER RD

AIR
PO

RT
RD

PEA K

TO

PEA K
SC

EN
IC

BY W AY

SP
INE

RD

PEAK

TO

PEAK

SCENIC

BYWAY

N
76

TH
ST

26

35

ROGERS RD

KEN PRATT PKWY

N
119

TH
ST

GOLD
RUN RD

28T
H

ST

SO
U T

H
FO

OT
HIL

LS
HW

Y

LE
FT

HA
ND

CA
NYON DR

JAY RD
JASPER RD

ISABELLE RD

VALM O NT RD

N

61
ST

ST

N
63

RD
ST JAY RD

N

95T
H

ST

BASELINE RD

S
12

0T
H

ST

EMPIRE RD

Allens Lake

Autrey
Res.

Baseline
 Res.

Beaver
 Res.

Bohn Lake

Boulder
Res.

Brainard Lake

Burch

Burke Lake

Clover Basin Res.

Copeland Lake

Cowdrey Res.
  No. 2

Crystal
Lake

Davis Res.

Divide
 Res.

Dodd
Res.

Eagle Lake

Eggleston Res.
No. 4

Elwood
Res.

Erie Lake

Foothills

Frigid Lake

Frozen
Lake

Gaynor
Lake

Glacier
Lake

Gold Lake

Goose Lake

Green Lake

Green Lakes

Gross

Harper
Lake

Highland
  Res.
 No.2

Hillcrest
Lake

Hodgson-Harris
   Res.

Independent
  Res.

Ish Res.

Island Lake

Jasper Lake

Jenny Lake

Knoth
Res.

Kossler Lake

Lagerman
Res.

Lake

Lake
Waneka

Left Hand
Res.

Left Hand Valley
Res. No. 2

Leggett-
Owen
Res.

Longmont
Res.

Lost Lake

Louisville Res.

Marfell
Lakes

Marshall
 Lake

McCall Lake

McCaslin
Lake

Mesa
Res.

Mitchell
Lake

Ouzel Lake

Panama
Res. No. 1

Prince
Lake 
No. 1

Prince Lake
No. 2

Rainbow Lakes

Red Rock
Lake

Res.

Res.

Sandbeach Lake

Sawhill 
  Ponds

Silver Lake

Sixmile
Res.

Stapp
Lakes

Stearns
Lake

Steele
Lakes Swede Lakes

Teller Lake

Terry
Lake

Thunder
Lake

Trevarton
Res.

Triple Lakes

Tumbleson
Lake

Twin
Lakes

Valmont
 Res.

Walker
Res.

Wonderland
Lake

Yankee Doodle
Lake

Bell Gulch
Cr eek

Boulder Creek

Coal Creek

Coal

Creek

Dr y

Creek

Dry Cree k

Dry Creek No. 1

Fourmile Creek

Hicks

Gulc h Creek

Hidden Lake

James C r eek

James
Creek

Jasper Creek

Le
ft

Hand Cr eek

Left Hand Creek

Le ft Hand

Creek

Little Thompson R i ver

North Beaver Creek

North Saint

Vrain

Creek

Rock

Creek

Saint

Vrain

Creek

Saint Vrain
Creek

Sherw ood
Creek

So
uth

Bo
ul d

er

Cr
ee

k

South

B oulder

Creek

South Fork Middle Boulder
Creek

South Sa int
Vrain

Cree
k

So uth

Saint

Vrain

Cre ek

Moomaw
 Glacier

Woodland Lake

Devils Thumb
Lake

Skyscraper Res.

Betty Lake

Bob Lake

King Lake

Storm Lake

Diamond
Lake

Upper Diamond
   Lake

Lake Dorothy

Frozen Lake

Lake Isabelle

Blue Lake

Pear Res.

Finch
Lake

Bluebird
LakePipit Lake

Junco Lake

Horse
Creek

Roaring
Fork

Creek

Delonde Creek

Caribou Cre
ek

Peterson
Lake

Lake
Eldora

Isabelle
Glacier

Glaciers

Arapaho
 Glacier

Arikaree Glacier

Navajo Glacier

Saint
Vrain

North
Fork

Middle BoulderCreek

Hor seshoe
Creek

Forsyt he
Canyon Creek

Winiger Gulch

Creek

Beaver
Cr eek

Barker Res.

Middle

Boulder
Creek

North
Boulder

C re ek

Spring Gulch Creek

Little James

Cre ek

Beaver Creek

Keplinger Lake

Lion Lake No. 2
Snowbank Lake

Chasm Lake

Lion Lake No. 1

Buttonrock Res.

Left Hand
Valley Res.

Joder
Res.

Mi ddle

Bo
uld

er

Cre ek

Penn

sylvania
Gulch

Fourmile

Creek

Midd le

Saint

Vrain Cre ek

Upper Coney Lake

Coney Lake

Red Deer
Lake

Long Lake

Lake Albion

Cab in Creek

Los Lagos Res.

South
Opalair

Res.
Glen
Res.

No rth Saint
Vrain Creek

Boul
der

Cree
k

Fourmile Canyon

Cree
k

Sixmile Creek

Left Hand
Creek

!

.

!

.

Ro
ck

Creek

North Boulder Creek

Cony Creek

Ouzel Creek

W
oods Gulch

McIntosh Lake

Clark
Lake

Gilpin County
Jefferson County

Grand County

Broomfield County

Larimer County

Weld
County

L o u i s v i l l eL o u i s v i l l e

S u p e r i o rS u p e r i o r

L o n g m o n tL o n g m o n t

L a f a y e t t eL a f a y e t t e

L y o n sL y o n s

E r i eE r i e

B o u l d e rB o u l d e r

N e d e r l a n dN e d e r l a n d

J a m e s t o w nJ a m e s t o w n

W a r dW a r d

North
St. Vrain

Rabbit
Mountain

South St.
Vrain/Foothills

East
County

Table
Mountain

Boulder Valley
Ranch/Beech
Open Space

Walker
Mountain

White
Rocks/Gunbarrel

Hill

Boulder
Mountain

Park/South Boulder

Indian
Peaks

Fourmile
Creek/Bald
Mountain

Hawkin Gulch/Walker
Ranch/Upper

Eldorado Canyon

Magnolia

!2

!9

!3

!13
!10

!11
!4

!12

!8

!1

!5

!7
!6

!14

Winiger
Ridge

Environmental
Conservation

Areas

Boulder County
Comprehensive Plan

The user agrees to all Terms of Use set forth by Boulder County
For Terms of Use, please visit: www.bouldercounty.org/mapdisclaimer

²
0 1.5 30.75 Miles

Environmental
Conservation Areas

Areas of the County that
possess a relatively low
amount of fragmentation,
contain high quality natural
resources or habitats, are
designated at a sufficient size
to provide ecological benefit,
and/or have significant
potential for restoration

Overland Habitat
Connectors
! ! !

Areas of wildlife movement
across relatively
unfragmented landscapes
which provides connectivity
among Environmental
Conservation Areas

Riparian Habitat
Connectors

Areas of wildlife movement
adjacent to relative
unfragmented waterways
which provides connectivity
among Environmental
Conservation Areas
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Boulder County Comprehensive Plan Update 

Outreach efforts in 2011 introduced the existing Boulder County Comprehensive Plan (BCCP) to 

residents, explored how the Comprehensive Plan has shaped the county, and provided reasons for 

initiating a review and modernization of the plan. At these meetings staff introduced draft language on the 

Guiding Principles that provided direction for the Comprehensive Plan with the orientation toward 

sustainability. The Guiding Principles  (250 KB) were approved by the Planning Commission on January 

18, 2012. The next steps for the Comprehensive Plan update will be to review the elements within the 

Plan. Gaining public input into the BCCP update effort is critical to planning for the future of Boulder 

County.  

The Planning Commission authorized the Land Use Department to proceed with an update to the Boulder 

County Comprehensive Plan at its September 16, 2009 meeting. Please send your comments via the Ask 

a Planner webform.  

Subscribe to get email updates and keep up-to-date on update meetings and other pertinent information. 

 

Environmental Resources Element Update 

 

Goals & Policies Approved by Planning Commission (6/19/2013) 

 Overview, Goals & Policies  (192 KB)  

Maps Approved by Planning Commission (12/18/2013) 

 Critical Wildlife Habitats & Wildlife Migration Corridors  (1 MB)  

 Preble's Meadow Jumping Mouse Conservation Areas  (2 MB)  

 Rare Plant Areas & Significant Natural Communities  (2 MB)  

 Wetlands & Riparian Areas  (2 MB)  

 Natural Areas & Natural Landmarks  (1 MB)  

 High Biodiversity Areas  (1 MB)  

 Environmental Conservation Areas  (1 MB)  

Primary Supporting Materials 

 List of Wildlife Species of Special Concern  (504 KB)  

 List of Plant Species & Plant Communities of Special Concern  (182 KB)  

 Critical Wildlife Habitat Criteria & Summary List  (360 KB)  

 Wetland & Riparian Criteria  (13 KB)  

 Environmental Conservation Areas Criteria & List  (220 KB)  

Supplemental Materials to the Environmental Resources Element 

 Summary of Updates  (431 KB)  

http://www.bouldercounty.org/property/build/pages/bccp.aspx
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/PC_approved_%20Guiding%20Principles_01192012.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/gov/boards/pages/pc.aspx
http://www.bouldercounty.org/property/build/pages/askaplanner.aspx
http://www.bouldercounty.org/property/build/pages/askaplanner.aspx
http://www.bouldercounty.org/property/build/pages/bccpupdate.aspx#email
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-ere-goals.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-migration-er.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-prebbles-er.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-plants-er.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-wetland-er.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-nlna-er.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-hba-er.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-eca-er.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-wssc.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-plant-concern.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-whabitat-criteria.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-wetland-criteria.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-eca-criteria.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-summary.pdf


 Supplemental Materials  (4 MB)  

 Critical Wildlife Habitat & Wildlife Migration Corridors Descriptions (814 KB)   

 Environmental Conservation Area Descriptions  (3 MB)  

 List of Subject Matter Experts (28 KB)   

Public Comment 

 Comments Received During the Update Process  (1 MB)  

 

Past Public Meetings 
 
 

Docket BCCP-08-003: Environmental Resources Element Update 

Planning Commission voted (8-0) to approve the following language as a new policy for 

inclusion to the Environmental Resources Element of the BCCP: "Acknowledging our 

responsibility to ensure that naturally occurring ecosystems and their native species 

populations continue to exist and flourish in Boulder County, Boulder County will develop 

conservation and recovery plans for priority Species of Special Concern." 

Staff Planners: Peter Fogg and William Davidson 

Date: June 18, 2014 

Documents: Staff Report to Planning Commission for June 18, 2014  (3 MB)  

 

Docket BCCP-08-003: Environmental Resources Element Update 

Planning Commission voted (5-0) to approve draft language, asking staff to edit/clean up if 

appropriate and bring it back to the June 18th Planning Commission meeting for final 

action: "Acknowledging our responsibility to ensure that naturally occurring ecosystems and 

their native species populations continue to exist and flourish in Boulder County, Boulder 

County will develop conservation and recovery plans for priority species of special concern." 

Public testimony was taken. 

Staff Planners: Pete Fogg and Bill Davidson 

Date: May 21, 2014 

Documents:  

 Staff Report to Planning Commission for May 21, 2014  (2 MB)  

 Public Comment received through May 21, 2014  (556 KB)  

 

Docket BCCP-08-003: Environmental Resources Element Maps Update 

The Boulder County Land Use and Parks and Open Space departments presented the 

updated Environmental Resources Element to the Board of County Commissioners for 

discussion and suggestions, and for public comment. The updated Boulder County 

Comprehensive Plan Environmental Resources Element, as approved by the Planning 

Commission on December 18, 2013, is newly updated with revised narrative, goals, policies, 

and maps. 

Staff Planners: Pete Fogg and Bill Davidson – Land Use; Justin Atherton-Wood – Parks and 

Open Space 

http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-supp.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-whabitat-desc.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-eca-desc.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-sme.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp-comments.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003pcrec06182014.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003staffreport20140521.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003publiccomment20140521.pdf


Date: February 11, 2014 

Documents: 

 Board of County Commissioners Agenda for February 11, 2014   

 Staff Report to Board of County Commissioners for February 11, 2014  (7 MB) 

 

Docket BCCP-08-003: Environmental Resources Element Maps Update 

Planning Commission review and action on the updated maps for the Environmental 

Resources Element. Public Testimony was taken. 

Staff Planners: Pete Fogg and Bill Davidson – Land Use; Justin Atherton-Wood – Parks and 

Open Space 

When: December 18, 2013 

Documents: Staff Report to Planning Commission for December 18, 2013  (10 MB) 

 

Docket BCCP-08-003: Environmental Resources Element Maps Update  

Planning Commission review of the updated maps for the Environmental Resources Element. 

Public Testimony was taken. 

Date: November 20, 2013 

Documents: Planning Commission Agenda for November 20, 2013  (268 KB) 

 

Docket BCCP-08-003 Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee (POSAC) 

POSAC review of proposed updates to the Environmental Resources Element of the Boulder 

County Comprehensive Plan. Public Testimony was taken. 

Date: November 21, 2013 

Documents: POSAC Agenda for November 21, 2013  (17 MB) 

 

Docket BCCP-08-003 Open House: An open house regarding proposed updates to the 

environmental resource maps in the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan (the BCCP) will be 

held in Boulder on Tuesday, October 29. The map update process has been occurring in 

conjunction with the updates to the Goals and Policies of the Environmental Resources 

Element that were approved by Planning Commission in July 2013. Like all the elements and 

maps in the BCCP, these maps are used to inform decision-making about land uses and 

resource management in the county. The last time these maps were updated was in 1995. 

What: Open house for proposed map updates presentation 

Date: October 29, 2013 

 

 

Boulder County Comprehensive Plan Update 

Study Session: Planning Staff report on Rights of Nature Movement as requested by 

Planning Commission at their June 19, 2013 meeting. Public Testimony was taken. 

Action Requested: Information item, no action requested. 

Staff Planners: Pete Fogg 

Date: October 16, 2013 

Documents: Staff Report on Rights of Nature Movement for October 16, 2013  (2 MB) 

 

http://bouldercountyco.suiteonemedia.com/web/Player.aspx?id=326&key=-1&mod=-1&mk=-1&nov=0
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/BCCP08003staffrecBOCC20140211.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003pc20131218.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/pc1311agn.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/parks/posacmin112113.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/apps/newsroom/templates/bc12.aspx?articleid=3810
http://www.bouldercounty.org/apps/newsroom/templates/bc12.aspx?articleid=3810
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/rightsofnature20131016.pdf


Docket BCCP-08-003: Environmental Resources Element Revision Update  

Planning Commission review of the draft Environmental Resources Element update, 

including revisions prepared by staff pursuant to the May 15, 2013 Planning Commission 

hearing. Public testimony was taken. 

Action Requested: Approval 

Staff Planners: Pete Fogg and Bill Davidson 

Date: June 19, 2013 

Documents: BCCP-08-003: Staff Report to Planning Commission for June 19, 2013  (2 

MB) 

 

 

Docket BCCP-08-003: Environmental Resources Element Revision Update  

Planning Commission review of the draft Environmental Resources Element update, 

including revisions prepared by staff pursuant to the April 4, 2013 Planning Commission 

hearing. Public Testimony was taken. 

Action Requested: Approval 

Staff Planners: Pete Fogg and Bill Davidson – Land Use; Justin Atherton-Wood – Parks and 

Open Space 

Date: May 15, 2013 

Documents:    

 Staff Report to Planning Commission for May 15, 2013 (1 MB)   

 Public Comments received through May 8, 2013 (592 KB)   

Docket BCCP-08-003: Environmental Resources Element Revision Update 

Planning Commission discussion of the draft Environmental Resources Element update, 

including review of public comments and POSAC discussion. Staff requested Planning 

Commission direction for preparing revisions to the draft. Study Session - No Action 

Requested. Public Testimony was not taken. 

Staff Planners: Peter Fogg and William Davidson. 

Date: April 4, 2013 

Documents:   

 BCCP-08-003: Staff Report for Planning Commission for April 4, 2013 (5 MB)   

 Public Comments received through April 4, 2013 (592 KB)   

  

Parks and Open Space Advisory Committee Public Hearing: The Parks and Open 

Space Advisory Committee (POSAC) reviewed and discussed the proposed update to the 

Environmental Resources Element at their meeting on February 28. Staff presented an 

overview of the proposed update and a summary of input provided at the Open House held 

on February 6. POSAC made a recommendation to the Planning Commission (PC) for 

approval of the updated goals and policies of the element with minor text changes. 

Staff Presenters: Resource Planners Justin Atherton-Wood and Ron West. 

Date:  February 28, 2013 

Documents: POSAC agenda, staff memo, and supplemental materials for February 28, 

2013  (5 MB) 

http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003pcrec06192013.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003pcrec20130515.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003comments.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/gov/boards/pages/posac.aspx
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003staffreport20130404.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003comments.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/gov/boards/pages/posac.aspx
http://www.bouldercounty.org/gov/boards/pages/posac.aspx
http://www.bouldercounty.org/gov/boards/pages/pc.aspx
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/parks/posacmin022813.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/parks/posacmin022813.pdf


 

Boulder County Comprehensive Plan Environmental Resources Element Open 

House: The Land Use and Parks & Open Space Departments are held an open house to 

present and discuss a proposed draft update of the current Boulder County Comprehensive 

Plan Environmental Resources Element goals and policies. The draft is part of an on-going 

project to revise and update the Comprehensive Plan, which is now 35 years old. 

Date: February 6, 2013 

Documents: Comprehensive Plan Environmental Resources Element Draft, January 25, 

2013 (198 KB)   

Docket BCCP-08-003: Boulder County Comprehensive Plan update - Environmental Resources 

Element revision update: Briefing on schedule for Environmental Resources Element update including 

POSAC in January and Planning Commission in the next two months. Informational Item – No Action 

Requested. Public testimony was not taken. 

Date: January 16, 2013 

Documents: Staff Report for Planning Commission for January 16, 2013 (122 KB)  

 
Boulder County Comprehensive Plan Update Documents 

 BCCP-08-003: Staff Report for Planning Commission for May 15, 2013 (1 MB)   

 BCCP-08-003: Public Comments received through April 4, 2013 (592 KB)   

 BCCP-08-003: Staff Report for Planning Commission for April 4, 2013  (5 MB)  

 BCCP-08-003: Review Guide for Comprehensive Plan Environmental Resources Element Goals, 

February 6, 2013 (187 KB)   

 BCCP-08-003: Comprehensive Plan Environmental Resources Element Open House presentation, 

February 6, 2013 (2 MB)   

 BCCP-08-003: Comprehensive Plan Environmental Resources Element Draft, January 25, 

2013 (198 KB)   

 BCCP-08-003: Staff Report for Planning Commission, January 16, 2013 (122 KB)   

 

http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003eredraft20130225.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003eredraft20130225.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003pc01162013.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003pcrec20130515.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003comments.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003staffreport20130404.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003erguide20130206.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003erguide20130206.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003presentation20130206.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003presentation20130206.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003eredraft20130225.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003eredraft20130225.pdf
http://www.bouldercounty.org/doc/landuse/bccp08003pc01162013.pdf



