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AGENDA 

1. County Staff Presentation 
2. Planning Commission Q & A 
3. Public Comment  

(3-min allowance per individual speaker) 
4. Planning Commission Discussion & Action 
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BACKGROUND 
• June 9, 2015 – BOCC authorized Land Use staff to moved forward as the present 

regulations do not offer sufficient protections to health and safety. 
 
• Northern Front Range Recreational Sport Shooting Management Partnership – 

has been working to address issues around dispersed shooting for several years. 
Partners include: Boulder County, U.S. Forest Service, Arapaho & Roosevelt 
National Forests and Pawnee National Grassland, Colorado Parks & Wildlife- 
Northeast Region, Clear Creek County, Gilpin County, and Larimer County. 

 
• There are potential impacts to residents and recreational users in areas near 

proposed ranges. However, the impacts of dispersed shooting on safety and the 
general ability of members of the public to enjoy the outdoors are of concern. 
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BACKGROUND cont’d 

• Dedicated locations with proper safety and noise requirements will better 
protect values and allow the Forest Service to reduce the areas available for 
dispersed shooting. 

 
• This docket is not about any particular site, but it is an effort for provide the 

county with the appropriate regulatory framework for reviewing a site. Firing 
Ranges are currently allowed under the Outdoor Recreation use classification. 

 
• The proposed regulations would permit a shooting range by Special Review in 

Light Industrial, General Industrial, Forestry, and Agricultural Zoning Districts. 
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PUBLIC COMMENTS & REFERRALS 
2 referrals (Parks and Open Space and Transportation) 
5 detailed public comments regarding the proposed regulations 
4 public comments regarding site placement (a separate county process)  
 
• 14 changes were made to the proposed regulations based on comments received during 

the referral period. General formatting updates and minor text edits were also included. 
• 15 suggestions were not integrated into the proposed regulations (see memo) 
• Themes: 

• Review process 
• Setback distances from residential structures, trails, etc.  
• Acceptable noise levels 
• Hours of operation 
• Enforcement 
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PROPOSED TEXT 
AMENDMENTS 
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• Article 18 – New Definitions  
• 18-195A: Shotfall Zone 
• 18-207A: Surface Danger Zones 

• Article 4-510 – New Use – Firing Range, Outdoor 
• Article 4-602 – Special Provisions, Special Review for 

Firing Range, outdoor use 
 
 

PROPOSED REGULATIONS OVERVIEW 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS - ARTICLE 18  
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS - ARTICLE 4-510 



PROPOSED AMENDMENTS - ARTICLE 4-510 cont’d 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS - ARTICLE 4-602 

a. Range Design 
b. Security 
c. Parking  
d. Noise 
e. Range Orientation 
f. Backstops 

 
 
 
 
 

g. Roads, trails, waterways 
h. Environmental stewardship plan 
i. Operational Requirements 
j. Enforcement 
k. Substantial modification 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS - ARTICLE 4-602 cont’d 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS - ARTICLE 4-602 cont’d 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS - ARTICLE 4-602 cont’d 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS - ARTICLE 4-602 cont’d 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS - ARTICLE 4-602 cont’d 
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PROPOSED AMENDMENTS - ARTICLE 4-602 cont’d 
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SUMMARY AND RECOMMENDATION 
• The overall goal of these the proposed regulations is mitigate the effects of 

dispersed shooting by setting regulations that will allow dedicated shooting 
locations with proper safety and noise requirements.  

• Staff finds that proposed Land Use Code amendments meet the criteria in 
Art. 16-100 of the Land Use Code in that: 

 1. the existing text is in need of the amendment;  
 2. the amendment is not contrary to the intent and purpose of this Code; 
 3. the amendment is in accordance with the BCCP 
 
• Land Use staff recommends that the Boulder County Planning 

Commissioners approve Docket DC-15-0003: Proposed Boulder County Land 
Use Code Amendments to Article 4 and Article 18 regarding firing ranges. 
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