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(Ruth Wright’s 3-Minute Comments to Planning Board, 1-19-17)



My name is Ruth Wright, 1440 High Street, Boulder.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I submitted comments yesterday which I hope you all received.  I had too much to say in 3 minutes, and it technical stuff takes some time to absorb.

My main objection to Option D is that the entire solution is based on the 100-year flood – actually a one-percent chance of flooding in any year.

When the federal program was adopted decades ago, it was  innovative, and the 100-year criterion appeared to be reasonable.  Its purpose was to be able to pass floods with minimal damage.   It is really an insurance program, based on a federal insurance map. You abide by the requirements, you buy the subsidized insurance, and if you are flooded, you are paid.  What has happened over the decades, however, is that people used the money to rebuild in the floodplain– after all, “the 100-year flood won’t happen again in our lifetimes.” It also incentivized building beyond the 100-year line, and building levees.  What had been agricultural land, as the nation grew, became developed land.  So when floods swept through, there was even a greater damage and loss of lives than before the program.   But it took many years to get the statistics that showed the program was a bust and counter-productive to its goals.  But even now, bureaucracies up and down the line are entrenched and rigid.  It is not easy to turn around the ship of state.  

Flood control professionals usually speak of four categories of flood probabilities:  the 100-year, the 500-year, the Maximum Probable flood, and the Maximum Possible Flood.  The Colorado State Engineer has Dam Safety Standards that require that High Hazard Dams be built to withstand the Maximum Probable Flood.  A High Hazard Dam is a dam for which loss of human life is expected to result from the failure of the dam.  On page IX-1 of the Drainageway Plan, the engineers recognize that the levee at Highway #36 will be classified as a High Hazard Dam.

So the 100-year criterion is inadequate and outdated, and has disastrously increased flood losses of life and property throughout the nation – and yet here, we are – about to embark on a 44 million dollar project based on that criterion.  We should be using the 500-year flood frequency, and the engineers already have all of the basic facts to do this.  This is not an engineering decision – it is a policy decision.  It is up to us, as a city, to make that policy decision.

PLEASE reconsider.  This is the City of Boulder – intelligent and thoughtful decision-makers, progressive, up-to date, a model for other communities.    Protect our citizens as they deserve, don’t lull them into complacency and a false sense of security – only to be stunned, shocked and damaged by the next big one. 

Finally, do NOT annex CU South Campus before you have a binding, detailed contract with the University of Colorado.








Statement by Susan Kirkpatrick, former Mayor of Ft. Collins, to Planning Board, Regarding South Boulder Creek/CU South Campus, January 19, 2017



Good evening.  My name is Susan Kirkpatrick and I reside at 210 W. Magnolia St in Fort Collins.  I am here tonight at the invitation of my colleague and friend 
Ruth Wright.  Ruth and I were founding members of the Great Outdoors Colorado Board in 1994.  I am also a former Mayor and City Councilmember in Fort Collins.

In preparation for your Joint Study Session with your City Council on January 24, 2017 regarding the CU South land use, I urge you to reject Option D that is identified in the materials for Flood Control for South Boulder Creek.

My recommendation is based upon real experience in Fort Collins in the mid-1990’s and that is why I made the trip tonight to speak with you.

During the time I served on City Council and as Mayor, Stormwater masterplans were developed to assist the community with this very important interface between humans and nature.  Our early stormwater upgrades were designed to account for the 2 to 100 year flows.  Unfortunately, in 1997, the community received between10-14” of rain over a 30 hour period.  The runoff exceeded the 100 and even 500 year flows in some locations.

Five people died and 54 were injured in the 1997 flood.  Colorado State University's Morgan Library flooded and 425,000 volumes were damaged along with textbooks in the bookstore for the fall semester.

In 2004, the Fort Collins floodplain maps were completely revised using new rainfall criteria.  The community has redoubled its efforts for stormwater management.  Stormwater management is one of the hidden quality of life factors in a great city.  Our experience in Fort Collins is a cautionary tale for you as you prepare for your study session next week.

I was so impressed when I read the materials provided to you by the staff for the City of Boulder and I commend you for your community’s leadership in land use practices and citizen engagement.  It is a challenge to balance all of the competing community interests.  In this instance, I urge you to take a more cautious approach to Flood Control planning in the study area and recommend plans that are compatible with 500 year flood events.  The 100 year flood is not sufficient to protect the health, safety and welfare of your community members.
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To:  	 Members of the Boulder City Council and Planning Board

From:	 Ruth Wright

Subject:  Annexation of CU South Campus by the City of Boulder.

Date: 	January 24, 2017



What will CU develop on the CU South Campus ?  Vice Chancellor Francis Draper tells us in a  forthright manner that future development might include faculty and staff affordable workforce housing, graduate student housing and/or upper division undergraduate housing incorporated into academic villages, and academic, instructional and research facilities – the typical university campus activities extended to the South Campus.

If you disagree with some of those facilities being placed on the South Campus, please move with great caution on the proposed annexation of the CU property.  As you probably know, once the property is annexed, the City loses its regulatory powers because CU is a state institution.  However, BEFORE annexation the City and CU are both public entities that have the authority to contract with each other.  I checked this out with CU Law School Professor Emeritus Howard Klemme, a leading authority on municipal home rule powers.



The more specific the better.  A simple agreement that states that CU agrees to the body of regulations in effect at the time of the agreement is not enough.  It takes hard, decisive and specific details in a Memorandum of Understanding, or the City will be endlessly in court as CU debates the specifics of its development rights on South Campus.  And the City will probably lose.  Boulder County attempted to use its 1041 powers to regulate “CU South”.  CU went to court and won.   

What we are experiencing now is a repeat of what was going on in the early 2000s.  
An extensive engineering report (Taggart) was prepared, sponsored by four entities:  The City of Boulder, Boulder County, the Urban Drainage District and CU.  Lots of controversy ensued. Citizens were suspicious and demanded involvement.  There was much disagreement.  Finally the City and CU decided to create a CU/City Steering Committee.  That too was controversial because CU insisted that it meet in private.  Citizens howled, the Boulder Daily Camera joined the fray with an editorial:  ”Contagious stealth—City Council blunders into  CU’s secret domain.”  The Council backed off, but within a week was back on board because CU would not negotiate in public.  Unexpectedly, I was asked to be on the Steering Committee.  A memo dated from City Attorney Joe de Raismes to Mayor Will Toor (10- 29- 2002) stated: 

	“The City team recommended that former Representative Ruth Wright be invited to 	participate, in order to lend credibility to the process.  The University team responded: 	“If it helps, Ruth Wright would be fine.”   Ruth Wright confirmed her willingness  	to 	serve” but  wanted it clear that she would speak her own mind and stated :  “People of 	good will can get together and come up with a solution . . . If we lose this 	opportunity 	now, there will be many more years of conflict.” 

So began several months of negotiations, involving, if I remember correctly, CU’s Paul Tabolt and Charlie Sweet, with former Judge Richard Dana as our mediator.   City Manager Frank Bruno and  I advocated for floodplain uses at CU South, such as tennis courts, bleachers, tracks and trails, parking -- uses that would not obstruct the floodplain, endanger lives or cause damage to facilities.  We seemed to be getting there, when quite abruptly, higher- level CU administrators interrupted a meeting to abruptly tell us that the CU/City Steering Committee meetings were over.  Period.



And so here we are, 15 year later, debating these questions all over again.  I am a big supporter of CU and a grateful alumna of the Law School.  But on this issue, I URGE TOUGH, DETAILED NEGOTIATIONS RESULTING IN A BINDING AGREMENT, IF AND WHEN THE CITY DECIDES TO ANNEX, IN ORDER TO AVOID PROTRACTED COURT CASES WITH JUDGES DECIDING OUR FUTURE BASED ON STATE SOVEREIGNTY.

[bookmark: _GoBack]

























mailto:/O=BOULDER COUNTY/OU=EXCHANGE ADMINISTRATIVE GROUP (FYDIBOHF23SPDLT)/CN=RECIPIENTS/CN=WUFOOC41
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:jahnavi@gmail.com


mailto:BVCPchanges@bouldercolorado.gov


https://bouldercolorado.gov/bvcp/cu-south
https://bouldercolorado.gov/flood/south-boulder-creek-flood-mitigation-planning-study
https://bouldercolorado.gov/flood/south-boulder-creek-flood-mitigation-planning-study
https://www-static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/SBC_Flood_Option_D-1-201602051820.jpg
https://www-static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/BVCP_CU_South_Site_Suitability_Draft_Report_9-13-16-1-201609141612.pdf
https://www-static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/BVCP_CU_South_transportation_access_memo_9_12_16-1-201609131737.pdf










http://bcn.boulder.co.us/environment/fosc/history.html
http://bcn.boulder.co.us/environment/fosc/history.html
http://bcn.boulder.co.us/environment/fosc/history.html
http://bouldernordic.org/


































https://grossreservoir.org/about-the-project/


https://data.colorado.gov/Water/DWR-Dam-Safety-Data-Base-Gross-Reservoir/e4kc-7d5e/data
https://data.colorado.gov/Water/DWR-Dam-Safety-Data-Base-Gross-Reservoir/e4kc-7d5e/data
http://water.state.co.us/DWRIPub/Documents/ds_rules07.pdf


http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory-Program/Colorado/EIS-Moffat/
http://www.nwo.usace.army.mil/Missions/Regulatory-Program/Colorado/EIS-Moffat/


















mailto:bakerm@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:blaugrundb@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:feinberglopezn@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:garganol@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:goldfarba@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:hiltond@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:martinssonl@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:shanksp@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:youngd@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org


http://www.dailycamera.com/letters/ci_30772885/katie-wahr-cu-south-flood-mitigation-must-be
http://www.dailycamera.com/letters/ci_30772885/katie-wahr-cu-south-flood-mitigation-must-be
http://www.dailycamera.com/letters/ci_30772885/katie-wahr-cu-south-flood-mitigation-must-be
http://www.dailycamera.com/letters/ci_30772885/katie-wahr-cu-south-flood-mitigation-must-be
http://www.dailycamera.com/letters/ci_30772885/katie-wahr-cu-south-flood-mitigation-must-be
http://www.dailycamera.com/letters/ci_30772885/katie-wahr-cu-south-flood-mitigation-must-be


http://www.dailycamera.com/letters/ci_30772885/katie-wahr-cu-south-flood-mitigation-must-be


mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


http://maps.google.com/?q=4960 Qualla Dr.++Boulder+CO+80303+United States
mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:joynermcguire@comcast.net




http://maps.google.com/?q=4960 Qualla Dr.++Boulder+CO+80303+United States
mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:joynermcguire@comcast.net




mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org




mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:dan.johnson@aecom.com
mailto:JonesS@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:johnhgerstle@gmail.com
mailto:ArthurJ@bouldercolorado.gov


mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:dan.johnson@aecom.com
mailto:JonesS@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:johnhgerstle@gmail.com
mailto:ArthurJ@bouldercolorado.gov




http://maps.google.com/?q=4960 Qualla Drive++Boulder+CO+80303+United States
mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:dmcguirepm@hotmail.com




mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org


mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:domenicoc@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:gardnerd@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:jonese@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:bakerm@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:blaugrundb@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:feinberglopezn@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:garganol@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:goldfarba@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:hiltond@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:martinssonl@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:shanksp@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:youngd@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:appelbaumm@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:brocketta@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:burtonj@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:joness@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:morzell@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:shoemakera@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:weavers@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:yatesb@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:youngm@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:boulderplanningboard@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:WRAB@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:kadyan@gmail.com
mailto:dan.johnson@aecom.com
mailto:kvincent28@mac.com
mailto:lesley.smith@comcast.net
mailto:mark.squillace@colorado.edu
mailto:hartoghf@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:davism@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:bracyknightk@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:isaacsont@bouldercolorado.gov
mailto:brownc@bouldercolorado.gov


mailto:Laura@sbcreekactiongroup.org
http://wwww.sbcreekactiongroup.org/


mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org


mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org


mailto:amysiemel@gmail.com
mailto:bvcpchanges@bouldercolorado.gov


mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org


mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org


mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.org
mailto:Charles.Howe@Colordo.edi


mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org


mailto:flood@sbcreekactiongroup.org
mailto:qualla@amstec.com
https://www.southbouldercreekactiongroup.com/boulder-flood-2013/
https://www.southbouldercreekactiongroup.com/boulder-flood-2013/
https://www.southbouldercreekactiongroup.com/cu-south/
https://www.southbouldercreekactiongroup.com/option-d/


mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org




mailto:laura@sbcreekactiongroup.org
mailto:flood@sbcreekactiongroup.org
mailto:qualla@amstec.com
mailto:flood-bounces@sbcreekactiongroup.org
https://www.southbouldercreekactiongroup.com/boulder-flood-2013/
https://www.southbouldercreekactiongroup.com/boulder-flood-2013/
https://www.southbouldercreekactiongroup.com/cu-south/
https://www.southbouldercreekactiongroup.com/option-d/




http://maps.google.com/?q=801 Crescent Drive++Boulder+CO+80303+United States
mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:awember@yahoo.com


mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:oban21@gmail.com


mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:pmo@mediationnow.com


http://maps.google.com/?q=++Boulder+CO+80303+United States
mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:bldrroddy@yahoo.com
https://wwwstatic.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/FINAL_SBC_Mitigation_Report_082015_Reduced_-static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/FINAL__SBC_Mitigation_Report_082015_Reduced_8_17_15-1-201508171608.pdf?_ga=1.38521123.1441408621.1488751029
https://wwwstatic.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/FINAL_SBC_Mitigation_Report_082015_Reduced_-static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/FINAL__SBC_Mitigation_Report_082015_Reduced_8_17_15-1-201508171608.pdf?_ga=1.38521123.1441408621.1488751029
https://wwwstatic.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/FINAL_SBC_Mitigation_Report_082015_Reduced_-static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/FINAL__SBC_Mitigation_Report_082015_Reduced_8_17_15-1-201508171608.pdf?_ga=1.38521123.1441408621.1488751029
https://www-static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/BVCP_CU_South_Site_Suitability_Draft_Report_9-13-16-1-201609141612.pdf.
https://www-static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/BVCP_CU_South_Site_Suitability_Draft_Report_9-13-16-1-201609141612.pdf.
https://www-static.bouldercolorado.gov/docs/BVCP_CU_South_Site_Suitability_Draft_Report_9-13-16-1-201609141612.pdf.


http://maps.google.com/?q=4790 Shawnee Place++Boulder+CO+80303+United States
mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:lestakl@yahoo.com


http://maps.google.com/?q=4840 Thunderbird Dr. +Apt. 87+Boulder+CO+80303+United States
mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:dtbjhb@aol.com


http://maps.google.com/?q=46 Pima Court++Boulder+CO+80303+United States
mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:keller.kimbrough@colorado.edu


mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:allison.palmer@comcast.net


http://maps.google.com/?q=++++80303+United States
mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:dfhayden@hotmail.com


https://bouldercounty.wufoo.com/cabinet/czV6MXcz/tJOci7lmQw4%3D/flood.jpg
mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:laura@sbcreekactiongroup.org
https://www.southbouldercreekactiongroup.com/boulder-flood-2013/
https://bouldercounty.wufoo.com/cabinet/czV6MXcz/tJOci7lmQw4%3D/flood.jpg
https://bouldercounty.wufoo.com/cabinet/czV6MXcz/tJOci7lmQw4%3D/flood.jpg


http://maps.google.com/?q=350 Ponca Pl+#257+Boulder+CO+80303+United States
mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:mkforsythe@comcast.net


http://maps.google.com/?q=4845 Qualla Dr.++Boulder+CO+80303+United States
mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:levigroker@gmail.com


http://maps.google.com/?q=++Boulder+CO+80303+United States
mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:bldrroddy@yahoo.com


http://maps.google.com/?q=4890 Qualla Drive++Boulder+CO+80303+United States
mailto:no-reply@wufoo.com
mailto:Planner@bouldercounty.org
mailto:elmar@hemisphereconsulting.com

	From.pdf
	From: George Weber [mailto:gw@gwenvironmental.com]  Sent: Thursday, December 15, 2016 4:53 PM To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners Subject: BVCP update process -- Flatirons/S. Campus is located in High Hazard Gross Dam hazard zone

	From Amy Cox Siemel.pdf
	From: Amy Cox Siemel [mailto:amysiemel@gmail.com]  Sent: Thursday, March 02, 2017 11:47 AM To: bvcpchanges@bouldercolorado.gov Subject: CU South




