
DC-12-0003: Amendments to Oil and Gas Development 
Regulations 

Follow-up meeting for additional Planning Commission discussion and 
direction to staff following the September 24, 2012 public hearing regarding 
proposed Land Use Code amendments addressing oil and gas 
 

October 1, 2012 
4:00 p.m. 



AGENDA 

On September 24, 2012 Planning Commission held a Public 
Hearing to consider proposed Land Use Code amendments 
addressing oil and gas development. Public testimony was taken 
and the public hearing was closed. 
 
Today’s meeting is for Planning Commission to continue its 
discussion and provide direction to staff.  
 
No public testimony will be taken at today’s meeting. 
 
 



ANTICIPATED SCHEDULE &  
OPPORTUNITIES FOR INPUT 

 

*Moratorium in effect until February 4, 2013* 
 
UPCOMING Planning Commission Review of Draft Regulations: 
• October 17 at 1:30 PM – Planning Commission’s regular monthly meeting. 
• October 30 at 4:00 PM – Planning Commission’s final meeting on the Draft Regulations 

if they have not provided a recommendation to the BOCC by this date. 
 
Board of County Commissioners’ Review of Draft Regulations: 
• November and December - Anticipated Board of County Commissioners public 

hearings on proposed Land Use Code amendments. 
 
Project website: http://www.bouldercounty.org/live/property/pages/oilgas.aspx 

 



EXPEDITED v. STANDARD 
Expedited DPR Process: 
 Objective standards that operators can 

volunteer to meet 
• 45-day administrative review 
• Pre-application conference 30 days prior to 

applying for APD 
• Well siting provisions: 

• 500 ft from occupied structures 
• 150 ft from property lines 
• 500 ft from surface water bodies 
• 500 ft from water wells 
• Not located in subdivision or townsite 
• Not within high hazard geologic area 
• Not located in floodway 
• Not located within wetlands 
• Not within BCCP natural resource and 

critical wildlife habitat areas 
• Transportation access standards and fee 
• Air quality provisions  
• Water quality monitoring and well testing 

provisions 

 

Standard DPR Process 
 Goal-based (subjective) criteria used to analyze 

potential impacts 
• BOCC Public Hearing 
• Applicant Neighborhood Meeting 30 days before 

filing application with the County 
• Mitigation plans / review standards involving the 

siting of wells to address land use issues such as:  
• Compatibility with surrounding land uses 
• Land disturbance  
• Natural resources 
• Agricultural land 
• Transportation system impacts 
• Scenic attributes and rural character 
• Cultural and historic resources 
• Geologic hazards 
• Wetland protection 
• Recreational activities 
• Air quality 
• Water quality 

 
 
 

 



XXXXXX 



ELIGIBILITY (STD V. EXP) 



APPLICATION REQS (EXP.) 



APPLICATION REQS (STD) 



APPLICATION REQS (STD) 



REVIEW STANDARDS (EXP.) 



REVIEW STANDARDS (STD.) 



DETERMINATION (STD V. EXP.) 





BCCP GOALS TRANSLATED TO PROPOSED REGULATIONS 
August 22 Joint BOCC/PC Study Session: 
• Agricultural land preservation 
• Baseline data 
• Emergency Response 
• Greenhouse gas emissions 
• Impacts on Agricultural lands, including 

restoration and reclamation 
• Impacts on environmental resources 
• Operator engagement with local 

residents and stakeholders 
• Monitoring 
• Noise 
• Setbacks from residences and schools 
• Setbacks from water 
• Surface agreements potentially 

enforceable through the Land Use Code 
• Shared Infrastructure 
• Transportation Standards 
 
 

 


