
DC-12-0003: Amendments to Oil and Gas Development 
Regulations 

Public Meeting for the Planning Commission to consider proposed Land Use 
Code amendments addressing oil and gas development within the Boulder 
County Land Use Code 
 

October 30, 2012 
4:00 p.m. 



AGENDA 

1. COUNTY STAFF PRESENTATION 
a. Revisions to Draft Regulations - Kim Sanchez / Jeff Robbins (Land Use 
Department / Outside Counsel) 
b. Maps - David Haines (Land Use Department, GIS)  

• 1000’ setback from occupied structures 
• Existing well pads 

 
2. PLANNING COMMISSION DISCUSSION AND ACTION                              

 Provide recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners on the 
Draft Regulations 

 



TODAY’S PUBLIC HEARING 
 

Today’s Planning Commission public meeting is to consider the revised Draft 
Regulations, which were developed by Staff in response to the direction 
received from the Planning Commission on October 17.  
 
Included in Planning Commission’s October 17 motion (Attachment B) was: 
 Recommendation (4-1 vote) to extend the moratorium for an additional 3-6 

months 
 Recommendation for a 1000’ setback from occupied structures (vs. 1500’) for 

the Expedited DPR eligibility siting criteria 
 Authorization of a number of other minor edits, which are addressed 

individually in the table 
 
Additionally, Staff has continued to meet with COGA and Encana to get their 
feedback.  



FUTURE OPPORTUNITIES FOR INPUT 
 

Board of County Commissioners’ Review of Draft Regulations: 
 
• Tuesday November 13, 2012 at 4:00 P.M. - Staff will present the Draft 

Regulations to the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC). The BOCC will 
take public comment concerning the Draft Regulations.  

• Thursday November 15, 2012 at 9:00 A.M. – Follow-up meeting for the BOCC 
to discuss and provide direction to Staff following the November 13 public 
hearing. This will be a public meeting but no public testimony will be taken.  

 
Meetings to follow will be posted on the County’s oil and gas website:  
 http://www.bouldercounty.org/dept/landuse/pages/oilgas.aspx  

http://www.bouldercounty.org/dept/landuse/pages/oilgas.aspx
http://www.bouldercounty.org/dept/landuse/pages/oilgas.aspx


FOLLOW-UP FROM 10/17: COUNTY WATER POLICY  

 
During Planning Commission’s October 17 discussion there was question 
regarding whether the County’s water policy addresses sale/lease of county 
water rights for energy development.  
• County’s current water policy does not directly speak to use of water rights for energy 

development, but it is highly unlikely that any County-owned water rights could be 
used for energy development. 

• Unlike other jurisdictions such as Aurora, Greely, Ft. Lupton, and Windsor, the County 
is not a water service provider. As a result the County does not own extensive water 
rights that could be available to sell for this use or any other industrial use. The water 
rights the County does own would not be available for the following reasons: 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #1, #2, #3, #4 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #5, #6 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #7, #10 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #8, #9 

 Maps will be discussed in detail following presentation of the rest of this table. 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #11 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #12 



PROPOSED REVISIONS #13 



ACTION REQUESTED FROM PLANNING COMMISSION 

Planning Commission has now met Sept 24, Oct 1, and Oct 17 to review 
and hear from the public regarding the Draft Regulations.  
 
Understanding that the Planning Commission has passed on a 
recommendation to the BOCC to extend the moratorium for another  
3-6 months, Staff requests that the Planning Commission take final 
action on the Draft Regulations tonight and provide their 
recommendation to the Board of County Commissioners. 




