
Public Review of Draft Boulder 
County Floodplain Maps 

January 11, 2018 
Boulder, CO 

Fourmile Creek & Gold Run 



HOUSEKEEPING 

• Sign-in sheet 
• Newsletters & 

Flyers 
• Snacks, 

restrooms, etc. 

 



Tonight’s Agenda 
1. Introductions 
2. Meeting Goals 
3. Program Overview 
4. Data Overview  
5. Online Resources  
6. To the Tables! 

 



Introductions 
• Erin Cooper, Boulder County 
• Varda Blum, Boulder County 
• Rigel Rucker, AECOM (CWCB) 
• Kevin Doyle, Michael Baker Intl. 
• Stephanie DiBetitto, CWCB 
• Additional Boulder County Support Staff 

 



Meeting goals: 
1. Inform residents & landowners 

(you!) of the remapping process 

2. Provide opportunity for public 
comment before the FEMA 
appeal period 

 



Colorado Hazard 
Mapping Program 

Why is this study being conducted? 
• Hazards change 
• Floodplain delineations are often outdated and incorrect 
• Maps regularly updated across the country by FEMA, States, Communities 
• The State of CO initiated CHAMP after the Flood of 2013 

• Changes to flooding characteristics 
• Changes to understanding of rainfall 

Why does it impact you? 
• Know if you are at risk for flood hazards 
• Will revise Flood Insurance Rate Maps that impact insurance rates (based 

on risk) 
• Regulation is related to flood zone/floodway 

Where will there be changes? 



 

 



 

 

www.coloradohazardmapping.com  

http://www.coloradohazardmapping.com/


www.coloradohazardmapping.com  

http://www.coloradohazardmapping.com/


 

 

www.coloradohazardmapping.com  

http://www.coloradohazardmapping.com/


Colorado Hazard 
Mapping Program 

What happens next? 
• There are still multiple reviews that will occur, so data is subject to change 
• Boulder County being proactive to bring this information to you in draft 

form 
• This is a first look for you to get your input well in advance of data 

finalization 

When will changes go into effect? 
• CHAMP team will review comments 
• FEMA will review data in spring/summer 2018 
• Data will be put onto preliminary Flood insurance Rate Maps late 

2018/early 2019 
• A formal 90 day appeal period will commence where anyone can 

appeal maps with technical data 
• Once resolved, maps will be released as final (effective), likely 2021 

 

 



Flows Experienced & Modeled 
Modeled Discharges of the 100-yr Flood Event 

Fourmile Creek (@ Emerson Gulch) 
•Updated– 1,969 cfs (56% decrease) 
•Effective FEMA – 4,470 cfs  

Fourmile Creek (@ Hwy 119) 
•Updated – 3,245 cfs (45% decrease) 
•Effective FEMA – 6,230 cfs 

Gold Run (@ mouth) 
•Newly Modeled – 610 cfs (new study) 
•Effective FEMA – NA 

Estimated Peak Discharges Experienced in 2013 Flood 

Fourmile Creek (@ Emerson Gulch) 1,070 cfs (25-50 yr event) 

Fourmile Creek (@ Hwy 119) 2,300 cfs (~50 yr event) 

Gold Run (@ mouth) no estimate available 



2013 Flood vs. 100-yr 
Mapped Floodplain 



Roles and Responsibilities 
Federal Role (FEMA) 
• Flood Risk Mapping 
• Flood Risk Management 
• Flood Insurance – available to anyone 
 

State Role (CWCB) 
• Community assistance  
• Flood Risk Mapping 
 

Local Role (Boulder County) 
• Adoption of floodplain mapping and code 
• Flood risk mapping participation 
 

Ultimate Goal – Protect Life, Health, & Safety 
 



Timeline revisited 

Now Boulder County is reviewing the hydraulics and floodplain 
mapping 

Spring/ 
Summer 2018 

FEMA will review the hydraulics and floodplain mapping, 
Boulder County to adopt floodplain as “best available data” 

Late 2018 Preliminary Flood Insurance Rate Maps issued 

2019 FEMA Appeals Period 

2021 FEMA Flood Insurance Rate Maps Become Effective 

                               all dates subject to change 



c Floodway 
Flood Fringe Flood Fringe 



500-year 
floodplain 

Some maps on your tables have draft layers in colors (not gray) 

Floodway 

Flood Fringe 



Hatched layers are same 
layer types as online; printed 
in color for ease of viewing 

 
Blue = Floodway 

Green = Flood Fringe 
Yellow = 500-year Floodplain 



Solid color areas = 
current regulatory 

floodplains 
Letters = Map Zones 



County Floodplain Remapping 

http://bocofloodplainremapping.com  

http://bocofloodplainremapping.com/


Using the  
Map Review Website 



Map Review Website 



Map Review Website 



• How to comment 
• Text box with alternative method 

 

How to comment 



How to comment 

• How to comment 
• Text box with alternative method 

 



How to comment 

• How to comment 
• Text box with alternative method 

 



Resources button 

Upper right hand corner of 
webpage 



Draft Maps at the Tables 
What we’d like to learn from your review: 

• Structure locations – accurate? 
• Planned work? 
• Topographic details 
• Impacts to water flow  

Comments! 
• Please include name & contact info on maps 
• Use comment forms 
• If you think the map needs revision, tell us WHY 

 
DEADLINE for comments for this area: FEBRUARY 4th   

Remapping Point of Contact: Erin Cooper 
floodplainmapscomment@bouldercounty.org 
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