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Presenter
Presentation Notes
A feasibility study was conducted to consider opportunities for a multi-use trail between Eldorado Canyon State Park and Walker Ranch Open Space. The purpose of tonight’s open house is to present the findings and preliminary recommendations. The feasibility study is supported by three partner agencies – Boulder County, the City of Boulder and the Colorado Parks and Wildlife.  It is co-funded by Boulder County Parks & Open Space (BCPOS) and the City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks (OSMP) departments. The local agencies are working in partnership with Colorado Parks and Wildlife and Eldorado Canyon State Park on the study.



WHY? 
Previous planning efforts direct 
consideration of multi-use trail 
between Walker Ranch and 
Eldorado Canyon State Park:  
 
• Boulder Comprehensive Plans 
• Walker Ranch Management Plan 
• City of Boulder OSMP Plan 
• Colorado State Park plans and 

initiatives 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Support for a feasibility study to evaluate a multiuse trail that includes bicyclists is identified in the Boulder County Comprehensive plan and Boulder Valley Comprehensive plan, the Walker Ranch Management Plan and the City of Boulder Eldorado Mountain/Doudy Draw and West Trail Study Area (TSA) plansThe connection also is identified as one of “the Colorado 16” (16 in 2016) priority trails in the 2016-2026 Colorado State Trails Plan and Department of Natural Resources Colorado the Beautiful program



• Improve trail access 
• Expand recreation opportunities 
• Reasonably accommodate bicycles 
• Maintaining the currently allowed activities 

Objectives 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
While there is an existing pedestrian/equestrian link, the trail is too steep and rocky to accommodate bicyclists. 



Land Ownership and 
Management 
Eldorado Canyon State Park 

• Eldorado Springs gate 
• Crescent Meadows 
• Trails within ECSP 

City of Boulder Open Space 
• South Boulder trail network 
• Eldorado Canyon Trail 

Boulder County Open Space 
• Walker Ranch Open Space 
• BLM South area 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Located in south-central Boulder County, Eldorado Canyon State Park and Walker Ranch Open Space arepart of a broad landscape of publicly-owned, protected lands in the South Boulder Creek watershed.The three partner agencies each own and manage public lands within the feasibility study area



Trail Feasibility Study Process 
with Partner Agencies and 
Consultants 
• Minimize environmental impacts 
• Provide a meaningful visitor 
experience  

• Meet design standards to construct 
and maintain a sustainable trail 

• Technically feasible and fiscally 
responsible 

• Consider ECSP impacts 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Envisioned as a trail similar in character to the Walker Ranch Loop, an evaluation of conceptual trail alignments seeks to determine whether there are options that would 



Routes 
Considered 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The feasibility study identified over a dozen trail alignments for initial consideration. Through field visits and meetings with adjacent property owners, there were several routes dismissed. 



Options under  
consideration 

 
1. North Route 

 
2. South Route 

 
3. No Action  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Two alignment corridors, each with four sub-alignments were retained for further analysis.  The project is considering options to complete the connection on either the Northside or Southside of South Boulder Creek.  A “No Action” option that would not complete a connection accommodating biking activities also is included in this analysis.South RouteNew trail constructionConnects into the Walker Ranch Loop at the Crescent Meadows Trailhead.On lands owned and managed by BCPOS, OSMP and Eldorado Canyon State ParkApproximate Length: 7.7 miles



No Action Option 

•Maintain the status quo conditions. 
•Would not complete a multi-use connection that 
accommodates biking activities. 

•Would not address current issues or achieve 
desired improvements 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
With no new trail connection, the No Action option would not achieve the desired objectives of the project that have been codified in public planning and policy documents guided by public engagement.



Existing Condition  
Challenges 
• Eldorado Canyon Road and 
parking are private in Eldorado 
Springs 

• Parking capacity within the park 
is often full on weekends and 
holidays during peak summer 
months   

• Erosion and resource impacts 
along Eldorado Canyon Trail 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
There also are a number of existing conditions that present challenges which the three partner agencies are committed to working with the community towards long-term solutionsEldorado Springs area has experienced transportation, parking and access issues for decades. Highway 170.  There is only one road extending several miles from Highway 93.  The road serves entrances for trailheads for city public lands, the state park, Eldorado Springs, Artesian Springs pool, and residences to the west of the state park.It also is transitions from a public Eldorado Canyon State Park’s parking spots are filled during peak times, particularly on weekends andholidays during the summer months. On many days, visitors cannot enter the park due to capacityissues. Illegal parking on the road’s shoulder in the community of Eldorado Springs and along the roadback to Highway 93 is a common challenge for the public land managers and the community.Choosing a North or South route will strengthen the capacity and momentum for thecommunity and partner agencies to collaborate on providing accessing, connecting visitors to enjoyableexperiences, and addressing transportation issues. Therefore, the focus of the feasibility study is onanalyzing and comparing the north and south route alternative options



North Route Options 

• Total Distance: 3.9 to 4.8 miles 
• Total Elevation gain/loss (east to west): +1,010 ft/-610 ft 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
North Route:  Generally follows existing Eldorado Canyon TrailConnects into the Walker Ranch Loop near South Boulder Creek.On lands owned and managed by OSMP and Eldorado Canyon State ParkApproximate length: 4.9 miles



South Route Options 

• Total Distance: 7.2 or 7.8 miles  New Trail Distance: 6.5 or 7.1 mi. 
• Total Elevation gain/loss: (east to west): +930 ft./-480 ft. 
Including Rattlesnake Gulch trail: (+1,860 feet/-480 feet) 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
New trail constructionConnects into the Walker Ranch Loop at the Crescent Meadows Trailhead.On lands owned and managed by BCPOS, OSMP and Eldorado Canyon State ParkApproximate Length: 7.7 miles



Analysis Criteria 
Environmental and Cultural 
Resources 
• Wetland and riparian areas 
• Significant natural communities 
• Wildlife habitat impacts 
• Undisturbed habitat impacts 
 
Visitor Experience 
• Regional trail connectivity 
• Trail aesthetic and character 
• Access and parking 
• Trail access opportunities 
• Seasonality 
• Visitor density 
• Visitor conflict management 

Trail Construction Costs 
 
Trail Management and 
Maintenance 
• Trail sustainability and 

maintenance 
• Emergency response 
• Interagency management 
 
Eldorado Canyon State Park 
Interface 
• Park capacity and visitation 
• Access and parking 
• Revenue and fee collection 
• Trail and facility sustainability 
• Visitor conflict and enjoyment 
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Summary  
of Overall Findings 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
We’ve provided The Summary of Overall Findings as hand out to help you become more informed about the analysis results of the feasibility study.More information on the benefits and impacts can be found in the following analysis topic summaries below and in the corresponding sections of the report.   Please use the handout as guide as you review the open house posters presented at the open house.All the information also is available on the project web page, which is posted on the project web page.



Summary of Overall Findings 
Environmental and Cultural Resources 

• North has minimal new impacts 
• South has major impacts  

 
Eldorado Canyon State Park Interface 

Both: 
• Adversely impact the park 
• Increase traffic, congestion, visitation, and visitor density 
and potential for conflict on trails 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The most differences between the two route options is the impact on environmental and cultural resources. The impacts to the North Route would be insignificant, while the South Route would have major impacts.The feasibility study also demonstrates that either route would have major impacts on the State Park. Increasing…



Summary of Overall Findings 
Visitor Experience 
Both would provide an enjoyable 
and quality visitor experience. 
North  

• is shorter (3.9 -4.8 miles)  
• will accommodate more year-

round use 
South 

• provides a new trail experience 
in an area that is currently 
inaccessible. 

• may result in temporal and 
seasonal use restrictions.  
 

 

Trail Construction 
• Both have comparatively similar 

construction cost estimates 
Trail Management and Maintenance 
• Both are sustainable and can be 

constructed to achieve desired bike 
trail design standards (exception of 
the Rattlesnake Gulch Trail) 

• North improves trail sustainability 
and emergency access 
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Presentation Notes
Both would provide an enjoyable and quality visitor experience, expansive views and go through a similar diversity of landscape types and meet desired bike trail design standards, with the exception of the Rattlesnake Gulch Trail which would be the access trail for the south route in ECSP.They also may result in increased visitor conflict, due to increased trail visitation and the introduction of a new visitor type into the trail system.North:is shorter (3.9 -4.8 miles) with an elevation gain/loss of +1,010/-610 (E to W), will accommodate more year-round use due to the combination of aspect and shade cover, and have no temporal or seasonal use restrictions are anticipated.South:is longer 6.5 – 7.1 (7.8 including Rattlesnake Gulch Trail) with an elevation gain/loss of +930/-480 (+1,860 including Rattlesnake), provides a new trail experience in an area that is currently inaccessible, and may result in temporal and seasonal use restrictions. 



Analysis Category  
Key Findings example 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The Overall Summary of Findings is a roll up of the five Analysis categories.  A more robust analysis was completed for each.  For example The Trail Management and Maintenance analysis includes an evaluation of the impacts to trail sustainability, management, emergency response and interagency management and key findings for the north and south route routes.  



Partner Agency Recommendation – Part 1 
Preferred alignment is North 
Route using N1-N2-N4 

• Provides a meaningful and quality 
visitor experience 

• Results in significantly fewer 
environmental impacts than the 
South Route. 

• Meets multi-use design standards 
and improve the sustainability of the 
existing Eldorado Canyon Trail. 

• Integrates with current uses and 
future activities within Eldorado 
Canyon - State Park (ECSP). 

 

17 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
After collaboration to complete the Trail Feasibility Study and careful consideration of the findings, Boulder County Parks & Open Space, the City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks, and Colorado Parks and Wildlife are jointly recommending the North Route (using segments N1-N2-N4) as the preferred alignment for an Eldorado Canyon to Walker Ranch multi-use trail connection.This alignment will…



Partner Agency Recommendation – Part 2 

Continued collaboration 
• Agreement that current challenges facing Eldorado 
Canyon State Park must be addressed. 

• Work together towards strategies that provide access, 
connect visitors to enjoyable experiences, address 
traffic and crowding issues, and protect resources 

• United by a commitment to address these challenges 
and implement the recommendation collaboratively  
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Presentation Notes
There also is agreement among the project partners that current challenges facing Eldorado Canyon State Park must be addressed as part of future planning, design, and implementation phases. Eldorado Canyon State Park currently experiences visitation and capacity related concerns during peak summer months, particularly on weekends and holidays. The feasibility study and public comments identified significant challenges to successful implementation of either route due to these existing conditions. The findings call attention to several constraints that exist in the park and the surrounding town site of Eldorado Springs, especially regarding access and parking. It will be necessary to explore tools, best practices, and strategies for reducing the impact of additional users and develop a suite of options to address visitor management both within and approaching the state park.   With the recommendation to pursue the North Route, the partner agencies commit to continue working collaboratively to address the associated implementation challenges. The partner agencies will continue to work together towards strategies that provide access, connect visitors to enjoyable experiences, address traffic and crowding issues, and protect resources. Some of these approaches will rely on strengthening partnerships with other stakeholders.   While the project partners recognize that the extent of impact on their lands and management varies between the two alignment alternatives, we are united by a commitment to address these challenges and implement the recommendation collaboratively.  



Next Steps 
Share your feedback on the 
Agency Recommendation 

• Complete online questionnaire 
• Feedback received by  

• By Dec. 9 will be considered by 
partner agencies in developing final 
recommendation 

• After this date will be forwarded to 
Boards for consideration  

• Attend Public hearings 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
The project team would like to hear from the public and have created an online questionnaire to receive your feedback on the preliminary agency recommendation. Input received will help the partner agencies confirm or refine the agency-preferred alternative to be considered by the City of Boulder, Boulder County, and Colorado Parks and Wildlife decision makers. This public comment period will close on Dec. 9. The public and community stakeholders also may provide input during the public hearings scheduled to consider the staff recommendation.  link



www.BoulderCounty.org/eldo-walker-connection/ 
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