


 

  

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 
  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

  

 
  

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

  P a g e 2 

2022 AGRICULTURAL 
RESOURCES AND WATER 

RESOURCES STAFF 

Michael Foster 

Division Manager 

Rob Alexander 

Senior Resource Specialist 

Barbara Brooks 

Administrative Technician 

Cassandra Schnarr 

Resource Specialist/ 
Soils Specialist 

Justin Odle 

Resource Specialist 

Trent Kischer 

Resource Specialist 

Jason Sauer 

Project Manager 

Levi Priest 

Technician II 

Amy Schwartz 

Agriculture Specialist 

Darren Beck 

Senior Water Specialist 

Chase Dryden 

Water Resource Specialist 

Introduction 

We are pleased to present the Parks & Open Space 

Agricultural Division’s 2022 Annual Report. Our annual 

report demonstrates the diversity of operations on the 
25,000 acres of Boulder County Parks & Open Space 

(BCPOS) agricultural properties, highlights our key 
accomplishments, and gives you a glimpse into the 
efforts required to steward these lands. 

The pride our staff take in their work and in the 
opportunity to support the continuing legacy of 

agriculture in Boulder County is apparent in these 

pages. This region has a rich history of farming and 

ranching, and it is an honor to partner with our tenant 

producers so that we all can benefit from thriving 
agricultural lands for generations to come. 

Thank you for celebrating with me the achievements of 
the last year and for taking the time to get to know our 
staff and their responsibilities through this report. 

Mike Foster 

Division Manager 
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2022 Revenue 

The Agricultural Resources Division partners with 62 tenants on 129 leases 
to manage public land, maintain and improve infrastructure, increase water 

efficiency through improved water measuring and delivery systems, engage 

the community in agriculture, and explore opportunities for our producers to 
meet local demands for food, fiber, forage, and fuel. 

Multiple factors influence revenue; most notably weather, input costs, and 

commodity prices. In 2022 we experienced a hotter and drier than normal 
growing season. Irrigation water supply for 2022 was a challenge. While 

snowpack was near average, the extremely dry summer and fall of 2021 and 

winter of 21/22 left us with a deficit of soil moisture going into the 2022 
growing season. Reservoir levels were about half of normal. The runoff from 

snowpack was late, came quickly in a more compressed amount of time than 
normal, going out a little earlier than normal. Junior water rights were 
particularly impacted. Late summer rains helped bring relief to an otherwise 

rather marginal irrigation water year. 
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Boulder County Parks & Open Space’s vision is to 

be a national leader in sustainable agriculture. 
The program aims to reduce soil erosion, sequester carbon, improve air 
and water quality, and promote sustainable farming practices. 

Steps to achieve these goals include: 

• Encourage the preservation and sustainable use of agricultural lands as
a current and renewable source of food and feed, and for their
contribution to cultural, environmental, and economic diversity.

• Promote sustainable agricultural practices on publicly owned lands.
Sustainable practices include production methods that have low
environmental impact, are respectful to workers, are humane to animals,
provide profitable agriculture opportunities to farmers, and support
farming communities.

• Promote a principles-based approach to soil health. Soil Health
principles include limiting disturbance, keeping the soil surface covered,
plant diversity, year-round living roots, and integrated livestock into
operations.

Boulder County Parks & Open Space was once again a proud sponsor of 
the 2022 Soil Revolution Conference that was held on Dec. 6 at the Boulder 
JCC. Three guest speakers covered topics from no-till organic table food 
production, exploring new markets in agriculture by using soil health 
practices, and integration of soil health principals and livestock 
operations. All of the recorded sessions can be viewed at SoilRev.org. 

https://soilrev.org



