MEETING OF THE HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD
BOULDER COUNTY, COLORADO
AGENDA

Thursday, April 7, 2022, 6:00 p.m.
Virtual HPAB Meeting

Due to COVID-19 concerns, this hearing will be held virtually. Information regarding how to participate will be available on the
Historic Preservation Advisory Board webpage approximately one week prior to the hearing at www.boco.org/HPAB. To join the
meeting by phone, dial 1-833-568-8864 (toll free) and enter the Meeting ID: 161 603 5519.

This agenda is subject to change. Please call ahead (303-441-3930) or check the Historic Preservation Advisory Board webpage to
confirm an item of interest. For special assistance, contact our ADA Coordinator (303-441-3525) at least 72 hours in advance.

There will be opportunity to provide public comment remotely on the subject items during the respective virtual Public Hearing
portion for each item. If you have comments regarding any of these items, you may mail comments to the Community Planning &
Permitting Department (PO Box 471, Boulder, CO 80306) or email to historic@bouldercounty.org. Please reference the docket
number of the subject item in your communication. Call 303-441-3930 or email historic@bouldercounty.org for more information

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION FOR ITEMS NOT OTHERWISE ON THE AGENDA
APPROVAL OF MINUTES

BUILDING PERMIT REVIEWS FOR STRUCTURES 50 YEARS OF AGE AND OLDER
LANDMARKS

P w N e

4.1. Docket HP-22-0002: Windwhistle
Request: Boulder County Historic Landmark Designation of the cabin and bunkhouse
Location: 14877 Peak to Peak Drive, in Section 25, T3N, R73W of the 6th Principal Meridian
Zoning: Forestry (F) Zoning District
Owner: Street Cowbell Hill Cabin Trust
Website: www.boco.org/HP-22-0002

4.2, Docket HP-22-0003: Murray-Culver Farm
Request: Boulder County Historic Landmark Designation
Location: 7698 St. Vrain Road, in Section 01, T2N, R70W of the 6th Principal Meridian
Zoning: Agricultural (A) Zoning District
Owner: Boulder County
Website: www.boco.org/HP-22-0003

5. OTHER BUSINESS

5.1. National Register Nomination review of the Rock Creek Farm

5.2. Election of Officers
6. ADJOURNMENT
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BOULDER COUNTY
HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

MINUTES
February 3. 2022
6:00 PM
Hearing Held Virtually

On Thursday, February 3, 2022 the Boulder County Historic Preservation Advisory Board held a
regular meeting, convening at 6:03 p.m. and adjourning at 7:15 p.m.

Board Members Present: Chuck Gray (Chair), Don Burd, Jason Emery, Liz Gehring, Mark
Gerwing, Marissa Ferreira, Terry Walters

Board Members Excused: Larry Powers

Staff Present: Denise Grimm, Jessica Fasick, and Andrew Goldstein with
Community Planning & Permitting; Carol Beam with Parks and
Open Space

Interested Others: 6

1. CITIZEN PARTICIPATION

None.

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Approval of the September 2, 2021 Historic Preservation Advisory Board minutes:

MOTION: Marissa Ferreira MOVED to approve the September 2, 2021 minutes as
submitted

SECOND: Jason Emery

VOTE: Motion PASSED unanimously

Matt Jones County Commissioner Claire Levy County Commissioner Marta Loachamin County Commissioner




3. BUILDING PERMIT REVIEWS

None.

4. LANDMARKS/HISTORIC PRESERVATION GRANTS

a. Docket HP-22-0001: McCaffree Cabin/HPG-22-0001: McCaffree Cabin - siding
Request: Boulder County Historic Landmark Designation of the cabin
and garage / Historic Preservation Grant to replace siding on
the cabin and garage

Location: 702 Klondyke Avenue, in Section 21, T1S, R73W of the 6th Principal
Meridian

Zoning: Forestry (F) Zoning District

Owner: McCaffree Cabin LLC

Staff member Denise Grimm gave the staff presentation. An application for landmark designation of
the McCaffree Cabin has been submitted by Marian Amaranto, a representative for McCaffree Cabin
LLC. The application is for both the cabin and the garage on an approximately 4,272 sq ft parcel in
Eldora.

The cabin dates to c. 1898 and was likely built as housing for miners during Eldora’s mining period.
The age of the garage is unknown but is thought to date to the same period. Remains of a chimney
are also on the site and oral history says that three identical cabins once lined up here with the
McCaffree Cabin being in the middle.

In 1943, Lois Kemp bought the parcel and some time after ran a gift shop out of the cabin. Mrs.
Kemp was the wife of Donald Kemp, whose father was one of the founders of the Happy Valley
Placer. In 1964, Robert and Inez McCaffree bought the cabin and it has remained in the family ever
since.

The original part of the cabin and the garage are clad in horizontal half log siding on the top with
vertical half log siding as a wainscoting except for the west wall of the original cabin which is clad in
horizontal “barnwood” siding. The barnwood siding continues onto the entire addition of the cabin,
which was built in 1994. The cabin has a stone chimney on the west side which is similar to the
chimney remains on the parcel. The garage has vertical half log siding.

In early 2021, preservation staff worked with the Boulder County Wildfire Mitigation team to
approve siding replacement on the cabin. That building permit was not reviewed by HPAB because
the proposal was to replace the siding with like materials. Coinciding with landmarking, the owners
are also requesting grant monies to help pay for the siding replacement. The grant request memo is
included in the packet.

On October 14, 2021, a subcommittee of the HPAB unanimously agreed (4-0) that the property,

including the cabin, garage and chimney remains, are eligible for landmark status under Criteria 1
and 8. The owners have decided against including the chimney remains in the landmark request.

SIGNIFICANCE




The property qualifies for landmark designation under Criteria 1 and 8.

Criterion 15-501(A)(1) The character, interest, or value of the proposed landmark as part of the
development, heritage, or cultural characteristics of the county;

The cabin site is significant for its association with the development of Eldora as a mining
town in the late 1890s, and for its association with the town’s development as a rustic tourist
resort in the 1900s.

Criterion 15-501(A)(8) The relationship of the proposed landmark to other distinctive structures,
districts, or sites which would also be determined to be of historic significance;

The cabin is significant for its inclusion as a contributing resource to the Eldora Historic
District on the National Register and would be a contributing resource to a Boulder County
district if one was created.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Advisory Board APPROVE and recommend that
the BOCC approve Docket HP-22-0001: McCaffree Cabin under Criteria 1 and 8 and subject to the
following conditions:

1. Alteration of any exterior feature of the structures will require review and approval
of a Certificate of Appropriateness (CA) by Boulder County (note: applicable county
review processes, including but not limited to Site Plan Review, may be required),
except for those projects previously approved by staff or HPAB.

2. Regular maintenance which prolongs the life of the landmark, using original
materials or materials that replicate the original materials, will not require review for
a Certificate of Appropriateness, provided the Community Planning & Permitting
Director has determined that the repair is minor in nature and will not damage any
existing features. Emergency repairs, which are temporary in nature, will not
require review (note: Depending on the type of work, a building permit may still be
required.)

Marian Amaranto, a representative for McCaffree Cabin LLC, commented on the project and was
available for questions.

OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT
e None
CLOSE PUBLIC COMMENT
MOTION: Marissa Ferreira MOVED that HPAB APPROVE and recommend that
the Board of County Commissioners APPROVE Docket HP-22-0001:

McCaffree Cabin for landmark status under Criteria 1 and 8 and
subject to the 2 standard conditions in the Staff Recommendation.

SECOND: Mark Gerwing

VOTE: Motion PASSED (6-1) with Don Burd voting no



The applicant additionally submitted a Grant request to help pay for residing the original cabin and
the garage with half log siding and the required metal flashing, and board and batten garage doors.
The Total Project Cost is $12,550.00; with the Grant request being less than half of that for
$5,350.00. Staff member Denise Grimm gave the staff presentation.

Marian Amaranto, a representative for McCaffree Cabin LLC, commented on the project and was
available for questions.

Staff recommends approval.
OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT
e None
CLOSE PUBLIC COMMENT
MOTION: Marissa Ferreira MOVED that HPAB APPROVE and recommended
that the Board of County Commissioners APPROVE Docket HPG-22-

0001: McCaffree Cabin — siding for a $5,350.00 Historic Preservation
Grant.

SECOND: Liz Gehring

VOTE: Motion PASSED (5-2) with Don Burd and Jason Emery voting no

5. CERTIFICATES OF APPROPRIATENESS/HISTORIC PRESERVATION

GRANTS
b. Docket CA-22-0001/HPG-22-0002: Neva Cabin - reroof
Request: Certificate of Appropriateness and Historic Preservation Grant
to reroof
Location: 765 Klondyke Avenue, in Section 21, T1S, R73W of the 6th Principal
Meridian
Zoning: Forestry (F) Zoning District
Owners: Charles Fletcher and Richard Rivers

Staff member Denise Grimm gave the staff presentation. The Neva Cabin was landmarked in 1989
as a contributing resource to the Eldora Historic District on the National Register of Historic Places.
It was individually landmarked with Boulder County in 2004. The cabin dates to ¢.1924 and was
built as a summer cottage. It was landmarked under the following criteria:

Criterion 1: The cabin site is significant for its association with the development of Eldora
as it evolved from a mining to tourist community. These cabins were built as summer
cottages to accommaodate travelers who visited Eldora after the mining boom of the late
1800s had subsided.

Criterion 3: The cabin was built by Frank J. Anderson, a miner and one of the early
pioneers of Eldora.

Criterion 4: The buildings are significant as examples of typical rustic tourist dwellings
built in the early twentieth century.




Criterion 8: The site is adjacent to other properties in the National Register District
which could contribute to a local historic district.

A proposal to reroof the cabin has been submitted. The proposal is to replace the existing rolled
asphalt roof with dimensional asphalt shingles in a weathered-wood color. The historic 1949 photo
shows that the roof used to be shingled so there is precedent for a shingled roof.

The attached packet includes maps, the staff recommendation from landmarking, and a grant memo
and request which includes the proposal.

CRITERIA FOR APPROVAL OF ALTERATIONS REQUESTED UNDER A CA

In considering the application for a CA, HPAB shall use the following general criteria as well as any
specific criteria included in the Resolution designating the historic landmark.

a. The proposed alterations do not destroy or substantially impair the historic significance
of a structure, site, or district.

b. Every reasonable effort shall be made to ensure that the proposed alteration preserves,
enhances, or restores the significant architectural features which are important to the
designated historic landmark.

c. The proposed architectural style, arrangement, texture, color, and materials are
compatible with the character of the historic landmark.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff finds that the proposal for a reroof to the Neva Cabin meets the Criteria for a Certificate of
Appropriateness and recommends approval of CA-22-0001.

The applicant additionally submitted a Grant request to help pay for a reroof of the cabin with a
dimensional asphalt shingle in a weathered-wood color. The Total Project Cost is $4,947.04; with
the Grant request being half of that for $2,473.52.

Staff recommends approval.

The owners, Charles Fletcher and Richard Rivers, commented on the project and were available for
guestions.

OPEN PUBLIC COMMENT
e None
CLOSE PUBLIC COMMENT

MOTION: Mark Gerwing MOVED that HPAB APPROVE CA-22-0001: Neva
Cabin - reroof for a Certificate of Appropriateness for the proposal and
MOVED that HPAB APPROVE and recommend that the Board of
County Commissioners APPROVE HPG-22-0002: Neva Cabin — reroof
for a $2,473.52 Historic Preservation Grant.

SECOND: Don Burd



VOTE: Motion PASSED unanimously

6. OTHER BUSINESS

a. Staff member Carol Beam with Parks and Open Space presented the findings of a cultural
resource archeological survey conducted on the Billings Open Space west of the Town of
Lyons prior to wildfire mitigation projects in the area.

b. Staff member Denise Grimm gave an overview of the Marshall Fire’s impact on historic
resources and historic landmarks which were damaged or destroyed or had survived the fire.

c. Staff member Jessica Fasick discussed setting a consistent weekly time for subcommittee
meetings.

d. Chuck Gray mentioned that he would be attending the next meeting of CPI along with Terry
Walters.

7. ADJOURNED

The Boulder County Historic Preservation Advisory Board meeting was adjourned at 7:15 p.m.

Detailed information regarding the docket items, including maps and legal descriptions
are available for public use at the Community Planning & Permitting Department, 13th
and Spruce, Boulder, CO 303-441-3930.
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

Thursday, April 7, 2022 — 6:00 p.m.

Due to COVID-19, Public Hearing to be Held Virtually

PUBLIC HEARING

STAFF PLANNER: Denise Grimm

STAFF RECOMMENDATION RE:

Docket HP-22-0002: Windwhistle

Request: Boulder County Historic Landmark Designation of the cabin
and bunkhouse

Location: 14877 Peak to Peak Drive, in Section 25, T3N, R73W of the 6th
Principal Meridian

Zoning: Forestry (F) Zoning District

Owner: Street Cowbell Hill Cabin Trust

PURPOSE

To determine if the nominated property qualifies for landmark designation, determine if the
landmark application is complete, and formulate recommendations for the Board of County
Commissioners.

BACKGROUND

An application for landmark designation of Windwhistle has been submitted by the owners, Street
Cowbell Hill Cabin Trust. The application is for both the cabin and the bunkhouse on an
approximately .48-acre parcel next to Allenspark. A log woodshed on the property is not included in
the landmark application.

The cabin dates to c. 1924 and was built for Allen and Erma Street. The Streets were from
Oklahoma City and first vacationed in Allenspark at the invitation of notable resident Frank Gay.
Allen Street was prominent in Oklahoma City as both a member of the State House of
Representatives and as mayor.

In the late 1960s, Gordon Street, the son of Allen and Erma, retired to Allenspark with his wife Nell
Phillips and took ownership of the cabin in 1974. They were active community members. In 2007,
the cabin transferred into a trust and is currently owned by the five children of Gordon and Nell
Phillips, just short of 100 years of ownership by the same family. Daughter, Sue Nell Phillips, has
captured some of the family’s Colorado experience in her book Out of Red Dirt (And Up Cowbell

Hill).

Matt Jones County Commissioner Claire Levy County Commissioner Marta Loachamin County Commissioner




The cabin was constructed of fire-hardened logs from an 1894 forest fire. The application notes,
“The cabin also has unique chinking, a cement underlayer covered with strips of lodgepole pine.”
The cabin has a large stone fireplace and a few of the original windows have been replaced. The
bunkhouse is also built of logs and has had very few alterations.

SIGNIFICANCE

The Architectural Inventory Form notes that the cabin is eligible for local landmark status under
Criteria 1, 4 and 8, and hints at Criterion 3. The landmark application adds Criterion 3.

Criterion 15-501(A)(1) The character, interest, or value of the proposed landmark as part of the
development, heritage, or cultural characteristics of the county;

The cabin and bunkhouse are significant for their association with the development of
Allenspark as a rustic tourist resort.

Criterion 15-501(A)(3) The identification of the proposed landmark with a person or persons
significantly contributing to the local, county, state, or national history;

The property is significant for its association with the Allen and Erma Street family who
contributed to the development of Allenspark and have owned the property for nearly 100
years.

Criterion 15-501(A)(4) The proposed landmark is an embodiment of the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a period, type, method of
construction, or the use of indigenous materials;

The cabin is significant for its Rustic architectural style of fire-hardened logs from a local
forest fire.

Criterion 15-501(A)(8) The relationship of the proposed landmark to other distinctive structures,
districts, or sites which would also be determined to be of historic significance;

The cabin and bunkhouse would likely be a contributing feature to an Allenspark historic
district if such a district were created.

RECOMMENDATION

Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Advisory Board APPROVE and recommend that

the BOCC approve Docket HP-22-0002: Windwhistle under Criteria 1, 3, 4 and 8 and subject to the
following conditions:

1. Alteration of any exterior feature of the structures will require review and approval
of a Certificate of Appropriateness (CA) by Boulder County (note: applicable county
review processes, including but not limited to Site Plan Review, may be required).

2. Regular maintenance which prolongs the life of the landmark, using original
materials or materials that replicate the original materials, will not require review for
a Certificate of Appropriateness, provided the Community Planning & Permitting
Director has determined that the repair is minor in nature and will not damage any
existing features. Emergency repairs, which are temporary in nature, will not



require review (note: Depending on the type of work, a building permit may still be
required.)



Vicinity

Community Planning & Permitting

2045 13th Street, Boulder, CO 80302 303-441-3930 www.bouldercounty.org 14877 PEAK TO PEAK DR

] Subject Parcel
Subdivisions
Subdivisions

0 0.35 0.7
) \iiles

Area of Detail Date: 3/10/2022

Lyons
Longmont{

Jarlnegtown
Ward

Boulder,
Negerlanf*( Louisyjlle

The user agrees to all Terms of Use
set forth by Boulder County.
For Terms of Use, please visit:
www.bouldercounty.org/mapdisclaimer

CIC e o 4 2

wtodacheene



Aerial

Community Planning & Permitting

2045 13th Street, Boulder, CO 80302 303-441-3930 www.bouldercounty.org 14877 PEAK TO PEAK DR

Jsu bject Parcel

0 0.025 0.05
) Viles

Area of Detail Date: 3/10/2022

The user agrees to all Terms of Use
set forth by Boulder County.

For Terms of Use, please visit:
www.bouldercounty.org/mapdisclaimer

wtodacheene



("™ Community Planning & Permitting

County

2045 13th Street, Boulder, CO 80302 303-441-3930 www.bouldercounty.org

14877 Peak to Peak

Approx. 1 inch = 40 feet

3/14/2022
G:\HISTORIC PRESERVATION\LANDMARKS\Windwhistle - active\Map-14877PeaktoPeak.pdf

The user agrees to all Terms of Use set forth
by Boulder County. For Terms of Use, please
visit: www.BoulderCounty.org/mapdisclaimer













Resource and Historical Addendum
By Sue Nell Street Phillips

Scott Mueller, the recorder for the department of Boulder County Community
Planning and Permitting, did an excellent job of pulling together much of the
available historical information about “Windwhistle,” the Street Family “Old
Cabin” in Allenspark, Boulder County. We learned many additional details of its
almost 100 year past through his research, but we would like to add a few more
details so that they will not be lost to posterity.

The Ludlow and Street families first came to Allenspark from Oklahoma City at the
invitation of another insurance salesman, Frank Gay. The Gays were early
transplants to Allenspark during the transition between mining, ranching, and
farming to tourism. They purchased land in the town center and recruited many
others from Kansas and Oklahoma through Gay’s insurance connections. One of
those early visitors, around 1911, was Henry Ludlow, the vice-president of
American Standard Insurance, and his wife, Avis, close friends to Allen and Erma
Street, all from Oklahoma City. They rented cabins, it is believed, from Oscar
Rubendall who owned a large tract of land from the town center all the way north
to Fox Creek, including Cowbell Hill. As far as the Street family currently knows,
they did not purchase those cabins as reported in Mueller’s accounting, but in
fact, the cabins did burn down. That loss probably propelled the Streets and
Ludlows to purchase land from Rubendall on Cowbell Hill and to build their own
cabins. Currently, our cousins, Bob Allen and David Street, own the Ludlow cabin,
which shared the originally purchased acre with Windwhistle. Ludlow and Street
divided the acre and the Street family built “Windwhistle” on .48 acres, across the
road from Ludlow’s. The following year another Oklahoma City family joined us,
the Phelps-Thweatt family, building a cabin with an identical floor plan to the
Street cabin. Thus, this western section of Cowbell Hill became locally known as
“Oklahoma Hill.”

While we originally believed Oscar Rubendall had built the Street cabin, as he did
many others in the area, we now have discovered evidence that a J. Johnson may
have been the builder. He was from lllinois and had spent some time with the Will
family in Ferncliff. In a letter to my grandmother, Erma Street, on Ferncliff
letterhead, dated September 21-23, 1924, he wrote that “McMillen has hauled all



of the logs over, 3800 ft for you at 5¢ a foot comes to $19.00 and the Government
charges 35¢ a hundred running ft. $13.30...” He went on to say “l intend to start
on it next week...” Accompanying that bill, Erma Street’s family scrap book
contains an invoice reporting all the construction costs of the cabin, $1398.60,
and two additional invoices for the furnishings, totaling $293.82.

As to those ponderosa pine logs, they were fire-hardened by the Ironclad
mountain fire of 1894, on the southern flanks of St. Vrain and Meadow
mountains. The cabin also has unique chinking, a cement underlayer covered with
strips of lodgepole pine. It is important to the family to be able to preserve those
strips as they represent a mostly lost architectural detail from that early era.

The “outhouse” mentioned in Scott Mueller’s report is actually a woodshed,
currently housing tools and the garbage can. It is kept locked up to prevent
marauding bears from feasting on our leftovers. The “shed” attached to the back
of the bunkhouse is actually an outhouse, currently out of use because squirrels
have filled it to the brim and beyond with pinecones, rendering it too
uncomfortable for its original intent. Gordon Street always preferred it to the
inside toilet with running water.

The Streets were close friends with many of the early Allenspark founders,
including the Gays and Hansens, the Rubendalls, the Macks, and the W.W.
McCollister family, one of the owners of the Clara Belle Mining and Reduction
Company. The McCollisters owned burros or mules that helped with hauling
construction materials in those early years. Gordon Street (as John Gordon Street,
Sr. was known) and his brother, Bob Allen Sr., helped Johnny McCollister, W.W.’s
son, take care of the animals and occasionally even got to ride one. (See attached
picture in Pioneer Log article by Teddy Kast.) Erma Street also seems to have been
a friend of Enos Mills, the main figure behind the creation of Rocky Mountain
National Park. She had several of his books in the cabin with personal notes from
the author. He died the year they purchased the land for the cabin, 1922.

Gordon and Nell Street went on to contribute greatly to the Allenspark
community in their 14 years of year-round living in the area during the 60’s, 70’s,
and 80’s. Gordon was part of the original water board that established a water
district and built a water system for the entire Allenspark community which
continues into the present. He served on the board that helped with the



transition of St. James Episcopal Church to the Allenspark Community Church and
on the founding board of the Allenspark Men’s Club. Nell was the head of the
“decorating committee” for the church, which raised funds and commissioned the
stunning stained glass windows featuring local wildflowers, created by Jay
Grooter of Estes Park. Sue Nell Street Phillips was married in Allenspark
Community Church in 1976.

Windwhistle has been and is the heart and soul of five generations of Street
family members. With cowboy/girl hats and boots, we learned early to ride horses
on the trails of Cowbell Hill. Each generation added to the “Old Outcamp,” built
among the pines and aspens on the northside of the hill, started by Gordon, Bob
Allen and Mary Louise Street in the 20’s. We dug worms and fished on Fox and
Rock creeks, learned how to clean them at the outside table by the back door,
(Street fish fries were legendary), climbed the ladder to the “Crow’s Nest” to
sleep above the rafters, sang songs around countless fires, cleaned up after the
bats, mice, pack rats, and bears that made the cabin their winter haunt, and we
told stories of Mo, Joe, and Gus Gunderson as well as the Wampus Pussy and the
Ankus Rankus. (See Phillips, S. N. (2013). Out of Red Dirt (And Up Cowbell Hill): a
collection of growing up stories from the Oklahoma riverbeds to the Colorado
Rockies. CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform; 2" edition.)

The year-round family home that my parents built when | was 12 on Willow Creek
burned to the ground in January of 1980, taking with it all other physical
memories of our childhoods. Our house in Oklahoma was razed and replaced with
a 10,000 sq. ft. “trophy” mansion--but Windwhistle remains. It calls us back each
summer, including all the fifth-generation cousins who bonded over
Windwhistle’s roof replacement in 2016—ripping, pounding, stapling, and pausing
to take in the view of Mt. Meeker, now blocked from the front porch by pines that
have gone from toddlers to towering over the past 100 years. It reminds us who
we are and from whence we came. It restores our souls.
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Resource Number: 5BL.14642
Parcel Number: 119726008002

OAHP1403 Official eligibility determination
Rev. 9/98 (OAHP use only)
Date Initials
CoOLORADO CULTURAL RESOURCE SURVEY Determined Eligible- NR

Determined Not Eligible- NR
Architectural Inventory Form T D e Elble SR

Need Data

Contributes to eligible NR District
Noncontributing to eligible NR District

I. Identification

1.  Resource number: 5BL.14642

Parcel number: 119726008002
County: Boulder

City: Allenspark

Historic building name: Windwhistle
Current building name: Windwhistle

Building address: 14877 Peak to Peak Drive

© N o o ;W

Owner name and address:
Street Cowbell Hill Cabin Trust
James Bryan Street

5121 S Mead St

Seattle, WA 98118

Il. GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION
9. P.M.: Township: 3N Range: 73
SE Ya of NE %a of Section: 26
10. UTM reference
Zone _; 13T 455192 mE 4449552 mN
11. USGS quad name: Allenspark

Year: 2019 Map scale: 7.5' M 15 D Attach photo copy of appropriate map section.

12. Lot(s): Block:
Addition: Cowbell Hill Year of Addition: 1989

13. Boundary Description and Justification:
The property is located at address and the legal description is PARCEL 2 COWBELL HILL PER BOCC
DOCKET SE-89-7 03/23/89 and old legal description was Track 1172.



Resource Number: 5BL.14642
Parcel Number: 119726008002

lll. Architectural Description

14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Building plan (footprint, shape): T-Shaped Plan
Dimensions in feet: Length: 28 feet Width: 24 feet
Number of stories: 1

Primary external wall material(s): Log

Roof configuration: Cross Gabled Roof

Primary external roof material: Asphalt Roof

Special features: Stone Chimney and Deck

General architectural description:

21.
22.

23.

The cabin is T-shaped, single story, and has a stone foundation. It has log framing in construction with
horizontal and vertical even tier logs for an exterior finish. There are also vertical wood boards at the
gable end for an exterior finish. On the north exterior gable end is a stone chimney. There are two
wood-fixed picture windows with casements that flank the chimney. Toward the east, there's a wood
sliding window with four panes on the north side. The south elevation has a mixture of fixed and
sliding wood windows with four panes. The east side has a tongue and groove wood door. Next to
the door is a fixed wood four-pane window. Towards the north, there's a wood-fixed picture window
with casements. There's a wood-covered porch on the west side with a gable roof. Centering the
elevation is a tongue and groove door. Toward the north, there's a wood-fixed picture window with
casements and a single pane sliding window towards the south. Lastly, the cabin has a cross-gable
roof with asphalt shingles and metal gutters.
Architectural style/building type: Rustic
Landscaping or special setting features:
This property is north of the community of Allenspark. Allenspark is a mile east from the Rocky
Mountain National Park boundary, with Long’s Peak and Mount Meeker not far to the northwest. The
surrounding terrain is mountainous with pine and aspen trees, along with indigenous plants, grasses
and wildflowers.
Associated buildings, features, or objects:
1: Type: Bunkhouse

Description: The bunkhouse is rectangular, single story, and has a stone foundation. It has log
framing in construction with an exterior of horizontal, even tiered logs. There are also vertical wood
boards at the gable ends for an exterior finish. The west elevation has two wood doors with four
panels. A shed-style portico covers the doors. There are two wood sliding windows with four panes
next to each door. Centering the north and south elevations are fixed wood windows with four panes.
The east elevation has an attached shed with a wood door on the south side. Lastly, it has a side gable

roof with asphalt shingles.
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2: Type: Outhouse
Description: The outhouse is rectangular single story and has a stone foundation. It has log framing
in construction with an exterior of horizontal, even tiered logs. There’s a wood door on the south

elevation, and the structure has a shed roof with asphalt shingles.

IV. ARCHITECTURAL *

25.

26.

27.

28.

29.

30.

Date of Construction:  Actual: 1924
Source of information: Sue Nell Phillips and Assessor Cards
Architect: Unknown
Source of information: Unknown
Builder/Contractor: Oscar Rubendall
Source of information: Sue Nell Phillips email from Dick Thweatt
Original owner: Allen and Erma Street
Source of information: Sue Nell Phillips and 90331139
Construction history (include description and dates of major additions, alterations, or demolitions):
1: Type: Cabin
Construction History: The cabin was built in 1924 possibly by Oscar Rubendall. The roof was
replaced again in 2016 by the Street family. In addition, a few of the windows have been replaced with
casements.
2: Type: Bunkhouse
Construction History: It's unknown when the bunkhouse was built but sometime in the 1930s. The
only alteration would be the asphalt shingle roof.
3: Type: Outhouse
Construction History: It's unknown when the outhouse was built, but probably around the same

time, the cabin was. The only alteration would be the asphalt shingle roof.

Original location: |Z[ Moved: [] Date of move(s):

V. HISTORICAL ASSOCIATIONS

31.
32.
33.
34.
3b.

Original use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
Intermediate use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling
Current use(s): Domestic/Single Dwelling

Site type(s): Seasonal Residential

Historical background:

The entire Boulder Valley area is the ancestral homeland of numerous indigenous peoples over time. The

United States acknowledges the Arapaho and Cheyenne peoples in the Fort Laramie Treaty of 1851 as their

traditional territory.
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The Ludlow and Street families owned the current property and were friends in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma.

The Ludlow family came to Allenspark about 1911 to visit Frank Gays. They enjoyed their stay, and by 1913
they built their cabin in Allenspark. Henry Ludlow was born in 1870 and was an insurance agent, later

president of Farmers Mutual Oil Leasing, and he was also a vice-president of American Standard Insurance.

The Streets followed the Ludlow family to Allenspark and built their cabin too. Unfortunately, both families
lost their cabins to fire. Allen Street and Henry Street then purchased an acre from Oscar Rubendall on
Cowbell Hill. The original deed was lost and not recorded, but according to a deed in 1936, the property was

bought in 1922. Allen and Henry divided the land and built their summer cabins in 1924.

According to Sue Nell, her grandparents, Allen M and Erma Street had Oscar Rubendall build the cabin, and
the family has owned it for almost 100 years. Allen was born to Dr. Joseph and Ira Street in Mexia, Texas, in
1885. The family moved to Oklahoma City in 1891. Allen grew up in Oklahoma City and would herd cattle
with his brother to earn money. He attended Vanderbilt University for two years before coming back to
Oklahoma City in 1907. Allen then helped at his father’s funeral business, Street and Draper Funeral Home.

He married Erma McElhiney in 1909, and they had Mary, Robert, and Gordon.

In 1923, Allen started his political career by running for mayor of Oklahoma City but lost to O. A. Cargill. He
then served for five terms in the Oklahoma House of Representatives and as Speaker of the House in 1928.
By 1943 he was on City Council and then ran for mayor and won in 1947. He was elected to three

consecutive terms from 1947 to 1959. He retired after 1959.

In 1974, Gordon Street took ownership of the property. Gordon was born in Oklahoma City in 1915. He
when to school in Oklahoma and Tennessee. Both of is older siblings had passed away at a young age.
Gordon graduated from the Naval Academy in 1939. That same year he married Nell Phillips. Nell was born
in 1917 in Oklahoma City. She went to Sullins College in Virginia and the University of Oklahoma. During
World War Il, Gordon served in the South Pacific during the landing of marines in Solomon Islands. He was
medically discharged after breaking his back. Later in life, Nell was active in the community, and Gordon
was a mortician and president of the family business, Street & Draper Funeral Home, for 30 years. He
retired in 1968, after selling his business and they moved to Allenspark. They built a house west of the Post
Office on Willow Creek in Allenspark, but unfortunately, it burned down. Gordon passed away in 1980 and a

few years later Nell moved back to Oklahoma City, she passed away in 1995.

Gordon and Nell had five children, from oldest to youngest: John Gordon "Jack" Jr., James "Jim" Bryan,

Tom Phillips, William Allen, and Sue Nell Phillips. In 2007, they formed a trust and are the current owners.
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Jack graduated from Dartmouth College and then received a master's in Business Administration from

Stanford. He owned a store in Boulder called Boulder County Clothing Company in the 1970s. The store

was also located in Denver. Jack was a consultant for Coca-Cola Clothing, Perrier Water, and Umbro.

Jim went to Princeton and Woodrow Wilson School for government and foreign affairs. He then graduated
first in his class from Seattle University School of Law. He was on Seattle's city council for 12 years and

then was a Superior Court judge of the State of Washington.

Tom went to Colorado College and the University of Colorado and got his master's in public administration.
He worked for the Department of Defense in procurement. He retired to Allenspark and currently lives near

Estes.

Bill graduated from Dartmouth College and then received a master's in media at the University of Southern
Oregon. He later lived in England and owned a children's bookstore, and he also served as a postman and

milkman. Later he moved to Ashland, OR as a media specialist at the middle and high schools.

Sue Nell Phillips moved to Allenspark when she was 12 when her parents retired. She graduated high
school in 1974 and then went to the University of Washington and graduated with a degree in French and
Spanish. She then got her master's in education at the University of Oregon and currently lives in Bent,

Oregon.

Allenspark Historic Background

The town of Allenspark was named for Alonzo N. Allen, who came from Wisconsin to what was soon to
become Colorado during the Pikes Peak gold rush. He traveled overland by covered wagon, Alonzo brought
his family with him, and, along with many other recent arrivals, he initially thought of striking it rich. In the
early 1860s, Allen made his way up the South St. Vrain River, eventually staking a claim in the valley below

Taylor Mountain, southeast of the town which would later bear his name.

In 1864, Allen constructed a cabin for his family near present-day Ferncliffe, the stone chimney remains.
Allen prospected for gold in the region but soon turned to other endeavors as well. Within a few years, he
bought and sold horses, grew hay, and ran summer cattle on his land. Eventually, Allen left the rigors of the

high country behind and moved his family down the canyon, settling in the Longmont area.

Some years later, in the early 1890s, the future townsite of Allenspark was homesteaded by George Mack.

By June of 1894, Mack had proved up on this homestead claim which was made up of eighty acres

comprised of the east half of the southeast quarter of Section 26, Township 3 North, Range 73 West. Two
5
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years later, Mark sold the land to George Pfeiffer who established the Allenspark Land and Townsite.

Catering to miners who were beginning to drift into the region, Pfeiffer constructed a hotel, donated land for

a schoolhouse, and opened a post office. The fledgling community of Allenspark had been born.

Mining activity remained sluggish until 1903, when the Clara Bello Mine was opened northeast of the
townsite. The Clara Belle Mine was owned by the Clara Belle Mining and Reduction Company, with L.C.
Tripp as President, Joe J. Lank, Vice-President, and W.W. McCollister, Secretary-Treasurer. Tripp and
McCollister were attorneys who had practiced law together in Nebraska. The mine and mining company
was named for their wives, Clara Tripp and Belle McCollister. The Clara Belle never produced any significant
quantities of gold; however, efforts to exploit it brought people into the region and was the impetus that
established Allenspark as a legitimate town. The Creation of Allenspark as a mining camp was also part of a
regional mining boom. From the 1870s to the early 1900s, saw similar mining communities established at

such places as Jimtown, Balarat, Gresham, Sunshine, and Ward.

By the 1910s, Allenspark was becoming known not as a mining town but rather as a tourist resort.
Eventually, capitalizing on the town’s proximity to Rocky Mountain National Park, Allenspark’s
entrepreneurial citizens constructed rustic-style lodges and seasonal cabins to attract visitors and adventure
seekers. In its beautiful mountain setting at the base of Longs Peak and Mount Meeker, Allenspark offered
such amenities as hiking, horseback riding, bird watching, fishing, hunting, and cross-country skiing. The
community’s largest and most famous rustic lodge was constructed in the early 1930s by Dick and Mildred

Isles. Initially known as the Isles Trading Post, this resort later became the Allenspark Lodge.

In the years following World War ll, Allenspark’s population increased. However, the community’s core spirit
remained much the same. During the latter half of the twentieth century, the town’s venerable citizens, its
old-fashioned charm, and its rustic lodges and cabins continued to cater to visitors attracted by the

splendors of the nearby Rocky Mountain National Park and Roosevelt National Forest.
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36. Sources of information:

Allen Morgan Street (1885-1969)—Find a grave... (n.d.). Retrieved 2022, from
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/16029916/allen-morgan-street

Allen Street | city of okc. (n.d.). Retrieved 2022, from https://www.okc.gov/government/archives-
records/oklahoma-city-history/previous-mayors/allen-street

Cowbell Hill Subdivision 00979083. (1989). Boulder County, CO.

Erma mary mcelhiney street (1886-1982)—Find a... (n.d.). Retrieved 2022, from
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/16029930/erma-mary-street

Knowlton, L. (1989). Weaving Mountain Memories Recollections of the Allenspark Area. McNaughton and
Gunn. P49-51

Ludlow, H. (1910). Oklahoma City Census. United State Federal Census. www.ancestry.com

Ludlow, H. (1923). Oklahoma City Directory. www.ancestry.com

Ludlow, H. (1929). Oklahoma City Directory. www.ancestry.com

McWilliams, C. (2000). Colorado Cultural Resource Surveys.

Phillips, S. N. S. (2013). Out of red dirt (And up cowbell hill): A collection of growing up stories from the
oklahoma riverbeds to the colorado rockies. CreateSpace Independent Publishing Platform; 2nd
edition.

Phillips, S. N. (2022). 14877 Peak to Peak Drive |[Personal communication].
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Street, A. M. (1939). Oklahoma City Directory. www.ancestry.com
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Street, J. (1996). Personal Representative’s Deed 01605207. Boulder County Clerks and Recording.
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VI. SIGNIFICANCE
37. Local landmark designation: Yes (1 No |ZI Date of designation:

Designating authority:

38. Applicable National Register Criteria:

D A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad pattern of our
history;

D B. Associated with the lives of persons significant in our past;

D C. Embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction, or

represents the work of a master, or that possess high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components may lack individual distinction; or

D D. Has yielded, or may be likely to yield, information important in history or prehistory.

[ ] Qualifies under Criteria Considerations A through G (see Manual)

|Zl Does not meet any of the above National Register criteria

Applicable Colorado State Register criteria:

D A. Associated with events that have made a significant contribution to history.

D B. Connected with persons significant in history.

D C. Has distinctive characteristics of a type, period, method of construction, or artisan.
D D. Is of geographic importance.

D E. Contains the possibility of important discoveries related to prehistory or history.

|Z[ Does not meet any of the above Colorado State Register criteria.

Applicable Boulder County landmark criteria:

|Z[ 1. The character, interest, or value of the proposed landmark as part of the development, heritage, or

cultural characteristics of the county;

D 2. The proposed landmark as a location of a significant local, county, state, or national event;
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39.
40.

41.

42.

43.

D 3. The identification of the proposed landmark with a person or persons significantly contributing to

the local, county, state, or national history;

|Zl 4. The proposed landmark as an embodiment of the distinguishing characteristics of an architectural
style valuable for the study of a period, type, method of construction, or the use of indigenous
materials;

[15. The proposed landmark as identification of the work of an architect, landscape architect, or master

builder whose work has influence development in the county, state, or nation;

D 6. The proposed landmark’s archaeological significance;
D 7. The proposed landmark as an example of either architectural or structural innovation; and

|Zl 8. The relationship of the proposed landmark to other distinctive structures, districts, or sites which

would also be determined to be of historic significance.
D Does not meet any of the above Boulder County landmark criteria.

Area(s) of significance: Architecture and Politics/ Government

Period of significance: 1924
Level of significance: National D State D Local |Zl

Statement of significance:

The cabin was built in 1924, and it's historically significant for its association with Allenspark's
development as a rustic tourist resort during the first half of the twentieth century. The cabin is also
architecturally notable for its Rustic architectural style, even though it has lost some architectural
integrity. It also holds historical significance because the original owner, Allen Street, was a former
mayor of Oklahoma City, OK from 1947 to 1959 and the cabin is still in the Street family for almost 100
years. The cabin and bunkhouse may be eligible for individual local landmark designation Boulder
County under criteria 1,4, and 8.

Assessment of historic physical integrity related to significance:
The cabin's integrity has minimal alterations, with the roof replaced with asphalt shingles and a few

windows replaced, but the rest of the cabin still has its original fabric.

VII. NATIONAL REGISTER ELIGIBILITY ASSESSMENT

44. National Register eligibility field assessment:

Eligible L] Not Eligible ¥ Need Data [
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45. s there National Register district potential? Yes |:| No |Zl
Discuss: This inventory was conducted as a single as-needed survey.

If there is National Register district potential, is this building: Contributing D_ Noncontributing []

46. If the building is in existing National Register district, is it:  Contributing D Noncontributing D

VIIl. RECORDING INFORMATION

47. Photograph numbers: Digitals at Boulder County Community Planning and Permitting
Negatives filed at: Boulder County Community Planning and Permitting

48. Report title:

49. Date(s): January 26, 2022

50. Recorder(s): Scott Mueller

51. Organization: Boulder County Community Planning and Permitting

52. Address: 2045 13t Street, Boulder, CO 80302

53. Phone number(s): 720-564-2880

NOTE: Please include a sketch map, a photocopy of the USGS quad map indicating resource location, and
photographs.

History Colorado - Office of Archaeology & Historic Preservation
1200 Broadway, Denver, CO 80203 (303) 866-3395
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USGS TOPO Map

SBL.14642

O
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Photographs

Cabin North Elevation January 2022

Cabin South Elevation January 2022
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Cabin East Elevation January 2022

Cabin East Elevation January 2022
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Cabin West Elevation January 2022

Bunk House North Elevation January 2022
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Bunk House South Elevation January 2022

Bunk House East Elevation January 2022
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Bunk House West Elevation January 2022

Outhouse Northwest Elevation Janauary 2022
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Outhouse Southeast Elevation Janauary 2022

Cabin South Elevation late 1920s early 1930s Sue Nell Phillips Photo
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Cabin West Elevation late 1920s early 1930s Sue Nell Phillips Photo

Cabin Southeast Elevation late 1920s early 1930s Sue Nell Phillips Photo
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Cabin South Elevation Assessor Photo 1949

Cabin South Elevation Assessor Photo 1966
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West Elevation Assessor Photo 1979

Allen and Erma Street with children, Mary Louise, Gordon and Bob Allen
Late teens to early 1920s
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Allen Street Office of the Mayor okc.gov Circa 1947-1959

The Gordon Street family sitting on a fence rail, ca. 1960s.
Jim, Tom, Nell, Gordon, Sue Nell, Jack, Bill.
Carnegie Libarary Call Number 508-2-40
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Photos from applicants; photo on right shows the
chinking with ponderosa pine strips



Interior of
cabin, from
applicants



Community Planning & Permitting

Courthouse Annex * 2045 13th Street * Boulder, Colorado 80302 < Tel: 303-441-3930
Mailing Address: P.O. Box 471 « Boulder, Colorado 80306 ¢ www.BoulderCounty.org

HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

Thursday, April 7, 2022 — 6:00 p.m.

Due to COVID-19, Public Hearing to be Held Virtually

PUBLIC HEARING
STAFF PLANNER: Denise Grimm
STAFF RECOMMENDATION RE:

Docket HP-22-0003: Murray-Culver Farm

Request: Boulder County Historic Landmark Designation

Location: 7698 St. Vrain Road, in Section 01, T2N, R70W of the 6th Principal
Meridian

Zoning: Agricultural (A) Zoning District

Owner: Boulder County

PURPOSE

To determine if the nominated property qualifies for landmark designation, determine if the
landmark application is complete, and formulate recommendations for the Board of County
Commissioners.

BACKGROUND

An application for landmark designation of the site has been submitted by Boulder County Parks and
Open Space. The landmark site is an approximately .47-acre area of a 28.94-acre parcel. The site
includes four (4) contributing resources which are the house, the barn, the shed, and the chicken
house; and one (1) non-contributing structure which is the shop/garage.

The property changed owners several times and does not have significance related to a specific
person. Thus, the name Murray-Culver Farm has been chosen to represent its origins as a farm.

The property is associated with the late 19th and early 20th century development of agriculture in
the Hygiene area and represents a family farm property type with a house and assortment of
agricultural outbuildings. This property type, once prolific throughout Boulder County, has
rapidly disappeared throughout the county because of increasing development pressures and
decreasing farming activities.

The property retains the key farm buildings of the house, barn, shed, and chicken house. Viewed
together, the farm buildings are historically significant as an intact example of family farm

Matt Jones County Commissioner Claire Levy County Commissioner Marta Loachamin County Commissioner



property type that retains sufficient historic physical integrity from their periods of significance
with regard to their location, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, association, and design.

Minor repairs and moderate alterations have been made to the farm’s outbuildings and were
largely done simply and with like materials. The house has a moderate degree of alterations with
small south addition that is over 50 years of age, undated front porch changes that removed the
four wood column roof supports and half knee wall, and enlargement of the front door opening
to accommodate a sliding glass patio door. The moderate alterations to the house and
outbuildings do not have a large enough visual impact to diminish the site’s overall character and
ability to convey its historic significance.

On January 16, 2020, a subcommittee of the HPAB unanimously agreed (3-0) that the property is
eligible for landmark status under Criterion 1, and the barn is eligible under Criterion 4. They then
agreed that the site should be landmarked as a condition of approval for docket LU-19-0042. The
Limited Impact Special Use Review is to allow a Forestry Processing and Sort Yard to the west and
southwest of the proposed landmark site. The subcommittee also asked for screening with shrubbery
between the landmark site and the new development.

On February 9, 2021, a subcommittee of the HPAB re-reviewed the property and made the same
determination.

SIGNIFICANCE
The property qualifies for landmark designation under Criteria 1 and 4.

Criterion 15-501(A)(1) The character, interest, or value of the proposed landmark as part of the
development, heritage, or cultural characteristics of the county;

The property is significant for its association with the development of early agriculture in
Boulder County.

Criterion 15-501(A)(4) The proposed landmark is an embodiment of the distinguishing
characteristics of an architectural style valuable for the study of a period, type, method of
construction, or the use of indigenous materials;

The property is significant because the barn is an excellent example of a front gabled single
wing barn.

RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Historic Preservation Advisory Board APPROVE and recommend that

the BOCC approve Docket HP-22-0003: Murray-Culver Farm under Criteria 1 and 4 and subject
to the following conditions:

1. Alteration of any exterior feature of the structures or construction within the site area
will require review and approval of a Certificate of Appropriateness (CA) by
Boulder County (note: applicable county review processes, including but not limited
to Site Plan Review, may be required).

2. Regular maintenance which prolongs the life of the landmark, using original
materials or materials that replicate the original materials, will not require review for
a Certificate of Appropriateness, provided the Community Planning & Permitting
Director has determined that the repair is minor in nature and will not damage any
existing features. Emergency repairs, which are temporary in nature, will not



require review (note: Depending on the type of work, a building permit may still be
required.)
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Boulder County Community Planning and Permitting Department
Annex Building - 13th and Spruce Streets - Boulder

PO Box 471, Boulder, CO 80306

(303) 441-3930

1. Name of Property

Historic Names: Murray-Culver Farm, Johansen Farm, Lyman Farm, Chandler Farm
Current Name: St. Vrain Forestry Yard, Ramey (Shadi) Open Space
Site Number: 5BL.6687

Historic Narrative:

INDIGENOUS PEOPLE AND THEIR LAND

Since time immemorial Indigenous people have lived in Colorado with their own unique cultures,
relationships, and histories. Eastern Colorado was home to a variety of Indigenous tribes that
include the Apache, Arapaho, Cheyenne, Comanche, Crow, Kiowa, Sioux, Pawnee, and Ute.
Their presence on the land is known today through Indigenous oral tradition, recorded history,
photos, writings and mapping of explorers, non-Native stories, and archaeological investigation.

Between the 1860s and early 1880s Indigenous people in eastern Colorado and the central
mountains were forcibly removed by the United States government from their traditional
homelands identified as belonging to them in the1851 Treaty of Fort Laramie. In addition to the
forced removal from their traditional homelands to unfamiliar and inferior lands far away,
Indigenous people also suffered great trauma with the suppression of their language, history,
beliefs, and culture through numerous measures and laws well into the 20" century.

The traumatic measures and laws established by the United States government that resulted in
the forced removal of Indigenous people from their traditional homelands simultaneously set the
stage for the great westward expansion in the mid to late 19" century. Domestic and foreign
migrants, as well as railroad companies and states, utilized the various federal land acts to claim
for themselves what was once Indigenous land 2

DENVER PACIFIC RAILWAY AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY

The Denver Pacific Railway and Telegraph Company (Denver Pacific), a historic railroad
company, was formed on November 19, 1867 to create a link between fast growing Denver City
and the Union Pacific’s transcontinental railroad crossing though Cheyenne, Wyoming.?

! Troyer, Michael D., “Colorado Territory,” Colorado Encyclopedia,
https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/colorado-territory, accessed January 26, 2022.

2 Encyclopedia Staff, "Boulder County," Colorado Encyclopedia,
https://coloradoencyclopedia.org/article/boulder-county, accessed January 26, 2022.

3 “Denver Pacific Railway and Telegraph Company,” Wikipedia (Wikimedia
Foundation), https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denver_Pacific_Railway_and_Telegraph_Company,
accessed January 25, 2022.
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Colorado Territorial Governor John Evans declared that "Colorado without railroads is
comparatively worthless.” As a result, Evans, together with other local business leaders,
including David Moffat, William Byers, Joseph E. Bates, Bela Hughes, Walter

Cheesman, and Luther Kountze partnered with East Coast investors to form Denver Pacific.

A sense of urgency existed for this Denver based corporation due to the formation of a rival, the
Colorado, Clear Creek and Pacific Railway, by William A.H. Loveland and citizens of Golden,
with the intention of linking that town directly with Cheyenne and making Golden the hub of the
territory instead of Denver City.

But, the following year, Denver Pacific faced financial troubles. In a desperate attempt to save
the financially troubled Denver Pacific, Territorial Governor John Evans, secured a deal between
the competing transcontinental railroad companies, Union Pacific and Union Pacific Eastern
Division (UPED), to assist Denver Pacific to construct the line between Denver and Cheyenne.
The UPED agreed to transfer their right of way and grant of lands it received north and west of
Denver City from the United States Congress under the Pacific Railroad Acts in hopes to receive
additional government appropriations and the right to use the Denver Pacific line after its
construction. * The UPED received a large amount of land under the Pacific Railroad Act of
1866 and President Johnson signed it into law signed on March 3, 1869.

In 1876, the United States government issued a land patent to the Denver Pacific for 49,811
acres.® Included in the large amount of land are the 80 acres that originally comprised the subject
property in the West ¥ of the Northeast ¥ of Section 1, Township 2 North, Range 70 West.

DENVER PACIFIC RAILWAY AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY SELLS THE
PROPERTY TO JAMES MURRAY, ALEXANDER MURRAY, AND ROBERT CULVER

On January 4, 1876, John Evans, no longer Colorado’s territorial governor, but now a trustee for
the Denver Pacific, sells 240 acres of the 49,811 acres deeded to them by the United States
government to James Murray and Alexander Murray (one-half interest in the land between the
two individuals) and Robert Culver (one-half interest in the land) of Boulder County for
$1,140.05.5 This 240 acre sale includes the 80 acres of the subject property and another 160
acres in the Southwest ¥ of Section 1, Township 2 North, Range 70 West.

“As a result of the United States enacting the 1862 Pacific Railroad Acts, a series of acts
and subsequent amending acts, that promoted the construction of a transcontinental railroad in
the United States, Congress authorized the issuance of government bonds and the grants of land
to railroad companies to ensure the transcontinental railroad’s success.

>Noel, Thomas J, “All Hail the Denver Pacific: Denver’s First Railroad,” Colorado
Magazine, Volume 50, Number 2, Spring 1973.

sBoulder County, Deed, Denver Pacific Railway and Telegraph Company to James
Murray, Alexander Murray, and Robert Culver, Book 89, Page 525, April 26, 1886, Office of the
Clerk and Recorder, Recording Division Online Service, https://recorder.bouldercounty.org,
accessed January 21, 2022.
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Research produced very little information about James Murray and Alexander Murray. Itis
suspected the men are brothers, but evidence could not be found to confirm their relationship.
Alexander Murray was born about 1848 in Scotland. ” In 1870 he immigrated to the United
States.® On March 9, 1879, Alexander Murray married Mary Culver in Boulder.® Mary is the
sister of Robert Culver, the other partial owner of the subject property. Mary was born
September 12, 1844 in Little Valley, Cattaraugus County, New York.'% In June 1880, the couple
are living in the Pella precinct with Alexander, age 32, listed as a farmer and Mary, age 33,
keeping house. In an 1893 Boulder Daily Camera notice of visitors to Boulder, Murray is
identified as a horse dealer from Longmont.! Research into James Murray produced no
verifiable information that could be included in this nomination.

Boulder County Clerk and Recorders records show that James and Alexander Murray, without
Robert Culver, also purchased an additional 80 acres adjacent to the west property line of the
subject property on November 13, 1875.%2 It is interesting to note that both deeds to this adjacent
80-acre property and the subject property were not filed for record with Boulder County until the
same day on April 26, 1886.

On February 5,1878 Alexander Murray, showing as residing in Boulder, sells his interest in the
subject property plus his interest in the additional 80 acres adjacent to the west property line of
the subject property to his brother-in-law Robert Culver.®3

"Alexander Murray, 1880 United States Census, Ancestry.com Operations Inc., accessed
January 21, 2022, https://www.ancestry.com/.

8Alexander Murray, 1910 United States Census, Ancestry.com Operations Inc., accessed
January 21, 2022, https://www.ancestry.com/.

Boulder County, Marriage Certificate, Alexander Murray and Mary Culver, Book J,
Page 289, March 10, 1879, Office of the Clerk and Recorder, Recording Division Online
Service, https://recorder.bouldercounty.org, accessed January 21, 2022.

OMary Culver, 1850 United States Census, Ancestry.com Operations Inc., accessed
January 21, 2022, https://www.ancestry.com/.

11Boulder Daily Camera, October 6, 1893, p. 4, Colorado Historic Newspapers
Collection, https://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org, accessed January 21, 2022,

12Boulder County, Deed, Denver Pacific Railway and Telegraph Company to James
Murray and Alexander Murray, Book 89, Page 528, April 26, 1886, Office of the Clerk and
Recorder, Recording Division Online Service, https://recorder.bouldercounty.org, accessed
January 21, 2022.

13Boulder County, Warranty Deed, Alexander Murray to Robert Culver, Book 54, Page
71, February 5, 1878, Office of the Clerk and Recorder, Recording Division Online Service,
https://recorder.bouldercounty.org, accessed January 21, 2022.



On January 1, 1880, James Murray, now residing in Barber County, Kansas, sells his interest in
the subject property plus his interest in the additional 80 acres adjacent to the west property line
of the subject property to Robert Culver.'* As a result of this sale, Robert Culver is now the sole
owner of the subject property that remains 80 acres in size.

ROBERT CULVER

Robert Culver was born on March 6, 1830 in Little Valley, Cattaraugus County, New York.
Culver arrived in Colorado in the early spring of 1860 after spending eight years in Chicago in
the produce business. When Culver arrived in Colorado, he brought the first steam quartz mill by
mule team to Gold Hill. Culver mined and milled for three years before relocating to Boulder
where he rented a 160-acre farm from C.J. Goss located between the growing downtown area
and the University of Colorado. Culver later purchased the farm from Goss. Culver focused his
efforts on raising livestock and constructing houses in the addition named after him. Culver’s
Addition was later annexed into the City of Boulder in 1874. Culver served as the Boulder
County Clerk and Recorder for two years and Clerk of the District Court.

An early supporter of education in the area, Culver was instrumental in securing the election of
Charles F. Holly as the Boulder County representative to the first Territorial Legislature on a
pledge to introduce a bill to bring the University of Colorado to Boulder. Territorial Governor
William Gilpin ratified that bill on November 7, 1861. Culver lived in Boulder, but continued to
purchase farms outside of Boulder, including the subject property, as well as in Larimer County.
By 1880 Culver owned about 560 acres.® There is no evidence to suggest Robert Culver lived
on the subject property.

On March 11, 1904, Robert Culver, now residing in Baltimore, Maryland to care for his sister’s
real estate holdings, sold the subject property to William R. Parkins of Boulder County.'® On the
same day, Parkins sold the subject property to Conrad Cimiyotti of Boulder County.’

14Boulder County, Warranty Deed, James Murray to Robert Culver, Book 92, Page 375,
April 26, 1886, Office of the Clerk and Recorder, Recording Division Online Service,
https://recorder.bouldercounty.org, accessed January 21, 2022.

BHistory of Clear Creek and Boulder Valleys, Colorado. Containing a Brief History of
the State of Colorado ... and Account of the Ute Trouble; a History of Gilpin, Clear Creek,
Boulder and Jefferson Counties, and Biographical Sketches, Evansville, IN: Unigraphic, Inc.,
1971.

8Boulder County, Warranty Deed, Robert Culver to William R. Parkins, Book 251, Page
481, March 11, 1904, Office of the Clerk and Recorder, Recording Division Online Service,
https://recorder.bouldercounty.org, accessed January 22, 2022.

1"Boulder County, Warranty Deed, William R. Parkins and Laura M. Parkins to Conrad
Cimiyotti, Book 279, Page 41, March 11, 1904, Office of the Clerk and Recorder, Recording
Division Online Service, https://recorder.bouldercounty.org, accessed January 22, 2022.



Robert Culver died on November 28, 1906 in Baltimore, Maryland, but is buried in Columbia
Cemetery in Boulder next to his wife, his two sons, and his mother.

Less than a year later, on January 3, 1905, Cimiyotti sold the subject property to Hans Johansen
from Rio Grande County, Colorado.8

HANS AND DELVINA JOHANSEN

Hans Johansen was born on August 3, 1867 in Denmark. Johansen immigrated to the United
States in either 1883, 1884 or 1885 and became a naturalized citizen. (Federal census records list
3 immigration dates for Johansen over various census years). The 1900 federal census identifies
Johansen as a farmer living in Iroquois, Illinois. In 1891, at the age of 24, Johansen married
Delvina Servis, age 19, in Iroquois, Illinois. At some point the Johansens moved to Colorado and
by 1905 moved to Boulder County to reside on the subject property. The 1930 federal census
lists Johansen as living on the subject property.*°

Delvina passed away on April 30, 1936. Hans continued to live on the subject property until his
death on June 10, 1940.2° Both Delvina and Hans are buried at Mountain View Cemetery in
Longmont.?! The subject property stayed in the family until February 16, 1944, when the
couples four daughters, Louise, Bertha, Evelyn, and Ruth Anna sold the property to Elbert R. and
Thelma M. Lyman.??

8Boulder County, Warranty Deed, Conrad Cimiyotti to Hans Johansen, Book 280, Page
417, January 3, 1905, Office of the Clerk and Recorder, Recording Division Online Service,
https://recorder.bouldercounty.org, accessed January 21, 2022.

¥Hans Johansen, Ancestry.com Operations Inc., https://www.ancestry.com/, accessed
January 22, 2022.

20“Hans Johansen, Long Time Citizen, Dies Monday Even’ng,” Longmont Ledger, June
14,1904, p. 1, Longmont Public Library.

210p Cit., Hans Johansen, Ancestry.

22Boulder County, Warranty Deed, Louise Nelson, Bertha Scott, Evelyn Scott and Ruth
Anna Habgood to Elbert R. Lyman and Thelma M. Lyman, Book 740, Page 402, February 16,
1944, Office of the Clerk and Recorder, Recording Division Online Service,
https://recorder.bouldercounty.org, accessed January 22, 2022.



ELBERT RUFUS AND THELMA MAE LYMAN

Elbert Rufus Lyman was born in McDonald, Kansas on March 9, 1912. He married Thelma Mae
Hanson, also from Kansas, on July 30, 1940. Together they had one son, Charles.?* 2* The
Lymans owned the subject property from 1944-1949. No additional information about the
Lyman’s time on the subject property could be found. The Lymans sold the subject property to
Roy H. Chandler and Lola M. Chandler of Elbert County, Colorado, in March 1949.2°

ROY HUBERT AND LOLA MAE CHANDLER

Roy Hubert Chandler was born in Quincy, Kansas on April 28, 1897. He married Lola Mae
Frazier on August 1, 1942 in Pittsburg, Kansas. Lola was born on October 26, 1899 in Hebron,
Nebraska. While in Pittsburg, Kansas, Roy and Lola attended Pittsburg State Teachers College.

After graduation, both Roy and Lola were school teachers in Englewood, Kansas. Roy was an
Industrial Arts teacher. In 1943, the couple moved to a farm in eastern Colorado in the vicinity
of the towns of Simla and Kiowa. In 1949, the family purchased the subject property in order to
be closer to Colorado Agricultural College (Colorado State University) for their son, George, to
attend after completing high school. George graduated Colorado Agricultural College and
became a veterinarian and later mayor of Longmont.

The Chandlers operated a farm that included dairy cows and hogs until Roy’s retirement in 1980.
Roy served in the army during World War 1, enjoyed wood working and fishing. Roy had his
wood shop set up inside the concrete block building that served as both a shop and garage. Lola
had a large garden on the property and rarely had to go to the grocery store due to her ability to
make most of their food at home.?® The couple also belonged to the Hygiene Methodist Church.
Roy and Lola, had two sons, George and Rex, and a daughter, Constance (Connie).?” 2

Z3Elbert R. Lyman, Ancestry.com Operations Inc., https://www.ancestry.com/, accessed
January 22, 2022.

24Thelma M. Lyman, Ancestry.com Operations Inc., https://www.ancestry.com/, accessed
January 22, 2022.

ZBoulder County, Warranty Deed, Elbert R. Lyman and Thelma M. Lyman to R.H.
Chandler and Lola M. Chandler, Book 839, Page 351, March 14, 1949, Office of the Clerk and
Recorder, Recording Division Online Service, https://recorder.bouldercounty.org, accessed
January 27, 2022.

%Chandler, Karen, telephone interview with Carol Beam, February 21, 2022.

27“Roy Chandlers Observe 50 Years of Marriage,” Longmont Times-Call, July 31, 1974,
p. 6, Longmont Library.

28“Roy H. Chandler,” Obituary, Longmont Times Call, December 2, 1986, p. A7,
Longmont Public Library.



In 1963, 1966, and 1971, the Chandler’s sold portions of the subject property, thus reducing the
size of the property down from its original 80 acres to its present 28.94 acres.?°

Roy died on December 1, 1986 at the age of 89 at the Loveland Good Samaritan Retirement
Village. Lola died on June 24, 1996 in a Longmont nursing facility, at the age of 96. They are
buried at Mountain View Cemetery in Longmont 30 3!

Lola Mae Chandler left the property to her children, George Frazier Chandler, Rex Orla
Chandler, and Constance (Connie) Mae Mcllvaney. The family kept the subject property until
selling it in 2007 to James F. Kreitman.3?

In 2012 Kreitman sold the property to Acme Investments, LLC.*3 In 2016 Acme sold the
property to Shadi B. Ramey and Shane Patrick Davis.3* On February 5, 2019, Shadi Ramey sold
the subject property to Boulder County.

BOULDER COUTY PARKS AND OPEN SPACE’S STEWARDSHIP

Boulder County Parks and Open Space (BCPOS) currently manages the property and plans to
transition part of the property for use as a county based forestry project yard that includes a place
for wood storage, a location for processing wood material from forestry projects to its highest
value, and for processing county produced Emerald Ash Borer wood. BCPOS plans to utilize the
property with its current zoning of agricultural land by continuing the agricultural lease with a
tennant who hays the property’s grassland area. BCPOS plans to continue to lease the house,
shop/garage, and barn to a local farm worker. The property is not open to the public and will
only be used for county based forestry activities described above and agricultural activities.

2%Boulder County, Personal Representative’s Deed, George Frazier Chandler, personal
representative of the Estate of Lola Mae Chandler, Reception 01671780, January 21, 1997,
Office of the Clerk and Recorder, Recording Division Online Service,
https://recorder.bouldercounty.org, accessed January 27, 2022.

30Roy H. Chandler, Ancestry.com Operations Inc., accessed January 27, 2022.
31 ola M. Chandler, Ancestry.com Operations Inc., accessed January 27, 2022.

$2Boulder County, General Warranty Deed, George Frazier Chandler and Rex Orla
Chandler to James F. Kreitman, Reception #2897983, December 4, 2007, Office of the Clerk and
Recorder, Recording Division Online Service, https://recorder.bouldercounty.org, accessed
January 27, 2022.

%3Boulder County, Quit Claim Deed, James F. Kreitman to Acme Investments, LLC,
Reception #03205523, February 28, 2012, Office of the Clerk and Recorder, Recording Division
Online Service, https://recorder.bouldercounty.org, accessed January 27, 2022.

%Boulder County, Warranty Deed, Acme Investments, LLC to Shadi B. Ramey and
Shane Patrick Davis, Reception #03506128, March 15, 2016, Office of the Clerk and Recorder,
Recording Division Online Service, https://recorder.bouldercounty.org, accessed January 28,
2022.
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Address(s): 7698 St. Vrain Road, Longmont, Colorado 80503

3. Classification

Property Ownership: X __Public Private Other

Category of Property: Structure ___ Site District

Number of Resources Within the Property (sites and districts only):
4  Contributing Resources 1  Non-contributing Resource

The 4 contributing resources are the house, barn, shed, and chicken house. The contributing
resources are directly related to the property’s agricultural significance from the period of
significance. The 1 non-contributing resource is the shop/garage. The shop/garage is considered
non-contributing because the building is not related to the property’s agricultural history.

Narrative Describing Classification of Resources:

The subject property is a tract of land owned by Boulder County and therefore meets the
definition of public ownership. The property is also the location of a historic activity, agriculture,
that possesses historic significance and therefore meets the definition of a site.

4. Function or Use

Historic Functions: Agriculture
Current Functions: Domestic, Agriculture

5. Description

Narrative Describing Resource:
House

The house is an irregular plan, one-and-one-half-story, side-gabled roof building that faces east.
The building measures 44’ north-south by 26’ east-west. The foundation material could not be
confirmed. An undated 10°x13’ enclosed porch addition is located on the south elevation. The
house exterior is painted white concrete stucco, with painted green wood shingles in the gable
ends of the house roof, porch addition, dormer and front porch. The side gable roof is covered
with asphalt shingles, and the eaves are boxed with a return. A red brick internal chimney is
located at the ridge of the south roof gable end. The south elevation features one vinyl sliding

8



window on the first floor, three 1/1 wood windows in the enclosed porch addition, two 1/1 vinyl
windows in the gable end, and one small 1/1 vinyl window in the porch addition gable end. A
nine lite composite wood door is located off center in the enclosed porch addition. The west
elevation features two 1/1 wood windows in the enclosed porch addition and three 1/1 vinyl
windows of varying sizes across the length of the main section of the house. The north addition
features one 1/1 vinyl window on the first-floor level, two 1/1 vinyl windows in the upper gable
end, and one painted white exterior chimney. The east elevation features the main house fagade
that contains a sliding glass patio door, two sliding vinyl windows, a gabled porch roof with four
metal decorative scroll supports, two sandstone knee wall planters, and a front gabled roof
dormer with paired 1/1 vinyl windows. The Boulder County Assessor lists 1885 as the
construction date of the house. This construction date could not be verified with other available
research sources.

Barn

The barn is a rectangular plan, two story, front gabled roof building that faces east. The building
measures 30’ north-south by 32’ east-west. The building’s east elevation features a hay hood in
the gable end and the south elevation features a shed roof extension. The foundation is poured
concrete and stone. The wood frame building is covered with painted red vertical wood board
and batten siding. The roof is corrugated metal with a metal vent pipe extending through the
north roof plane. The eaves are boxed.

The east elevation features a single entrance wood door with screen door, a rectangular window
opening without a window ensemble, one four lite fixed pane wood window, and a ribbon of
three side fixed pane wood windows with plexiglass window panes. A side hinged, rectangular
shaped, board and batten door is located above the single entrance wood door, and a bottom
hinged, board and batten hayloft door located in the upper gable end. The north elevation
features two fixed pane wood windows with plexiglass window panes, a board and batten sliding
door and a side hinged, board and batten, hayloft door located above the sliding door. The west
elevation features a single entrance door opening with a fixed interior oriented strand board
plywood cover, and a window opening with a fixed exterior plywood cover. The south elevation
features two top track rolling solid wood sliding doors and one long rectangular window opening
without window sashes. The window opening is covered with chicken wire. Construction date is
estimated to be late 19" or early 20™" century based upon the barn’s style and construction
materials.

Chicken House

The chicken house is rectangular plan, one story, shed roof building that faces south. There is no
foundation. The building measures 10’ north-south by 12’ east-west. The building features wood
frame construction covered by a combination of unpainted vertical wood siding with wood
battens and a piece of plywood over the south elevation door opening. The roof is partially
collapsed and only partially covered with corrugated metal panels. The south elevation features a
single entrance door opening with the remains of a wood door frame, and a rectangular window
opening covered with chicken wire. Based upon the building’s location, it is most likely the
building was moved to the current location at an unknown date. Construction date is unknown.



Shed

The shed is rectangular plan, one story, combination side gabled and hipped roof building that
faces south. There is no foundation. The building measures 9’ north-south by 18’ east-west. The
building features wood frame construction covered by unpainted horizontal wood siding The
roof is corrugated metal. The south elevation features a single entrance door opening without a
door that is flanked on either side by two window openings without sashes. Based upon the
building’s location, it is most likely it was moved to the current location at an unknown date.
Construction date is unknown.

Shop/Garage

The shop/garage is a rectangular plan, one story, hipped roof building that faces east. The
building measures 32’ north-south by 22’ east-west. The building features a poured concrete pad
foundation and concrete block walls. The roof is asphalt shingles. The east elevation features two
large openings with two different types of metal garage doors. A single entrance solid composite
material door is adjacent to the garage doors. The south elevation features two metal casement
windows. Construction date is 1959 based upon the inscription located on the concrete window
ledge on the interior of the south elevation of the building.

6. Statement of Significance

Boulder County Criteria for Designation (check all that apply):

X ___the character, interest, or value of the proposed landmark as part of the development,
heritage, or cultural characteristics of the county;
proposed landmark as a location of a significant local, county, state, or national event;
the identification of the proposed landmark with a person or persons significantly
contributing to the local, county, state, or national history;

X __the proposed landmark as an embodiment of the distinguishing characteristics of an
architectural style valuable for the study of a period, type, method of construction, or the
use of indigenous materials;
the proposed landmark as identification of the work of an architect, landscape architect,
or master builder whose work has influenced development in the county, state, or nation;
the proposed landmark's archaeological significance;
the proposed landmark as an example of either architectural or structural innovation; and
the relationship of the proposed landmark to other distinctive structures, districts, or sites
which would also be determined to be of historic significance.

Areas of Significance: agriculture, architecture
Periods of Significance: 1876-1963 (agriculture); 1885 (architecture)

The agricultural period of significance extends between the date of the property’s transition into
agriculture and when the Chandler family began selling parts of the property off thus reducing
the agricultural significance of the property. The architectural period of significance is the
assumed house’s construction date according to the Boulder County Assessor.
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Significant Dates:

1876 - United States issues a patent for the land to the Denver Pacific Railroad

1876 - Denver Pacific Railroad sells 240 acres, including the subject property, to James Murray,
Alexander Murray, and Robert Culver

1878 - Alexander Murray sells his interest in the subject property to Robert Culver

1880 - James Murray sells his interest in the subject property to Robert Culver

1880 -1904 - Robert Culver owns the subject property

1885 - House construction according to the Boulder County Assessor

1905-1944 - Hans Johansen and family own the subject property

1944-1949 - Elbert and Thelma Lyman own the subject property

1949-2007 - Roy and Lola Chandler and family own the subject property

2019 - Shadi Ramey sells the subject property to Boulder County

Significant Persons:

Robert Culver is a historically significant individual in 19" century Boulder County history, but
his significance is not associated with this property. Instead, Robert Culver’s historic
significance is tied to his City of Boulder contributions and his residence in Boulder. As a result
of these factors, Criterion 3 does not apply to this nomination.

Statement of Significance:

The property is associated with the late 19" and early 20" century development of agriculture in
the Hygiene area and represents a family farm property type with a house and assortment of
agricultural outbuildings. This property type, once prolific throughout Boulder County, has
rapidly disappeared throughout the county because of increasing development pressures and
decreasing farming activities.

The property retains the key farm buildings of the house, barn, shed, and chicken house. Viewed
together, the farm buildings are historically significant as an intact example of family farm
property type that retains sufficient historic physical integrity from their periods of significance
with regard to their location, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, association, and design.
The property retains a rural setting with pasture or open fields surrounding the property.

Minor repairs and moderate alterations have been made to the farm’s outbuildings and were
largely done simply and with like materials. The house has a moderate degree of alterations with
small south addition that is over 50 years of age, undated front porch changes that removed the
four wood column roof supports and half knee wall, and enlargement of the front door opening
to accommodate a sliding glass patio door. The moderate alterations to the house and
outbuildings do not have a large enough visual impact to diminish the site’s overall character and
ability to convey its historic significance.

Since the property is retains its historic physical integrity from its periods of significance and
therefore conveys its historic significance, the property is eligible as a Boulder County local
historic landmark under Boulder County Criterion 1-501-A (1) for its association with the
development of early agriculture in Boulder County and Boulder County Criterion 1-501-A (4)
for the barn’s excellent example of a front gabled single wing barn.
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January 3, 1905. Office of the Clerk and Recorder, Recording Division Online Service,
https://recorder.bouldercounty.org.

Boulder County. Decree of Heirship. Hans Johansen Estate. Book 705, Page 488. July 14, 1941.
Office of the Clerk and Recorder, Recording Division Online Service,
https://recorder.bouldercounty.org.
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Habgood to Elbert R. Lyman and Thelma M. Lyman. Book 740, Page 402. February 16,
1944. Office of the Clerk and Recorder, Recording Division Online Service,
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Boulder County. Warranty Deed. Elbert R. Lyman and Thelma M. Lyman to R.H. Chandler and
Lola M. Chandler. Book 839, Page 351. March 14, 1949. Office of the Clerk and
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Boulder County. Warranty Deed. George Frazier Chandler and Rex Orla Chandler to James E.
Kreitman. Reception 2897983. December 4, 2007. Office of the Clerk and Recorder,
Recording Division Online Service, https://recorder.bouldercounty.org.

Boulder County. Warranty Deed. James E. Kreitman to Acme Investments LLC. Reception
03205523. February 28, 2012. Office of the Clerk and Recorder, Recording Division
Online Service, https://recorder.bouldercounty.org.

Boulder County. Warranty Deed. Acme Investments LLC to Shadi B. Ramey and Shane Patrick
Davis. Reception 03506128. March 15, 2016. Office of the Clerk and Recorder,
Recording Division Online Service, https://recorder.bouldercounty.org.

Boulder County. Road No. 82 — From Point One Mile South of Hygiene, South-Easterly about 1
% Miles. Road Book B, Page 145. 1901.

Boulder County. Township 2 North, Range70 West, Page 7, Plat Map Section. 1936.

Boulder County Assessor Real Estate Appraisal Card Rural Master Index. Township 2 North,
Range 70 West, Carnegie Branch Library for Local History, Boulder, Colo.

Boulder County Atlas. Rocky Mountain Map Company. Denver, Colo., 1940.

Boulder Daily Camera. October 6, 1893. Colorado Historic Newspapers Collection,
https://www.coloradohistoricnewspapers.org.

Bureau of Land Management, General Land Office. 2 North, Range 70 West, 6™ Principal
Meridian. https://glorecords.blm.gov/default.aspx.

Chandler, Lola Mae. Obituary. Longmont Times-Call. June 25, 1996. Longmont Library,
Longmont, Colo.

Chandler, Lola M. Ancestry. Ancestry.com Operations Inc. https://www.ancestry.com/.

Chandler, Lola M. Find A Grave. https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60878775/lola-mae-
chandler.

Chandler, Roy H. Obituary. Longmont Times Call. December 2, 1986. Longmont Library,
Longmont, Colo.

Chandler, Roy H. Ancestry. Ancestry.com Operations Inc. https://www.ancestry.com/.

Chandler, Roy H. Find A Grave. https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60878779/roy-hubert-
chandler.
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Cimiyotti, Conrad. Find A Grave. https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/36720648/conrad-
cimiyotti.

Culver, Mary. Ancestry. Ancestry.com Operations Inc. https://www.ancestry.com/.
Culver, Robert. Ancestry. Ancestry.com Operations Inc. https://www.ancestry.com/.
Culver, Robert. Find A Grave. https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/49999463/robert-culver.

Denver Pacific Railway and Telegraph Company. Wikipedia (Wikimedia Foundation),
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Denver_Pacific_Railway_and_Telegraph_Company.

Drumm, Henry A. Drumm’s Revised Map of the Boulder Oil Fields. BHS Map County 1909-1.
1909. Boulder, Colo.

Drumm, Henry A. Boulder County Map. 1914. Accessed through Boulder County shared files,
April 1, 2020.

Freeze, Samuel. Map of Boulder County, Colorado. Compiled in part from official data, and in
part from actual Surveys made for the purpose, by Sam'l Freeze, in October, November,
December and January, A.D., 1880-'81.

“Hans Johansen, Long Time Citizen, Dies Monday Even’ng.” Longmont Ledger. June 14, 1904.
Longmont Library.

History of Clear Creek and Boulder Valleys, Colorado. Containing a Brief History of the State of
Colorado ... and Account of the Ute Trouble; a History of Gilpin, Clear Creek, Boulder
and Jefferson Counties, and Biographical Sketches. Evansville, IN: Unigraphic, Inc.,
1971.

Johansen, Hans. Ancestry. Ancestry.com Operations Inc. https://www.ancestry.com/.

Johansen, Hans. Find A Grave. https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/60884919/hans-johansen.

Lyman, Elbert R. Ancestry. Ancestry.com Operations Inc. https://www.ancestry.com/.

Lyman, Thelma M. Ancestry. Ancestry.com Operations Inc. https://www.ancestry.com/.

Marden Maps. Ownership Plat Book of Boulder County, Colorado, Marden Maps, Boulder,
Colo., 1953.

McWilliams, Carl. Cultural Resource Historians for Boulder County, Boulder County Historic
Sites Survey 5BL6687, 1996. Boulder County Parks and Open Space, Longmont, Colo.

Murray, Alexander. Ancestry. Ancestry.com Operations Inc. https://www.ancestry.com/.
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Murray, James Murray. Ancestry. Ancestry.com Operations Inc. https://www.ancestry.com/.

Noel, Thomas J. All Hail the Denver Pacific: Denver’s First Railroad. Colorado Magazine,
Volume 50, Number 2, Spring 1973.

“Robert Culver Dead.” Boulder Daily Camera. December 1, 1906. Carnegie Branch Library for
Local History, Boulder, Colo.

“Robert Culver Was In Securing Univeesity (sic) For Boulder.” Boulder Daily Camera.
April 17, 1956. Carnegie Branch Library for Local History, Boulder, Colo.

“Roy Chandlers Observe 50 Years of Marriage.” Longmont Times-Call. July 31, 1974.
Longmont Library, Longmont, Colo.

They Came to Stay: Longmont Colorado, 1858-1920. Longmont, Colo.: St. Vrain Valley
Historical Association, 1971.

8.  Geographical Data

Legal Description of Property: NW1/4 of the NE1/4 of Section 1, Township 2 North, Range
70 West, of the 6" Principal Meridian.

Boundary Description: The landmark boundary is defined as an approximate .47 acre parcel as
defined on the landmark boundary map provided with the nomination.

Boundary Justification: The landmark boundary is drawn to encompass the extent of the major
surface features that are associated with the historic agricultural use of the property from the

period of significance. The hog house and machine shed are not included in the landmark
boundary since they are outside the period of significance.

9. Property Owner(s)

Name: Boulder County
Address: P.O. Box 471, Boulder, CO 80306 Phone: 303-441-3950

10. Form Prepared By:

Name: Carol Beam
Address: Boulder County Parks and Open Space, 5201 St. Vrain Rd., Longmont, CO 80503
Phone: 303-678.6272 Email: cbheam@Dbouldercounty.org

11. Photos, Maps, and Site Plan

See attached photos, maps and site plan
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Barn - northeast elevation - Boulder County Assessor photo - circa 1949

House - southeast elevation - Boulder County Assessor photo - circa 1949




left to right - silo (no longer present), garage (no longer present), shed (no longer present),
chicken house (behind shed), privy ( behind shed, no longer present) — looking west
Boulder County Assessor photo - circa 1949

George Chandler on the farm’s old tractor, on the property, 2007. Photo courtesy Karen Chandler



House — southeast elevation — February 9, 2022

House — northwest elevation — February 9, 2022




Barn — northeast elevation — February 9, 2022

Barn — southwest elevation — February 9, 2022




Shop/Garage — southeast elevation — February 9, 2022

Chicken house — southwest elevation — February 9, 2022




Shed — southwest elevation — February 9, 2022
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HISTORIC PRESERVATION ADVISORY BOARD

Thursday, April 7, 2022 — 6:00 p.m.

Due to COVID-19, Public Hearing to be Held Virtually

STAFF: Denise Grimm

National Register of Historic Places nomination of the Rock Creek Farm Rural
Historic District

Request: State OAHP requests HPAB review and comment on this
application
Location: 2005 S 112" Street

Applicant: Boulder County
PURPOSE

The role of the Historic Preservation Advisory Board (HPAB) is to review and comment on the
National Register Application. These comments will be considered by the State OAHP in their
review of the proposal.

BACKGROUND

As a Certified Local Government (CLG), Boulder County has the opportunity to participate in the
National Register process. The State Office of Archaeology and Historic Preservation (OAHP)
sends us copies of any applications within our jurisdiction to review. Attached are the documents for
the nomination of the Rock Creek Farm Rural Historic District. Boulder County owns the property
and has submitted the application.

RECOMMENDATION

We recommend that HPAB respond to the state in support of the nomination recommending that the
property meets criteria A, C and D.

A) Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad
patterns of our history.
C) Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of construction

or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a
significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack individual distinction.
D) Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or history.

Matt Jones County Commissioner Claire Levy County Commissioner Marta Loachamin County Commissioner



10:00

10:10

NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETINGS

COLORADO HISTORIC PRESERVATION
REVIEW BOARD
and
COLORADO STATE REGISTER REVIEW BOARD
Friday, May 20, 2022

Location:

These meetings will be held via Zoom. Please register in advance to attend this
meeting at:
https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kxr06iB_SuyQfgdzmwDtQg
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing instructions for
joining the meeting.

TENTATIVE AGENDA

COLORADO HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD CALL TO ORDER
Dawn DiPrince, Colorado State Historic Preservation Officer

APPROVAL OF MINUTES for January 21, 2022, meeting
NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATION REVIEW
Explanation of program and procedures
Public review and discussion

NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATIONS

Rock Creek Farm (CLG)
2005 S. 112th Street, Broomfield (5BL.787/5B1..375/5BL.400/5BL.2712)

Florence High School (CLG)
215 Maple Avenue, Florence, Fremont County (5FN.3046)

McFadden Brothers Ranch, East Headquarters
18101 Mountain View Drive, Chaffee County (5CF3573)

Hatchette-Turner Cabin
1629 Bear Lake Road, Moraine Park, Larimer County (5L.R.14880)

NATIONAL REGISTER NOMINATIONS COURTESY REVIEW

Buckhorn Ranger Station
Fire Route 133, Arapaho and Roosevelt National Forests (5LR.732)

Uranium Mining in Montrose and San Miguel Counties
Multiple Property Documentation Form

Bachelor Mine
San Miguel County Road Z 13, Naturita Vicinity (5SM.2718)

NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK NOMINATION COURTESY REVIEW

Temple Aaron
407 South Maple Street, Trinidad (5L.A.2179.12)



https://zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_kxr06iB_SuyQfqdzmwDtQg

1:00%* ADJOURNMENT OF COLORADO STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION REVIEW BOARD
Sokokskokokskokokskokokk

1:00%* BREAK

1:30%* STATE REGISTER REVIEW BOARD CALL TO ORDER
Dawn DiPrince, Executive Director, History Colorado/Colorado Historical Society

APPROVAL OF MINUTES for January 21, 2022 meeting

1:40%* ADJOURNMENT OF STATE REVIEW BOARD

*Time shown is approximate and subject to change depending on the length of time required for board review of

each nomination.

Copies of the nominations to be reviewed may be examined at:
State Historic Preservation Office, National Register and State Register Offices,
History Colorado Center, 1200 Broadway, Denver, CO 80203; please call 303-866-3392

NOMINATION SUBMISSION DATES AND REVIEW BOARD MEETING DATES —
MEETINGS TYPICALLY HELD IN DENVER

SUBMISSION DEADLINES® BOARD MEETINGS SUBMISSION DEADLINES® BOARD MEETINGS
February 4, 2022 May 20, 2022 February 3, 2023 May 19, 2023

June 6, 2022 September 16, 2022 June 2, 2023 September 15, 2023
September 30, 2022 January 20, 2023 October 6, 2023 January 19, 2024

®Official nomination submissions must include all required materials including the nomination form, maps and
photographs. Only complete and adequately documented nominations will be forwarded to the Review Board.

Draft nominations may be submitted at any time.

A Preservation Program of



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Registration Form

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts. See instructions in National Register Bulletin, How
to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form. If any item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not
applicable." For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instructions.
Place additional certification comments, entries, and narrative items on continuation sheets if needed (NPS Form 10-900a).

1. Name of Property

historic name ~ ROCK CREEK FARM RURAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

other names/site number GOODHUE FARM & STEARNS DAIRY FARM NO. 2 (5BL.787) / ROCK CREEK STATION
& MILLER TAVERN / DENVER, UTAH & PACIFIC RAILROAD (5BL.374) / COLORADO
CENTRAL RAILROAD (5BL.400) / LINCOLN HIGHWAY & COLORADO ROUTE 1 /
SUNNYSIDE COAL MINE / ROCK CREEK ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE (5BL.2712) /
CAROLYN HOLMBERG PRESERVE AT ROCK CREEK FARM OPEN SPACE

2. Location

street & number 2005 S. 112™ ST. not for publication
city ortown BROOMFIELD X vicinity

state COLORADO code CO county BOULDER code 013 zipcode 80020

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

REVIEW BOARD
DRAFT




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

ROCK CREEK FARM RURAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

BOULDER, COLORADO

Name of Property

County and State

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply.)

Category of Property
(Check only one box.)

private building(s)
X | public - Local X | district
public - State site
public - Federal structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing)

AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES OF BOULDER
COUNTY

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing  Noncontributing

15 3 buildings
4 1 sites
7 5 structures
1 0 objects
27 10 Total

Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

DOMESTIC / single dwelling
DOMESTIC / secondary structure
AGRICULTURE / animal facility
AGRICULTURE / agricultural outbuilding
AGRICULTURE / agricultural field
AGRICULTURE / processing
AGRICULTURE / storage
AGRICULTURE / irrigation facility
INDUSTRY / extractive facility
TRANSPORTATION / rail-related
TRANSPORTATION / road-related

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions.)

GOVERNMENT / government office

AGRICULTURE / animal facility

AGRICULTURE / agricultural outbuilding

AGRICULTURE / agricultural field

TRANSPORTATION / rail-related

RECREATION / outdoor recreation

LANDSCAPE / unoccupied land

LANDSCAPE / conservation area

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions.)

LATE 19™ & EARLY 20™ CENTURY AMERICAN
MOVEMENTS (Bungalow/Craftsman)

OTHER (vernacular agricultural buildings)

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions.)
foundation: CONCRETE
walls: WOOD

BRICK
roof: METAL
other: METAL




United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

ROCK CREEK FARM RURAL HISTORIC DISTRICT BOULDER, COLORADO
Name of Property County and State

NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

Summary Paragraph: The Rock Creek Farm Rural Historic District occupies the southeast
corner of Boulder County, a historically rural agricultural area between Denver and Boulder that is
experiencing increasing suburban development. During the post-World War Il era and over the
following decades, changes spurred by regional population growth led to construction of the Boulder
Turnpike (US Highway 36) in 1950-1951 and the Northwest Parkway in 2001-2003. Access to these
highways promoted development of commercial properties and residential subdivisions, and the rural
character of the area began to change. Amidst all of this, Rock Creek Farm remained an agricultural
oasis and in 1980 Boulder County purchased the property as open space to create a buffer from
encroaching development and continue the land’s agricultural use. Since then, Boulder County has
leased the property to an agricultural tenant and established multiple trails for visitors to enjoy the
solitude, landscape, panoramic views, and wildlife. In addition to its historic agricultural use, Rock
Creek Farm holds evidence of Indigenous human occupation and both mining and transportation uses.

General Features: Located within the Rock Creek basin in the southeast corner of Boulder
County, Rock Creek Farm forms a large buffer of rural acreage set within a developing suburban
environment. The site consists of rolling terrain and is largely occupied by cropfields, pasture, open
prairie, a creek, a perennial stream and drainages, an irrigation ditch with laterals, and an irrigation
reservoir. The irrigation ditch is outside the boundaries of the nomination to comply with Colorado
Revised Statutes guidance on the listing of water resources, but the reservoir is included within the
resource boundaries as it is owned in its entirety by Boulder County Open Space. The nominated
property has a long history of human occupation going back thousands of years. Important historic
features on the landscape include an extensive farmstead, two rail corridors, and a former coal mining
site. An archaeological site discovered near the farmstead is rich with evidence of prehistoric
Indigenous occupation. The former Goodhue Farm / Stearns Dairy Farm No. 2, an extensive complex
of historic agricultural buildings, dates from the early to middle decades of the twentieth century. The
farmstead sits at an elevation of about 5,250’ above sea level.

Rock Creek Farm is a significant rural historic landscape, comprised of natural and cultural resources.
Two of the historic resources have already been determined eligible for inclusion in the National
Register of Historic Places. These are the Goodhue Farm / Stearns Dairy Farm No. 2 (5BL.787) and
the Burlington Northern Railroad (5BL.374). The Rock Creek Archaeological Site (5BL.2712) is listed
in the Colorado State Register of Historic Properties. Additional historic features, highlighted below,
are regarded as contributing resources within the Rock Creek Farm Rural Historic District.

CULTURAL LANDSCAPE FEATURES

Land Use Activities: For thousands of years, the rolling semi-arid short-grass prairie

surrounding Rock Creek had been traversed by Indigenous peoples. Archaeological evidence of early

human presence on the nominated property is found in the northeast area of Rock Creek Farm, just

north of the farmstead and west of US Highway 287. This site along the north bank of Rock Creek was
3
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ROCK CREEK FARM RURAL HISTORIC DISTRICT BOULDER, COLORADO
Name of Property County and State

partially excavated in the early 1990s and found to contain an array of artifacts and features, leading to
its individual designation to the State Register of Historic Properties in 1993 (5BL.2712). Dating back
to around 5,500 years before the present, this is a well-preserved Early Archaic Period and Ceramic
Period multi-component site. Through excavation of the artifacts, along with analysis of floral and faunal
remains, archaeologists determined that the site was an Indigenous camp used to procure and process
resources, and to manufacture stone tools. The archaic hunters and gatherers who frequented the site
are known to have hunted game animals that included bison, deer, Pronghorn antelope, rabbits,
squirrels and birds. They also gathered and ate a variety of edible plants.

For generations prior to the mid-19t™ century, the Rock Creek area was visited by a later assortment of
Indigenous tribes that migrated across the landscape as they were displaced by Euro-American
encroachment from the east. By the early 1800s, the nominated property was part of the Southern
Arapaho homeland, which extended across Colorado’s eastern plains. They were joined on the plains
by other tribes, including the Apache, Cheyenne, Comanche, Crow, Kiowa, Sioux, Pawnee and Ute.
During this period, a band of Southern Arapaho led by Niwot (Left Hand) made their home in the Boulder
Creek valley and among its tributaries and surrounding lands. These included South Boulder Creek
and Rock Creek. Euro-American encroachment into Indigenous lands across the plains during the
1850s and 1860s decimated the bison herds and made life increasingly difficult for the region’s original
inhabitants. By the late 1860s, the Southern Arapaho from the vicinity of Rock Creek had been forced
out of the Colorado Territory and onto reservations. Although no documented archaeological evidence
of their presence has been found on the nominated property, their relation to the land remains an
important element of the area’s history.

In 1849-1850, groups of Cherokee Indians traveled west into the Colorado frontier and then turned
north along the prairie just east of the Rocky Mountains. Their goal was to reach the gold fields of
northern California. The route they took in 1849 led them to the present site of Denver and then north
along the South Platte River before heading northwest into southern Wyoming. The group that traveled
through Colorado in 1850 chose another route closer to the mountains and passed right through the
future Rock Creek Farm. Whether they forged this trail on their own or followed a pre-existing north-
south trail used by Indigenous predecessors or fur trappers is unclear. In any case, Euro-American
surveyors and settlers arriving in the area in the 1860s found the Cherokee Trail in use as a wagon and
stage road.

Around 1860, a roadhouse was established on the Cherokee Trail where the frontier and territorial-era
road crossed Rock Creek. This resource was important to area exploration, transportation and
settlement. Traffic along the road was likely to have been heavy through the 1860s and 1870s, as it was
the primary wagon and stage route between Denver and the emerging communities to the north that were
situated just east of the foothills. After purchasing the Overland Stage Line in 1866, Wells Fargo
incorporated the route into its Denver and Cheyenne Stage Road, with stagecoaches passing through the
nominated property daily. Although the road continued to be used into the 1890s, long-distance traffic
began to decrease after the Colorado Central Railroad and Denver Pacific Railroad built their north-south
lines that connected Denver to Cheyenne in the 1870s. A segment of the Colorado Central, built in 1873,
ran through what is now the southwest area of Rock Creek Farm.

In 1864, the federal government had Township 1 South-Range 69 West surveyed and mapped so the
land could be opened for homesteading and settlement. The first claims were filed over the following

years by families named Goodhue, Foote, Rabb and Hodgson. Between the 1870s and 1890s, most of
4
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today’s Rock Creek Farm emerged as a collection of smaller farm parcels, primarily between 80 and 160
acres in size. While few of the parcels appear to have included farmsteads, one emerged in the east-
central area of Section 22 that would come to define the property over the next century. Abner Goodhue,
who started with 160 acres and acquired the adjoining parcels over the years, was also centrally involved
in an effort launched in 1873 that brought water to the area’s cropfields by way of the Goodhue Ditch and
Goodhue Reservoir No. 1 (now known as Stearns Lake). In addition, in 1897 the federal government
awarded the north half of Section 27 to the Union Pacific Railway Company as part of a large land grant.
That area appears to have never been cultivated for crops. In the early 1930s, the Goodhue Farm was
greatly expanded and converted into a large dairy operation that lasted there for two decades. Agricultural
use of much of Rock Creek Farm has continued to the present day.

During the 1880s, another rail line was constructed through Rock Creek Farm, this one running on a
diagonal through Sections 22 and 27. First operated by the Denver, Utah & Pacific Railroad (DU&PRR)
and then the Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad (CB&QRR), the route connected Denver with
Longmont and Lyons. One additional historic transportation route passed through the farm property.
This was a segment of Colorado Route 1, which curved through the fields south of the farmstead from
the 1910s to the 1930s before it was realigned to follow the east section line. Today this route is known
as US Highway 287.

Finally, the Rock Creek Farm property is located along a coal belt that stretches from southwest to
northeast through Boulder County and into neighboring Weld County. A commercial coal bed was
discovered on the site in the northeast quarter of Section 28, and this was initially developed during the
first years of the twentieth century. The coal mine continued to operate until 1921 and since that time
all of the aboveground buildings and structures have been removed. Despite their absence, the land
upon which they stood and the underground workings below represent an element of the area’s coal
mining history. Future archaeological investigation might provide a better understanding of where its
features were located and how it operated.

Since 1980, the property has been owned by Boulder County and operated by its Parks and Open Space
Department, which developed it into the Carolyn Holmberg Preserve at Rock Creek Farm Open Space.
Trails open for walking, hiking, biking and equestrian use have been established across the property, and
most of the farmstead and cropfields are leased to an agricultural tenant who still plants crops (primarily
corn and pumpkins) and pastures cattle on some of the acreage. A festival staged each October by the
tenant welcomes the public to parts of the farm to enjoy Halloween activities, including pumpkin picking
and a corn maze. Boulder County also leases parts of the property to a raptor rehabilitation non-profit.
Rock Creek Farm retains several built and developed historic features, all of which are described in detail
below and separated into those that contribute to its NRHP eligibility and those that do not. In general,
the agricultural landscape is largely intact and occupied by a small herd of cattle along with an abundance
of wildlife.

Boundary Demarcations: The boundaries of the nominated Rock Creek Farm Rural Historic
District primarily run along or close to established survey lines and the lines of the dedicated public
open space owned by Boulder County. Much of this conforms with the historic extent of the farm and
coal mine properties. The entire area encompasses 1,150 acres or 1.8 square miles. This includes all
of Section 22, the north half of Section 27, and most of the east half of Section 28 in Township 1 South-
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Range 69 West, excepting the channel and berm of the Goodhue Ditch, which is not a part of this listing
and not included in the list of contributing/non-contributing features.

Topography: The nominated property’s topography defines its natural character, has shaped its
history of development and use, and has played a role in its circulation network and patterns of spatial
organization. The site has several primary natural features of note. The first is its rolling landscape,
which was open prairie prior to its development for agriculture, transportation and mining. The still
undeveloped land in the north half of Section 27 south of the rail line has never been cultivated and
provides a glimpse into what the landscape looked like prior to Euro-American settlement.

Rock Creek bisects the site from southwest to northeast, providing wildlife and humans who have
visited or lived on the property with a reliable source of surface water. It is joined by Buffalo Guich, a
smaller southern tributary of Rock Creek, that drains the higher ground to the southeast. Seepage from
these two bodies of water likely contributed to stocking of the aquifer beneath the site over many
thousands of years. Part of the larger Coal Creek watershed and South Platte drainage, the Rock
Creek basin originates near Colorado Highway 93 south of Boulder, crosses Rocky Flats and open
rangeland, and extends to a point just east of Lafayette where it merges with Coal Creek. Overall, the
Rock Creek watershed extends for nearly twelve miles and varies from one to three miles in width.

Within the Rock Creek Farm Rural Historic District, Rock Creek flows along a meandering course for
some two miles in a northeasterly direction, from Brainard Drive on the west, to U.S. Highway 287 on
the east. Along the route, the creek drops nearly one hundred feet in elevation, from 5303’ to 5216’
above sea level. The riparian ecosystem formed by the creek creates a biological environment rich
with native plants and wildlife. Numerous bird, mammal, and amphibian species thrive in this ideal
wildlife habitat. Included among the mammals are white-tail and mule deer, bats, cottontail rabbits,
jackrabbits, prairie dogs, squirrels, muskrats, coyotes, fox, raccoons, weasels, and skunks. Hawks and
eagles also frequent the site.

In a semi-arid environment with scant precipitation, the availability of running surface water drew
Indigenous peoples to camp along Rock Creek over many generations. Starting in the mid-1800s, the
creek and the north-south Cherokee Trail-Overland Stage Line Road brought Euro-American travelers
and settlers to the area. This resulted in settlement and development of the property, most notably with
a farmstead that was intentionally placed along Rock Creek in Section 22. Itis likely that the creek was
used to water livestock during the farm’s early years. Irrigation water for crops planted on the property’s
higher acreage was provided starting in the 1870s by the Goodhue Ditch and Goodhue Reservoir No.
1, now known as Stearns Lake.

During the first decades of the twentieth century, the site’s topographic features led to the development
of a coal mine in its southwest area. The property is located on the south edge of the historic Boulder-
Weld Coal Field, a belt that runs from Marshall on the southwest to Frederick and Firestone on the
northeast. The site’s mostly low rolling terrain was also amenable to the construction of two rails lines
that traversed the property, one through Sections 22 and 27, and the other through Section 28. The
rail line in Sections 22 and 27 was aligned to run along the diagonal base of the higher ground to the
southeast. Small trestles were required along both lines to span the area’s drainages. In the early
1900s, the Cherokee-Overland Trail was replaced by a north-south wagon and automobile road that
mostly followed the east lines of Sections 22 and 27. However, due to the fact that it had to navigate
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the somewhat rougher terrain among the bluffs and washes in the southeast quarter of Section 22 and
northeast quarter of Section 27, the road initially curved to the west through the acreage southeast of
the rail line. This was rectified a few years later when the road, which became Colorado Route 1 and
US Highway 287, was returned to the east section lines.

Soft ridges rise to the east and southeast of the nominated property, blocking much of the view of the
residential subdivisions beyond. Limited commercial development is visible in the distance to the
northeast and southwest. Much of the Northwest Parkway to the north and US Highway 36 to the south
are hidden from view. Also to the east across US Highway 287 is Ruth Roberts Park, another large
open space property owned by Boulder County, which adds to the nominated site’s rural setting. To
the west, the unobstructed view extends for miles, with the horizon dominated by the Flatirons above
Boulder and beyond that the alpine heights of the Rocky Mountains.

Vegetation: Most of the acreage on the nominated site consists of natural shortgrass prairie, active
and fallow crop fields, grazing pasture, and Stearns Lake. Located within the Plains grasslands
vegetation zone, the Rock Creek site features blue grama and buffalo grass interspersed with native
shrubs and flowers. Deciduous trees, primarily willows and cottonwoods, are found along Rock Creek,
its southern tributary known as Buffalo Gulch, Stearns Lake, and to the north and south of the berm
line of the Goodhue Ditch, which is outside the boundaries of this nomination. Beyond these, the site
is largely devoid of trees.

Circulation Network: Circulation networks include the spaces and features constituting
systems of movement for transporting people, goods, and raw materials through a nominated property.
Already discussed above is the Cherokee Trail/Overland Stage Line Road that traversed the property
on a north-south alignment from the 1860s through the end of the century. Also discussed was the
alignment and realignment of the north-south automobile road that replaced the earlier stage route to
become Colorado Route 1 and US Highway 287. The two rail lines that passed through the property
not only extended for miles to the north and south, but also served on-site needs. These would have
included providing Rock Creek Farm with rail service close to the farmstead and the Sunnyside Coal
Mine with a spur used to haul coal to market.

By the 1930s, the property was bordered by Dillon Road on the north, Colorado Route 1 on the east,
and South 104" Street and Brainard Drive on the west. The farmstead that dominates the site in the
east-central area of Section 22 is accessed from Colorado Route 1 and US Highway 287 by way of a
long, tree-lined, unpaved entry drive. This is marked by a historic sandstone gateway with lighting that
stands on the west side of the highway. An internal network of unpaved and otherwise unimproved
farm roads had also been established by the 1930s within the property to connect the farmstead with
nearby cropfields and pastures. Throughout the rest of the twentieth century, these roads were lengthened
until they extended throughout the site.

Patterns of Spatial Organization: Much of the spatial organization of the Rock Creek
Farm Rural Historic District is directly associated with the location and utilization of Rock Creek, the
north-south nineteenth-century trail and stage road that ran through the property, the arrival of two
railroads that extended through the site, and the establishment of agricultural and mining enterprises
that remained in operation into the twentieth century. While most of the acreage is occupied by

agricultural fields and pasture, fallow land, an irrigation reservoir, and undeveloped open prairie, the
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historic farmstead complex is in the northeast area of the site and the former coal mine is in its
southwest area. As discussed above, the creek seems to have been the main draw to development of
the property, both in terms of transportation and agriculture. The coal mine was located there due to
the presence of a marketable seam that was worked for two decades.

Since it was first developed early 1900s, the farmstead has been situated next to the creek and close
to the main road, where it would have had direct access to water and transportation. Rather than being
oriented to the cardinal compass points, the farmstead is aligned with the diagonal course of Rock
Creek, underscoring the impact of that waterway upon its development. The buildings and structures,
all constructed between the 1910s and 1930s, were purposefully laid out in relation to the farmhouse
and horse barn, which were the earliest to be constructed. Additional early buildings were removed
and replaced in the early 1930s when the property shifted to a commercial dairy operation.

Access to the farmstead is from the southeast along the main entry drive, which extends from the main
road directly to the farmhouse. The buildings were arranged for easy access on foot, yet with ample
space between them for maneuvering horses, dairy cattle, trucks and machinery. They were also
arranged for the practical needs of the dairy. Residences and related outbuildings were clustered near
the farmhouse. To the northeast and southwest were the animal and dairy operations buildings.
Beyond the farmstead, the site’s spatial organization was characterized by the locations of the crop
fields, pastures, irrigation features, rail lines, and the coal mine.

Goodhue Farm / Stearns Dairy Farm No. 2 (5BL.787)

The Goodhue Farm / Stearns Dairy Farm No. 2 complex is in the northeast area of the Rock Creek
Farm site. This intact and extensive complex of buildings and structures consists of a main farmhouse,
bunkhouse, horse barn, milking and feeding barns, loafing sheds and corrals, milk houses, silos and
hoppers, and other related outbuildings and features. While the farmhouse and horse barn date from
the Goodhues’ period of ownership, much of the complex was constructed for the Stearns Dairy
Company of Denver after it purchased the property in 1933. During the 1930s and 1940s, the site was
known as the Stearns Dairy Farm No. 2, reflecting the fact that the company’s main facility was located
on the eastern edge of Denver.

Most of the buildings exhibit a uniformity of style, materials and construction techniques. Except for a
few brick buildings, the rest are of wood construction and utilitarian vernacular design. The wood
buildings are all painted white with green trim and green roofing material. The farmstead is aligned
with the diagonal course of Rock Creek rather than the cardinal compass points. It is also spread out,
constrained mostly by the deeply cut channel of Rock Creek where it passes to the west and north.
Two historic buildings in the southwest area of the farmstead are on the west side of Rock Creek.

The plan of the dairy farm, specifically its disposition of buildings, the ample spaces between them, and
the orientation of the farmhouse in relation to the livestock buildings, reflects a corporate approach to
managing a large dairy operation. While regional traditions associated with rural American architecture
left their mark on the buildings and structures of Rock Creek Farm, the sizes and number of barns and
outbuildings supporting the dairy operation reflect its operational needs and commercial use. Every
building and structure served a particular purpose and tells a distinct story, from the blacksmith shop
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to the milk cooling house, milking and feeder barns, and corrals. The complex captures the essence
of a Colorado dairy operation during the middle decades of the twentieth century.

Construction of the farm’s many buildings and structures, and their placement on the landscape,
involved a process of assembling a collection of features that were needed to sustain the agricultural
operation. At its heart is the farmhouse, which commanded a view of the main entry road to the
southeast and of the surrounding farmyard and related dairy operations. In 1912, the Goodhue family
erected the house, two barns, and other buildings and structures that were used to store feed and
house animals. Then in 1933, the Stearns Dairy greatly expanded and reshaped the farmstead with
additional buildings that met their commercial requirements and changed the property’s character.

Contributing Resources — Buildings

Goodhue Farmhouse, 1916: Built in 1916 to replace a circa late-1880s house at this location,
the farmhouse is a Craftsman bungalow residence. It stands in a commanding location at the northwest
end of the entry drive. Beyond that are the farmyard and livestock buildings. Rock Creek passes
behind the house to the west. The large grassed front yard containing two mature deciduous trees is
bisected by a concrete sidewalk that runs from the driveway on the southeast to the house’s front door.
A non-historic wood post and rail fence wraps around the yard to the north, east and south. Along the
drive at the southeast end of the sidewalk is a sign placed there by the Boulder County Parks and Open
Space Department identifying the building as the Goodhue Farmhouse.

The 1'%-story farmhouse has 1,908 square feet of finished space, rests upon a raised concrete
foundation, and has a rectangular plan measuring approximately 55’ x 60’. Facing southeast toward
the main entry drive, the wood frame building’s exterior walls are clad in horizontal weatherboard siding,
with square-butt wood shingles on the upper gable end walls on the northeast and southwest. The
broadly pitched side-gabled roof is finished with wood shingles along with open eaves and exposed
rafter ends. Wood knee braces are present just below the eaves on the end walls. Along the roof’s
ridgeline are a short slightly off-center brick chimney, along with a tin ridge cap with ball finials. A
dormer described in detail below is present on the southeast roof slope.

The southeast fagcade holds the main entrance, which is slightly off-centered to the northeast. This is
accessed by way of a four-step concrete stoop with low concrete wing walls and metal pipe handrails.
At the top of the stoop is a wood screen door that enters the full width screened porch and is aligned
with the main entry doorway. Not only is the porch very wide, but it is also unusually deep and wraps
around the house’s southeast corner. It has a broad, low-sloped shed roof with wood shingles and
exposed rafter ends. The porch’s closed rail is faced with square butt wood shingles. Above the rail
are the screened openings, separated by a series of square wood faux columns. On the interior, the
porch retains its historic wood floor and beadboard ceiling.

A wood door with a large light enters the house from the porch. On either side of the entrance are two
one-over-one double-hung sash windows with wood frames. Five additional one-over-one double-hung
sash windows with wood frames are found around the corner in the south area of the porch. The
windows have wood sills and lintels with crown molding. Centered on the roof's southeast slope is a
wide, low shed dormer with four small three-light windows along its face, square butt wood shingles
cladding its walls, exposed rafter ends, and wood knee braces on the sides.
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On the southwest side is a second entrance. This is off-centered to the northwest and reached by way
of a four-step wood stoop with wood skirting and wood and metal handrails. The stoop widens at the
top to form a deck that is bordered by an open wood rail. A wood handicap ramp installed in recent
years extends along the southwest side of the building. The side entrance holds a wood screen door
that accesses a projecting, partially enclosed porch with weatherboard-clad walls and screened
openings. This has a gabled roof with wood shingles, open eaves with exposed rafter ends, and a tin
ridge cap with a ball finial. On the inside, the porch retains its wood floor and open exposed roof
structure. The intact exterior house wall within the porch indicates that it was clearly built as an addition.
A wood panel door with a single light provides access into the main body of the house. This is flanked
by one-over-one double-hung sash windows with wood frames. Two additional one-over-one double-
hung sash windows with wood frames are located on the main floor outside the porch, along with one
window of the same type in the upper gable end wall. The windows have wood sills and lintels with
crown molding. To the northeast are the screened openings that are part of the front porch.

The northwest wall provides a rear entrance into the building. This is in an enclosed shed-roof porch
that projects from the building’s northwest corner. The entry is accessed by way of a three-step wood
stoop with wood skirting and wood and metal handrails. In the entry is a wood panel door with a single
light. Three basement windows are located along the northwest wall, all set into the raised concrete
foundation and lined with concrete wells. While one retains its three-light window, the other openings
hold louvered metal vents. The basement is entered through a bulkhead door of wood frame and
beadboard construction. This provides access to a concrete-walled stairway with eight concrete steps
dropping into the ground. Close to the house wall, the low roof over the bulkhead entrance is gabled
and finished with wood shingles and a tin ridge cap with a ball finial. Along the main floor wall are
several one-over-one double-hung sash windows with wood frames, along with wood sills and lintels
with crown molding.

The house’s northeast side contains no entrances. Along its main floor are one pair and three single
one-over-one double-hung sash windows with wood frames. Another one-over-one double-hung sash
window with wood frames is centered in the upper gable end wall. Toward the front of the building are
the screened openings associated with the front porch.

On the interior, the house has been modified but retains some early if not original features. Primary
among these are its wood floors, lathe and plaster walls, and the fireplace in what was the front parlor.
To accommodate current uses, the interior has been remodeled to install several meeting rooms along
with a kitchen and restrooms.

Alterations — Historic exterior changes to the Goodhue House appear to have involved construction of
northwest and southwest porch additions, likely over fifty years ago. Work completed in more recent
decades has involved the installation of wood and metal handrails at all three of the building’s entry
stoops, along with an ADA-accessible ramp. These changes, along with remodeling of the interior,
were completed in or around 2004. In general, there is no evidence of significant exterior alterations
to this building.

Hired Hand’s House, circa 1933: This small one-story wood frame building is located northeast
of and adjacent to the farmhouse. It appears to have been used as a house for hired hands employed
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by the dairy farm. Facing toward the southeast, it has a rectangular plan measuring 18’ x 22’, with a
small 6’ x 7’ gabled bathroom addition constructed in the mid-1980s projecting from its southwest wall.
The building rests upon stone piers and has no basement. Its exterior walls are clad in horizontal
weatherboard siding. The side-gabled roof has open eaves, exposed rafter ends, wood shingles, and
a tin ridge cap with ball finials.

The southeast fagade holds the main entrance, which is reached by way of a small wood stoop. In this
entry are a wood slab door and wood screen door. To the southwest is another entrance into the
bathroom addition. That also has a small wood stoop and wood slab door. The windows on the building
are all single-light fixed windows with wood frames and surrounds.

Alterations — Other than the small southwest bathroom addition, which dates from the mid-1980s,
there is no evidence of significant exterior alterations to this building.

Garage, circa 1933: This one-story wood frame building is located northeast of and adjacent to
the bunkhouse. Facing toward the southeast, it has a rectangular plan measuring 22’ x 36’. The garage
appears to rest upon concrete piers and has an earthen floor. Its side and rear walls are clad in
corrugated metal panels. Along the southeast facade are four vehicle bays that are divided by wood
posts with diagonal braces at the tops. The two outer bays are now closed with horizontal weatherboard
siding. Between them, the two inner bays have wood sliding doors that hang from interior rails. The
building’s side-gabled roof has open eaves, exposed rafter ends, and corrugated metal panels. A small
two-light sliding window is present on the northeast side wall.

Alterations — Other than closure of the two outer bays with siding, there is no evidence of significant
exterior alterations to this building.

Granary, circa 1933: This small one-story wood frame building is located northeast of and adjacent
to the garage. Facing toward the southeast, it rests upon a concrete foundation and has a square plan
measuring 14’ x 14’. The exterior walls are clad in horizontal weatherboard siding. Deteriorated
concrete foundation ruins measuring an additional 14’ x 16’ abut the building to the northeast. These
are now overgrown with vegetation. The side-gabled roof has no eaves and is clad in corrugated metal
panels. On the southeast fagade is a centered entry that contains a plywood Dutch door. A
weatherboard opening, no longer used, is present in the upper gable end wall on the northeast. No
windows are present and the building is double-walled to serve as a granary. Strips of sheet metal
have been placed around the lower walls to prevent vermin from infiltrating the interior.

Alterations — Given the building’s historic use as a granary, it seems unlikely that the current plywood
Dutch door is original and when it was installed is unclear. There are no other signs of significant
exterior alterations to this building. What stood on the adjacent concrete foundation is unknown.

Blacksmith Shop & Equipment Shed, circa 1933: This long one-story combination masonry
and wood frame building is located northeast of and adjacent to the granary. The blacksmith shop is
on the southwest, with the larger equipment shed extending to the northeast. Facing toward the
southeast, the shop rests upon a concrete foundation and has a rectangular plan measuring 24’ x 36’.
Its exterior walls are constructed of variegated red pressed bricks laid in running bond coursing. The
southeast fagade holds a wide main entrance occupied by two pairs of bifold sliding doors hung from
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interior metal rails. The large wood doors are constructed of beadboard panels set on a diagonal, along
with plank trim and bracing. The side-gabled roof is finished with exposed rafter ends, open eaves,
and corrugated metal panels. A square chimney rises from the northwest roof slope and a wood beam
projects from the southwest eave just below the ridgeline. Along the wall northeast of the main entrance
is a pair of four-over-four double hung sash windows with wood frames and surrounds and brick rowlock
sills. The same windows are found on the rear northwest wall and the southwest side wall holds two
pairs of these windows.

The blacksmith shop’s interior consists of two rooms that are separated by a brick wall with a doorway.
Both spaces share a concrete floor and the exposed outer brick walls and roof structure. In the larger
main room are several historic features. A historic motor mounted on an elevated platform powered an
axle and sheave wheels that together formed a belt drive system that was used in the shop. This
equipment still hangs from the ceiling beams near the room’s north wall. Below that on the floor is a
historic belt-driven piece of equipment that might have been used as a drill press, punch or cutting
machine. A commercial metal cooler, presumably used by the dairy operation, occupies the west-
central area of the room. Boards mounted to the walls were used to hang tools and supplies, and a
workbench still stands along the southwest windows. The room appears to have been warmed by a
commercial heating unit in its southwest corner. A large number 9 has been repeatedly branded into
the back of the bifold entry doors. The smaller north room appears to have been used to store tools
and supplies, and it holds historic shelving and bins.

Northeast of the blacksmith shop is the attached equipment shed. This rectangular structure faces
southeast and has a footprint of about 24’ x 100’. Its southeast fagade is open along its full length and
separated into eight bays. These are divided by wood posts resting upon short concrete piers. The
posts support a series of lateral beams and longitudinal purlins, all of them stabilized by diagonal knee
braces. This area of the building has an earthen floor. The roof is an extension of the gabled roof over
the blacksmith shop, with exposed rafter ends and internal structure and corrugated metal sheeting.
On the northeast and northwest, the equipment shed’s exterior walls are supported by a low concrete
foundation and are finished with weatherboard siding. One small boarded window opening is present
on the northeast wall.

Alterations — This building does not appear to have experienced any substantial exterior alterations.

Horse Barn and Scale House, circa 1880s: This building, the oldest in the farmstead, is
located across the farmyard east of the house. It was historically used to shelter horses and store hay.
The building is architecturally defined as a transverse-crib barn, with bays that run from front to back.
Facing northwest, the wood post and beam building rests upon a concrete foundation, has a core
footprint of 40’ x 60°, and was built using mortise and tenon joint construction secured with wood pegs.
Except for a few small areas of horizontal siding, its exterior walls are clad in board and batten siding.
Projecting from its southeast and southwest corners are two small historic wood frame additions with
shed roofs. The approximately 18’ x 22’ addition on the southwest is divided into a storage room and
scale house. The building’s tall front-gabled roof has steep slopes with a subtle concave shape, along
with shallow eaves and corrugated metal panel cladding.

The barn’s northwest fagade holds several entrances. Two of these, at the center and southwest
corner, are larger entries closed by wood sliding doors hung from metal rails. These doors are
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constructed of vertical tongue-in-groove boards with wood plank bracing and framing. At the barn’s
northwest corner is a Dutch door constructed of vertical wood planks. The final entry into the southwest
addition holds a vertical wood plank door. The main body of the barn holds two window spaces that
would have been opened for ventilating the interior. These contain wood panels that operate like
casements but are built of tongue-in-groove boards set on a diagonal and surrounded by wood frames
and trimwork. A wood plank belt course runs the full width of the fagcade above the main floor doors
and windows. Centered above that in the upper gable end wall is a hayloft door similar to the windows
below but with vertical boards rather than diagonal. The window in the southwest scale house consists
of a single fixed light with wood frame and trim.

The northeast side of the barn contains no entrances into the building. Other than its board and batten
siding, the wall holds three horizontal window openings. Each of these contains a board and batten
panel with wood trim. The panels are hinged at the bottom so they can be lowered outside the building
to provide interior ventilation. The southeast rear wall of the barn holds a single entrance at its
southeast corner. This contains a Dutch door with the upper half missing and screened with chicken
wire. Along the wall to the southwest are two window openings. One is boarded closed with plywood
and the other contains an operable wood plank panel. A northeast-facing window opening in the
southeast addition is boarded closed with horizontal planks. Cuts in the siding along the barn’s primary
wall suggest that there might have been additional openings at some time. Centered in the upper gable
end wall is a horizontal hayloft opening that is closed with a wood panel composed of diagonal
beadboards.

The scale house that projects to the southwest of the barn is accessed by way of an entry at its
southwest end. This contains a wood panel door. Adjacent to that is a pair of four-light sliding windows
set in wood frames with wood surrounds. The southeast wall holds a high access panel constructed of
board and batten siding. On the ground outside the scale house is the truck scale, which is described
below as a contributing object.

Within the barn’s interior are several rooms that hold a combination of historic and non-historic features.
The main floor is divided into various spaces, with historic horse stalls still present in the northeast
room, a granary at its southwest end, and concrete-floored storage spaces in the central and southwest
rooms. Much of the original interior structural framing remains exposed to view although some
woodwork has been added in recent years to provide additional structural support, particularly toward
the southwest end of the building. The original framing includes heavy timber posts with braces that
support interior beams and the roof’s purlins. In the hayloft, the framework involves diagonal posts and
cross-braces. Some of the woodwork in the barn’s central bay just inside the sliding door on the
southwest is marked by historic inscriptions. An early beadboard door has numbers written on it.
Adjacent to that, the wood plank walls are inscribed with carved letters, tool punch marks, and the date
“‘May 3, 1930.”

The interior of the scale house is finished with a concrete floor and beadboard walls. Just inside the
southwest window is a historic Howe truck scale mounted atop two fluted cast iron columns. With a
patent date of 9 November 1897, it appears to have been manufactured sometime between the turn of
the twentieth century and perhaps 1920. The scale can weigh vehicles and their contents from 1,000
to 20,000 pounds and might have originally been used to weigh wagons before motorized trucks were
introduced to the farm. Penciled mathematical calculations are found on the wood walls around the

scale.
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Alterations — Exterior alterations to the barn appear to be limited to the construction of the scale house
on the southwest and another small shed addition on the southeast. Both appear to be early changes
dating from sometime between the 1910s and 1930s. Limited woodwork has been added to the interior
of the building in recent years to shore up its structural stability. In general, the building shows no
evidence of substantial exterior alterations.

Hay Barn & Loafing Shed, circa 1933: This tall one-story wood frame building is located across
the corral to the east of the horse barn. Its rectangular plan measures 34’ x 100’. Resting upon a low
concrete perimeter wall foundation, the building is divided into two distinct areas. On the northeast is
an enclosed 23’ x 100’ hay barn that faces southeast. The exterior walls are clad in horizontal
weatherboard siding and its gabled roof has shallow open eaves with exposed rafter ends and
corrugated metal panels. A pair of large sliding doors dominate the southeast fagade. These are hung
from a metal rail that extends to the southwest. Constructed of wood framing, the doors are finished
with horizontal siding and wood trim. The northeast wall of the hay barn holds five square openings
that are placed high on the wall. These contain framed weatherboard panels used for ventilating the
interior, and they are hinged on the sides to swing outward like casement windows. A pedestrian entry
in the northwest wall was formed with a door cut from the weatherboard siding. The hay barn has an
earthen floor on the inside.

The building’s southwest area consists of a long loafing shed with a footprint of 11° x 100’. Open to the
southwest, this is divided into ten bays separated by wood posts. Its shed roof with exposed rafter
ends is clad in corrugated metal panels. The several framed openings in the wall between the loafing
shed and abutting hay barn appear to have been used to pass hay to the livestock in the loafing shed
and corral. The corral itself is addressed separately below as one of the site’s contributing structures.

Alterations — This building does not appear to have experienced any substantial exterior alterations.

Milk Cooling House / Equipment Wash House, circa 1933: This one-story masonry
building is located across the drive north of the horse barn. The adjacent ground to the northwest is
planted with grass and bordered by a non-historic post and rail fence. This was the location of another
early Goodhue barn that was demolished many decades ago. Facing toward the southwest, the milk
cooling house rests upon a concrete foundation with no basement. Its rectangular plan measures 28’
x 38’. The exterior walls are constructed of variegated rough-faced red bricks laid in common bond
coursing on the front and back walls and running bond coursing on the side walls. The front-gabled
roof is finished with boxed eaves and green asphalt shingles.

The southwest fagade holds the centered main entrance, which is occupied by a wood slab door and
a non-historic storm door. To the southwest of that is a large horizontal single-light fixed picture window
set in a wood frame with an angled brick rowlock sill and metal drip flashing at the lintel. Northwest of
the entry is a three-light horizontal window set high in the wall. This consists of a central fixed light
flanked by two smaller casements set in metal frames with an angled brick rowlock sill. An open porch
with an at-grade concrete floor occupies the ground in front of the building. This is partially sheltered
by a low sloped shed roof that is attached to the front wall on the northeast. Board posts with knee
braces support its outer corners. The roof perimeter is ornamented with short vertical boards with
angled lower ends. A raised concrete planter is located outside the large picture window. The fagade’s
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upper gable end wall is decorated with a diamond pattern formed by several missing brick rowlocks.
This also serves as an attic vent.

The building’s northwest side holds no entries but has four windows. Toward the front is a three-light
horizontal window that consists of a central fixed light flanked by two smaller casements. North of that
is a two-light casement with opaque glass. The next window has a pair of central eight-light casements
surrounded by fourteen fixed lights. The final window toward the building’s northwest corner has a
central six-light casement with three fixed lights on either side. All of these windows have metal frames
and angled brick rowlock sills.

The northeast rear wall contains the centered back entrance into the building. This is reached by way
of a low concrete stoop and holds a wood panel door with four lights and a metal storm door. Above
the entry is a small hood with knee braces and short boards with angled lower ends ornamenting the
perimeter as on the front patio. Adjacent to the entry is a window with a centered eight-light casement
surrounded by twelve fixed lights. All of these windows have metal frames and angled brick rowlock
sills. The upper gable end wall above is decorated with a diamond pattern formed by several missing
brick rowlocks. This also serves as an attic vent.

The building’s northeast side holds no entries but has four windows. The front half has two eight-light
casements surrounded by twelve fixed lights. To the north of those is a six-light window consisting of
a central fixed light with flanking casements and three small fixed lights above. The final window near
the building’s northeast corner is a two-light casement. All of these windows have metal frames and
angled brick rowlock sills.

Alterations — This building has been altered through the removal of a concrete dock and freight entry
on the southwest wall where the large picture window is now located, along with installation of the front
porch roof. A tall brick chimney that pierced the roof’s southeast slope has also been removed. These
changes might have taken place around the 1960s.

Water Pump House, circa 1933: This small one-story wood frame building is located across the
drive east of the milk cooling house. Facing toward the southwest, it has a rectangular plan measuring
16’ x 20’ and rests upon a raised concrete foundation enclosing a basement that is accessed by way
of an interior plywood panel set in the wood plank floor. The building’s exterior walls are clad in
horizontal weatherboard siding. Its front-gabled roof is finished with open eaves with exposed rafter
ends and corrugated metal panels. A beam supported by a knee brace projects from the ridgeline at
the front gable. At the rear of the building is a vertical wood post that projects from the ridgeline and
holds several ceramic electrical insulators.

The southwest facade holds the main entrance, which is located at the building’s southwest corner.
This is reached by way of a short set of wood steps and contains a wood panel door. Two fixed single-
light basement windows are present in the raised concrete foundation, one on the northwest wall and
the other on the northeast. The main northwest wall holds two four-light casement windows, and a
single-light casement window is found in the northeast wall (this was also likely a four-light window).
All of these windows have wood frames and surrounds and open to the interior of the building.
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Alterations — This building does not appear to have experienced any substantial exterior alterations
other than replacement of its original front entry stairs.

Milking Barn, circa 1933: This tall one-story wood frame building is centrally located across the
concrete-paved courtyard northeast of the milk cooling house. Facing both northeast and southwest,
it has a rectangular plan measuring 44’ x 88’ and rests upon a low concrete foundation. The building’s
exterior walls are clad in horizontal weatherboard siding. Its gabled roof is finished with shallow boxed
eaves and corrugated metal panels. Two large round galvanized sheet metal ventilators with decorative
finials rise from the ridgeline. These were fabricated by the Louden Manufacturing Company of
Fairfield, lowa.

The building’s southwest wall holds a wide pedestrian entrance, which is situated there for easy access
to and from the nearby milk cooling house. The entry holds a wood door constructed with diagonal
beadboard panels along with plank trim and bracing. It is flanked by four four-light hopper windows
that open to the interior and have wood frames and surrounds. Centered in the gable end wall above
the entrance is a pair of attic access panels constructed of wood siding boards with wood frames and
surrounds. Above that is a beam that projects from just below the ridgeline.

The northwest side wall holds another wide entrance that contains a wood door constructed with
diagonal beadboard panels along with plank trim and bracing. Along this wall are eighteen four-light
hopper windows that open to the interior and have wood frames and surrounds. These are evenly
divided on either side of the entrance.

Three entrances are found on the northeast end of the building. The central one holds a vertical
beadboard door with plank framing and diagonal cross bracing. This is flanked by four four-light hopper
windows that open to the interior and have wood frames and surrounds. At the building’s northeast
and northwest corners are two large wood sliding doors that accommodated access and egress by
dairy cows. Hanging from exterior rails, they are constructed of diagonal boards and beadboards with
plank frames and bracing. Centered in the gable end wall above is a pair of attic access panels
constructed of wood siding boards with wood frames and surrounds.

The building’s southeast side wall holds twenty-one four-light hopper windows that open to the interior
and have wood frames and surrounds.

The interior of the building holds a remarkably intact milking room dating from the 1930s. This space
is finished with concrete floors, lower walls clad in flat waterproof boards, and beadboards on the upper
walls and ceiling. The original bare bulb light fixtures are still in place along the ceiling, although they
were replaced many decades ago by an electrical conduit system with glass-enclosed bulbs. The two
centered, square openings for the ventilators are currently boarded closed. The long rectangular room
is divided into three linear spaces. A central alley used by workers runs from northeast to southwest.
Parallel to that on either side are the two milking areas where the cows stood.

The milking room holds two long lines of stanchions and concrete feeding troughs (also known as
mangers), and floor gutters that were used to remove animal waste. The tubular steel stanchions are
held in place by a series of taller metal pipe posts that rise from the floor to linear beams above.
Knowing they were about to be fed, the cows entered the milking room on their own and faced one
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another across the central aisle while they were milked. Around forty cows could be milked at the same
time, twenty on each side, and the hand-operated control system for the stanchions was designed to
lock them in and release them in two groups rather than individually. The entire stanchion system was
manufactured by the Louden Machinery Company and many of the couplers are stamped with a patent
date of July 26, 1916 (patent #1,192,080). Early twentieth century Louden catalogues indicate that the
overall design and fixtures of the stanchion system might predate the barn itself by as much as two
decades, suggesting that it could have been moved to this location from elsewhere.’

Alterations — This building does not appear to have experienced any substantial exterior alterations.
In addition, few permanent changes have been made to the historic interior. Although several non-
historic rooms have been installed toward the southwest end of the building by putting up lightly framed
walls, the original milking stanchions in this area were left in place along with the concrete floors,
feeding troughs, waste gutters and wall and ceiling materials. Although some of the arched tubular
steel stall partitions that kept the cows separated from one another have been removed, several of
these remain in place.

Milking Barn Annex, circa 1933: This one-story wood frame building is located west of and
adjacent to the milking barn. It appears to have been used as a feed shop, where various grains were
stored and mixed and then fed to the cows in the milking barn. The two buildings are minimally attached
at the milking barn’s southwest corner and the annex’s southeast corner by a short, enclosed wood
frame connector with a gabled roof. Facing northwest, the annex rests upon a low concrete foundation
and its rectangular plan measures 21’ x 50’. Its exterior walls are clad in horizontal weatherboard
siding. The gabled roof is finished with shallow boxed eaves and corrugated metal panels. Two free-
standing metal silos are located outside the building’s southwest wall (these are addressed as
contributing structures below). The silos are so close that they intersect with the building’s eaves.
Short concrete sidewalks and boarded openings in the wall adjacent to the silos suggest that silage
was transferred directly into the building at those locations.

The building’s northwest fagade holds a pair of large doors constructed of plywood panels with plank
trim and bracing. On either side of the entry, the wall face has three horizontal trim bands that are
painted green. Along the northeast and southwest sides of the building are four pairs of four-light
windows with wood frames and surrounds. There are no doors or windows on the southeast rear wall
or in the connector.

Alterations — This building does not appear to have experienced any substantial exterior alterations.

Feeding Barn, circa 1933: This wood frame building is located northeast of the milking barn and
is the largest of all the buildings on the site. It was used for the feeding of dairy cattle. Facing northeast,
the barn rests upon a low concrete foundation and its rectangular plan measures 66’ x 100’. Its exterior
walls are clad in horizontal weatherboard siding. The building consists of a tall open central core
measuring 28’ x 100°. This has a gabled roof. Running parallel to that are two lower shed-roofed cattle
wings to the northwest and southeast. All three roof levels are finished with shallow eaves, exposed
rafter ends, and corrugated metal panels. A triangular hay hood projects from the main roof’s ridgeline
on the northeast end of the building. Also along the ridgeline are two large round galvanized sheet
metal ventilators with decorative finials. These were fabricated by the Louden Manufacturing Company
of Fairfield, lowa, and are similar if not identical to those found on the milking barn. The building’s

" Page and Walroth, National Register Nomination, The Louden Machinery Company, 1999
17



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

ROCK CREEK FARM RURAL HISTORIC DISTRICT BOULDER, COLORADO
Name of Property County and State

southeast roof slope was once painted with large lettering that identified the site as the “Stearns Dairy
Co. Farm No. 2.”

The building’s northeast fagade holds a large, centered entrance holding a pair of wood sliding doors
hung from a metal rail. The doors are constructed with weatherboard siding and wood trim and bracing.
Centered above the entry is a large loft-level opening holding a pair of wood doors with weatherboard
siding, wood trim and bracing, and angled tops that run parallel to the roofline above. The opening is
sheltered by the hay hood, below which the end of the hay rail extends from inside the building.

The southeast side wall is characterized by a 12’ x 100’ feeding shed that is open to the corral on the
southeast, with framed walls on the northeast and southwest. A series of wood posts with knee braces
runs along the southeast open side, dividing it into ten bays. The shed has a concrete floor marked
with a regular pattern of small shallow circular depressions of unknown purpose. The building’s large
southwest end wall is largely blank except for a centered pair of doors constructed of weatherboard
siding and plank framing.

On the northwest side of the building is the other animal shed wing, this one with a deeper footprint of
26’ x 100’. Also different from the shed on the southeast, this space is enclosed with framed walls on
the northeast and northwest, and a shorter wall on the southwest. The walls are clad in weatherboard
siding and the southwest end of the shed is partially open. Its northwest wall holds four horizontal
rectangular window openings, two of which have wood plank panels that are hinged below so they
swing outward to provide ventilation to the interior. The panels from the other two openings appear to
be missing. Inside this wing, the northeast floor is concrete and the southwest floor is dirt. It also holds
a couple of enclosed stalls toward its southeast end.

The large open central area of the building has a dirt floor and the space above is open to the high
rafters. The structure is supported by a series of diagonal beams that tie into the purlins. The beams
are also held in place at their midpoint by horizontal and cross bracing. At their lower ends, the beams
are connected to two long parallel rows of wood feed troughs and bins that flank the central alley and
run the length of the building. The metal hay rail is mounted just below the roof’s ridgeline. At its
northeast end is a high platform that supports a piece of mechanical equipment fabricated by the
Louden Manufacturing Company. This was used to control the operation of a large, mechanized hay
trolley that still hangs from the hay rail.

Alterations — This building does not appear to have experienced any substantial exterior alterations.

North Hay Barn & Loafing Shed, circa 1933: This one-story wood frame building is on the
north edge of the farmstead, northeast of the feeder barn. Its rectangular plan measures 16’ x 40’.
Resting upon a low concrete foundation, the building is divided into two distinct areas. On the northeast
is an enclosed 14’ x 40’ gabled hay barn that faces southeast. Southwest of that is a 12’ x 40’ open
loafing shed that faces southwest onto a corral. The building’s exterior walls are clad in horizontal
weatherboard siding and its gabled and shed roofs have shallow open eaves with exposed rafter ends
and corrugated metal panels.

The southeast end of the enclosed barn holds a pair of doors constructed with weatherboard paneling
and wood plank trim. On the southwest, the open loafing shed is divided into four bays separated by
wood posts with knee braces. Two window openings on the northeast wall contain wood panels with
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weatherboard siding and wood plank trim. The interior of the enclosed barn has an earthen floor and
the floor in the loafing shed is reportedly concrete.

Alterations — This building does not appear to have experienced any substantial exterior alterations.

Hog House, circa 1933: This one-story wood frame building is in the southwest area of the
farmstead, southwest of the house and on the west side of Rock Creek. Facing toward the southwest
onto a farm road, its rectangular plan measures 23’ x 60’. The building rests upon a low concrete
foundation and its exterior walls are clad in horizontal weatherboard siding. Its front-gabled roof has
shallow open eaves with exposed rafter ends and corrugated metal panels. Four panels on each roof
slope appear to be fiberglass, allowing light to infiltrate the interior.

The southwest fagade holds the off-centered entry, which contains a pair of sliding doors constructed
with vertical boards and wood trim. These are hung from a metal rail and one door is wider than the
other. Adjacent to this entry to the southeast is a window space that is closed with horizontal boards
but retains its wood trim. The northwest wall has five window openings that are also boarded closed
with weatherboard siding and have no trim. Between those are four low boarded openings that would
have allowed hogs to enter and egress the building into an adjacent pen that has been removed. The
northeast wall holds a louvered vent high on the gable end wall. There are no doors or windows along
the southeast wall.

Alterations — This building does not appear to have experienced any substantial exterior alterations.

Old Well House, circa 1933: This small one-story wood frame building is in the southwest area
of the farmstead, on the west side of Rock Creek and directly across the farm road southwest of the
hog house. It was the farm’s original water pumphouse, located in the yard just southwest of the
farmhouse. In its present location, the building has been used for storage. Facing toward the
northeast, its rectangular plan measures 12’ x 15’. The building rests upon a low concrete foundation
and its exterior walls are clad in horizontal weatherboard siding. Its front-gabled roof has shallow open
eaves with exposed rafter ends and corrugated metal panels.

The northeast fagade holds an entrance near the building’s northwest corner that is accessed by way
of a short sidewalk from the adjacent farm road. A wood plank door occupies the entrance. On the
southeast side wall is a six-light window with a wood frame and surrounds. The window opening on
the northwest retains its wood trim but the window itself is gone and the space is boarded closed. The
building’s interior has a wood floor.

Alterations — The building was moved to its present location about 125 yards southwest of the
farmhouse around 1985, when it was replaced by the present pumphouse on the farmhouse grounds.
Other than its new location, it does not appear to have experienced any substantial exterior alterations.

Contributing Resources — Structures

Main Entry Gateway & Drive, circa 1933: The main entry to the Stearns Dairy farmstead is
located 300 yards southeast of the house along the west side of US Highway 287. At that location is a
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pair of mirror-image sandstone pillars and walls that form a gateway framing the entry drive and
ushering visitors into the site. The structures are constructed of random ashlar sandstone blocks
assembled with mortar. Each consists of a tall square battered pillar with a lower convex wall extension
curving to the east. The walls and pillars are capped by slabs of flagstone. Mounted to the top of each
pillar is a large metal six-sided electric light fixture. These historic fixtures are ornamented with long
outward curved spikes rising from the top, along with a small central finial at the peak. The lamps are
a variation on a historic style that was commonly used for streetlight lanterns. A pair of metal ranch
gates mounted to metal poles just inside the gateway is used to close access to the driveway. The
drive itself is unpaved and runs directly to the farmhouse. It is lined by a series of deciduous trees.

Alterations — The gateway and entry drive do not appear to have experienced any substantial
alterations.

Livestock Corrals, circa 1933: The livestock corrals were used to contain dairy cattle and are
found in two locations within the farmstead. One large corral occupies the grounds between the horse
barn and the hay barn-loafing shed to the east. Within the west area of this corral is a smaller fenced
enclosure. A cattle chute is located at the corral’s southwest corner adjacent to the horse barn.
Another set of interconnected corrals of various sizes is found around the feeding barn in the northern
area of the farmstead. The small corral between the feeding barn and milking barn holds a rectangular
raised concrete watering trough. All of the corrals are bordered by wood post and rail fencing.

Alterations — Livestock corrals have been present in association with the farmstead since it was
constructed in the early decades of the twentieth century. Over the years, wood posts and rails would
have been replaced with similar materials as needed. In general, the corrals do not appear to have
experienced any substantial alterations.

Cattle Feed Silos, circa 1933: Two tall cylindrical metal silos stand to the southwest of the milking
barn annex. Both rest upon circular concrete pads and are constructed of bolted galvanized steel
panels. The southeast silo is approximately 24’ tall and the one to the northwest is about 18’ in height.
Each has a circumference 53’ and they have no roofs. Openings sheltered by curved metal panels
extend up their northeast sides adjacent to the milking barn annex. They also have exterior metal
ladders on the southwest. The silos stand so close to the milking barn annex that they interrupt its
southwest eave. This suggests that silage was transported from the silos directly into the building.

Historic photographs from the 1950s indicate that only the southeast silo was there at the time, and it
was taller than it is now. Close inspection of the two silos suggests that the northwest one seems to
be the removed upper part of the southeast silo. Toward the top of the southeast silo, one of the metal
panels is painted with a large, red faded manufacturer's mark, which reads “Perfection Metal Silo
Company, Topeka, Kansas.” The northwest silo has smaller white faded signs reading “Manufactured
by Perfection Metal Silo Co.,” along with an image that appears to be the remnants of a registered
trademark. Also present in larger print is a faded sign that appears to read “Grill Lbr. [Lumber] Co.” It
is likely that the silo was acquired from another firm and moved to this property.

Alterations — It appears that the original southeast silo dates from around 1933 and was taller than it
is today. Its upper segment seems to have been removed and repurposed as the northwest silo.
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Stearns Lake (5BL.7176), 1870s-1934: Formerly known as Goodhue Reservoir No. 1, Stearns
Lake is in the southwest quarter of Section 22. It was about ten acres in size from the 1870s to the
1930s but was enlarged in 1934 and today covers a surface area of about thirty acres. The lake was
developed for irrigation storage through the construction of a curving earthen dam that extends along
its eastern and southeastern shores. It continues to be fed from the east by way of a short intake canal
that passes beneath South 104™ Street and through a marsh before entering the lake. Along its
southern shore is a concrete overflow structure that directs water into a short ditch that returns it to
Rock Creek. Short outflow ditches are also located east of the lake. Stearns Lake is now used for
public recreation. A parking lot on its west side along South 104" Street is open to the public and has
a picnic shelter and information kiosk. This marks the beginning of a trail that extends around the lake’s
southern and eastern shores to connect with other trails throughout the open space. The land and water
associated with Stearns Lake are fully owned by Boulder County.

Contributing Resources — Sites

Pastures and Crop Fields: The fields throughout much the property have been used since the
late 1800s for livestock pasturage and the growing of crops. For decades, Rock Creek provided
irrigation water by way of the Goodhue Ditch and Goodhue Reservoir No. 1 (Stearns Lake). Aerial
photography shows that most of Section 22 and that part of Section 27 that lies northwest of the
Burlington Northern Railroad tracks were used for these purposes. The southeast area of Section 27
southeast of the tracks consists of higher, rolling terrain broken by natural washes. The same
description applies to the southeast quarter of Section 28. These areas appear to have been either
unused or utilized for pasture. The acreage in the northeast quarter of Section 28 was historically
occupied by the Sunnyside Coal Mine and associated railroad tracks. Barbed wire fences divide many
of the property’s fields from one another and are also strategically placed to keep livestock from getting
onto the roads or roaming from the site.

Alterations — The larger farming landscape has not been substantially altered over the past fifty years.

Contributing Resources — Objects

Truck Scale, circa 1933: The truck scale is located off the southwest end of the horse barn,
directly adjacent to the scale house. This feature consists of a platform that is level with the surrounding
ground. Oriented on a northwest-southeast axis, the platform measures 8% wide x 22%2’ long, just
large enough for a modest-sized commercial truck. The rectangular structure consists of a
belowground mechanism that is connected to the scale in the adjacent building. This is covered by
wood plank decking and the perimeter is lined with concrete and metal angle bars.

Alterations — The truck scale shows no evidence of having been substantially altered.

Non-Contributing Resources — Buildings
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Small Office, 2015: This small non-historic one-story wood frame building is located west of the
milking barn and north of the milking barn annex, occupying the inner angle formed by these two
connected buildings. It was placed there in 2015, apparently to be used as an office. Facing northwest,
the building rests on piers, its walls are finished with natural clapboard siding, and it has a front-gabled
roof with boxed eaves and composition shingles. The fagade features an open porch with an open rail.
The entry holds a glass door and a single two-light sliding window is found on each of the northwest,
northeast and southeast walls.

South Loafing Shed, circa 1933: This historic one-story wood frame loafing shed is located in
the southwest area of the farmstead, west of the house and within the fenced compound now used as
a raptor rehabilitation center. Facing toward the southwest, its rectangular plan measures 16’ x 100’.
The building rests upon a low concrete foundation and has an earthen floor. Its original exterior walls
are clad in weatherboard siding and it was open to the southwest. The building has a saltbox roof
finished with corrugated metal panels.

Alterations — The southwest wall, historically open to a fenced corral, was enclosed with a wood slat
wall during the 1980s when the building was converted to an injured raptor enclosure. A long
rectangular addition was then constructed on the southwest side around 2016 to expand the interior
space. This was constructed with narrow vertical wood slats with gaps between them for ventilation
and light. The same technique was used on the addition’s flat roof.

New Well House, circa 1985: This small one-story wood frame building is located in the yard
southwest of the farmhouse. Facing southwest, it rests upon a concrete foundation and has a
rectangular plan measuring 8 x 10’. The exterior walls are clad in what appears to be historic
weatherboard siding that might have been repurposed from elsewhere on the site. The gabled roof is
finished with boxed eaves and wood shingles. Square butt wood shingles are on the gable end walls.
The southwest fagade holds a non-historic panel door and there are no windows on the building.

Non-Contributing Resources — Structures

Raptor Rehabilitation Enclosures, 1988-1989: Standing in a fenced area southwest of the
farmhouse are four non-historic rectangular wood frame structures. Together with the former loafing
shed described above, these serve as flight enclosures that have been used since the late 1980s by
the Birds of Prey Foundation as part of their raptor rehabilitation center (the Foundation’s primary facility
occupies a former farmstead along South 104" Street on the western edge of Rock Creek Farm).?2 The
enclosures have earthen floors, walls constructed of plywood sheets and wood slats, and wood slat
roofs. The alternating of slats with narrow gaps provides the birds with light, shade and ventilation.

Cattle Feed Hoppers, circa 1970s: The fenced corral between the blacksmith shop-equipment
shed and the feeding barn is now used to store equipment. Five tall historic rectangular sheet metal
hoppers resting on angle iron legs stand along its northwest fenceline. Used to store and dispense

2 “Qur History,” Birds of Prey Foundation, Retrieved from www.birdsofprey.org, 15 December 2021
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cattle feed, they were manufactured by Midwest Livestock Systems of Beatrice, Nebraska. These are
considered non-contributing because they are outside the property’s period of significance.

Transportation-Related Features

Contributing Resources — Structures

Denver, Western & Pacific Railroad / Denver, Utah & Pacific Railroad / Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad / Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad Segment

(5BL.374 & 5BL.374.11), 1881-1889: The rail line that runs on a diagonal through Sections 22
and 27 was completed in 1889 by the Denver, Utah & Pacific Railroad (DU&PRR) to connect Denver
with Longmont and Lyons. To the south at Burns Junction, just southeast of the nominated property’s
southernmost point along the north side of today’s Industrial Lane, the route diverged from the main
line of the Denver, Marshall & Boulder Railroad (DM&BRR), a subsidiary of the Union Pacific. Between
Burns Junction and Erie nine miles to the northeast, the DU&PRR line was built on a grade that had
been constructed in 1881, but never completed with ties and rails, by the Denver, Western & Pacific
Railroad. Today it is operated by the Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad (BNSFRR) but no longer
reaches Longmont. The route is now truncated on the southeast edge of Lafayette southwest of the
intersection of South Boulder Road and 120" Street, where it continues to serve two large lumberyard
and building materials facilities.

The 1.3-mile-long segment of the railroad that runs through the nominated site enters the property just
south of the Stearns Dairy Farm entry gate along US Highway 287. From there, it snakes toward the
southwest, passing through the southeast quarter of Section 22 and north half of Section 27. At the
southwest corner of the north half of Section 27, the rail line exits the nominated property. Along its
length, the line consists of a single standard gauge track complete with a raised bed along with ties,
rails and ballast. A short wood trestle about fifteen feet in length, along with three concrete culverts,
allow water to flow beneath the tracks through natural drainages in the north half of Section 27.

The rail line’s route through southeast Boulder County, including the segment running through the
nominated property, was last recorded by the Colorado Department of Transportation in 2008. This
resulted in an official determination by the Colorado SHPO that the resource is eligible for the NRHP.

Alterations — The rail segment does not appear to have experienced any substantial alterations beyond
regular maintenance of the tracks.

Colorado Central Railroad / Union Pacific, Denver & Gulf Railroad / Colorado &
Southern Railway / Sunnyside Mine Spur / Denver & Interurban Railroad Segment
(5BL.400 & 5BL.400.13 & 5BF.70.7), 1873-1906: The east half of Section 28 in the southwest
area of the nominated property holds an abandoned north-south rail segment that arcs through the
fields just east of Brainard Drive. This was constructed in 1873 by the Colorado Central Railroad
(CCRR) to Boulder and Longmont. In 1877, traffic extended all the way to Fort Collins and Cheyenne,
Wyoming. Over the years, the CCRR was also acquired by a series of subsequent owners.
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The CCRR / UPD&GRR / C&SRW segment enters the nominated site in the middle of Section 28.
From there, it curves to the northeast and then northwest before exiting the property near the northwest
corner of the northeast quarter of Section 28. Along its length, the long-abandoned line consists of a
slightly raised bed marked by soils darkened with coal and ballast. While clearly visible on the ground,
the line’s alignment is even more apparent in aerial photographs.

A now-abandoned spur of the C&SRW also served the Sunnyside Coal Mine, which occupied much of
the northeast quarter of Section 28 southeast of Rock Creek from 1900 to 1921. The spur branched
from the main line near the north edge of Section 28. Curving toward the southeast and east, it
extended for about one-half mile to the Sunnyside Mine No. 1 tunnel, which was located close to the
section’s east line. In 1906, the spur was lengthened a short distance to reach the nearby Sunnyside
Mine No. 2. Today the spur’'s bed is eroded, particularly where it approached the mine tunnels, but
much of its alignment remains apparent in aerial photographs.

In 1908, the C&SRW constructed new tracks toward Boulder to accommodate heavier steam trains. At
that time, the rail segment that ran through the east half of Section 28 was replaced by a new main line
that curved through the west half of the section about one-half mile to the west. Rather than being
abandoned, the original line was electrified and converted for use by the Denver & Interurban Railroad
(D&IRR), which partly ran along the C&SRW and partly along its own dedicated tracks. The D&IRR
operated electric streetcars between Denver and Boulder by way of this route from 1908 to 1922.

Alterations — The rail segment and mine spur running through the east half of Section 28 were
abandoned in 1921-1922. Five years later, in 1927, the rails and ties were removed. This also involved
removal of the electrical supply system and the wood trestles that passed over Rock Creek and the
smaller drainage to the north.

Lincoln Highway / Colorado Route 1 Road Segment & Bridge, 1910s-1920s: By the
mid-1910s, an unpaved automobile road ran through and along the east edge of Rock Creek Farm.
Where it had to negotiate the bluffs and washes in the southeast quarter of Section 22 and northeast
quarter of Section 27, a half-mile-long segment of the road diverged from the east section lines and
curved westward into the property. It remained southeast of the CB&QRR line before returning to the
east section lines. During the mid-1910s, this became a segment of the Colorado Loop of the Lincoln
Highway, and in 1923 the state designated the road as Colorado Route 1. In the mid-1920s, the curves
were straightened to follow the east section lines and the road was paved with concrete. It received its
federal designation in the 1930s as US Highway 287. The road continued to be improved during the
post-World War |l era to serve as the primary automobile route from Denver to Fort Collins, passing
through the countryside and the many towns that had emerged between them.

The original road’s surviving curved alignment through the farm acreage is about one-third of a mile
long. Abandoned for almost a century, it consists of the slightly raised but eroded bed that remains
visible on the ground and in aerial photographs. A small concrete slab bridge with board-formed wing
walls was constructed along the road around 1920 in the northeast quarter of Section 27. This appears
to date from around 1915 and carried the road over an unnamed wash that drained the bluffs to the
east. The bridge is about 14’ long and 28’ wide, and has not been previously recorded.
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Alterations — This feature is an abandoned segment of the early automobile road that ran through this
area but was replaced by the current alignment of US Highway 287. It has been out of use since the
mid-1920s. Alterations are limited to the unpaved bed’s erosion. The bridge is intact, with no apparent
alterations.

Contributing Resources — Sites

Rock Creek Station & Miller Tavern, 1863-1871: This historic site is located | N
.
I ' he roadhouse and tavern that operated there from 1863 to 1871

is long gone and the site is vacant. Exactly when it was removed is unknown. Despite the lack of built
resources, the site represents an important feature in the history of regional transportation and
settlement. It is viewed as an unexplored archaeological site that has the potential to yield information
about the built character and operation of an 1860s-1870s territorial-era roadhouse and tavern located
along the Cherokee Trail, Overland Trail, and the Denver and Cheyenne Stage Road.

Mining-Related Features

Contributing Resources — Sites

Sunnyside Coal Mine, 1900-1921: Located near the southwest boundary of Rock Creek Farm,
the Sunnyside Coal Mine occupied much of the northeast quarter of Section 28 south of Rock Creek
and east of Brainard Drive. Encompassing a surface area of around 235 acres, the mine might have
also crossed the section line to occupy a small part of the northwest quarter of Section 27. Its
underground workings were accessed by way of two shafts. During its two decades of operation, the
site included not only what was below ground, but also various surface buildings and structures as well
as a rail spur.

Over the years following the mine’s closure, many of its features disappeared from the landscape and
were largely gone by the late 1930s. Today the mine location is marked by dark coal staining on the
ground along with the eroded remnant of the rail spur. Despite the lack of built resources, the site
represents an important feature in the history of the area’s industrial use and development. It is an
unexplored archaeological site that has the potential to yield information about the built character and
operation of the coal mine.

Archaeological Features

Contributing Resources — Sites

Rock Creek Archaeological Site (5BL.2712), circa 4000 BC to 850-1300 AD: s
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The results of
archaeological investigation are discussed in the historic context below.

Non-Contributing Resources — Sites

Archaeological Site (5BL.3117): I
I
-

In any case, the site’s loss of integrity renders it a non-contributing element of
the site. The results of archaeological investigation are discussed in the historic context below.

Excluded Resources (Outside Listing Boundaries)

Goodhue Ditch (5BL.2719.1 & 5BL.2719.42-46), 1873-1934: Established in 1873 and
enlarged over the following decades, the Goodhue Ditch, also known as the South Boulder & Rock
Creek Ditch, is a primary historic irrigation feature on this property. The ditch originates in South
Boulder Creek (priority #29), provides water to the contributing feature Stearns Lake, and terminates in
Rock Creek north of the Goodhue/Stearns Dairy farmstead. There is no evidence that the ditch
extended as far east as US Highway 287. Smaller laterals ran from the main ditch into the cropfields
throughout the site. Within the nominated property, the concrete-lined Goodhue Ditch runs from west
to east through the middle of Section 22, passing Stearns Lake to the north and terminating northwest
of the farmstead. Evidence of its outflow into Rock Creek is no longer apparent. While the Goodhue
Ditch & Reservoir Company remains active today, with Boulder County as one of its larger
shareholders, the ditch is no longer used to transport water through the farm.

This resource is explicitly excluded from the boundaries of this resource due to the impossibility of
gaining full approval for listing from the ditch company’s shareholders.? This resource is not listed in
the resource count, and is described here for informational purposes only.

INTEGRITY

Today the Rock Creek Farm Rural Historic District retains the vast majority of its prehistoric and historic
characteristics that relate to its periods of significance. These include the Indigenous archaeological
site, large dairy farm complex, the surrounding expanse of cropfields, the acres of unspoiled terrain,
and the various transportation and mining resources. While the individual contributing features that
make up Rock Creek Farm exhibit various degrees of integrity, they continue to convey their stories of
development and ongoing use from around 5,500 before the present through the 20t century.

3 In compliance with Colorado House Bill 11-1289, the subject of this nomination focuses only upon real property and not

water rights
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Minor repairs and alterations made to the farm’s buildings and structures over the past fifty years were
largely done simply and with like materials. Consequently, the relatively small changes have had little
visual impact and do not diminish the site’s overall character and ability to convey its significance. As
a whole, Rock Creek Farm effectively tells the story of its long use over a period of many decades as
an important transportation corridor and the site of agriculture and mining. This story is likely to be
augmented in the future through additional research and the completion of archaeological surveys.

All of the contributing buildings, structures, sites and objects described above exhibit a high level of
physical integrity with regard to their location, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, association and
design. Both individually and as a group, they easily take visitors back to the site’s periods of
development in the late 19" and early 20th centuries. Although some elements have been removed or
altered by erosion, the road and rail segments similarly exhibit a good degree of integrity in terms of
their alignment and construction. The contributing archaeological sites have revealed, and might still
reveal, information about the prehistoric Indigenous people who visited and utilized resources on the
land, and those who continued to use it in more recent centuries. These sites are believed to contain
additional artifacts and features, and their incompletely excavated state speaks to a level of integrity
for future exploration.

The terrain surrounding the site’s buildings and structures, including its cropfields, an expanse of
unbroken ground in Section 27, and the viewshed to the east beyond the nominated boundaries,
remains largely open and in some areas undisturbed. This has allowed the historic property to retain
a sense of its setting on the open prairie and to reflect the farming landscape. Few non-historic and
non-contributing resources are present on the property, and these do not detract from the site’s overall
historic character and appearance.

The nominated boundaries of the Rock Creek Farm Rural Historic District include a substantial amount
of land, recognizing that the natural landscape and setting on the open prairie were so important to its
use as an early transportation corridor and in relation to the historic agricultural and mining activities
that took place there over many decades. In addition, the visual elements of settlement, farming and
other uses that appeared on the property starting the late 1800s are dwarfed by its vast scale. In
essence, the open landscape dominates the site despite surrounding development, and the farm
remains a good example of the natural landscape that attracted people to this location and allowed
them and subsequent generations to thrive.

RESOURCE COUNT

BUILDINGS CONTRIBUTING | NON-CONTRIBUTING

1 GOODHUE FARMHOUSE 1
2 HIRED HAND’S HOUSE 1
3 GARAGE 1
4 GRANARY 1
5 1

BLACKSMITH SHOP &
EQUIPMENT SHED
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6 HORSE BARN & SCALE HOUSE 1
7 HAY BARN & LOAFING SHED 1
8 MILK COOLING HOUSE 1
9 WATER PUMP HOUSE 1
10 MILKING BARN 1
11 MILKING BARN ANNEX 1
12 FEEDING BARN 1
13 NORTH HAY BARN 1
& LOAFING SHED

14 HOG HOUSE 1
15 OLD WELL HOUSE 1
16 SMALL OFFICE 1
17 SOUTH LOAFING SHED 1
18 NEW WELL HOUSE 1

SUBTOTAL 15 3

STRUCTURES CONTRIBUTING | NON-CONTRIBUTING
1 MAIN ENTRY GATEWAY & DRIVE 1
2 LIVESTOCK CORRALS 1
3 CATTLE FEED HOPPERS 1
4 CATTLE FEED SILOS 1
5 DENVER, UTAH & PACIFIC 1
RAILROAD SEGMENT
6 COLORADO CENTRAL 1
RAILROAD / SUNNYSIDE SPUR/
DENVER & INTERURBAN
RAILROAD SEGMENT
7 COLORADO ROUTE 1 1
ROAD SEGMENT & BRIDGE

8 STEARNS LAKE 1
9 RAPTOR FLIGHT CAGES 4

SUBTOTAL 7 5

SITES CONTRIBUTING | NON-CONTRIBUTING

1 PASTURES & CROP FIELDS 1
2 ROCK CREEK STATION 1

& MILLER TAVERN
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3 SUNNYSIDE COAL MINE 1
4 ROCK CREEK 1
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE
5 ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE 1
SUBTOTAL 4 1
OBJECTS CONTRIBUTING | NON-CONTRIBUTING
1 TRUCK SCALE 1
SUBTOTAL 1 0
TOTALS CONTRIBUTING | NON-CONTRIBUTING
27 10

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property B removed from its original location
for National Register listing.) ’

C a birthplace or grave.

A Property is associated with events that have made a

X significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history. D acemetery.
B Property is associated with the lives of persons E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

significant in our past.

F acommemorative property.

C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics

X of a type, period, or method of construction or o o
represents the work of a master, or possesses high G less than 50 years old or achieving significance
artistic values, or represents a significant within the past 50 years.

and distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information
important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

A Owned by a religious institution or used for religious
purposes.
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Areas of Significance 1860s-1920s (ARCHAEOLOGY / Historic Non-

(Enter categories from instructions.)

Aboriginal)

AGRICULTURE

EXPLORATION / SETTLEMENT

INDUSTRY

TRANSPORTATION Significant Dates

5,500 BP-650BP / 1860, 1864, 1866, 1867, 1870,

ARCHITECTURE

1871, 1873, 1901, 1916, 1921, 1922, 1933, 1934,

ARCHAEOLOGY / Prehistoric Aboriginal

1949, 1954, 1966, 1980

ARCHAEOLOGY / Historic Non-Aboriginal

Significant Person

Period of Significance s ,
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.)

1860s-1970s (AGRICULTURE)

1860s-1870s (EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT) e

1900-1921 (INDUSTRY) Cultural Affiliation

1850s-1920s (TRANSPORTATION) EARLY & MIDDLE PLAINS ARCHAIC;
1880s-1930s (ARCHITECTURE) CERAMIC PERIOD; EURO-AMERICAN

5500BC-1550AD (ARCHAEOLOGY / Prehistoric
Architect/Builder

Aboriginal)

STEARNS DAIRY COMPANY

Period of Significance (justification): The period of significance for Agriculture extends from
the 1860s to the 1970s to encompass the entire period during which agricultural activities were taking
place on the site. Although agriculture continues there today, the property became an open space
devoted to recreation and natural buffer protection in 1980, so farming and grazing there are now
secondary activities. The period of significance for Exploration and Settlement focuses upon the 1860s
and 1870s as the first Euro-American uses of the property took place. The period of significance for
Industry runs from 1900 to 1921, the period during which commercial coal mining was active there.
The period of significance for Transportation extends from the 1860s into the 1920s, covering the site’s
association with the early stagecoach and wagon road, historic rail and streetcar use, and an early
state highway that passed through the site.

The period of significance related to Architecture runs from the 1880s to 1930s, covering the period
during which the farmstead developed with its Craftsman bungalow farmhouse, post and beam horse
barn, and numerous buildings and structures related to its twentieth-century use as a dairy farm. The
period of significance associated with Prehistoric Aboriginal Archaeology extends from approximately
5500 BC to 1550 AD. This relates to extensive archaeological evidence that has been found of human
habitation and use of the site by prehistoric peoples. Finally, the period of significance related to
Historic Non-Aboriginal Archaeology is associated with the potential for information discovery on the
site of the Rock Creek Station and Miller Tavern, along with the Sunnyside Coal Mine, which date from
the decades between the 1860s and 1920s.

Criteria Considerations: Not Applicable
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Summary Paragraph

The Rock Creek Farm Rural Historic District is a multi-component site that holds several historic
resources and is locally significant under more than one area of significance. First, itis significant under
Criterion A in the areas of Agriculture, Exploration & Settlement, Industry and Transportation. Its
significance in these areas is based upon its association with the early agricultural settlement of the
Rock Creek area; the operation of a territorial-era roadhouse and tavern along the Cherokee Trail,
Overland Stage Line, and Denver and Cheyenne Stage Road; the construction of two railroad lines
(one also used by the Denver & Interurban Railroad) and an early automobile highway through the
property; and the operation of an early twentieth-century coal mine. The site is also significant under
Criterion C in the area of Architecture for its excellent example of a Craftsman bungalow farmhouse
and an expansive array of vernacular agricultural buildings. Finally, the nominated property is
significant under Criterion D in the areas of Prehistoric Aboriginal Archaeology and Historic Non-
Aboriginal Archaeology related to the presence of extensive archaeological evidence and information
potential associated with occupation by prehistoric Indigenous peoples; and for its information potential
associated with the historic roadhouse and tavern and coal mine that were present on the property from
the mid-1800s into the early 1900s.

The Rock Creek Farm Rural Historic District is also eligible considering the contextual analysis provided
in the National Register of Historic Places multiple property listing titled Agricultural Resources of
Boulder County. The county’s agricultural history is divided into three periods: Early Settlement/Pioneer
Agriculture (1859-1896), Growth in Agriculture (1897-1919), and Retrenching and New Directions in
Agriculture (1920-1967). Agricultural development within the Rock Creek Farm Rural Historic District
falls into each of these contextual categories. The property’s first agricultural use began in the 1860s,
when settlers began to produce hay and cattle, along with products such as butter and eggs. These
were sold to travelers who stopped at the roadhouse and tavern on the site, and to residents of the
mining camps in the mountains to the west who needed fresh meat and other food products to survive.
From the early 1870s into the 1920s, the farm was owned and operated by a single family that increased
its acreage, constructed a farmstead, and turned the property into a fully functional agricultural
operation. In the mid-1910s, the sons incorporated the farm, indicating that it had entered a new phase
of its history through their intention to manage it as a modern, corporate (but still family-owned)
agricultural enterprise. From the early 1930s to the late 1940s, the property was owned and operated
by a dairy company out of Denver that greatly expanded the farmstead with new buildings and used
the facility to manage its herd of dairy cattle. The operation provided the firm’s processing plant with
raw milk. Following that, from the 1950s to the 1970s, the property was used as a cattle ranch.

According to the registration requirements provided in the NRHP document, the Rock Creek Farm Rural
Historic District meets the standards of eligibility by conveying a substantial degree of its association
with the area’s agricultural heritage under Criterion A and for its assemblage of buildings and structures
associated with agricultural architecture under Criterion C. The property’s period of significance dates
from the 1860s to the 1970s for agriculture and from the 1880s to the 1930s for architecture. The
district also retains a high level of integrity in the areas of location, setting, design, materials,
workmanship, feeling and association. All of these factors are discussed in greater detail below.
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Narrative Statement of Significance

The Rock Creek Farm Rural Historic District was evaluated in light of the analysis provided in the
Colorado Plains Historic Context (Mehls, 1984), the Agricultural Resources of Boulder County NRHP
multiple property listing (Wolfenbarger, 2008), and other published and unpublished works that together
provide the historic background for Boulder County and the Rock Creek area. In addition, the same
property that is being nominated to the NRHP was landmarked by Boulder County in 1998. The
nomination prepared at that time was used as a resource, along with many other new ones, for the
current nomination. All of these materials provide the basis for the narrative below and underscore the
property’s historical importance under several categories of significance.

Criterion A — Agriculture: The nominated property is significant as an excellent example of an
agricultural site that was developed and operated by a series of Euro-American owners between the
mid-1800s and mid-1900s. They constructed a farmstead with buildings and structures, and utilized
an expanse of irrigated cropfields and livestock pasture. From the 1860s through the early 1930s, the
Foote, Miller and Goodhue families grew crops including hay, corn and alfalfa, and raised beef cattle,
dairy cattle, and horses on the property.

Between 1932 and 1949, the Stearns Dairy Company greatly expanded the farmstead and converted
the property to a commercial dairy operation that provided the firm with raw milk that supplied its
processing plant in Glendale, Colorado. Stearns Dairy products were sold in neighborhood grocery
stores and delivered to homes throughout Denver. Agricultural activities, including dairying, crop
growing, and raising purebred Hereford cattle, continued on the property from the 1950s through the
1970s. Out of use for decades, the early 1930s milking room, complete with its metal stanchion system
and related equipment and furnishings, remains almost intact today.

Starting in 1980, the property transitioned to Boulder County open space management, with much of
the land remaining under active agricultural practice. Today, the site retains a high degree of integrity
tied to a period of significance that runs from the 1860s to the 1970s. It represents a remarkably intact
farming complex dating from this period and conveys a strong sense of its history and significance as
a center of agriculture in northern Colorado.

Criterion A — Exploration/Settlement: The nominated property is significant as an excellent
example of a site that was directly associated with the early Euro-American settlement of the Rock
Creek area. The property was the location of a frontier and territorial-era roadhouse and tavern known
as the Rock Creek Station and Miller Tavern. Built around 1860 on the east bank of Rock Creek, it
continued to operate for a decade, providing travelers along the joint Cherokee Trail, Overland Stage
Line Road, and Denver and Cheyenne Stage Line Road with a place to stop for food and drink, and
overnight accommodations. Rather than being a company operated stage station, it was privately
owned and would have served travelers along the road who were not passing by on stagecoaches
(these would have stopped instead at the stage company’s home and swing stations a few miles to the
north and south). With few amenities along the route, the roadhouse and tavern became well known
to migrants traveling between Denver and Wyoming.

By the time the Rock Creek Station and Miller Tavern’s period of intensive use came to an end in 1871,
the land had been surveyed and mapped by the federal government and settlers were filing homestead
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claims and buying parcels throughout the area. Land patents in Sections 22 and 28 were issued to
several individuals and Section 27 was granted by the federal government to the Union Pacific Railroad.
By the end of the nineteenth century, much of Sections 22 and 27 were under the ownership of farmer
Abner Goodhue. He established a farmstead northeast of the roadhouse and constructed a house,
barns, outbuildings and corrals to shelter his family and aid in his work of raising crops, livestock and
horses. In the early 1870s, Goodhue partnered with other farmers in the Rock Creek area to develop
the South Boulder & Rock Creek Ditch to irrigate farmland. Because the ditch terminated on Goodhue’s
property, it also became known as the Goodhue Ditch. He also built Goodhue Reservoir No. 1, which
was expanded in the 1930s and became known as Stearns Lake. Although the ditch and lake are
important to the history of the site, only the lake is considered a contributing structure for the purpose
of this nomination. The ditch alignment is outside the boundaries for the resource.

The roadhouse and tavern building is no longer extant, and appears to have burned down in the early
1920s. Vacant ground along Rock Creek where it stood might reveal information about what was once
there and how the facility operated. The surrounding farm dating from the 1860s and 1870s survives,
conveying to visitors a sense of the area’s open character and what it might have been like to traverse
the landscape and even settle there during the frontier and territorial periods.

Criterion A — Industry: The nominated property is significant as an excellent example of a site
that was associated with industrial use of the landscape throughout the Rock Creek area. Specifically,
this relates to the history of coal mining in the Northern Coal Field that stretched for many miles from
Marshall and Superior on the southwest to Frederick and Firestone on the northeast. The lignite coal
beds discovered there in the 1860s were developed over the following decades and the region became
a major producer of fuel for heating, railroad use, electric generation, and manufacturing in Denver and
along the northern Front Range from the 1870s into the 1950s.

The Louisville and Lafayette area alone had almost three dozen coal mines of various sizes in
operation. From 1900 to 1921, the Sunnyside Coal Mine occupied the northeast quarter of Section 28.
This facility included two shafts that provided access to the maze of underground tunnels, surface
buildings that supported the mining operation, a collection of miners’ houses, and a rail spur. Over the
years following the mine’s closure, the surface facilities were removed and all that remains there today
are darkly stained soils and the eroded rail bed. The vacant ground where the mine stood has the
potential to reveal information about the coal mine operation through archaeological investigation.

Criterion A — Transportation: The nominated property is significant for its association with
transportation during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. Throughout the period from the 1850s to
the 1920s, the site was traversed by a frontier and territorial era stage and wagon road, two railroad
lines, and an early automobile highway. These routes served as vital transportation links between
Denver and Wyoming, and between the emerging communities along the northern Front Range. They
fostered communication, development, movement, and commerce across the region and contributed
to its settlement by Euro-Americans and subsequent growth.

From the early 1850s through the 1870s, the Cherokee Trail / Overland Stage Line Road / Denver and
Cheyenne Stage Road not only served the stage lines but also accommodated the needs of travelers
and freight haulers as the principal route between Denver and Wyoming. From the 1860s-1870s on, it
also connected the towns and agricultural districts just east of the mountains with one another. The
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road segment running through the nominated property was used throughout the 1870s by Wells, Fargo
& Company and other freight and passenger enterprises. While traffic on the road decreased
somewhat during that decade as railroads began to handle passengers and freight, it appears to have
remained in use for local traffic.

The establishment of the towns of Broomfield, Lafayette and Louisville, combined with area population
growth, the development of agriculture and coal mining, and the growing number of automobiles on the
roads, caused the original stage and wagon road to shift east to follow the north-south section lines
running along the east edge of the property. However, Goodhue Hill presented a problem due to the
terrain and the road continued to curve through the property for about one-half mile before rejoining the
section lines. In the 1920s, the automobile road was designated Colorado Route 1. The curving
segment running through the farm was abandoned in 1924 when grading and filling was completed to
align it along the section lines. Today the abandoned road segment and a bridge dating from the early
years of the twentieth century remain visible on the property.

In addition to the roads, the nominated site holds two segments of railroad lines that were important to
regional development in the twentieth century. The first of these was the Colorado Central Railroad
(CCRR), developed in 1873 through Section 28. This line connected Denver to Boulder, Longmont
and Lyons, and included a spur that served the Sunnyside Coal Mine. Both passenger and freight cars
ran along the route. Mainline traffic along the segment through Section 28 was replaced in 1908 when
the railroad constructed a new segment a short distance to the west. Rather than being abandoned, in
1908 the original segment was electrified, and from that year through 1922 it handled streetcar traffic
between Denver and Boulder that was operated by the Denver & Interurban Railroad (D&IRR).

The other railroad line was the Denver, Utah and Pacific Railroad (DU&PRR), developed in 1889 on a
diagonal through Sections 22 and 27. This route ran north from Denver to Lafayette and Erie, and
handled both passenger and coal mine traffic. It continued to operate into the 1970s, by which time it
appears to have been truncated in the Lafayette area.

Except for the Cherokee Trail / Overland Stage Line Road / Denver and Cheyenne Stage Road that
passed the Rock Creek Station and Miller Tavern, the railroad lines and automobile road through the
nominated property continue to be visible. The CCRR/D&IRR bed can still be seen along with the spur
to the Sunnyside Coal Mine. The DU&PRR line is intact, complete with its bed, ties and rails. The
Colorado Route 1 segment is also visible and the bridge remains standing. These all convey an
excellent sense of historic travel through this area of northern Colorado during the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries.

Criterion C — Architecture: The nominated property is significant for its association with
residential and agricultural architecture dating from the 1870s-1880s and the 1930s. This relates to
the farmhouse and horse barn, along with the array of dairy buildings that survive on the property.

Built in 1916, the house is an excellent example of a Craftsman Bungalow, a style that emerged from
the Arts and Crafts movement and became popular in Colorado and across the nation during the first three
decades of the twentieth century. While its designer and builder are unknown, the house retains a very
good degree of integrity and exhibits fundamental elements of the style. Stylistic elements include its
wood frame construction, low 1%:-story massing expressing horizontal lines, and the use of natural
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materials such as wood siding, wood shingles, and trim. The house also features double-hung wood-
framed windows, a moderately-sloped hipped roof with overhanging eaves and exposed rafter ends, and
square wood columns across the deep full-width screened front porch. A low central shed dormer rises
from the front roof slope. Although the house has been remodeled on the interior, it retains historic features
that include its wood flooring, fireplace, dining room with recessed wood cabinets, molding, and wood
doors. The exterior is remarkably intact and displays an excellent degree of integrity.

The large transverse-crib horse barn is also an important element of the site’s architecture. This building
is the oldest on the site and was likely constructed around the 1880s. Constructed of wood posts and
beams, it was built using mortise and tenon joinery secured with wood pegs. Its transverse-crib style
is evidenced by the side-gabled roof and bays that run from front to back. On the southwest end of the
building is a scale house addition that was likely constructed no later than the early 1930s.

The rest of the farmstead complex is filled with an array of vernacular wood frame agricultural buildings.
These include smaller buildings such as a bunkhouse, garage, granary, hog house, well house and
pumphouse, along with larger ones that include the milking barn and annex, milk cooling house, feeding
barns and loafing sheds. On the interior, the milking barn is remarkably unchanged and intact, complete
with its historic stanchions, troughs and lighting. The two metal silos outside the milking barn and annex
are considered the last remaining ones of their kind in Boulder County. Almost all of the agricultural
and dairy farm buildings and structures are intact from their historic period of use between the 1880s
and 1950s and exhibit an excellent level of integrity.

Criterion D — Archaeology (Prehistoric and Historic Non-Aboriginal): The nominated
property is also significant for its association with prehistoric and historic archaeology, in relation to
questions that have already been answered and those that remain to be explored. Prehistoric
significance under this criterion is related to the identified multi-component Early Archaic Period and
Ceramic Period site that dates from approximately 5,500BP (before the present) to 650BP. Located
I s cnty-three square meters of ground were excavated three
decades ago and found to contain an abundance of artifacts and features related to its occupation and
history of use. The archaeologists involved with that work concluded that significant cultural deposits
are still likely to be found nearby, including evidence of habitations. Future excavation and analysis is
expected to answer various questions about the lives of these ancient Indigenous peoples on the land,
including the nature of their habitations, cultural characteristics and practices; their diet, including what
animals they hunted and plants they gathered; and what artifacts they manufactured and used,
including tools, clothing, cooking utensils, etc.

Significance under this criterion in the area of historic non-aboriginal archaeology relates to a few of
the site’s uses between the mid-1800s and early 1900s. The nominated property has yet to be
surveyed using archaeological methods for evidence of its significant historic features. Questions to
be answered include locating the route of the Cherokee Trail / Overland Stage Line Road / Denver &
Cheyenne Road through the eastern area of the property; confirmation of the exact location of the Rock
Creek Station roadhouse and Miller Tavern along the frontier and territorial road on the | N

and anything that might be learned about the Sunnyside Mine in the site’s southwest area.
These features played an important role in the region’s history of transportation, settlement, and
industry, meriting additional investigation that is expected to improve understanding of these subjects.
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HISTORIC CONTEXT

Indigenous Occupation at Rock Creek Farm, circa 5500 BC-1860s AD: For millions of
years prior to the mid-nineteenth century, the open rolling landscape in and around the southeast corner
of Boulder County was traversed by a diversity of living creatures. Eons ago these included dinosaurs,
some of which left behind fossil evidence of their presence on various Boulder County open space
properties. Modern humans arrived in more recent millennia in search of food, shelter and supplies.
Over the past ten thousand years they lived off the land and frequented the area’s waterways.

Indigenous peoples left evidence of their presence on the land in the form of archaeological sites. One
of these, the Rock Creek Archaeological Site (5BL.2712), is located on the nominated property just

Test excavations and limited data recovery
were completed there in 1990 by archaeologists working for the Boulder County Parks and Open Space
Department. Additional investigation occurred over the following two years. This resulted in the
discovery of a multi-component site showing evidence of various occupations dating from the Early
Archaic Period (circa 5500-3000 BC) to the Ceramic Period (circa 1-1550 AD). The rich deposit of
artifacts and features included firepits, chipped and ground stone tools, bone tools, ceramics, and floral
and faunal remains. Among the artifacts were around two dozen projectile points along with blades,
scrapers and gravers, as well as manos, metates, cobbles and numerous pottery sherds.*

Although determined eligible for the NRHP in 1991 by the Colorado SHPO, the site was instead
individually listed in the Colorado State Register of Historic Properties in 1993. According to the
nomination, “the quantity and quality of the cultural deposits at the site contain information regarding
site function, chronology, cultural affiliation, and subsistence and seasonality.” Its eligibility under
Colorado SRHP Criterion E was based upon the site’s archaeological data content and its applicability
to a wide variety of research topics pertaining to the two periods of occupation. The archaeologists
concluded that given what was uncovered there, evidence of nearby habitations would likely be found
in the future.®

Another archaeological site (5BL.3117) has been discovered on the property,
I e small site was
initially recorded in 1990 by the University of Colorado and again in 2000 due to the expectation that it
would be destroyed
Artifacts discovered there included a small assemblage of fire-cracked rocks, chipped stone debitage,
and chipped stone tools. By 2000, the site was part of
. Archaeologists concluded that the site was not eligible for
the NRHP because its resources had been disturbed and it failed to retain adequate integrity. It appears

that the area where the artifacts were recovered might have survive i NG

Since time immemorial, Indigenous peoples have lived in Colorado with their own unique cultures,
relations and histories. Eastern Colorado was home to a variety of tribes that included the Apache,
Arapaho, Cheyenne, Comanche, Crow, Kiowa, Sioux, Pawnee and Ute. Their presence on the land is

4 Gleichman and Lippincott, Rock Creek Site (5BL.2712), Colorado State Register of Historic Properties Nomination; Sally
Crum, People of the Red Earth: American Indians of Colorado, p.15-31 & 61-72
5 Gleichman and Lippincott, Rock Creek Site (5BL.2712), Colorado State Register of Historic Properties Nomination
6 Colorado Cultural Resource Survey, Archaeological Site (5BL.3117), 1990 and 2000
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known today through oral tradition, recorded history, the writings and mapping of explorers, migrants
and settlers, and archaeological investigations. By the mid-1800s, the region that included Rock Creek
Farm was home to a band of Southern Arapaho led by the English-speaking Niwot (Left Hand). Much
of northeastern Colorado had been set aside for the Plains tribes by the 1851 Treaty of Fort Laramie.’

Expanding Euro-American encroachment into the Colorado frontier sparked by the 1858-1859 gold
rush played a large role in the federal government’s breaking of the Treaty of Fort Laramie. In 1861,
the Treaty of Fort Wise established a reservation for the Southern Arapaho and Cheyenne along the
Arkansas River in southeastern Colorado Territory, effectively negating the terms of the Treaty of Fort
Laramie. The Fort Wise Treaty also forced the abandonment of Indigenous claims to most of the Front
Range, and the region was surrendered to the United States government. The Southern Arapaho living
in Boulder County experienced growing pressure to leave their homeland. In 1864, Niwot’s band moved
into southeastern Colorado, and they were among the hundreds of peaceful Arapaho and Cheyenne
who were attacked at Sand Creek on November 29 by several hundred Colorado Cavalry volunteers
led by Colonel John M. Chivington. Following the massacre that took the life of Niwot and
approximately two hundred others in the camp, the survivors were consigned to reservations in Indian
Territory, in what is now the state of Oklahoma, and their history, beliefs and culture were suppressed.?

Road Transportation at Rock Creek Farm, 1850s-1920s: Years before the Indigenous
tribes were removed from Boulder County and the surrounding region, the area became an active
transportation corridor. In 1850, the north-south Cherokee Trail’'s west branch was established along
the plains east of the mountains by Indigenous migrants on their way to the California gold fields (the
trail's east branch, established the previous year, followed the South Platte River before heading
northwest into southern Wyoming). Use of the west branch continued throughout the 1850s. The trail
passed through Township 1 South-Range 69 West, but no towns were yet present anywhere in the
vicinity. Travelers moving across the open countryside forded streams and encountered wildlife, bands
of Indigenous people, and other migrants, and had no modern amenities available to them.®

During the early 1860s, as Denver and Boulder were in their nascent stage of growth and the gold rush
was on in the mountains to the west, traffic along the Cherokee Trail increased with the arrival of Euro-
Americans seeking to reach the Colorado Territory or continue along their frontier journey. When
warfare broke out on the eastern plains between federal troops and Indigenous warriors following the
1864 Sand Creek Massacre, Ben Holladay diverted traffic along his Overland Stage Line away from
western Nebraska and southeast Wyoming toward Denver. From Denver north, the line followed the
Cherokee Trail, passing through the eastern acreage of what would later become Rock Creek Farm.'°

Anticipating construction of the transcontinental railroad through southern Wyoming in 1867, Wells,
Fargo & Company acquired the Overland Stage Line in 1866. As the Union Pacific Railroad pushed
construction along, Wells Fargo launched stagecoach service between Denver and Cheyenne,
Wyoming. After considering a variety of alternatives, the firm decided to stick with the Overland Stage

7 Margaret Coel, Chief Left Hand, p. 31-44; Crum, People of the Red Earth: American Indians of Colorado, p. 97-104
8 Noel and Corson, Boulder County: An lllustrated History, p. 14-22; Crum, People of the Red Earth: American Indians of
Colorado, p. 104-121
® Whiteley, The Cherokee Trail: Bent’s Old Fort to Fort Bridger, p. 17-18, 24-25, 35, 39, 83-84
0 Erb, Brown and Hughes, The Bridger Pass Overland Trail, 1862-1869, Through Colorado and Wyoming; Scott, Historic
Trail Map of the Denver 1°x 2° Quadrangle, Central Colorado, US Geological Survey, 1999
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Line route through the Rock Creek area. This became known as the Denver and Cheyenne Stage
Road. The company made improvements to the road itself and constructed new bridges over washes
and creeks. These provided commercial freight wagons and stagecoaches, along with private
travelers, with a reliable road to traverse, along with access to wood, water and grass, and connections
to emerging towns."

Because the Denver and Cheyenne Stage Road proved to be so important and lucrative, additional
stage and freight lines emerged to compete with Wells Fargo. Freight haulers that entered the market
included the Merchants Dispatch & Freight Line and the Northern Freighting Company. In October
1868, Mason & Ganow commenced daily stage service using four-horse Concord hacks to compete
with Wells Fargo. This sparked a price war, causing tickets to plummet from $12.00 down to $2.50
before they started to go up again. Mason & Ganow promised to transport passengers, mail and
express packages in twenty-three hours, leaving Denver at 8:00 am and arriving in Cheyenne at 7:00
am the following morning. In the fall of 1869, Wells, Fargo & Company sold all of their Colorado stage
routes and equipment to John Hughes & Company, which continued to operate along the Denver and
Cheyenne Stage Road for at least another eight months. Throughout the 1860s, the road through
Sections 22 and 27 in Rock Creek Farm handled substantial commercial passenger and freight traffic,
along with individuals and groups traveling on horseback and with personal wagons.'?

Long-distance commercial traffic along the stage road started to decline after 1870, when the Denver
Pacific Railroad constructed its line between Denver and Cheyenne following a route through Greeley.
A further reduction in long-distance road travel occurred in 1873, when the Colorado Central Railroad
completed another north-south line from Denver to Cheyenne that passed through the Rock Creek
area. Although the railroads diverted some traffic away from the region’s stage and freight routes in
the 1870s, the Denver and Cheyenne Stage Road continued to be used for years as a local and regional
transportation route for personal travel, commerce, and as a farm-to-market road. It also connected
Denver to Boulder and other emerging towns to the north from Louisville and Lafayette all the way to
Fort Collins and into Wyoming.

During the first decade of the twentieth century, automobiles began to appear along the Denver and
Cheyenne Stage Road, albeit in small numbers. These increased starting in 1908 when the affordable
Ford Model T was released to the public. By the mid-1910s, the road previously used by stagecoaches
and wagons had been replaced by an unpaved automobile road that became part of the Lincoln
Highway. The Lincoln Highway Association chose the route from New York City to San Francisco and
dedicated the highway in October 1913. Unfortunately for Colorado, it traversed southern Wyoming
and completely bypassed its southern neighbor. Colorado officials lobbied the Lincoln Highway
Association, whose leaders reluctantly agreed to the formation of what became known as the Colorado
Loop. Deviating from the main highway in western Nebraska, the route took motorists southwest from
Julesburg to Denver, and from there northward to Cheyenne.’®

The Lincoln Highway Association removed the Colorado Loop from its officially sanctioned route in
1915, yet the name stuck with the public and continued to be used for many years. In most places, the

" Burke, A Bumpy Ride: A History of Stagecoaching in Colorado
2 “Messrs. Mason & Ganow...,” Rocky Mountain News, 17 October 1868, p. 4; “Express Lines, New Stage Line, Denver to
Cheyenne,” Rocky Mountain News, 2 January 1869, p. 2; Burke, A Bumpy Ride: A History of Stagecoaching in Colorado
3 Lee and Jane Whiteley, The Lincoln Highway in Colorado, p. 8-11
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route north of Denver followed section lines and existing roads. In at least one location, it meandered
across a private property. Where the road had to navigate the terrain on Goodhue Hill south of the
current Rock Creek farmstead, it diverged from the east section lines to curve westward for a length of
about one-half mile through the Rock Creek Farm property. The hill proved especially difficult if not
impossible to traverse when the road became muddy. Following one downpour in late July 1920,
numerous cars were marooned there, preventing any traffic from getting through until help arrived the
next day. Hundreds of tourists returning from the mountains were stranded overnight in their cars or
anywhere in the Lafayette area they could find a place to sleep.'

When the Colorado Highway Advisory Board first numbered the state’s highways in 1923, the Lincoln
Highway north of Denver was designated Colorado Route 1. This ran from Denver to Fort Collins and
then north to the state line near Cheyenne. With automobile traffic increasing along the road, the
several-mile stretch between Broomfield and Lafayette needed to be improved. In the spring of 1923,
Boulder County had the segment from Broomfield north to the top of Goodhue Hill near the southeast
corner of Rock Creek Farm paved with concrete. From that point to the north for at least three-quarters
of a mile, the road still curved through the farm as it descended the bluffs and washes."

In August 1923, the Colorado State Highway Commission announced it would extend the paving on
Colorado Route 1 between Broomfield and Lafayette, while also eliminating the segment that ran
through Rock Creek Farm. According to an article published in the Lafayette Leader, “work will soon
be started on the cutting down of the Goodhue hill and the making of the fill in the gulch which when
completed will cut out the big horseshoe curve.” In November, the state highway department closed
the road for the winter, requiring drivers to detour around the area. Cutting and grading took place over
the following months. The project was slowed by the need for new bridges to be constructed over
washes and both Rock Creek and Coal Creek.'®

The bridges and concrete paving were finally completed in late 1924 and the much-improved highway
was reopened for use. For a brief period during the summer of 1926, the earlier route through Rock
Creek Farm was placed back into use when buckling sections of the concrete paving on Colorado
Route 1 had to be replaced. Since that time, the curving “horseshoe bend” of the earlier road where it
ran through the Rock Creek Farm has been abandoned. In 1936, the United States Bureau of Public
Roads designated Colorado Route 1 as US Route 287. During the post-World War Il years, the road
was re-designated US Highway 287, and it has been greatly widened over the decades to handle a
growing volume of regional traffic.”

4 Drumm’s Pocket Map of Boulder County, Colorado, 1914; Road and Trail Map of Boulder County, Colorado, circa 1920;
“Cars Marooned on Goodhue Hill,” Lafayette Leader, 30 July 1920, p. 1; Lafayette Historical Society, Lafayette, Colorado:
Treeless Plain to Thriving City, Centennial History, 1889-1989, 1990, p. 21-22
5 Autobee and Dobson-Brown, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places, Multiple Property
Documentation Form, 10 January 2003; Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado’s Highway System,
Associated Cultural Resource Experts, 24 April 2002
6 “Began to Pour Concrete for Road at Broomfield on the Lincoln Highway,” Longmont Ledger, 27 April 1923, p. 8; “More
Cement Road Will Open Tomorrow,” Lafayette Leader, 24 August 1923, p. 1; “Lincoln Highway Closed to Traffic for Winter,”
Lafayette Leader, 23 November 1923, p. 5
7 “Work on Hard Road Now Being Pushed,” Lafayette Leader, 6 June 1924, p. 1; “Lafayette-Denver Road Almost Done,”
Lafayette Leader, 14 November 1924; “Goodhue Hill Road to be Open Sunday,” Longmont Daily Times, 4 August 1926, p.
1; Autobee and Dobson-Brown, Colorado State Roads and Highways, National Register of Historic Places, Multiple Property
Documentation Form, 10 January 2003; Highways to the Sky: A Context and History of Colorado’s Highway System,
Associated Cultural Resource Experts, 24 April 2002
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Settlement and Agriculture at Rock Creek Farm, 1860-1932: The event that changed the
course of frontier Colorado’s history and development was the discovery of gold in 1858 in the river
bottom soils at the confluence of Cherry Creek and the South Platte River, where downtown Denver is
located today. The following spring and summer, prospectors located rich lodes of gold in the
mountains to the west, sparking the Colorado gold rush and luring thousands of prospectors and
entrepreneurs across the Great Plains and into Denver. From there, many continued west to the
emerging mining camps. Others headed to diverse points along the Front Range, including Boulder
County. Most of these migrants arrived with modest worldly possessions, together with dreams of a
new life. However, for many their livelihood was not to be found in mining the hard, unforgiving rock of
the mountains but in ranching and farming on the plains below.

Throughout the 1860s and 1870s, thousands of migrants traveled up the South Platte River in search of
land where they could start farms and ranches. Others emerged from the mountain mining camps ready
to acquire land where they could engage in agriculture. Eager to see the frontier settled by Euro-
Americans in accordance with the ideal of Manifest Destiny, the United States Congress passed the
Homestead Act in 1862, allowing any eligible adult to lay claim to 160 acres of government surveyed land.
Settlers could gain legal title to the property after five years if they built a residence and improved the land
through cultivation. A second option entitled claimants to secure ownership after six months if they
established residency, made minor improvements, and paid the United States government a set price of
$1.25 per acre.

In 1861, the Colorado Territory was established with Boulder County among its first group of political
entities. As the region’s Indigenous tribes were removed from their homelands during the decade
through a series of treaties and forceful evictions, settlers began to arrive in larger numbers, eager to
file land claims that established and protected their ownership rights. However, the area had to be
surveyed and mapped before land parcels could be distributed. The federal government contracted
with land surveyors Joel E. Hendricks (1861), George E. Pierce (1863), and Hiram Miller (1864) to
measure and divide Township 1 South-Range 69 West into legal parcels that could be offered for
settlement. The survey teams found the land in southeastern Boulder County crossed by Rock Creek
and other natural drainages, along with the Laramie Road (the Cherokee Trail). In his 1864 field notes,
Hiram Miller wrote that this township contained “good prairie land mostly claimed by actual settlers”
who were cutting “large quantities of hay in the valleys annually.” He also noted that the land was
predominantly smooth and gently rolling, with good grass that could be used as pasture. Cottonwood
trees and scrub willows were growing along the streams, and evidence of coal seams was observed
on the nearby bluffs.'®

Around 1859-1860, Dr. James E. Dow and his wife Charlotte opened a roadhouse along Rock Creek
in Section 22. James was born in New York City in 1816 and Charlotte hailed from Vermont. By 1850,
they had settled in Rappahannock, Virginia, where he was employed as a schoolteacher (he does not
appear to have been a medical doctor). Their only child, a daughter named Ida, was born in Virginia in
1855. The family moved west to Colorado during the early period of the gold rush, and at their Rock
Creek roadhouse they provided meals and possibly overnight accommodations to travelers along the
Cherokee Trail / Laramie Road. Predating the Overland Stage, the roadhouse was not a stage or swing
station. In addition, the Dows did not legally own the land upon which their facility stood because it had

8 US General Land Office, Survey of Township 1 South-Range 69 West, Colorado Territory, 1861-1864
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not been surveyed and opened for settlement. The Dows sold the roadhouse in the early 1860s and
moved north to farm on land they claimed in the vicinity of the settlement of Burlington along St. Vrain
Creek where present-day Longmont would soon emerge. James died in 1873 and was buried in an
unmarked grave along the bank of the Highland Ditch east of the Town of Lyons. Charlotte moved to
Boulder following her husband’s death. Where she is buried is unknown.®

Thomas J. Lindsey acquired the roadhouse from Dow in the early 1860s and continued to operate it for
about two years. During the early 1860s, he and partner James B. Foote appear to have laid claim to
ownership of the land where the roadhouse stood, likely asserting squatters’ rights. In other words,
their common law claim to the property would have been based upon continuous occupation of the land
as opposed to holding legal title, which was not yet available. Lindsey sold the roadhouse in 1864 but
held onto the land upon which it was located. In July 1866, he quit-claimed his one-half ownership
share in the land to Foote in exchange for a payment of $1,600. Because their original land claim pre-
dated federal survey of the property, and possibly even implementation of the Homestead Act of 1862,
Foote had to take another step to secure his legal ownership. In February 1870, he paid the United
States General Land Office for the land patent to eighty acres encompassing the NE/4SEY2 and
SEV4NEY4 of Section 22. This parcel included the land along Rock Creek that in the following years
would hold the farmstead that remains there today.?°

The Foote family, including siblings James and Mary, originated in New York State and in the 1850s
moved west to Michigan and then lowa. In December 1862, Mary Foote married Lafayette Miller in
lowa and on June 1 of the following year they headed west across the Great Plains with a caravan of
fifty ox-drawn wagons. After two months of crossing the plains, they arrived in the Boulder County
settlement of Burlington, just south of present-day Longmont. Included among their belongings was
the first threshing machine brought to the area that would mechanically separate the grain from the
stalks and husks, saving farmers hours of labor.

In 1864, Mary and Lafayette Miller moved south to Rock Creek and purchased the roadhouse from
Thomas Lindsey. They called the roadhouse Rock Creek Station and added the Miller Tavern to its
operations (historic records suggest that Lindsey assisted Lafayette Miller in managing the tavern).
Although stagecoaches operated by the Overland Stage Line began to pass the roadhouse and tavern
daily that same year, they were kept to a strict time schedule and were unlikely to have stopped there.
Instead, they would have stopped at Church’s swing station five miles to the south and Boon’s Ranch
on Boulder Creek to the north. The Rock Creek Station and Miller Tavern was a private enterprise
rather than a corporate one, and it would have been visited by military personnel, traders and freighters,
and individuals or groups traveling along the road by horse and wagon. By the late 1860s, the road
passing through the area became known as the Denver and Cheyenne Stage Road.?’

9 Conarroe, 80026: An lllustrated History of Lafayette, Colo., 1829-1929, p. 76; US Census Records, James and Charlotte

Dow, Rappahannock, Virginia, 1850; St. Vrain District, Boulder County, Colorado, 1870; US Tax Assessment List, J. E.

Dow, St. Vrains, Colorado, 1865; “Grave of One of Lyons Most Prominent Pioneers Unmarked — Uncovered by Plow,” Lyons

Recorder, 18 September 1931

20 Quit Claim Deed, Thomas Lindsey to James B. Foote, Boulder County Clerk & Recorder, 16 July 1866, Book D, Page

447; US General Land Office, Patent Issued to James B. Foote, 25 February 1870 (Document #757)

21 Abram W. Foote, Foote Family, Comprising the Genealogy and History of Nathaniel Foote of Wethersfield, Conn. and

His Descendants, p. 938-939; US Census Records, James B. Foote, Liberty, lowa, 1860; Conarroe, 80026: An lllustrated

History of Lafayette, Colo., 1829-1929, p. 76 & 90; “Boulder County Pioneers,” Lafayette Leader, 29 November 1912, p. 1
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While Lafayette and Mary Miller were operating the roadhouse and tavern, Lafayette teamed with his
brother-in-law James Foote to raise hay and cattle on the surrounding property and produce butter and
eggs. They sold these products in the mountain mining camps and in meat markets they opened in
Erie and Boulder. Mary Miller later recalled that on one occasion she prepared meals for a hundred
members of a circus that made an unexpected stop at the Miller Tavern. If so, that would have been
Dan Castello’s Circus, the first to visit the Colorado Territory. In June 1869, the troupe staged shows
in Denver, Golden, Central City, Georgetown and Boulder, and their route likely took them along the
wagon and stage road past Rock Creek.??

In June 1870, Foote sold the eighty-acre parcel of land to Mary Miller for $500. The Millers remained
there until March 1871, when they sold the land, roadhouse and tavern and moved on to other interests
such as farming and operating their Boulder meat market. Lafayette died in 1878, after which Mary
took their children to live at their farm a few miles north of Rock Creek. Ten years later, in 1888, she
founded the town of Lafayette on the property, naming it for her beloved husband. In addition to selling
town lots, she was further enriched when a substantial coal seam was discovered in 1884 on the
acreage that led to development of the lucrative Simpson Coal Mine. Lafayette became a thriving coal
town due to the Simpson Mine and others that emerged nearby. James Foote died in 1895 and was
buried in Boulder’'s Columbia Cemetery. Mary lived for many more years and became the president of
banks in Lafayette, Louisville and Erie. Following her death in 1921, she was buried next to her
husband in the Lafayette Cemetery.?3

The man who acquired the Miller property in Section 22 in 1871 was Abner Cushman Goodhue, and
he would substantially impact the property’s history and development over the following decades. Born
in Toronto, Canada in 1832, Goodhue lived and worked into his twenties on his family’s farms in
Lenawee County, Michigan southwest of Detroit and then along the Mississippi River north of Sauk
Rapids, Minnesota. Between 1865 and 1870, he was active in the freight business, sold buffalo meat
to the Union Pacific Railroad Company to feed its construction crews, and marketed horses out of
lllinois. From 1870 to 1895, Goodhue was in the horse and cattle business with his friend and business
partner George W. Rabb. Around 1870, the two stopped at Rock Creek Station with one hundred
horses they were transporting for sale. The following year, Goodhue bought the eighty-acre property
from the Millers. Rabb homesteaded nearby, claiming the entire northwest quarter of Section 22 (he
received the patent in 1883). In 1876, Rabb married Goodhue’s sister Harriett and for the time being
they lived on Abner’s farm. Harriett died in 1893 and when Rabb remarried in 1895, he moved to his
own farm, where he apparently established a farmstead (no evidence of that farmstead remains on the
property today).?*

22 Conarroe, 80026: An lllustrated History of Lafayette, Colo., 1829-1929, p. 5, 32, 76-80; Burke, A Bumpy Ride: A History
of Stagecoaching in Colorado, p. 43 & 119; “Dan Castello’'s Great Show,” Rocky Mountain News, 31 May 1869, p. 1; US
Census Records, James B. Foote, Boulder, Colorado, 1870-1880; “Boulder County Pioneers,” Lafayette Leader, 29
November 1912, p. 1
28 Warranty Deed, James B. Foote to Mary E. Miller, 18 June 1870, Boulder County Clerk & Recorder, Book L, Page 633;
Warranty Deed, Mary E. Miller and Lafayette Miller to A. C. Goodhue and J. F. Bates, 14 March 1871, Boulder County Clerk
& Recorder, Book O, Page 105; Conarroe, 80026: An lllustrated History of Lafayette, Colo., 1829-1929, p. 76-79; Foote,
Foote Family, Comprising the Genealogy and History of Nathaniel Foote of Wethersfield, Conn. and His Descendants, p.
938-939; “A Sudden Summons,” Daily Camera, 18 December 1895, p. 1
24 US Census Records, Abner Goodhue, Madison, Michigan, 1850; Watab, Benton County, Minnesota, 1860; Stone, History
of Colorado, Vol. IV, 1919, p. 682-684; Lafayette Historical Society, Lafayette, Colorado: Treeless Plain to Thriving City,
Centennial History, 1889-1989, 1990, p. 216 & 311; Patent Issued to George W. Rabb, 10 July 1883, Document #1644
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In 1871, Abner Goodhue settled on his farm in southeast Boulder County and lived there for some time
with his widowed father George (along with the Rabbs). It is possible that during those early years they
lived in the former roadhouse, which continued to stand into the early 1900s. In 1887, Goodhue married
Clara Waynick. Born in lowa around 1859 and raised in Lucas County, she was substantially younger
than her husband. Between the late 1880s and early 1890s, they had three sons they named Hugh,
Paul and Bert. According to the 1900 census, around that time the Goodhues were living with their
sons, the Rapps’ twenty-year-old daughter Blanche, and a farm laborer from Austria. By that time, they
seem to have occupied a house that Goodhue had constructed northeast of the former roadhouse
where the current farmhouse stands today. It is likely that Goodhue had the house built in the late
1880s when he married Clara.?®

Abner Goodhue began to expand the property by acquiring adjacent acreage in Section 22. Initially,
this included a forty-acre parcel to the southwest (SW7/4SE"4) that his father George had patented in
1880. In 1885 and 1892, Goodhue patented three more parcels totaling 240 acres to the north
(N72NEY2) and west (SW7/NEYa, NWViSEY:, EV2SWY2). By 1896, he owned 1,440 acres of land.
Goodhue also became centrally involved in the construction of the South Boulder & Rock Creek Ditch
starting in 1873. This ditch extended across the middle of Section 22, bringing irrigation water to his
cropfields and terminating near the farmstead. Over the years, Goodhue served as the ditch company’s
president and Clara as its secretary. Because of their management of the resource, the South Boulder
Creek & Rock Creek Ditch ended up being known as the Goodhue Ditch. Goodhue also constructed
the ten-acre Goodhue Reservoir No. 1 on his farm in the southwest quarter of Section 22. Enlarged in
1934 to twenty-three acres, the reservoir has been known since as Stearns Lake.?®

In October 1877, the Colorado Banner newspaper, published in Boulder, printed a short article
informing readers that “A. C. Goodhue, has raised...the boss wheat crop of the state. On 60 acres he
realized 2270 bushels being almost 38 bushels to the acre. In some places it went over forty. Is there
a wheat field of the size in the state, that can beat it? If so, tell us of it.” Over the following decades,
Goodhue became known not only for his agricultural products but also as a breeder of some of the
region’s finest driving and draft horses. He and his sons worked the land and continued to grow their
agricultural empire with further acquisitions. Directly south of the farm, the 320 acres that made up the
north half of Section 27 were owned by the Union Pacific Railway Company. In 1889, the Denver, Utah
& Pacific Railroad completed a diagonal line through the property, and it was immediately leased to the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad, which operated trains between Denver and Longmont. The
Union Pacific Railroad Company sold the mostly unused land to Goodhue in 1892, greatly expanding
his farm.?’

By the 1880s, the Goodhues had developed a farmstead over two hundred yards northeast of the
roadhouse on open ground east of Rock Creek. The family lived in the house that Abner Goodhue had

25 US Census Records, Abner Goodhue, Louisville Precinct, Boulder County, Colorado, 1880; Colorado Marriage Record,

Abner C. Goodhue and Clara M. Waynick, Louisville, Colorado, 11 August 1887; US Census Records, Clara Waynick,

Chariton, lowa, 1870

26 Patent Issued to George Goodhue, 30 June 1880 (Document #2981); Patents Issued to Abner C. Goodhue, 23 January

1885 (Document #1676) and 4 May 1892 (Document #49); Lafayette Historical Society, Lafayette, Colorado: Treeless Plain

to Thriving City, Centennial History, 1889-1989, 1990, p. 216; Architectural Inventory Records, Goodhue Ditch and Stearns

Lake, History Colorado, Sites 5BL.2719.1 & 5BL.2719.42-46, 1989-1995

27 “\Who Can Beat It?,” Colorado Banner, 11 October 1877, p. 5; “A Land Mark Gone,” Lafayette Leader, 6 December 1912,

p. 1; US General Land Office, Patent Issued to the Union Pacific Railway Company, 26 February 1897 (Document #38)
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constructed where the present Craftsman bungalow farmhouse is located. Their horse barn, which
remains standing today, was also likely constructed during the same period. In the first decade of the
twentieth century, Goodhue became a director of the Louisville Bank, which was owned by Mary Miller.
By 1910, Abner and Clara Goodhue were still living on the farm together with the boys, who were
between eighteen and twenty-two years old. Abner died on 29 November 1912 and was buried in
Boulder's Green Mountain Cemetery. Another gravemarker commemorating his life is found in the
Benton County Cemetery in Sauk Rapids, Minnesota.?®

Following Goodhue’s death, his sons continued to operate the farm and expand their landholdings. In
Section 22, this included acquisition of the 160-acre George Rabb property that encompassed the
entire northwest quarter, an eighty-acre property patented in 1890 by William Stevens in the west half
of the southwest quarter, and a forty-acre propety bisected by the railroad in the section’s southeast
corner that was patented in 1891 by John N. Holmes. In a remarkable move for the era, Clara Goodhue
stepped into her deceased husband’s shoes and became president of the South Boulder Creek & Rock
Creek Ditch Company.2®

In 1916, Clara Goodhue had her house demolished and replaced with a large, stylish Craftsman
bungalow farmhouse that remains standing there today. She continued to live there for the next eight
years. On November 17, the Lafayette Leader printed a short notice about her house’s completion,
stating that it was “a bungalo [sic], modern in every respect.” The following year, the Goodhue sons
formally incorporated their agricultural operation as the Goodhue Farms Company, indicating that it
would be operated as a modern business and agricultural enterprise. When the 1920 federal census
was recorded, Clara was sixty-one-years-old and living in the farmhouse with her twenty-seven-year-
old son Bert. In 1922, the 640 acres in Section 22 were acquired by Paul Goodhue. That December,
a fire destroyed a residence on the property that housed tenants. Although the newspaper did not
provide information about the building’s background, this does raise a question about whether it might
have been the 1860s roadhouse and tavern, finally meeting its demise.3°

Clara moved to California in 1924 and census and city directory records show that she was joined there
by her sons Hugh and Bert, along with Bert’s wife Nelle. They all lived together in a fourplex apartment
building at 1217 S. Hoover St. just west of downtown Los Angeles, and both Hugh and Bert worked for
a pottery company. Paul Goodhue might have been there as well by 1930. Clara and Hugh were still
living in the same building in 1940. She died that June and was buried in Inglewood Park Cemetery.>!

28 “Louisville Bank,” Black Diamond World, 19 June 1909, p. 8; US Census Records, Abner and Clara Goodhue, 1910;
Stone, History of Colorado, Vol. IV, 1919, p. 684; “A Land Mark Gone,” Lafayette Leader, 6 December 1912, p. 1; Burial
Record, Abner Cushman Goodhue, Green Mountain Cemetery, Boulder, Colorado, Date of Death: 29 November 1912;
Burial Record, Abner Cushman Goodhue, Benton County Cemetery, Sauk Rapids, Minnesota, Date of Death: 29 November
1912
29 Stone, History of Colorado, Vol. IV, 1919, p. 684; Chronological History of Rock Creek Farm, Boulder County Parks and
Open Space Department; Patent Issued to William Stevens, 9 December 1890 (Document #2722); Patent Issued to John
N. Holmes, 5 March 1891 (Document #9388)
30 “Mrs. Clara Goodhue expects to move into her home...,” Lafayette Leader, 17 November 1916, p. 4; US Census Records,
Abner and Clara Goodhue, 1920; Stone, History of Colorado, Vol. IV, 1919, p. 684; “Goodhue Tenant House Destroyed by
Fire,” 15 December 1922, p. 1
31 US Census Records, Clara Goodhue, Los Angeles, California, 1930 & 1940; Death Record, Clara M. Goodhue, Los
Angeles, California, Date of Death: 26 June 1940
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When the Goodhues moved to California in 1924, the 640 acres in Section 22 were acquired from Paul
Goodhue by Lawrence Maroney Jr., the son of a Denver banker and himself an executive with the First
National Bank in Lafayette. He occupied the farmhouse starting in early 1925 and lived there with his
mother and sisters. His brother Arthur, who worked in banking in Denver, also planned to reside with
them and commute into the city. On 9 January 1925, the Lafayette Leader informed its readers about
the farm purchase and stated that “the house on this ranch is one of the most modern and complete
farm homes in this section of the state.” Active in the Lafayette Lion’s Club, Maroney held meetings
and special events at the farmhouse. At one gathering, he hosted a dinner and the guests participated
in a baseball game on the property followed by a sing-along on the large front porch. He also harvested
wheat from the cropfields. A large International combined harvester-thresher brought onto the farm in
1926 could process 1,000 bushels of grain each day and was reported to be the first of its kind in the
vicinity of Lafayette. Maroney continued to occupy the property through 1927. He soon moved back
to Denver, became president of the Gas-O-Mat Company, and died there in 1932.32

In August 1927, the 640-acre farm was purchased for more than $125,000 by the Associated Realty
Company, whose name had been changed earlier that year from the Olinger Corporation. Its owner,
George Olinger, was known for his prominent Olinger Mortuary in Denver and was a respected
philanthropist. The company planned to retain the farm’s mineral rights and sell the land. Associated
Realty leased the property to Jess and Elizabeth Nordyke, who raised sugar beets, hay and cattle on
the acreage. In June 1930, the Lafayette Leader reported that the Denver law firm of Finn & Minard
had acquired the farm with the goal of stocking it with Holstein cattle and opening a dairy operation.
That plan did not come to fruition. Instead, in 1932 during the depths of the Great Depression, the
Denver Joint Stock Land Bank secured the property from the bankrupt Associated Realty Company.
That same year, the bank sold the farm to a new owner, a commercial enterprise from Denver that
would transform the farmstead and launch the property into a new phase of its history.33

Rail Transportation at Rock Creek Farm, 1870s-1920s: In 1873, the Colorado Central
Railroad (CCRR) launched the construction of a rail line that would connect Denver and Golden to the
countryside and towns to the north all the way to Cheyenne, Wyoming. By April of that year, the route
was completed to Boulder and Longmont. It passed through the present-day Rock Creek Farm property
in the east half of Section 28, just east of today’s Brainard Drive. The CCRR was acquired in 1890 by
the Union Pacific, Denver & Gulf Railroad (UPD&GRR). Eight years later, the UPD&GRR became part
of the Colorado & Southern Railway (C&SRW), which purchased the line through foreclosure. The
C&SRW operated the route from January 1899 until 1908, when it came under the control of the
Chicago, Burlington & Quincy Railroad (CB&QRR). In 1970, this became a subsidiary of the Burlington
Northern Railroad (BNRR). Finally, the C&SRW merged into the BNRR in 1981.34

32 US Census Records, Larry Maroney, Denver, Colorado, 1910 & 1920; “Lafayette’s Bank Has New Cashier,” Lafayette
Leader, 26 October 1923, p. 1; “Maroney Family Moving to Their Country Home,” Lafayette Leader, 9 January 1925, p. 1;
“Lions club to Meet at Larry Maroney Home,” Lafayette Leader, 19 June 1925, p. 1; “Wheat Harvesting Now in Full Swing,”
Lafayette Leader, 16 July 1926, p. 1; “Lions Club Enjoys Delightful Outing,” Lafayette Leader, 1 July 1927, p. 1; “Maroney
Dies,” Lafayette Leader, 14 October 1932, p. 1
33 “Denver Firm Buys Maroney Ranch,” Lafayette Leader, 12 August 1927, p. 1; “New Realty Office to Open,” Arvada
Enterprise, 27 January 1927, p. 1; Lafayette Historical Society, Lafayette, Colorado: Treeless Plain to Thriving City,
Centennial History, 1889-1989, 1990, p. 207; “Goodhue Farm to be Made into Fine Dairy, Lafayette Leader, 6 June 1930,
p. 1; Chronological History of Rock Creek Farm, Boulder County Parks and Open Space Department
34 Wilkins, Colorado Railroads: Chronological Development, p. 11, 70, 74, 121, 163, 173 & 209; Architectural Inventory
Records, Colorado Central Railroad / Colorado & Southern Railroad / Sunnyside Mine Spur / Denver & Interurban Railroad
Segment, History Colorado, Sites 5BL.400 & 5BL.400.13 & 5BF.70.7, 1981-2015
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Close to the north line of Section 28, a spur of the C&SRW branched toward the east to serve the
Sunnyside Coal Mine, which occupied the northeast quarter of Section 28 southeast of Rock Creek
from 1900 to 1921. In 1906, the spur was lengthened a short distance from the Sunnyside Mine No. 1
to reach the nearby Sunnyside Mine No. 2. Two years later, the C&SRW constructed new tracks from
Semper (in today’s City of Westminster) north toward Boulder to accommodate heavier steam trains.
At that time, the rail segment that ran through the east half of Section 28 was replaced by a new main
line that curved through the west half of the section about one-half mile to the west. Rather than
abandoning the original line, it was electrified and converted for use by the Denver & Interurban
Railroad (D&IRR), which partly ran along the C&SRW and partly along its own dedicated tracks. The
D&IRR operated electric streetcars between Denver and Boulder by way of this route from 1908 to
1922, stopping in other local communities along the way.3°

In 1889, Rock Creek Farm was impacted by the development of another rail line that extended through
its eastern acreage. Running on a diagonal through Sections 22 and 27, the line was constructed by
the Denver, Utah & Pacific Railroad (DU&PRR) to connect Denver with Longmont and Lyons. To the
south at Burns Junction (just southeast of Rock Creek Farm’s southernmost point along the north side
of today’s Industrial Lane), the route diverged from the main line of the Denver, Marshall & Boulder
Railroad (DM&BRR), a subsidiary of the Union Pacific Railroad Company. Between Burns Junction
and Erie nine miles to the northeast, the DU&PRR line was built on a grade that had been constructed
in 1881, but never completed with ties and rails, by the Denver, Western & Pacific Railroad.3¢

Once the tracks were completed in the summer of 1889, the rail line was leased to the Chicago,
Burlington & Quincy Railroad (CB&QRR) and scheduled trains began using the route. It was operated
by the Burlington & Missouri Railroad Company, a subsidiary of the CB&QRR. In 1908, the CB&QRR
acquired title to the route, and it continued to operate under that name for another six decades. The
railroad company and its line between Denver and Longmont were acquired in 1970 through mergers
that resulted in formation of the Burlington Northern Railroad. Today the rail line is operated by the
Burlington Northern Santa Fe Railroad (BNSFRR) but no longer reaches Longmont. Instead, the route
is truncated on the southeast edge of Lafayette southwest of the intersection of South Boulder Road
and 120t Street, where it continues to serve two large lumberyard and building materials facilities.3”

Coal Mining at Rock Creek Farm (1900-1921): During the first two decades of the twentieth
century, the southwest area of Rock Creek Farm was developed for another use that was unrelated to
the area’s agricultural history. Three patents were issued between the early 1870s and 1890 to
homesteaders claiming land in Section 28. The first was to Levi N. Cressy, who in 1873 claimed the
south half of the south half of the section. In 1888, George W. Hunter patented the north half of the
south half of the section. Finally, in 1890 Thomas Hodgson claimed the northeast quarter of Section
28. A decade later, Hodgson’s property, already bisected by the Colorado & Southern Railway line
between Denver and Boulder, would become the site of the Sunnyside Mine.3®

35 Jones and Holley, The Kite Route: Story of the Denver & Interurban Railroad, p. 14, 28, 29-30, & 39; VanderKwaak,
Wahlers, Litvak and Raath, Historic Streetcar Systems of Colorado, p. 200-212
36 Wilkins, Colorado Railroads: Chronological Development, p. 40, 56, 74-75; Architectural Inventory Records, Burlington
Northern Railroad, History Colorado, Sites 5BL.374 & 5BL.374.11, 1981-2008
37 Wilkins, Colorado Railroads: Chronological Development, p. 40, 56, 74-75; Architectural Inventory Records, Burlington
Northern Railroad, History Colorado, Sites 5BL.374 & 5BL.374.11, 1981-2008
38 Patent Issued to Levi N. Cressy, 1 November 1873 (Document #1803); Patent Issued to George W. Hunter, 13 June
1888 (Document #849); Patent Issued to Thomas Hodgson, 5 June 1890 (Document #2520)
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By the turn of the twentieth century, the Coal Creek and Rock Creek valleys from Marshall and Superior
on the southwest to Frederick and Firestone on the northeast had emerged as a rich coal mining belt
known as the Northern Coal Field. Numerous mines were opened between the 1860s and early 1900s,
and towns such as Louisville and Lafayette became wholly dependent well into the twentieth century
upon revenue from the underground coal workings. The areas within and around these two towns held
thirty-three coal mines. Once brought to the surface, at great expense and risk to the health and lives
of the miners, the coal was shipped by rail to Denver and other communities along the northern Front
Range. Much, but not all, of the Northern Coal Field ended up being controlled by three conglomerates,
the United Coal Company, Northern Coal Company, and the Rocky Mountain Fuel Company. Others,
including the Sunnyside Mine, remained independent operations. As miners throughout the field joined
the United Mine Workers of America, strikes and threats of strikes occurred from time to time as the
men sought better wages and working conditions.3°

The Northern Coal Field was the source of soft lignite coal, which could be used as fuel but was also
problematic. Lignite could spontaneously combust when exposed to air, posing a danger to the miners
underground. In late 1901, four explosions occurred in in the Sunnyside Mine in a single month. The
last explosion killed miner William Spegal and left miner John Rebel badly burned. Once the coal was
brought to the surface it began to absorb atmospheric moisture. Left sitting for too long, it would
degrade and eventually turn to a black paste that could not be ignited. For this reason, the coal could
not be stored and had to be mined to meet demand and shipped to the consumer within a relatively
short period of time. A relatively small but still important proportion of the area’s output was used to
fuel the thousands of steam boilers and pot-belly stoves that heated homes, businesses and public
buildings across the region. This was transported into the cities by rail and then delivered to customers
by local coal merchants with delivery trucks. By far the largest consumers of coal were area railroads,
electric power plants and sugar factories, along with Denver’s burgeoning industrial facilities, including
smelters, breweries, textile plants, and flour and paper mills.4°

The northeast quarter of Section 28 east of the Colorado & Southern Railway line was known to be
underlain by coal beds by the 1890s. In January 1899, landowner Thomas Hodgson leased the entire
parcel for a period of twenty years to a group of men that included John Hutchinson, C. F. Wolfer, John
Murray, Thomas Mitchell, George Smith, Milson Phipps, Emanuel Smith and Thomas Taylor. They
appear to have incorporated the Sunnyside Coal Company around that time and went to work
developing the site. A shaft was sunk to a depth of about 210’ to reach the four- to five-foot-thick coal
bed and excavation began. Pumps had to be kept running around the clock to keep the mine from
being flooded with groundwater. While coal production reached its peak in 1913, during the mine’s two
decades of operation it yielded about 300,000 tons of coal that were placed on the market.*

39 Conarroe, 80026: An lllustrated History of Lafayette, Colo., 1829-1929, p. 100-101; “Coal Miners Resume,” Colorado
Springs Weekly Gazette, 6 February 1901, p. 2; Noel and Corson, Boulder County: An lllustrated History, p. 107-108; Colton
and Lowrie, Map Showing Mined Areas of the Boulder-Weld Coal Field, Colorado, 1973; Roberts, Hynes and Woodward,
Maps Showing the Extent of Mining, Locations of Mine Shafts, Adits, Air Shafts, and Bedrock Faults, and Thickness of
Overburden Above Abandoned Coal Mines in the Boulder-Weld Coal Field, Boulder, Weld, and Adams Counties, Colorado,
2001
40 Conarroe, 80026: An lllustrated History of Lafayette, Colo., 1829-1929, p. 101 & 174; “Mine and Mill Accidents,” Mining
Reporter, 2 January 1902
41 Amendment to Articles of Incorporation, Colorado State Archives, Filed 10 February 1902; Assignment of Lease,
Sunnyside Coal Company to the Vesuvius Coal Company, 2 December 1903; Bacon, “Take a Walk on the Sunnyside,” The
Louisville Historian, Winter 2005
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By early 1903, the Sunnyside Coal Company had come into some sort of financial trouble and was not
paying its miners. It appears that many, if not all of them, had left the mine. Operations were taken
over by lender J. M. Newlin, who promised to pay the miners and the company’s creditors. He also
began advertising for twenty-five to thirty experienced miners to get the facility running again. In
December, after evidently regaining control of the mine, company president J. J. Thomas transferred
its lease with Thomas Hodgson to the Vesuvius Coal Company for a fee of $99,992. The agreement
provided the new lessee with “all the buildings, machinery, tools, boilers, engines, derricks, pumps,
fans, tipples, screens, cages, pit-cars, track in said mine, railway track, mules, improvements and
chattels of every kind and description thereon located.” Although the company renewed its articles of
incorporation in 1904, the Sunnyside Coal Company was dissolved in 1909.42

The Vesuvius Coal Company was founded in late 1903, just a few weeks before it signed the lease on
the Sunnyside Mine. Exactly who organized and managed the company is currently unknown. Two
years later, in September 1905, the Erie News reported that the miners were hoisting 80 to 100 tons of
coal out of the ground daily. Between thirty and fifty miners were employed at the mine. They and their
families lived on the site in a collection of small company-owned wood two-room houses with corrugated
metal roofs, no foundations, and no plumbing. The children attended the Sunnyside School, which they
walked to up the railroad tracks. In September 1905, several of the children were hit by a train, leaving
one dead and several others severely injured. Following that tragic incident, the school board arranged
for the children from the mine to be transported to school by the train rather than walking on the railroad
tracks. On Sundays, baseball teams organized by the mines would play one another for entertainment.
Some of these games took place on the grounds of the Sunnyside Mine.*3

During the summer of 1906, the Vesuvius Coal Company had a second shaft sunk at the mine, this
time to a depth of around 340’, making the Sunnyside one of the deepest coal mines in the area. This
required the installation of another headframe and tipple, along with additional machinery. The new
shaft appears to have been located on five-and-a-half acres of land in the northwest quarter of Section
27 that the firm purchased from Abner Goodhue. With the shaft open, the company began advertising
to hire more men. In the spring of 1911, the Louisville Union of the United Mine Workers of America
secured a fifteen-year lease on the Sunnyside Mine from the Central Coal & Land Company, which by
that time had evidently acquired the land. Operations were managed by Louis Gutfelder Jr., Tony
Fenolia, Nicholas Thomas Jr., Frank Dalby, J. A. Carveth and Frank Carveth. Starting around 1914,
the mine was operated by the Big Six Coal Company of Denver, which was incorporated that year.
Forty miners were employed at the site and the coal was still being hauled from the tunnels by mules.
The Big Six Coal Company continued to operate the mine into the early 1920s, with J. A. Carveth and
Frank Carveth at the helm.4

42 “The Sunnyside mine at Louisville Junction has passed into the hands...,” Lafayette News, 31 January 1903, p. 1; “Miners
Wanted,” Lafayette News, 31 January 1903, p. 1; Assignment of Lease, Sunnyside Coal Company to the Vesuvius Coal
Company, 2 December 1903; Renewal of Articles of Incorporation, Sunnyside Coal Company, Colorado State Archives, 3
October 1904; Dissolution of Company, Sunnyside Coal Company, Colorado State Archives, 22 September 1909

43 Articles of Incorporation, Vesuvius Coal Company, Colorado State Archives, 12 November 1903; “Louisville Locals,” Erie
News, 8 September 1905, p. 8; Renewal of Articles, Vesuvius Coal Company, Colorado State Archives, 17 January 1908;
Bacon, “Take a Walk on the Sunnyside,” The Louisville Historian, Winter 2005; “Railroad Accident at Louisville,” Erie News,
15 September 1905, p. 1; “Louisville Locals,” Erie News, 30 September 1905, p. 1

44 “New Shaft at Sunnyside,” News Free Press, 14 July 1906, p. 1; “Miners Wanted,” Lafayette Leader, 9 August 1907, p.
3; “Louisville Union Will Operate Coal Mine,” Lafayette Leader, 16 June 1911, p. 1; Articles of Incorporation, Big Six Coal
Company, Colorado State Archives, 4 May 1914; The Coalfield Directory and Mining Catalogue, 1915; Fifth Annual Report
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The Sunnyside Mine’s most famous native son was William Jovanovich, who was born there in 1920
to a Serbian miner father and Polish mother. He went on to become president and CEO of the
publishing firm Harcourt Brace Jovanovich. In his 2003 memoir, The Temper of the West, he recalled
that his family lived in one of the company’s small houses, with no running water and no finishes on the
interior walls. His father was paid in scrip that could only be spent at the company store. The mine
flooded in 1921 and the miners lost their tools, which they were required to provide. Following the
incident, the mine closed and the Jovanovich family moved to Denver. The entire mine site was
abandoned, and its underground workings along with the surface headframes, tipples, buildings, and
equipment were left in place.

By the time Boulder County acquired the property in 1980, most of the mining-related features and
equipment on the surface had been removed. Exactly who took these items, and when, is uncertain.
The site was strewn with farm-related debris and at least one of the mine shafts was still sitting open
but filled with water and a random collection of discarded items. Reclamation of the property began as
the County worked with the State of Colorado to close the shaft(s) and remove debris from the site.
The mine’s waste rock piles were mixed with topsoil and grass seed and spread across the grounds
around the perimeter of the site. Today what remains visible of the mine are coal-stained soils and the
remnant of the rail spur. The underground workings are presumably in place but are inaccessible.*

The Stearns Dairy Farm No. 2 at Rock Creek Farm (1932-1949): In 1932, the former
Goodhue Farm was acquired by the Stearns Dairy Company of Denver, owned by William S. Stearns
and Edwin E. Hillmeyer. Their main farm and dairy processing plant was in the City of Glendale on the
east side of Denver in the vicinity of Colorado Boulevard between Leetsdale Drive and Cherry Creek.
It was one of several dairies that historically operated in that area.*®

William S. Stearns was born in Pennsylvania in 1855 and by the 1890s was operating a dairy farm in
the countryside on the east side of Denver. It is unclear whether he ever married or had children. His
entire life was devoted to operating his dairy. Stearns continued to live on the Glendale farm until his
death in 1947 (he is buried in Fairmount Cemetery). Edwin E. Hillmeyer was born in Warrenton,
Missouri in 1885 and his father was a blacksmith. Around 1910, he was employed as an automobile
garage mechanic in Jackson, Oklahoma. By the time he registered for the draft in 1917, he was living
in Denver. Hillmeyer served as a private in the United States Army during World War | and then
returned to Colorado, where he took a job selling farm implements. By 1930, he had a wife and son
and was working for the Stearns Dairy Company. The Hillmeyers lived in Denver and not at the dairy
farm in Glendale. During the early 1930s, Hillmeyer became a partner in the dairy business with
Stearns, and his son Clark Hillmeyer eventually became an assistant manager. Following Stearns’
death in 1947, Hillmeyer became the company’s president and sole owner. He died in 1964, and his
burial place is unknown.*’

of the State Inspector of Coal Mines, 1917, p. 12-13; “The Big Six Coal Company,” Denver Jewish News, 17 September

1919, p. 8 (advertisement); The Coal Catalog and Coal Field Directory, 1920

45 Bacon, “Take a Walk on the Sunnyside,” The Louisville Historian, Winter 2005; William Jovanovich, The Temper of the

West, p. 39-40; Email Communication Between Carol Beam and Rich Koopman, Boulder County Parks & Open Space

Department, 6 January 2022

46 Limited and unconfirmed historical records suggest the company might have operated another farm in the area but further

east, possibly just west of Fairmount Cemetery

47 US Census Records, William S. Stearns, Denver, Colorado, 1910-1940; Denver City Directories, Listings for William S.

Stearns and Edwin E. Hillmeyer, 1890-1945; Burial Record, William S. Stearns, Fairmount Cemetery, Denver, Colorado,
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Around the time the Stearns Dairy Company purchased the former Goodhue Farm at Rock Creek, the
Colorado Manufacturer and Consumer published an article about the company. The 13 August 1932
article quoted Hillmeyer as saying that “not only do we have our own herd of high grade cows but we
are continually increasing them, and have just purchased 700 acres of land near Broomfield, Colorado,
where we intend to raise another herd of thoroughbred Holsteins and Guernseys to take up the work
of producing more quality milk to supply our fast growing demands.” The company’s herds of dairy
cattle and its processing plant in Glendale provided Denver residents with milk along with cream,
whipping cream, and cottage cheese. These products were sold in Piggly Wiggly grocery stores along
with numerous neighborhood groceries. In addition, the company provided delivery to residences
throughout North Denver, South Denver, Park Hill and Capitol Hill using a fleet of twelve panel trucks
emblazoned with the name “Stearns Dairy Co.” on their sides.*®

Starting around 1933, the Stearns Dairy Company launched a major expansion of the former Goodhue
Farm, converting it into a commercial dairy operation. This transformation required the construction of
several new buildings and structures. Included among them were a bunkhouse, garage, blacksmith
shop and large equipment shed, milking barn and annex, milk cooling house, pump house, feeding
barns and loafing sheds, and the eastern silo. The farmhouse and horse barn from the Goodhue Farm
era were retained, and another barn that stood northwest of the milk cooling house was left there for
the time being. In 1934, the Stearns Dairy Company had Goodhue Reservoir No. 1 enlarged to twenty-
three acres to support its irrigated cropfields, and from that time on it was known as Stearns Lake.

The substantial milking barn, feeding barns, and loafing sheds indicate that the Stearns Dairy Company
maintained a sizable herd of cattle on the site, fed by crops grown in the nearby fields. Inside the
milking barn, the company installed a metal stanchion system and related equipment, much of it
manufactured by the Louden Machinery Company of lowa. Once extracted from the cows, the milk
was piped into cooling vats in the nearby milk cooling house. From there it was loaded into milk cans,
placed on trucks that were weighed at the scale house on the southeast end of the horse barn, and
then transported to the main dairy plant in Glendale for processing into dairy products sold in the city.
This continued until 1949, when the Stearns Dairy Company closed its operations at Rock Creek Farm
and sold the property to a new owner. The Stearns Dairy Company continued to operate through 1960,
when it was acquired by the Roberts Dairy Company. Why the firm chose to sell the farm at Rock
Creek in the late 1940s remains unknown.

The Post-Stearns Dairy Farm Era at Rock Creek Farm (1949-1980): In September 1949,
the Stearns Dairy Company sold the farm to Hiram C. and Rose Ann McKelvie. Hiram was an award-
winning Nebraska stockman and pig breeder who also published The Nebraska Farmer. He added to
the herd of seventy dairy cattle acquired from the Stearns Dairy Company by importing Holsteins,
Guernseys and Brown Swiss from Minnesota and Wisconsin. While some of the cows produced milk
that was sold to the Stearns Dairy Company, McKelvie held periodic auctions where he sold dairy cows
and calves to other farmers.4°

1947; US Census Records, Edwin E. Hillmeyer, Warren, Missouri, 1900; Jackson, Oklahoma, 1910; Denver, Colorado,

1910-1940; Draft Registration and Service Records, Edwin Ernest Hillmeyer, 1917-1918; Draft Registration Records, Edwin

Ernest Hillmeyer, 1942

48 “Quality Has No Substitute,” Colorado Manufacturer and Consumer, 13 August 1932, p. 12-13

49 Chronological History of Rock Creek Farm, Boulder County Parks and Open Space Department; Deed, Stearns Dairy

Company and Eva Hillmeyer to Hiram C. McKelvie and Rose Ann McKelvie, Boulder County Clerk & Recorder, 22
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According to the McKelvies’ daughter Rosemary, who was interviewed in the mid-1980s, no buildings
were constructed or demolished during the family’s ownership of the property. Stearns Lake was
actively used for fishing as well as irrigation. While the family focused their attention on the dairy
operation, they leased the fields for crop production. The approximately 646-acre farm had 400 acres
in cultivation and another 176 acres were used for cattle grazing. By the beginning of 1953, the
McKelvies decided that the dairy operation was too much work and they moved to Boulder. On 1
January 1953, they leased the property to Charles Williams, who continued to operate the dairy for
about fifteen months.5°

The farm’s dairy operations came to a permanent halt in the spring of 1954, when the McKelvies sold
the property to Balmore F. Swan, president of the Empire Savings and Loan Association in Denver. He
shuttered the dairy and hired Ted Bird to operate the property as a branch of Swan’s Hereford Ranch.
Bird and his wife had been managing Swan’s Hereford Ranch at Buffalo Creek in the area of Evergreen,
Colorado for years. This might be when the barn next to the milk cooling building was demolished and
the northwest silo installed. In 1966, a business partnership formed by William D. Hewit, T. D. Anderson
and Robert Davison purchased the property along with the 235-acre parcel to the southwest that
contained the former Sunnyside Coal Mine. The farm was leased in 1973 to Bob Fortner, who raised
180 acres of hay and pastured between seventy and one hundred cattle on the land.>"

Starting in 1979-1980, Boulder County began the phased acquisition of the Rock Creek Farm property.
This took several years, as the 1,124 acres were under four different ownerships. The County’s goal
was to establish an open space buffer between the growing communities of Broomfield, Louisville, and
Lafayette. In addition, the County wanted to preserve the property’s multiple resource values that
included agriculture, wildlife, grasslands, water, cultural resources, community shaping, scenic vistas,
and recreation. In 1998, Boulder County dedicated the property to its late Parks and Open Space
director, Carolyn Holmberg, and renamed it in her honor — the Carolyn Holmberg Preserve at Rock
Creek Farm. Rock Creek Farm was the first open space acquisition that Holmberg promoted because
the property incorporated many of the values she believed open space should contain. These included
“a place where visitors and community members could connect, a place where farmers and producers
could lease agricultural land, a place where important grassland resources and their associated wildlife
would be protected, and a place that would preserve its cultural resources.”>?

Under the management of the Boulder County Parks and Open Space Department for the past forty
years, Rock Creek Farm has been the focus of recreational infrastructure improvements to facilitate
public access while protecting the other property values mentioned above. Today, visitors have access
to hiking and biking trails. Stearns Lake is available for fishing and wildlife viewing, and includes a
nearby parking lot, restroom, picnic shelter, and informational kiosk. Interpretive signs are located

September 1949; “Nebraska Stockman Buys Stearns Dairy,” Louisville Times, 1 December 1949, p. 1; “McKelvie’s First
Special Dairy Sale,” Louisville Times, 15 December 1949, p. 8
50 Rosemary McKelvie Kuppinger, Interviewed by Susan Allison on 31 March 1986
51 “McKelvie Sells Farm,” Lafayette Leader, 12 March 1954, p. 1; “Denver Man Buys 654 Acre Stearns Farm,” Louisville
Times, 18 March 1954, p. 1; “Stearns Dairy Near Lafayette Sold to Swan Hereford Co.,” Boulder Daily Camera, 26 March
1954; “Rock Creek Ranch Historical Data for National Register Nomination,” Prepared by Manuel M. Weiss for the Boulder
County Parks and Open Space Department, September 1984; “Stearns Dairy Gets New Name, Look,” Rocky Mountain
News, 18 April 1967, p. 39; Chronological History of Rock Creek Farm, Boulder County Parks and Open Space Department
52 Carolyn Holmberg Preserve at Rock Creek Farm, Management Plan, 2020 Update, Boulder County Parks & Open Space,
5 January 2021, p. 5
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along the trails, sharing the natural and cultural history of the property. Much of the property is still
managed for agricultural use under a lease agreement with a tenant, providing visitors with the
opportunity to see a working farm and its historic buildings from the trail system that crosses the land.
A non-profit organization dedicated to raptor rehabilitation uses several enclosures adjacent to the
historic farmstead that house birds such as hawks and eagles that are recuperating from injuries and
illness before they are released back into the wild.

As the area surrounding Rock Creek Farm continues to develop and urbanize, the property remains a
rural oasis that offers a tranquil landscape and link to its historic past. In 1998, the Boulder County
board of commissioners voted to approve landmark designation of the Rock Creek Farm Cultural
Landscape District, which includes the same land, boundaries, and archaeological and historical
resources that are currently being nominated to the NRHP.53

53 Noel and Corson, Boulder County: An lllustrated History, p. 168; Boulder County Historic Landmark — Nomination Form,
Rock Creek Farm Cultural Landscape District, Prepared by Rebecca Waugh and Carl McWilliams, 1998; Boulder County
Resolution 98-113, Designation of the Rock Creek Farm Complex in Unincorporated Boulder County as an Historic
Landmark Under the Boulder County Historic Preservation Regulations, Adopted 28 July 1998
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property 1,124.00 acres
(Do not include previously listed resource acreage.) The UTM reference point was derived from heads up
digitization on Digital Raster Graphic (DRG) maps provided
UTM References (NAD 83) to OAHP by the U.S. Bureau of Land Management.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)
1 13 492 249 4423 070 2 13 490 666 4422 905
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
3 13 490 666 4421 471 4 13 489 865 4421 471
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
5 13 489 865 4420 286 6 13 490 399 4419 803
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
7 13 490 666 4420 670 8 13 492 214 4420 670
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
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Verbal Boundary Description: The boundaries of the nominated Rock Creek Farm Rural Historic
District run predominantly along established survey lines, most of them section lines. Where they
deviate from these lines, they follow legal parcel boundaries and in three small locations along the north
and west perimeters cut around non-contributing resources. The boundaries for the nominated Rock
Creek Farm Rural Historic District do not include the channel and berm of the Goodhue Ditch. Instead
the boundaries trace a path outside its berm perimeter, the alignment of which is marked on the
associated map with a dashed line.

Boundary Justification: The boundaries encompass an area measuring 1.75 square miles (1,124
acres). This land holds archaeological evidence of Indigenous activity dating back thousands of years,
transportation routes from the 19" and 20™ centuries, and agricultural and mining uses from the mid-
19t century to the mid-20t" century. In addition to developed features, the property includes hundreds
of acres of open cropfields, pasture and prairie that have been in use since the 1860s. Incorporating
this area within the nominated site addresses its multi-component history within the context of the open
landscape and setting, despite encroaching urban development. Today the historic resources combine
with the landscape and viewshed to transport visitors, and those just passing the site, to an earlier time.
The boundaries were chosen to include a reasonably justifiable area with clear parameters, and the
explicit exclusion of the Goodhue Ditch complies with Colorado Revised Statutes 24-80.1-109, which
prohibits listing of water diversion features without explicit permissions of water rights holders of said
resource. To accommodate the impossibility of including the ditch, the boundaries exclude the
resource. The same overall site boundaries, excepting the exclusion of the ditch, were used by Boulder
County when it landmarked the site over two decades ago.
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Rock Creek Farm Rural Historic District
Original Land Patents

USGS Lafayette 7.5’ Topographic Quadrangle (1994)
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Name of Property County and State

11. Form Prepared By

nameftite RON SLADEK, PRESIDENT (for property owner)
organizaton TATANKA HISTORICAL ASSOCIATES INC.  date 17 MARCH 2022

street & number P.O. BOX 1909 telephone 970/689-4855
city or town FORT COLLINS state CO zip code 80522
e-mail tatanka@yverinet.com

Photograph Loq

The following information applies to all of the black and white photographs submitted with this form:

Name of property: Rock Creek Farm Rural Historic District
City, county and state: Boulder County, Colorado
Photographer: Ron D. Sladek
Date photographed: 19 October 2021 to 13 November 2021
Location of originals: Tatanka Historical Associates Inc.

P.O. Box 1909

Fort Collins, CO 80522
TIFF images on file with the National Register, Washington, D.C.

Photograph 1: Rock Creek Farm from its Southeast Corner Along US Highway 287. View to the
Northwest.

Photograph 2: Rock Creek Farm from the South. View to the North.

Photograph 3: Rock Creek Farm, View Across Stearns Lake. View to the Northeast.

Photograph 4: Northern Cropfields at Rock Creek Farm. View to the West.

Photograph 5: Goodhue Farmhouse. View to the Northwest.

Photograph 6: Goodhue House. View to the North.

Photograph 7: Goodhue House. View to the Northeast.

Photograph 8: Goodhue House. View to the West.

Photograph 9: Hired Hand’s House. View to the North.

Photograph 10: Hired Hand’s House. View to the Northeast.

Photograph 11: Garage. View to the West.
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Photograph 12:
Photograph 13:
Photograph 14:
Photograph 15:
Photograph 16:
Photograph 17:
Photograph 18:
Photograph 19:
Photograph 20:
Photograph 21:
Photograph 22:
Photograph 23:
Photograph 24:
Photograph 25:
Photograph 26:
Photograph 27:
Photograph 28:
Photograph 29:
Photograph 30:
Photograph 31:
Photograph 32:
Photograph 33:
Photograph 34:

Photograph 35:

County and State

Granary. View to the Northwest.

Blacksmith Shop and Equipment Shed. View to the North.

Horse Barn. View to the Northeast.

Horse Barn. View to the South.

Horse Barn. View to the Northwest.

Scale House and Truck Scale. View to the Northeast.

Hay Barn and Loafing Shed. View to the Northeast.

Hay Barn and Loafing Shed. View to the West.

Milk Cooling House. View to the Northeast.

Milk Cooling House.
Milk Cooling House.
Water Pump House.

Water Pump House.

View to the Southeast.

View to the Southwest.

View to the Northeast.

View to the Southwest.

Milking Barn. View to the West.

Milking Barn. View to the North.

Milking Barn Interior. View to the Southwest.

Milking Barn Annex. View to the Southeast.

Milking Barn Annex. View to the Northeast.

Feeding Barn.
Feeding Barn.
Feeding Barn.

Feeding Barn.

View to the West.

View to the Southwest.

View to the Northwest.

View to the East.

Feeding Barn Interior. View to the Southwest.

North Hay Barn and Loafing Shed. View to the North.
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Photograph 36:
Photograph 37:
Photograph 38:
Photograph 39:
Photograph 40:
Photograph 41:
Photograph 42:
Photograph 43:
Photograph 44:
Photograph 45:
Photograph 46:

Photograph 47:

Photograph 48:

Photograph 49:

Photograph 50:
Photograph 51:
Photograph 52:
Photograph 53:
Photograph 54:

Photograph 55:

County and State

North Hay Barn and Loafing Shed. View to the West.

Hog House. View to the Northeast.

Old Well House. View to the Southeast.

Main Entry Gateway and Drive. View to the Northwest.

Corral East of the Horse Barn. View to the Northwest.

Loading Chute at the Corral East of the Horse Barn. View to the Northwest.
Corral West of the Feeding Barn. View to the Southeast.

Cattle Feed Silos Adjacent to the Milking Barn Annex. View to the Northeast.
East Silo with the Milking Barn on the Right. View to the Northwest.

West Silo with the Milking Barn Annex on the Left. View to the Southeast.
Rock Creek Southwest of the Farmstead. View to the Southwest.

Small Office (Non-Contributing) Adjacent to Milking Barn Annex. View to the
Southeast.

South Loafing Shed (Non-Contributing) in Raptor Area. View to the Northwest.

New Well House (Non-Contributing) Southwest of the House. View to the
Northeast.

Raptor Rehabilitation Enclosures (Non-Contributing). View to the Southeast.
Cattle Feed Hoppers (Non-Contributing). View to the North.

Colorado Central Railroad Segment. View to the Northeast.

Vicinity of the Sunnyside Coal Mine. View to the Southwest.

Colorado Route 1 Bridge and Road Segment. View to the Northwest.

Denver, Utah & Pacific Railroad Segment. View to the Southwest.
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Photo 1

Rock Creek Farm from its Southeast Corner Along US Highway 287.
View to the Northwest.
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Photo 2
Rock Creek Farm from the South. View to the North.

Photo 3
Rock Creek Farm, View Across Stearns Lake. View to the Northeast.
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Photo 4
Northern Cropfields at Rock Creek Farm. View to the West.
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Photo 5
Goodhue Farmhouse. View to the Northwest.
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Photo 6
Goodhue House. View to the North.

Photo 7
Goodhue House. View to the Northeast.
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Photo 8
Goodhue House. View to the West.

Photo 9
Hired Hand’s House. View to the North.
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Photo 10
Hired Hand’s House. View to the Northeast.

Photo 11
Garage. View to the West.
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Photo 12
Granary. View to the Northwest.

Photo 13
Blacksmith Shop and Equipment Shed. View to the North.
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Photo 14
Horse Barn. View to the Northeast.
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Photo 15
Horse Barn. View to the South.

Photo 16
Horse Barn. View to the Northwest.
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Photo 17
Scale House and Truck Scale. View to the Northeast.

Photo 18
Hay Barn and Loafing Shed. View to the Northeast.
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Photo 19
Hay Barn and Loafing Shed. View to the West.

Photo 20
Milk Cooling House. View to the Northeast.
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Photo 21
Milk Cooling House. View to the Southeast.

Photo 22
Milk Cooling House. View to the Southwest.
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Photo 23
Water Pump House. View to the Northeast.

Photo 24
Water Pump House. View to the Southwest.
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Photo 25
Milking Barn. View to the West.
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Photo 26
Milking Barn. View to the North.
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Photo 27
Milking Barn Interior. View to the Southwest.
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Photo 28
Milking Barn Annex. View to the Southeast.

Photo 29
Milking Barn Annex. View to the Northeast.
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Photo 30
Feeding Barn. View to the West.



United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form

ROCK CREEK FARM RURAL HISTORIC DISTRICT BOULDER, COLORADO

Name of Property County and State

CURRENT PHOTOGRAPHS

Photo 31
Feeding Barn. View to the Southwest.

Photo 32
Feeding Barn. View to the Northwest.
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Photo 33
Feeding Barn. View to the East.

Photo 34
Feeding Barn Interior. View to the Southwest.
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Photo 35
North Hay Barn and Loafing Shed. View to the North.

Photo 36
North Hay Barn and Loafing Shed. View to the West.
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Photo 37
Hog House. View to the Northeast.

Photo 38
Old Well House. View to the Southeast.
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Photo 39
Main Entry Gateway and Drive. View to the Northwest.
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Photo 40
Corral East of the Horse Barn. View to the Northwest.

Photo 41
Loading Chute at the Corral East of the Horse Barn. View to the Northwest.
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Photo 42
Corral West of the Feeding Barn. View to the Southeast.

Photo 43
Cattle Feed Silos Adjacent to the Milking Barn Annex. View to the Northeast.
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Photo 44
East Silo with the Milking Barn on the Right. View to the Northwest.

Photo 45
West Silo with the Milking Barn Annex on the Left. View to the Southeast.
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Photo 46
Rock Creek Southwest of the Farmstead. View to the Southwest.
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Photo 47
Small Office (Non-Contributing) Adjacent to Milking Barn Annex. View to the Southeast.

Photo 48
South Loafing Shed (Non-Contributing) in Raptor Area. View to the Northwest.
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Photo 49
New Well House (Non-Contributing) Southwest of the House. View to the Northeast.

Photo 50
Raptor Rehabilitation Enclosures (Non-Contributing). View to the Southeast.
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Photo 51
Cattle Feed Hoppers (Non-Contributing). View to the North.

Photo 52
Colorado Central Railroad Segment. View to the Northeast.
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Photo 53
Vicinity of the Sunnyside Coal Mine. View to the Southwest.

Photo 54
Colorado Route 1 Bridge and Road Segment. View to the Northwest.
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Photo 55
Denver, Utah & Pacific Railroad Segment. View to the Southwest.
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Photo 1
The Goodhue Farmhouse, Built 1880s

View to the Northwest, circa 1900-1910
Courtesy of the Louisville Historical Museum (Image #98-30-14-108)
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Photo 2

The Goodhue Barns, Built circa 1880s

View to the North, circa 1915
Courtesy of the Louisville Historical Museum (Image #98-30-14-153)
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Photo 3

The Goodhue Bungalow Farmhouse, Built 1916

View to the Northwest, circa 1920
Courtesy of the Louisville Historical Museum (Image # 98-30-14-156)
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