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WELCOME

Who's here?

• Residents interested in compost ing

• Person act ively working with compost ing 

programs or in i t iat ives

• Ag producer working with compost ing 

programs or in i t iat ives

• Other reasons
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COMPOST BENEFITS
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WHAT IS COMPOSTING?

Natural decomposition process that converts 
organic materials into a nutrient-rich 

amendment or mulch



COMPOST BENEFITS
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•Reduces the waste stream & personal food waste
•Combats climate change



COMPOST BENEFITS
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•Improves soil health and lessons erosion
•Promotes healthy plant growth
•Conserves water



COMPOSTING CONCERNS
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Odor

Dust

Runoff 

Pathogens 



COMMUNITY GOALS



AG COMMUNITY & PUBLIC

• Regenerative Agriculture Practices
• Local food & climate resi l ience
• Diverting organic materials from landfil l
• Federal, State & Local funding
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AG COMMUNITY & PUBLIC

PRESENTATION TITLE 11

Small-scale
farm compost operations Agricultural community 

land management goals 

Healthy soil & finished 
compost productsPublic organic materials
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COMMUNITY ADOPTED PLANS
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"Working with agricultural producers to increase carbon sequestration potential of using carbon 
farming methods such as adding compost to soils"

OFFICE OF SUSTAINABILITY, CLIMATE ACTION, & RESILIENCE

INCREASE CARBON SEQUESTRATION USING CARBON FARMING METHODS

IMPROVE WATER EFFICIENCY ON AG PROPERTIES

INCREASE FOOD AND YARD WASTE DIVERSION THROUGH COMPOSTING
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COMMUNITY PLANNING AND PERMITTING

USE SEQUESTRATION TO REDUCE CARBON IMPACTS WHERE APPLICABLE 

SEEK TO MANAGE DISCARDED MATERIALS AS LOCALLY AS POSSIBLE

ALIGN WITH CIRCULAR ECONOMY PRINCIPLES AND PRACTICES

“The county shall foster varied activities and strategies which encourage a diverse and 
sustainable agricultural economy and utilization of agricultural resources”
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“The Boulder County Land Use Code is enacted to protect and promote the health, safety, and 
general welfare of the present and future inhabitants of Boulder County, and to guide future 

growth, development, and distribution of land uses.”

COMMUNITY PLANNING AND PERMITTING

IMPLEMENTS OUR COMMUNITY’S SHARED VISION 

ENSURES PUBLIC HEALTH & SAFETY 

ESTABLISHES THAT LAND USE IS COMPATIBLE WITH THE SURROUNDING AREAS



“
”

What brought you in today? 
What are your composting goals?
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BACKGROUND
L A N D  U S E  C O D E
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CURRENT CODE ALLOWANCES



19

CURRENT CODE ALLOWANCES
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CURRENT CODE ALLOWANCES
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AREA WHERE COMPOST 
MAY BE PLACED

LOT SIZE: APPROX. 1300 FT X 
1300 FT

40 ACRES
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CURRENT CODE ALLOWANCES

3

3

3
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CURRENT CODE ALLOWANCES

3



PROPOSED CODE UPDATE



CODE UPDATE
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Goal 1 Goal 2 Goal 3
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Goal 1
Reduce barriers to on-site 

composting on ag properties
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Goal 2
Close the loop on circular 
economy for ag producers
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Goal 3
Develop clearer code 

language
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IMPLEMENTING THE GOALS



MITIGATING CONCERNS
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PUBLIC HEALTH
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SIZE & SCALE

The Land Use Code establishes 
parameters to ensure compatibility 
with the surrounding area



CONCLUSION 

• Potential code update

• Input & questions

• Online Questionnaire

2/16/2023 PRESENTATION TITLE 33



ANTICIPATED NEXT STEPS

PREP

JANUARY

MEETING

FEBRUARY 16

AUTHORIZATION

MARCH 14

REFERRAL AND PUBLIC 
COMMENT PERIOD

MARCH- APRIL

PLANNING 
COMMISSION

MAY 17

34

BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

JUNE



THANK YOU

For more information, email  a 
Long-Range Planner

LongRange@bouldercounty.org

mailto:LongRange@bouldercounty.org
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