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2020 Transportation Master Plan



What is Vision Zero?

Source: Vision Zero Network

A fundamental shift in philosophy and approach to traffic safety 
built on the foundation that no loss of life is acceptable.



Boulder County’s Vision Zero Goal

 Eliminate serious injuries and fatal traffic crashes in 
unincorporated Boulder County by 2035



Equity

Vision Zero Safe Routes to School Action Plan
• Establish an equity-based prioritized list for traffic 

safety assessments and improvements at schools

Safer Streets & Roads For All (SS4A) Grant: 
Boulder County Vision Zero Action Plan 
• Equity Assessment 
• A focus on Vulnerable Road Users



2022 Transportation Sales Tax



Evaluation
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Evaluation

• Heatmap of all 
injury or fatal 
crashes in 
unincorporated 
Boulder County 
& the mountain 
towns, 2009-
2018



Evaluation
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Evaluation
Overview of Major Crash Trends

• Centerline Crossing on US 287
• Bicycle- Motor Vehicle 

• Bicyclist Hit from Behind
• Bicyclist Hit by Turning Motor Vehicle at Intersections

• Broadside & Approach Turn at Intersections
• Single Vehicle 

• Impairment-Related
• Motorcycle



Centerline Crossing Crashes on US 287

• US 287 Safety Study 
• HSIP Grant Application for Median Barrier



Bicycle-Motor Vehicle Crashes 
Bicyclist Hit from Behind

1. Space in the Roadway: Paved Shoulders, 
Buffered Shoulders, New Bike Lanes
• 71st St
• 120th St
• South Boulder Rd in Lafayette

2. Separate Facilities on CDOT Highways 
• US 36 Bikeway
• 119 Bikeway
• US 36 / North Foothills Bikeway



Bicycle-Motor Vehicle Crashes 
Bicyclist Hit by Turning Motor Vehicle at Intersections

1. Highlighting Conflict
Zones: Skip striping in
intersections and/or green
pavement markings
• Jay Rd 
• US 287 & Isabelle 
• 61st & Valmont

2.  Separate Facility for 
Bicyclists

• US 36/ North Foothills



Broadside & Approach Turn Crashes 
at Intersections

• Approach Turn • Broadside (“T-Bone”)



Broadside & Approach Turn Crashes 
at Intersections

• US 287 & Isabelle Rd
• 95th St & Lookout Rd
• CO 119 



Single vehicle crashes
• 6” Edgeline 

Striping on 
County Roads



Education



Enforcement

• Boulder County Sheriff’s Office
• Colorado State Patrol



Traffic Safety Program 

Office of the District Attorney
20th Judicial District | Boulder County 

Christian Gardner-Wood, Division Chief
Community Protection Division





TRAFFIC 
SAFETY 
PROGRAM

PROBLEM: We continue to see far too many TRAFFIC CRASHES causing serious bodily injury and VEHICULAR FATALITIES, many 

with speeding as a significant factor. We revamped our traffic plea-bargains to address equity concerns and to increase 

accountability and education. 

GOAL: Decrease speeding and other dangerous driving behavior through the addition of RESTORATIVE JUSTICE PRACTICES and 

increased EDUCATION, especially for young people, to help community members develop a better AWARENEESS and

UNDERSTANDING of the risks and harms of speeding to increase COMMUNITY SAFETY and PREVENT FUTURE OFFENSES. 

Additionally, this initiative seeks to address financial inequities and expands access to public service and education without 

increased costs to participants.  

PROGRAM: The Traffic Safety Program offers a DMV-point reduction and minimal fines for defendants who plead guilty to 

speeding and participate. It includes a RESTORATIVE CONVERSATION and TRAFFIC SAFETY CLASSES and/or COMMUNITY 

SERVICE. The RESTORATIVE CONVERSTATION is a 1:1 conversation that emphasizes the impacts of speeding and distracted 

driving on the community and asks people to reflect on what happened, what they have learned, who may be affected by their 

behavior, and steps to repair harm and change behavior. Failure to complete results in a Motion for Contempt of Court. 



Legislative Updates

Boulder County’s 2023 State Legislative Agenda:

Support state, regional, and local government efforts to 
improve safety on roadways to achieve vision zero safety 
goals, including for people using all modes of travel, 
especially vulnerable roadway users such as pedestrians and 
cyclists. 

2023 Legislative Session:
• Automated Vehicle Identification Systems (AVIS) Bill



DRCOG Regional Vision Zero

DRCOG’s Vision Zero Pledge:
https://drcog.org/regional-vision-

zero-pledge

DRCOG Vision Zero Video: 
https://youtu.be/M4MuD14q7k0

https://drcog.org/regional-vision-zero-pledge
https://youtu.be/M4MuD14q7k0


For more information

Boulder County’s 
Vision Zero Website:

bouldercounty.gov/transportation/
multimodal/vision-zero

https://bouldercounty.gov/transportation/multimodal/vision-zero/


Questions for the BOCC

• Does the BOCC support the current TMP Vision Zero safety goal and 
performance metric?
o TMP Goal: Ensure Safety for All Modes; Provide for transportation system 

development and operations that result in safe and secure travel by all modes 
and that enable prompt and effective emergency response

o TMP Performance metric: Eliminate serious injuries and fatal traffic crashes in 
unincorporated Boulder County by 2035

• Do you have questions or would you like more information on the 
county’s Vision Zero safety initiatives, including Evaluation, Engineering, 
Enforcement, and Legislative topics?

• What suggestions would you like to see added to the county’s work to 
achieve Vision Zero?
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