
From: Jill White
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] “Yes” on BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:10:15 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

It is critical to the Boulder County community that you build safer ways for bikes and
pedestrians to travel.  Right now you have a unique opportunity to support the
Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

The reasons to support this trail:

1. The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

2. We need safer places to ride. The drivers on our roads drive carelessly and
recklessly.  Cyclists and pedestrians cannot rely on drivers to keep them safe.

3. The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

4. This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate. It
promotes sustainable living conditions, which is one of the values of this community.

Please create a safe cycling route and build the BERT trail.

This is your opportunity to demonstrate your commitment to sustainability and
keeping our community moving safely throughout the county. 

Sincerely, 

 
Jill White
1090 Terrace Cir N
Boulder, 80304

mailto:jillalexandra@hotmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: joshua crane
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] A Vote for the Boulder to Erie Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 12:07:57 PM

To The Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail. As a resident of Erie, a small
business owner in Boulder, and a cyclist; this would be a massive improvement. 10 years ago I
used to ride those roads out to Erie to the Coal Creek trail system all the time. Now due to a
drastic increase in traffic, increase in distracted drivers, and lack of shoulder (especially on
isabelle rd), I refuse to ride those roads especially during peak traffic hours. 

I know that there is consideration of the trail system with partial closure due to wildlife,
putting bike riders back onto Valmont for most of the year. Valmont, although having a wide
shoulder, has some of the most distracted drivers I've seen around Boulder. As someone who
is a daily driver during peak traffic hours, I watch drivers swerving across the white line
regularly as well as driving at speeds excess of 75mph +. That road has become a major
highway for commuters and is no longer somewhere I recommend anyone ride their bike.
Unfortunately though, similar to hwy 36, it offers easy access to some amazing trail systems.

If this proposed BERT trail were to be built, I would once again feel comfortable commuting
by bicycle and I guarantee there are lots more folks just like me out there. There are already at
least 5-10 riders that I see a day doing that same commute and I believe you would see at least
10 times that amount if you go through with this plan. Not to mention the weekend bicycle
traffic, where you would see a massive increase of riders. A large majority of cyclists are only
riding gravel these days due to car vs. bike fatalities.

Thank you for your time,

Joshua Crane
Owner/Head Roaster/Coffee Courier
thecoffeeride.com
(970)389-9939

mailto:coffee@thecoffeeride.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/jTctCVO20yikp8GKSGfZFEDCe2?domain=thecoffeeride.com


From: Agnes Markos
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Approve BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 5:29:41 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am an avid cyclist and I use our regional trail network every day. The BERT offers a safe, dedicated space for
cycling away from traffic.

We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. The BERT could prevent further untimely deaths
and support Boulder's Vision Zero goals. Having protected trails for cyclists, walkers, and runners is critical to
saving lives because it separates dangerous, high speed traffic from people.

This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT.

Sincerely,
Agnes Markos

mailto:agnesmarkos3@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: michael white
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Approve the BERT trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 7:02:02 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). I know
better than anybody what happens when a cyclist is not protected. Start
prioritizing the lives of people and children over disrupting wildlife. We all
know the wildlife will not be disrupted. The wildlife will continue to live
and thrive there, as we all want them to. This is a bike route, not a 4
lane road. Disruption will be minimal. Please stop prioritizing keeping
open space closed, over the lives of the people that are living and
growing up here. I ask this question, because I live this question, every
day since July 29, 2023. How many kids have to be hit and killed by
drivers before anything changes and we start doing things differently?
Open the open space and build the BERT trail. 

Michael White
Magnus’ Dad
The White Line
–
c 310.623.2632
michael.white@thewhiteline.org
IG @thewhiteline.foundation

mailto:michael.white@thewhiteline.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:michael.white@thewhiteline.org


From: Josh Kahn
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT - Negative Impact
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 6:00:01 PM

Our continued "development" in Boulder County takes a significant toll

on the wildlife.

With increasing human population and encroachment on wildlife

habitats in Boulder County and surrounding areas, it is critical to

protect the best remaining habitats. For the BERT, we believe this

means choosing a less ecologically harmful route from Sawhill Ponds

to the White Rocks trail.

Respectfully,

Josh Kahn

3990 Montclair Ln, Boulder, CO 80301

mailto:boulderkahn@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Olivia Ahnemann
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT -- vote yes and remember Magnus White
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:32:01 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. (Ride for
Magnus!!)

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Olivia Ahnemann

 4669 Apple Way
Boulder, CO 80301
--

_________________________
Producer 
+1-303-304-1658
oahnemann@icloud.com

mailto:oahnemann@icloud.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Tony Apuzzo
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Advocacy
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 9:34:28 PM

To Whom it May Concern:

As a resident of Boulder County since 1993, living in Boulder, Gunbarrel, and Longmont, I have
witnessed the inexorable transformation of Eastern Boulder County from predominantly rural to
increasingly suburban. I've been riding bicycles in Boulder this whole time and I have been disappointed
and frankly horrified as the lovely quiet roads of Eastern Boulder's farms and exurban neighborhoods
have become overrun with increasingly heavy and distracted automotive traffic.  I used to ride from
Gunbarrel to Union Reservoir along Oxford Road to Weld 1 and felt relaxed and safe most of the way.
Today to ride that route would be frankly suicidal.

During this same period, I have witnessed a resurgence in wildlife in both public and private spaces. The
resilience of wild flora and fauna is greatly underappreciated in my opinion by those who constantly
advocate to keep humans away from natural areas. Humans are just as much a part of nature as any
muskrat, mink, or burrowing owl. To think that these creatures existed fully apart from humans prior to
Boulder's unique brand of advocacy rising to prominence is arrogant naivete.  Every stream in Boulder
county has been walked by native humans for well over 10,000 years and the current mix of species has
never known a time when humans were not constantly moving about the landscape.  What we have
witnessed in Boulder over the last 30 years is a simple situation wherein if we merely stop actively
poisoning and trapping the creatures, they will return.  The beavers setting up shop across the St. Vrain
from Panda Express don't need to be protected from bicyclists and joggers. They need to be protected
from cars and from PFAS runoff from industry. The burrowing owls near Vesper trail have survived
generations growing up alongside runners with dogs. The mink I saw dart across 63rd street near Tom
Watson Park wasn't afraid of a stroller, nor the picnic table.

The opportunity to transform an (effectively) abandoned railroad corridor into a safe route for people to
walk, run and roll is rare and should not be abandoned!

Please, do not let yet another potentially wonderful route be locked away from the public. We have seen
the natural experiment run across our entire county with populations of wild turkeys, moose, goldfinches
and many other species living in relative harmony with people. We also have seen how regional trails
contribute to mental and physical health as well as make it easier for young people to grow up wanting to
support and maintain outdoor spaces. Those who worry that allowing people to use this corridor will
damage nature or will bring in somehow undesirable people near insular property owner's are loud but
misguided.  History has shown that dispersed regional trails are beneficial to both citizens, nature, and
property values. 

Please build the BERT and continue to develop more trails in more areas. It is better to spread people out
than to concentrate them all in a few areas. Every regional trail system creates reinforcing virtuous cycles
of benefit allowing people to recreate and commute near their homes as well as making it possible to link
and travel to other areas without needing to use personal vehicles.

Tony Apuzzo
806 Windflower Dr, Longmont 80504

mailto:tonyapuzzo@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Joe DuLong
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Boulder to Erie
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 6:43:20 PM

Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) to provide much needed safe biking routes in the area.
Any trail that avoids traffic is a benefit to the community and can save lives - think Magnus White.

mailto:jndulong@aol.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Bev Baker, Boulder County Audubon Society
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; Levy, Claire; Stolzmann, Ashley; Loachamin, Marta
Cc: Boulder County Audubon
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Comments from Boulder County Audubon Society
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 8:50:14 AM
Attachments: BCAS BERT Comments to BOCC Oct 2024.pdf

BERT Modified Alignment 2 SCANNED.pdf

Good morning Commissioners,

Attached please find Boulder County Audubon's comments on the BERT for your meeting on
Thursday, plus the map referenced in our comments.

Thank you for your consideration of our comments,

Bev Baker
Boulder County Audubon Society Conservation Committee

mailto:bev@boulderaudubon.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:clevy@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:astolzmann@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:mloachamin@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:crossbill@boulderaudubon.org



To:  Boulder County Board of County Comissioners
From:  Boulder County Audubon Society
Re:  Comments on Boulder to Erie Regional Trail for your October 24 meeting
Date:  October 21, 2024


Dear Commissioners,


Boulder County Audubon Society (BCAS) is pleased to submit the following comments
regarding the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).  BCAS represents over 1,400
members. We are a voice for birds and wildlife conservation through habitat protection,
advocacy, and nature education.


With increasing human population and encroachment on wildlife habitats in Boulder
County and surrounding areas, it is critical to protect the best remaining habitats. For the
BERT planning, we believe this means choosing a less ecologically harmful route.
Following are our primary concerns and recommendations:


The BERT planning phase has evolved from several conceptual alignments to one
preferred alignment in the RTD ROW.  The preferred alignment is a finite area along
and beside the former railroad route, and leaves limited room for avoiding or
mitigating for invaluable wildlife and habitats during future phases.


As the evaluation table on pp. 114-115 (pdf p. 58) of the plan clearly shows,
alignment 1B is highly detrimental to ecological resources:


This alignment bisects a Habitat Conservation Area (HCA) at White Rocks
on City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks (OSMP) property.
This alignment passes through a number of valuable natural resource areas
designated in the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan Environmental
Resources Element (ERE), including Critical Wildlife Habitat, the White
Rocks/Gunbarrel Hill Environmental Conservation Area, a High Biodiversity
Area, and more, shown on maps on pp. 71 and 72 of the BERT Plan
Appendices.


The area of highest concern is along approximately 2.5 miles of alignment 1B
where it passes through OSMP lands, from the area adjacent to Sawhill Ponds,
east to the White Rocks trail.


At Sawhill Ponds, ERE-designated Critical Wildlife Habitat protects numerous
rare bird species, plus remnant tallgrass prairie, which supports breeding
monarch butterflies and a robust population of fireflies.







At White Rocks, Critical Wildlife Habitat protects rare plant species, breeding
northern leopard frogs, and breeding habitat for numerous bird species that are
rare in Boulder County.


Alignment 1B includes areas where OSMP and Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW)
biologists have recommended seasonal closures for up to nine months for nesting
raptors and herons (see map on draft pan pp. 166-167, pdf p. 84 and CPW’s July
19, 2024 letter, updated on August 9, 2024 on pp. 560-563 of the Appendices).
Some of these nests will likely move somewhat over time, but 23 nest territories,
shown on the map on pp. 164-165 (pdf p. 83) of the draft plan, are not going away
before BERT construction starts. OSMP manages lands to conform to, or exceed,
CPW’s recommendations. Thus, proceeding with alignment 1B may conflict with
OSMP’s land management practices for lands adjacent to the BERT.


Given OSMP staff recommendations and their presentation at the September 11
Boulder Open Space Board of Trustees meeting, it appears that OSMP staff were
tasked with responding to alternatives developed by consultants and/or County
transportation staff, rather than being proactively involved with developing one or
more alternatives less harmful to ecological resources on OSMP land.


Survey results on p. 64 (pdf p. 33) of the plan show a high percentage of
respondents ranking wildlife and/or protection of the environment as a factor
influencing their choice of a preferred trail alignment.  A majority chose alignment C
(aka 3); however, as acknowledged at the bottom of p. 62 (pdf p. 32) and on p. 109
(pdf p. 55), alignment C (aka 3) was presented as more favorable to ecological
resources, which was later determined not to be the case, potentially distorting the
survey results - i.e. it is likely that fewer respondents would have chosen alignment
C if it had been presented as more ecologically harmful.


We urge further exploration of alternate alignments from Sawhill Ponds to the White
Rocks trail, in consultation with OSMP staff. One option, shown on the attached
map as Modified Alignment 2, is a reconsideration of conceptual alignment 2, using
the ROW along Valmont for approximately 1.5 - 2 miles. This portion of Valmont is
rural and scenic, with relatively few driveways, and would avoid most of the raptor
nest buffer areas, the HCA, and ERE-designated resources.


While we recognize the community desires and need for safer routes for bikes and other
forms of recreation, and the staff time already dedicated to the BERT planning process, we
strongly believe that it is worth taking time to seek an alternate alignment that provides for
safety and visitor experience, without sacrificing sensitive and rare wildlife and
ecosystems.  Surely a short-term delay to help prevent long-term, and perhaps permanent,
loss of irreplaceable wildlife, plants and ecosystems is a worthwhile endeavor for Boulder
County.


Additionally, we would like to see the following items included in the Plan:


Preserving the option for an overpass at Highway 287:  Plan pp. 52-53 shows two
options for crossing Highway 287 - an underpass at the RTD ROW crossing and a
jog north to Boulder Creek to cross under 287. Crossing under Hwy 287 at Boulder
Creek would raise concerns about disrupting the creek corridor for wildlife. In case







the water table is too high at the RTD ROW crossing and an underpass is not
feasible, it makes sense to leave an option for an overpass at Highway 287 at the
RTD ROW on the table. 


Mitigations - We believe the Plan DRAFT should include discussion and evaluation
of mitigations.  Some mitigations could be evaluated on a larger scale during this
planning phase, while others will need site-specific refinement during design and
construction.  Following are mitigations we would like to see in the Plan DRAFT:


Dog management - where allowed, and leash requirements.  A substantial body
of research shows that the presence of dogs, even on leash, disturbs wildlife.
Nighttime use - Other regional trails in Boulder County allow use 24/7. If
nighttime use is allowed on the BERT, especially through sensitive areas, many
wildlife species are likely to be affected - from white-tailed deer, bobcats and
owls to foxes, frogs, and fireflies. Use data from existing regional trails such as
Coal Creek and LOBO may provide valuable context for anticipated nighttime
use if it is tracked separately.
Screening, with a combination of native vegetation and artificial structures,
depending on final alignment location
Wildlife crossings, such as underpasses/culverts for small animals, for example
in wet areas.


Thank you for your service to the community and for your consideration of our comments.


Sincerely,


Boulder County Audubon Society Board of Directors and Conservation Committee












From: Colleen Theriot
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT draft plan
Date: Friday, October 18, 2024 9:16:08 AM

Hello Commissioners, I’m writing to ask you to please rethink the current Boulder-to-Erie Regional Trail draft plan
because it is harmful to the overall environment and ecosystems of the Boulder area. We are avid birders and huge
supporters of Boulder Open Space and all the wonderful protections in place to support these areas. THERE IS A
MUCH BETTER WAY to create the BERT that protects the environment into the future.
Please think of your kids and theirs and future generations who will thank YOU in perpetuity if you do this right.
Our wishes would align with what Boulder County Audubon Society proposes.
Thank you for your public service.
Colleen, Brad and Casey Theriot
3830 Carlock Dr./Boulder 80305

Sent from my iPad

mailto:ctheriot301@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Anastasia Aponte
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bert Excitement
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 10:33:55 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

My husband is a a cyclist who bikes from Erie to Boulder at least 2 times a week. He is on
main roads which can be concerning especially with winter weather. The BERT trail offers a
safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. Also I would feel very comfortable riding
on the weekend with our 2 year old son which I won't do currently (to Boulder).

We share one vehicle and would love to lessen our carbon footprint while contributing to our
health by biking regularly. Without safe biking opportunities we will be forced to get another
vehicle as our family grows. We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous
especially considering the large amount of young people enjoying bikes in these areas. 

I am certain there are ways to finish this trail with our beloved ecosystem in mind, providing
minimal animal and ecosystem disruption while simultaneously bringing people out of cars
and into nature. 

Thank you for the consideration.

Sincerely,
Anastasia Aponte 

mailto:leadorus@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: John Jenkins
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT feedback
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 5:11:53 PM

I've heard there's significant pushback on the BERT trail, and I wanted to share my voice in
support. I have been waiting and excited to use it to get from Erie to Boulder and back. The
current options like Valmont and Isabelle are too dangerous to use today.

I am paying particularly close attention to the outcome of this project in general and the vote
this Thursday specifically. I hope our elected officials recognize the importance of and the
safety and happiness that this project will bring to our communities and that they prioritize it
appropriately.

Thanks, 

John

mailto:john.paul.jenkins@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Ken Martin
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bert hearing, October 10
Date: Monday, September 30, 2024 3:08:38 PM

I'm planning to submit written comments. When Is the deadline for submission?

Ken Martin

mailto:ken80516@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: ksull@indra.com
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Cc: Levy, Claire; Loachamin, Marta; Stolzmann, Ashley
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Plan Draft and Appendices
Date: Sunday, October 20, 2024 7:07:38 PM

Dear Planning Team, 

With increasing human population and encroachment on wildlife habitats in Boulder
County and surrounding areas, it is critical to protect the best remaining habitats.   I
believe this means further exploration of less environmentally harmful routes.  

Preferred alignment 1b in the plan not only bisects a Habitat Conservation Area (HCA) at
White Rocks on OSMP property, it passes through a number of valuable natural resource
areas designated in the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan Environmental Resources
Element depicted on maps on pp. 71 and 72 of the Plan, including Critical Wildlife
Habitat, the White Rocks/Gunbarrel Hill Environmental Conservation Area, a High
Biodiversity Area, and more. 

The area of highest concern is along approximately 2.5 miles of alignment 1b where it
passes through OSMP land, from about one-half mile west of the Sawhill Ponds parking
lot, east to the White Rocks trail, which runs north/south on the north side of Valmont,
about 0.6 miles west of 95th St.

Moving forward with an alignment where OSMP and CPW biologists have recommended
seasonal closures for up to nine months for nesting raptors, herons, and ground nesting
species does not make sense.  Where were the OSMP and CPW biologists in this
planning phase?   I don't see any discussion of the use of dogs or nighttime use.  

People are ranking wildlife and protection of the environment as important in surveys
and in representations before the County (eg. public response to the EBC projects, etc.). 
Do we have accurate survey results of what people truly want for their public lands
especially when they understand the scientific impacts?  In this case I believe that the
survey did not convey the extent of the damage that could occur to wildlife on Alignment
1b. 

A recent example is the trail construction project on the Vesper Trail where Burrowing
Owl nests were discovered and the work needed to be delayed until the season was
over.   I was impressed to hear a clip on NPR (KUNC's NOCO program) explaining the
role of biologists and the need for the delay.   I live and walk near that trail and talk to
folks walking their dogs, etc. and people accept limitations when the reasons are fully

mailto:ksull@indra.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:clevy@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:mloachamin@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:astolzmann@bouldercounty.gov


explained.   

Please consider alternate alignments, at least from Sawhill Ponds to the White Rocks
trail, in consultation with OSMP staff. One option, shown on the attached map as
Modified Alignment 2, is a reconsideration of conceptual alignment 2, using the ROW
along Valmont for approximately 1.5 - 2 miles. This portion of Valmont is rural and
scenic, with relatively few driveways and would avoid most of the raptor nest buffer
areas, the HCA, and ERE-designated resources.

In conclusion, yes, there is pressure for increased recreational access but not at the
cost of losing irreplaceable wildlife, plants and ecosystems.  How far can we cut up a pie
before the pieces fall apart completely?   I am involved in bird conservation and support
the comments of the Boulder County Audubon Society submitted on this project, but
these are some of my own personal reactions and conclusions.   Thank you for your
consideration.

Sincerely,  

Kathleen Sullivan, member, BOD, Boulder County Audubon Society
5032 Coventry Ct.
Boulder, CO.  80301



From: Rebecca Bradford
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Plan Draft
Date: Thursday, October 17, 2024 1:04:20 PM

Hello.

I'm writing to ask you to not accept the BERT Plan. There has got to be another, more
creative way to build the trail somewhere else. This design goes through important
wildlife habitats and ecosystems, including a Boulder Open Space and Mountain
Parks Habitat Conservation Area at White Rocks and a number of valuable natural
resources, designated in the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan, at both White
Rocks and Sawhill Ponds. 

You already knew that.

Please don't let this happen. We need to keep what we have, because we can't get it back after
it's gone. 

Sincerely,
Rebecca Bradford
4739 W. Moorhead Circle
Boulder
303-588-0550

mailto:rebeccabradford64@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Nancye Queen
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT PLAN DRAFT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 9:00:30 AM

While I am not opposed to a trail linking Boulder and Erie, I feel strongly that the trail should not
imperil wildlife habitats that exist in the proposed route.  I came to Boulder in 1967 as a student at
CU.  I have lived in Boulder County for nearly 60 years.  I visit Sawhill Ponds every year and believe
that it would be a tragedy to diminish this area, particularly when there are alternative routes.

I ask that the County discuss this matter further with Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks for a
better solution.

 

Nancy Queen

 

mailto:nqueen@mail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Tina Cain
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Project/ Boulder County
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:12:13 AM
Attachments: image001.png

Hello,
  The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic, the more
we can get people to be active and outdoors in our community the healthier and
happier we all are. This is a crucial east-west link in the trail network that we can all
enjoy for a nice ride or commute safely to and from Boulder to Erie.
 
Thanks,
 

 
 

mailto:tina@roof-check.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov






From: Patricia Stutz-Tanenbaum
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT proposal concerns with environmental impact
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 8:13:43 AM

To Boulder County Commissioners,
As an avid open space user I am concerned about the BERT proposed 1b path through the
White Rocks Preserve and Sawhill Ponds Open Space.  When planning a new trail route it is
important to consider environmental impact to preserve the bird life, plants, and animals living
in the area.  The 1b proposed route could be harmful to the wildlife impacting the diversity
and population currently living there. An alternative route going on the north side of Valmont
would mitigate these concerns while still enabling access to this new open space trail. Also,
please consider limiting dogs on this trail as they inhibit wildlife activity thriving on the land.
Additionally, restrict human access to the trail to daylight hours so the wildlife can hunt, roam,
and thrive at night when they are more active.
Thank you for your consideration and support of open space on environmentally sensitive
land.
Sincerely,
Patricia Stutz-Tanenbaum
8069 Neva Rd
Niwot, CO 80503
303-956-4803

Only if we understand, will we care. Only if we
care, will we help. Only if we help shall we all
be saved. Jane Goodall

Patricia Stutz-Tanenbaum
Stutztanenbaum@gmail.com

mailto:stutztanenbaum@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: David Gladfelter
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Proposal feedback
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:29:35 PM
Attachments: 4 Seasons (3).png

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to vote to adopt the BERT proposal. It will not affect my personal commute to Boulder, but it will do for Erie's and other towns' residents what the US-
36 bikeway has done for me: allow them to avoid car trips and even change their lifestyles for the better.

I now commute to work in Boulder from Broomfield via the bikeway for about 4 days each week and haven't driven to work in two years. Here's a collage I put
together from my commutes at various times of the year at the same location near the Avista hospital on the US-36 bikeway:

This change, which likely wouldn't have been possible without the bikeway, has removed one car from the road and helped my health and mental health. The
residents of Erie have no reasonable way to commute to Boulder by bike and this proposal would fix that.

You have an opportunity to improve the lives of many people who work and recreate in and around Boulder. Please vote to adopt.

- Dave Gladfelter
1384 McIntosh Ave, Broomfield, CO 80020
(970) 443-2977
gladfelter@gmail.com

mailto:gladfelter@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:gladfelter@gmail.com






From: Cindy Warren
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; tleubbert@bouldercounty.gov
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT proposal
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:49:16 AM

Hello.  I am writing regarding the proposed BERT alignment between 75th and the Teller-White
Rocks Trail.

The City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks designates this area as a “Habitat
Conservation Area” and does not allow human access.  Additionally, the Boulder County Comp
Plan designates this area as a “Critical Wildlife Habitat” and an area of “High” or “Very High
Biodiversity”.

This area is well known for its nesting Bald Eagle population; numerous other protected birds
including Golden Eagles and Northern Harriers also nest and forage here. 

To avoid impacts to nesting eagles and other birds, the proposed trail would need to be closed
for long periods of time (many months).  Moving the trail segment further to the south (closer
to Valmont Road) would make more sense.

As Boulder continues to expand and build at all costs, environmental impacts accrue at an
alarming rate.   Please re-evaluate and re-locate the proposed bike trail to a more suitable
location.  I don't believe a bike trail that can be located elsewhere is worth habitat loss and
significant negative wildlife impacts in a Critical Wildlife Habitat/Habitat Conservation Area.

Thank you very much for your consideration.

Regards,

Cindy Warren

mailto:cjwarren2002@hotmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:tleubbert@bouldercounty.gov


From: Hannah Barton
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Proposal
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 10:50:08 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my strong support for the Boulder to Erie (BERT) multi-use trail project. I believe
that this project will have significant positive impacts on our community and the surrounding
environment.

Bicycling commuting is a sustainable and healthy transportation option. The BERT trail would provide a
safe and convenient alternative to driving, reducing traffic congestion, improving air quality, and
promoting physical activity. By encouraging more people to bike to work or school, we can reduce our
reliance on fossil fuels and contribute to a healthier, more sustainable future.

In addition to the benefits for human health, the BERT trail would also have positive impacts on wildlife.
Studies have shown that well-designed and managed trails can coexist peacefully with wildlife. By
providing designated areas for recreation, we can help to reduce the impact of human activities on
sensitive habitats.

I urge you to reject the claims that a multi-use trail would harm wildlife. These claims are often based on
misinformation and do not reflect the scientific evidence. With proper planning and mitigation
measures, the BERT trail can be built in a way that minimizes its impact on the environment.

I believe that the BERT trail is a worthwhile investment in our community. It will provide a valuable
recreational resource, promote sustainable transportation, and protect our environment. I urge you to
support this project and move forward with its construction.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely, 

Hannah Barton

830 Sparta Dr 

Lafayette, CO 80026

mailto:hfayb17@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kevin Clark
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Proposal
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:18:02 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my strong support for the Boulder to Erie (BERT) multi-use trail
project. I believe that this project will have significant positive impacts on our community and
the surrounding environment.

Bicycling commuting is a sustainable and healthy transportation option. The BERT trail would
provide a safe and convenient alternative to driving, reducing traffic congestion, improving air
quality, and promoting physical activity. By encouraging more people to bike to work or
school, we can reduce our reliance on fossil fuels and contribute to a healthier, more
sustainable future.

In addition to the benefits for human health, the BERT trail would also have positive impacts
on wildlife. Studies have shown that well-designed and managed trails can coexist peacefully
with wildlife. By providing designated areas for recreation, we can help to reduce the impact
of human activities on sensitive habitats.

I urge you to reject the claims that a multi-use trail would harm wildlife. These claims are
often based on misinformation and do not reflect the scientific evidence. With proper planning
and mitigation measures, the BERT trail can be built in a way that minimizes its impact on the
environment.

I believe that the BERT trail is a worthwhile investment in our community. It will provide a
valuable recreational resource, promote sustainable transportation, and protect our
environment. I urge you to support this project and move forward with its construction.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Kevin Clark 
Boulder, CO

mailto:kevinclark.atx@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Dave Farrell
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Proposal
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:26:14 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Dave Farrell
122 S Madison Ave, Louisville, CO 80027

mailto:davefarrell24@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Josh Garfein DO
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Proposed Trail System
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 5:12:42 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).  I am a local family
physician and help to take care of our cycling community.

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.  I am sad to think how
many cyclist are injured or die from poor and distracted driving, and I worry for my patients'
and my family's safety.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

mailto:joshgarfein.do@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Ali Sauder
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT support
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:13:44 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every day biking my kids to and
from school. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous, especially for
kids who would like to ride more but can't on dangerous roads.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Ali Sauder

3284 Wright Ave.
Boulder, CO 80301

mailto:ali.sauder1@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Barret Burke
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT support
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:22:55 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week.

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County's regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 
Barret Burke
4948 Bella Vista Drive
Longmont, CO 80503

mailto:barret.burke@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Lester Pardoe
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT SUPPORT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 12:23:40 PM

Dear Commissioners

I am writing to you in support of BERT, alignment 1B. For me this is both professional
and personal in nature.

As the current Director of Devo Programs for Boulder Junior Cycling, and a former
Instructor for BVSD’s Safe Routes to School, I have worked with thousands of local
children over the past two decades in the areas of cycling, road safety and advocacy. 

BERT is one of the missing links in a regional trail system. As an East-West trail it
links communities, and from a cycling perspective links existing key cycling
destinations such as Teller Farms, Valmont Bike Park, Erie Single Track, The Erie
Pump Track, and The Erie Velodrome. For many people, especially children and
those without a vehicle, (often our poorest citizens), these destinations sit as islands,
only accessible by car, or riding a bike on ever increasingly busy roads.
 
BERT would be made use of by many individuals and groups. Some keys ones that
hit close to home for me:

Boulder Junior Cycling Members, we are one of the largest cycling clubs in the 
country, having instructed and coached 1000’s of youth to safely ride a bike the 
past 18 years

Families with children to commute and to get to the aforementioned destinations

High School Cycling Team Athletes.   Most High Schools in the Boulder area 
have competitive cycling teams, statewide there are almost 3000 HS athletes 
racing in the Colorado High School Cycling League.  This trail allows safe and 
easy access to training locations for many of the local high schools. This is 
where it gets personal for me.  Several years ago my daughter was in a collision 
with a vehicle going 45 mph while on a ride with a local high school team, on the 
way to access a trail.  She smashed the windshield of the car, totaled her bike 
and thankfully she walked away, physically unharmed. We should be looking at 
ways to safely allow youth self propelled access to trails. Unfortunately for too 
many cyclists and pedestrians this is not the case. Two pertinent examples: 
local High School student Magnus White was killed while riding a bike by a 

mailto:lester.pardoe@boulderjuniorcycling.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


vehicle last year and cyclist Andrew Bernstein was left for dead while riding from 
Erie to Boulder in 2019.  

Increasing accessibility and safety for some of our most vulnerable citizens should be
a goal, not a pipe dream.

Thank you,

Lester Pardoe
Boulder Junior Cycling
Director Devo Programming
www.boulderjuniorcycling.org

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/rmIyCwpyR8fVwl2lIqhgFJctsI?domain=boulderjuniorcycling.org


From: Zac Temple
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Support
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:11:32 AM

Hello Commissioner,

I a writing you to urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail.

I am a cyclist who uses both the trails in Boulder and trails in Erie every week. This network would offer a safer
alternative to cyclists.

Thank you
~Zac Temple

mailto:templezac@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Tamarambodner
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bert support
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:28:52 AM

The BERT is a proposed 8.5 multi-use trail between Boulder and Erie. I
support it. I hope we learned from Magnus white’s death that we need
safe trails for bikers. If you are not safe in the middle of the day on a
Saturday then you are never safe on a road with cars. In addition with
the amount of e-bikes on the road, this could be a way to keep more
cars off the roads that already can not handle the traffic on this route.
 Please support this project. 

Tamara Bodner

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:tamarambodner@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: J-Bird
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Support
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:21:08 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,
I'm writing to express my support of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) as proposed by the
Boulder County Community Planning and Permitting department.  I read both the BERT Plan Draft and
Plan Draft Appendices and feel that, as is my experience, Boulder County had done a very thorough
review of all of the issues that might ensue and have addressed them, including environmental stressors
and impacts to wildlife.

This trail would offer safer options for both recreational cycling and commuting.  Most people who have
lived in Boulder County for any amount of time have know personally, or known of, someone who has
been injured or even killed on Boulder County roadways while cycling.  If there is an opportunity to create
safer spaces for people to traverse across Boulder County that also reduces vehicular emissions, it
should be embraced.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
Jenn Archuleta
2707 Valmont Road
Boulder, CO  80304

mailto:salogal2002@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: William Rogers
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT support
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 6:46:45 AM
Attachments: Outlook-f3agbwzg.png

Outlook-i55akikv.png
Outlook-lgkzqmcj.png

Please add my voice to those in support of the construction of the Boulder to Erie Regional
trail presently under consideration.

This connection would enable cyclists to avoid the inherent dangers of riding near traffic
(which have become so significant lately) and provide a safe alternative to the routes currently
available.  BERT would present a terrific new opportunity for the Boulder cycling community
and all other multiuse participants!

Taking advantage of an old rail line is something well worth the effort.

Opposition seems to come primarily from the familiar NIMBY crowd guised as an
environmental presentation.

But, this seems unwarranted.

Chances for trails like this don't come around terribly often and I strongly urge approval for
this wonderful project.

Thanks for your consideration.

Bill
 

William A. Rogers, III
Dietze and Davis, P.C.
2060 Broadway, Suite 400
Boulder, Colorado 80303
(303) 447-1375
wrogers@dietzedavis.com
www.dietzedavis.com
Serving the West from Boulder since 1972

              
The information contained in this e-mail is a confidential communication and is intended only
for the use of the individual addressed.  This e-mail is also covered by the Electronic
Communications Privacy Act.  If you have received this communication in error, please notify
our offices immediately at (303) 447-1375, and delete this message from all media.  Thank
you.

mailto:wrogers@dietzedavis.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:wrogers@dietzedavis.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/8R4lCjRgOViGx38LcRhWFmk1uK?domain=dietzedavis.com/
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From: Joel White
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT to Erie Regional Trail Support
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:24:04 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). Development of
regional connector trails like this are critical for safety, reduction of carbon emissions
and recreation. I live in Superior and I ride the Coal Creek and Rock Creek regional
trails daily. Allowing a connection from Boulder to Erie increases the amount of
available trails that we can use to reduce car trips and ride safely. 

I used to primarily ride a road bike but after getting hit once and then nearly hit
again by a driver who was looking at his cell phone and swerved into my lane and
missed hitting me at 50mph by less than a foot, I realize the roads are not a safe
place for cyclist. In Boulder County we all talk about wanting "Vision Zero" and
reducing carbon emissions. Building this trail will actually be a tangible way to move
forward towards these goals.

With the Rock Creek trail, we've proven that recreation and wildlife can and will
coexist. This happens much more naturally than bikes having to exist with cars that
continue to get heavier, faster and have more distracted drivers than ever. This trail
provides a crucial east / west connection as well as establishing important
connections to other trails.

Please make the correct choice and help move us forward with the essential trail.

Regards,
Joel White
Superior, CO

mailto:joel.white@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Dustin Randall
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT to Erie Regional Trail Support
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:03:47 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week, particularly to commute to work on my
bike.

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous, especially for kids.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 
Dustin Randall
Dustin Randall | BITS, Construction Systems and Tools | drandall@google.com |

mailto:drandall@google.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:drandall@google.com


From: Audrey Buma
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:50:54 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every day to get to work.

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride! Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Thank you so much,

Audrey Buma
3715 Martin Dr, Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:audreybuma@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Sam Koerbel
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail advocacy
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 10:21:55 AM

I would like to voice my support for the BERT trail. As a residenin of north Lafayette access
to bike safe routes to eire and boulder are not easy to get to - this would accommodate a need
our family has to enjoy the outdoors, respect the nature around us and enjoy the
beautiful county we live in. 

thank you 

-- 
Sam

(970) 389-3409

mailto:sam.koerbel@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Shawna Pitts
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT TRAIL PLEASE!
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:00:22 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).  We
live in Louisville and ride Coal Creek trail multiple times a week but there is no way of
avoiding road traffic in order to get from Erie over to North Boulder and its very
frustrating.

BERT would be so amazing for our family – providing a safer alternative to riding
really busy roads with motorists who have little regard for us sharing ‘their roads’.

There simply are no EAST/WEST options that exist currently to connect these areas
and having to get on Lookout to crossover is just dangerous.

Please please please help make cycling safer and BUILD THE BERT TRAIL!!!!

Sincerely,

Shawna Pitts
402 Orchard Way
Louisville, CO 80027

 

mailto:pitts_shawna@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Miller Schuck
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT trail support!
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:10:28 AM

Hello,

I cycle into work 3-4 days a week from Erie to Boulder.  The BERT trail would enhance my
safety immensely as sections of the route have very unsafe conditions (e.g. Isabelle Rd). 
Please support the BERT trail project.

Thanks,
Miller Schuck
723 Pope Dr, Erie, CO 80516

mailto:mschuck33@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Yevgeniy Shvartsman
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail Support
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 6:46:10 PM

I am writing to express my support for the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) Plan. As a
recreational cyclist in the area, I believe this 8.5-mile multi-use trail would provide a much-
needed, safer alternative to riding on the road between Boulder and Erie.

Currently, many cyclists share the road with vehicular traffic, which poses safety concerns for
adults and kids alike. The BERT trail would reduce the risk of accidents and make our outdoor
space more accessible to everyone. 

Thank you for your consideration of this project. I fully support the BERT Plan and look
forward to its progress.

mailto:eshvar60@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Christian Moon
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail Support
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:07:29 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I would like to express my support for the development and implementation of the BERT trail.
As a frequent commuter to Boulder, I drive the area in question almost daily. It blows my
mind to see bikers try their best to stay within the narrow shoulder and cross major roads like
hw287 where cars pass at near-highway speeds. As a cyclist, I am in full support of the health
and environmental benefits of building this trail as well. I am certain that a trail in this area
would encourage more people to engage in physical activity - especially with the proposed
trail flowing through such a beautiful corridor. I know that I would personally use the trail for
recreation and possibly commuting purposes. 

Additional reasons to support the trail would be:

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Christian Moon 

668 Brookwood Dr, Erie, CO, 80026

mailto:christian.moon18@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Elisa zaragoza
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bert trail support
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:26:10 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my strong support for the Boulder to Erie Trail (BERT) project. As a physician, I recognize
the critical importance of outdoor exercise and dedicated spaces for physical activity. Connecting communities
through safe bicycle paths not only promotes health but also significantly reduces cycling accidents, empowering
new cyclists to engage in this beneficial activity.

Currently, there is no safe route linking North Lafayette and Erie to Boulder, which limits access and safety for
cyclists. Investing in BERT will enhance community connectivity and foster a healthier, more active population.

Sincerely,

Elisa Zaragoza Macias MD
459 Lafayette, CO 80026

mailto:elizaragoza@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Brock Taute
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail Vote
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 10:45:51 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). I am a cyclist and I use our
regional trail network every week. The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling
away from traffic. We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. The
BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network. This
project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Brock Taute
2641 Westview Way,
Superior, CO 80027

mailto:btaute@alumni.stanford.edu
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Keeley Stokes
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:58:56 PM

This would be a great addition to our community and give bikers a safe place to ride. Let’s make it happen!!

Thanks,
Keeley Stokes
Boulder/Gunbarrel resident

mailto:keeley.stokes@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Ali Ternan
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:44:35 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing today to urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am a cyclist.  My husband is a cyclist.  Our young children are cyclists.  We value
the trail network Boulder County has already put in place and continue to look
forward to the expansion of those trails.  With the increased risk of riding on the
road, trails have become extremely important to allow families to safely enjoy the
sport and recreation of cycling.   We need more safe places to ride our bikes, as our
roads are too dangerous.  The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling
away from traffic.

Please make cycling safer. Please vote to build the BERT trail.

Thank you for your consideration and taking action to help keep our kids active, safe,
and on bikes.

Best,

Ali Ternan
7291 Augusta Dr.
Boulder, CO 80301

mailto:aliternan@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Jeffrey Bojar
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:39:50 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.
We bike as a family with our 4 kids and it is essential that we have safe
trails for the health and safety of our kids. We try to instill the value of
biking as transportation but we have to do so in an environment that is
safe for our kids. We cannot control the actions of drivers and the reality
is that pedestrians and cyclists are at risk due to inattentive, distracted
and hurried drivers. I strongly believe we need more extensive network of
multiuser trails throughout Boulder County to lessen our county’s negative
environmental impact locally and globally, to improve the health and well-
being of our citizens and to be ‘trailblazers’ that set the benchmark for
other counties and cities to follow suit.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Best Regards,
Jeff Bojar 
1510 Lehigh Street
Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:jbojar@gloo.us
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Angie Michalik
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:18:03 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Angie Michalik 
Louisville, CO

mailto:akoch0629@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Marci Yates
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:45:20 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Marci Yates

2655 Winding Trail Drive

Boulder 80304

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:marcierikson@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Brian Jackson
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 10:25:14 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I write today in enthusiastic support of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). As a
cyclist and father of a 10 year old cyclist our family looks forward to more options in
Boulder County for safe and dedicated trails away from cars (especially given the rise
of distracted drivers).  Boulder County staff have done a tremendous job in
developing this project, considering alternatives, making it easy and accessible, you
should support their work and analysis and approve the trail!!

THANK YOU!
Brian Jackson
810 Dearborn Pl, Boulder, CO 80303

mailto:bgjackson@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Vicki Hand
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:24:29 PM

Dear Commissioners,

I am writing to express my enthusiasm and concern for the proposed BERT
trail. As a family of avid bikers, it is exciting to see a safe and readily
available trail from Erie to Boulder. It has the potential to cut down on
carbon emissions and to promote a healthy lifestyle for residents.
Importantly, given the recent death of young cyclists, a trail like this could
be preventative.

At the same time, I believe the ecological concerns are valid. The trail is
scheduled to run through ecologically delicate and wildlife refuge areas,
which are critically important for maintaining biodiversity and our planet's
wellbeing.

I believe that it is very important for you, as commissioners, to seek out
alternate routes that promote and encourage safe biking, running and
walking, and preserve our remaining wilderness.

Sincerely,
Vicki Hand
Boulder resident

mailto:vvmhand@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Mark R
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:09:16 PM

Boulder County Commissioners,

Please SUPPORT the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and a taxpayer and I use our regional trail network regularly.

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Thank you,

Mark Riemer, Louisville 

mailto:coloradohouses@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Joseph DiRago
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:32:58 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I am a resident of Boulder County, an avid cyclist, father of two kids, and concerned
about safe bikeways. Too many cyclists are injured or killed by cars each year in
Boulder County, and the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) is one way that you,
our elected officials, can help. The trail not only provides a safe place for people to
ride their bikes, it also connects our communities at a time when housing costs are
out of control and people are moving further away from central Boulder. Please make
cycling safer and connect our communities while reducing the environmental impact
of more cars on the road. Please build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Joseph DiRago - 5327 Spotted Horse Trail, Boulder, CO 80301

-- 
joe.dirago@gmail.com

mailto:joe.dirago@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:joe.dirago@gmail.com


From: Margell Abel
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:15:32 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to
Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our
regional trail network several times
per week and help coach juniors and
this would be tremendously helpful to
have another safe place for us to
practice. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe,
dedicated space for cycling away
from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our
roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-
west link in Boulder County’s regional
trail network.

• This project will increase trips by
bike, protecting our air, water and
climate.

Please make cycling safer and build
the BERT trail.

mailto:margell.abel@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


Sincerely,  

Margell Abel

1782 Garland Lane, Boulder CO 80304



From: Carl Boni
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:11:28 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,
I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am a resident of Erie and I use our regional trail network multiple times each
week. The BERT trail will offer a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic. We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous, particularly
in east county. The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s
regional trail network, creating an artery for recreation and commuting. This project
will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Carl Boni
195 Harvest Point Drive
Erie, CO

mailto:cboni.ops@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Claire Khadakkar
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:41:21 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Claire Khadakkar

954 Gapter Rd.

Boulder, CO 80303

mailto:ckhadakkar@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Rob Fineberg
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:27:37 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week as do my three
children. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. With the
numerous deaths and injuries in the last few years between cyclists and cars
(including children), this is of utmost importance for our children’s safety. 

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Robert Fineberg
 
2217 Holyoke Dr
Boulder, CO 80305

Sent from my iPhone, please excuse any typos. 

mailto:robfineberg@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Michele Moffat
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 4:49:27 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing in strong support of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). I am a
cyclist and I use our regional trail network on a regular basis, as do my three children
and husband. We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. Last
week a friend, Kevin Carter, was killed while cycling in Evergreen on a road with cars.
We lost Magnus White on the Diagonal; Gwen Inglis in Lakewood; and Bill Davis on
Jay Road. More off road options are needed. 

The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Thank you for your consideration. 

Michele Moffat
2115 Meadow Ave
Boulder, CO 80304

mailto:michelemoffat@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Rachel Simmons
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:55:08 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.  We have lost
too many cyclists to collisions and as a mother this is my greatest fear.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 
Rachel Simmons, MD
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:drdolly27@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Stafford Marquardt
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:03:23 PM

Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express support for the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) and hope you
will vote in support on Thursday as well. This trail will save lives and enrich our community.

I am a cyclist living in Boulder and I use our regional trail network every day. It is one of the
best things of living in this city. Our trails provide a safe place for us to commute and recreate,
and raise our property values by making it an appealing place to live. 

Our roads are tragically unsafe for cyclists. We read about cyclist deaths every month in the
Daily Camera, sometimes even more often than that. It's scary riding on the roads here,
especially in the spring and fall when it gets dark earlier. Bicycle commuting should offer
massive environmental benefits by taking cars off the road, but it's simply not an option for
many residents so long as it's as dangerous as it is today.

Simply put, this trail will save lives. If we don't build this, it's only a matter of time before the
next fatal accident where a cyclist in our community was just trying to commute to work. 

Please help Boulder County continue to lead the way in modern and eco-friendly commuting
and recreation by building the BERT trail.

mailto:staffordmarquardt@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Adam Boyd
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:14:41 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my support of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) for the following
reasons:

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network several days a week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase my trips by bike rather than by car, protecting our air, water and
climate.

I live in the Willow Creek neighborhood and am an avid cyclist.  I cannot exit my neighborhood
safely via bicycle on Arapahoe rd, and use Teller Farm trail almost exclusively.  Adding in an East-
West route off of Teller Farm would help connect the safe network of trails already in progress.

During rush hour, the east-west arteries near my home (Arapahoe Rd, Valmont Rd) are
particularly congested and nerve-wracking via bicycle.  I would appreciate safe alternatives!

Thanks for all that you do!

Sincerely, 

Adam Boyd

8021 Fox Ridge Ct, Boulder

mailto:apbstats@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kimber Goedert
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 9:06:10 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). I have been riding and
training in Boulder County for the past 35+ years. During this time our roads have
become increasingly dangerous due to population growth, larger vehicles and
increased vehicle speeds. Despite these changes little is being done in our area to
protect outdoor cycling enthusiasts and commuters. 

This trail would offer safety and designated space for cyclists away from the
dangerous traffic corridors.

When I visit other cities and countries I am amazed at the cycling/pedestrian
infrastructure that other local governments are putting in place to support healthy
living, safety and decrease the amount of cars on the road. Please step up the efforts
in Boulder County and support what we need in this area by approving the BERT trail!

Kind regards, 

Kimber Goedert

4265 Vinca Ct

Boulder, CO 80304

 

mailto:goedertkimber@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Timothy D"Antonio
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT TRAIL
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:43:22 AM

Good morning,

I’m writing in support of the BERT trail - Boulder to Erie.

Thanks!
Tim D’Antonio
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:timmydantonio@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Brian Harper
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:31:27 PM

Greetings,

I am emailing to voice my enthusiastic support for the BERT trail.

Such a connection would be invaluable for both short and long term commuting in a carbon free way. My kids go to
Dawson school, which is hampered in growth efforts by transportation issues. I know of several families whose kids
would be able to bike to school on this trail.

It’s critical that the county continue to enhance our valuable trail network. While I often pinch myself at how good
the Boulder trail system is, I always qualify it with, “And it could be so much better”.

Thank you
Brian Harper

Sent from Bry’sPhone

mailto:bjharps@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Andrew Hellen
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 6:23:58 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Andrew Hellen

4189 N 57th St, Boulder, CO 80301 

mailto:ajhellen23@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Vern Hansen
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:25:59 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• Our grandson is a cyclist and uses the regional trail network
every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away
from traffic.

• Our grandchildren need safer places to ride. The roads are
simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s
regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water
and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

 
Vern Hansen
Thornton

Vern Hansen
602-820-1337 mobile

mailto:vernhansen@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
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"Once you've done the best you can do, You just tip your hat to the wild and blue, And you ride off to the west." 
High Ridin' Heroes by David Lynn Jones



From: Drew Lippa
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:50:12 AM

Hello,

I am a volunteer mountain bike coach for the Fairview High School team. We have over 100
kids using the trails two days a week from August - end of October. We strive to be courteous
and respectful to other trail users and spread out groups all around Boulder to minimize our
impact. Having an additional stretch of new trail would be great for providing safe alternatives
for some of our kids to go without having to send them on sections of road with heavy traffic. 

I support and would fully utilize the BERT trail system. 

-- 
Thanks,
Drew Lippa

mailto:lippa.drew@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Juanita McLaughlin
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:49:41 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail networks. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Juanita

Juanita McLaughlin LAc MS Dipl OM MBA
Oriental Healing clinic Inc
PO Box 4
Nederland CO 80466
303 258 9112 (W)
303 808 9119 (C)
www.orientalhealingclinic.com

mailto:juanita.mclaughlin@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/GVmyCgJDQVSwoMLQuNfAF4JCkK?domain=orientalhealingclinic.com


From: Cat Brat
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:11:15 AM

Dear Commisioners,
As a long time Boulder resident, and a Colorado cyclist, I urge you to approve the BERT trail. 
More cyclists off the roads will make a safer Colorado. I am saddened by reading about the
deaths of cyclists, such as Magnus White.  We need more places to ride away from traffic.
Thank you,
Kay Tuttle
720-339-1405
kaycat@comcast.net

mailto:bettynoire81@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:kaycat@comcast.net


From: Mary Olson
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:18:20 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

Please take advantage of this rare opportunity to provide safe passage for non
motorized users along the abandoned railroad.  There have been too many
pedestrian and cyclist deaths on our roads.  
I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).  The families and
cyclists and folks with ability devices and walkers and joggers and hikers - your
community that you serve - they deserve a safe space to recreate, commute and
simply be outdoors without the constant threat of drivers.

Sincerely, 

Mary Olson
4380 Snowberry Ct, Boulder, CO 80304

mailto:marysamolson@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Brian Murphy
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT TRAIL
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 6:28:40 PM

Attn: Boulder County Commissioners

I’m hoping your team sees the many tremendous benefits of the proposed BERT trail. Among the most important
are health and safety of riders runners and walkers.

Thank you,
Brian Murphy
(Lafayette resident, and hike /bike enthusiast)

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:bbmurphy1@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Vaishali Patel
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:06:31 PM

Boulder County Commissioners,

I am a mother of a 12 year old junior cyclist who uses the regional trail network
weekly.   I am concerned about my child’s safety riding in the Boulder area.  The
roads are too dangerous for him to ride safely.

The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. I want my
son to enjoy cycling and continue to advance his skills in a safe space. Places such as
the BERT trail are critical for junior cyclists like my son to learn how to ride in a safe
environment, away from cars.

This trail in particular is critical because it links the east and west parts of Boulder’s
regional trail network, expanding where cyclists like my son can ride. 

In addition to adding to safe spaces for cycling the BERT trail adds a crucial east-west
link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

I don’t want my son to be another statistic in fatal or injured cyclists in Boulder.

Please make cycling safer for our children and support building the BERT trail.

Best regards,

Vaishali Patel

804 Dewey Ave, Boulder, CO 80304

 
 

mailto:vaishali.patel.1@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Tait Rees
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bert Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:39:39 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• Boulder County has a real shortage of cycling specific routes and The BERT trail
offers just that, a safe dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Tait Rees 
3775 23rd Street,
Boulder, CO 80304

mailto:taitrees@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Denise
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 9:28:14 PM

﻿To Boukder County Commissioners,

﻿ I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).
I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. The BERT trail offers a
safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. With the continued increasing
cyclists deaths, I can not possibly understand why this plan would not be supported
by these two cities. 
Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.
Thank you,
Denise Carroll
5476 Blackhawk rd
Boulder CO 80303
720-985-6552

mailto:denursecarroll@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kyle Morse
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT trail: Let"s go!
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:41:11 PM

To whom it may concern,

I'd like to voice my support for the proposed BERT trail.  I live in Gunbarrel and am a regular
bicycle commuter because of the excellent trail network already available.  This trail would
open that same option I have to many of the folks living farther east, helping to alleviate rush
hour traffic and overall car trips.  

It would also make a lovely recreational loop with the existing Teller and White Rocks trails.

Please prioritize and approve the building of this trail!

Sincerely,
Kyle Morse
6688 Drew Ranch Ln, Boulder, CO 80301

mailto:kyle.r.morse@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Sandrew.Bailey
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:25:29 AM

I wholeheartedly support the proposed bike trail connecting Boulder with Erie.
-Drew Bailey

mailto:sandrew.bailey@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kristin Gablehouse
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 8:41:45 PM

I am strongly in favor of the proposed Boulder to Erie regional trail. I’ve frequently ridden
along Arapaho or Valmont and wished there was a safer east/west bike route in the area.
Please consider approving this project.
Kristin Gablehouse 

mailto:kristin.gablehouse@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Elliott Saslow
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:16:33 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I’m reaching out today not just as a member of the Boulder cycling community, but as someone deeply
invested in the future of safe, accessible, and sustainable cycling in our region. This Thursday, October 24,
the vote on the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) will shape the way we connect and protect our
community for generations to come.

The proposed BERT trail is more than just an 8.5-mile multi-use path between Boulder and Erie; it’s a
lifeline for safe and responsible cycling. Starting near Valmont and 61st Street, it winds through open
spaces and farmland, offering a dirt surface path away from the dangers of heavy traffic. This isn’t just
another trail—it’s a vital connection for cyclists like myself who regularly use and depend on safe,
dedicated spaces for exercise, transportation, and peace of mind.

As someone who rides thousands of miles a year, I’ve seen firsthand how important off-road routes are,
especially ones like BERT, which offer scenic, serene travel between Valmont Bike Park, Teller Farm, and
Erie. It mirrors the beauty and utility of the Coal Creek Trail, providing a much-needed east-west link in
Boulder County’s regional trail system. With traffic incidents involving cyclists on the rise, the urgency for
safe alternatives like BERT cannot be overstated.

I understand there is opposition due to wildlife concerns, but trails like these can coexist with nature. With
thoughtful design and careful planning, we can minimize impacts while offering a safe, eco-friendly option
for cyclists, families, and outdoor enthusiasts.

Thank you for helping us create a space where we can all ride safely, protect our environment, and build a
stronger community through this pivotal project.

Best regards,
Elliott Saslow
5405 White Pl
Boulder, CO 80303

mailto:saslow.elliott@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Joanie Andersen
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:14:14 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners

Can you please do me a really big favor at this time and join me in the desire to have support for BERT
As a volunteer first responder safe commuting and recreating is at the top of my priority list for our strong active
community.

Thank you

Joan Andersen

mailto:805joanie@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: MARK_CATHY STOKAN
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 6:51:08 AM

Please include my name in support of BERT.

Thank You

Mark Stokan

mailto:mstokan@msn.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Tom Barth
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:24:08 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,
Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).
Our community has has high usage rates for trails and we need safe routes
that are off our roadways. The BERT trail would be an important east-west link in
Boulder County’s regional trail network. The impact would be environmentally
positive, as the proposed route is near existing roads, minimizing impact on wildlife,
but separated, encouraging bike trips and reducing vehicle use.

Please approve building the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 
Tom Barth
3055 Stanford Ave
Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:bartoman123@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Karen Tourian
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 4:08:15 PM

Dear Commissioners:

I am a cyclist who rides all over Boulder County. 

Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). East West trails for biking are needed
to help cyclists avoid dangerous roads. There are too many distracted drivers these days, so protected
bike paths and trails are essential. Cyclists need a link between central and east Boulder County, and
with such access, more bike trips and fewer car trips will be possible, helping the environment.

Kind regards,

Karen Tourian
258 Cougar Dr
Boulder, CO 80302

mailto:ktourian@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Tom Biggi
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 7:26:29 PM

I am writing to express my support for the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) Plan. As an
occasional recreational cyclist in the area, I believe this multi-use trail would provide a much-
needed, safer alternative to riding on the road between Boulder and Erie.

Many cyclists share the road with motor vehicle traffic, which poses safety concerns for non-
motorized traffic. The BERT trail would reduce the risk of accidents and make outdoor space
more accessible.

Thank you for your consideration of this project. I fully support the BERT Plan and look
forward to its progress.

Tom Biggi
303-882-1565  cell
303-979-3763  home

mailto:biggi@awdboost.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Nathan Susnow
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 7:43:08 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week and commute by bike to work 4-5
days/week. Feel free to check my strava or check strava hotspots in general to see the high use of our
dangerous east west highways by cyclists.

Every year I have to read in the news about pedestrians and cyclists being hospitalized or dying when
struck by cars on baseline and Arapahoe. Just a few weeks ago a friend of our daughters was hit and
severely injured crossing baseline in a dedicated crosswalk. The more we can ride trails the less likely we
are to be struck by a car, and the more people will be willing to commute by bike.

The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling/hiking/running away from traffic.

The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate, and would support both
Boulders Vision Zero and climate goals. 

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Nathan Susnow

mailto:nsusnow@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Jamie
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:12:53 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. My
good friend Bill Davis was killed while riding in Boulder, and me myself
was also almost killed. 

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional
trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and
climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

 
James Servaites
3271 6th st
Boulder CO 80304

mailto:jamie.servaites@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Josh Whitney
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:18:30 PM

﻿
I strongly support the BERT, a proposed 8.5 multi-use trail between Boulder and Erie. The
route would start near Valmont and 61st St, and travel all the way to the Erie. It would be dirt
surface, and located in open space and farm land, similar to the Coal Creek Trail. Much of it
would be located next to an abandoned rail line that roughly parallels Valmont Road (but
away from the road.) It connects Valmont Bike Park, passes White Rocks/Teller Farm, and
goes all the way to Erie.

The trail would provide an incredibly valuable cycling route away from dangerous traffic. Our
roads are increasingly a risky place to recreate where cyclists get run over and killed by
drivers. This trail will expand / link a network  trails and protected lanes for pedestrians and
cyclists of all kinds to recreate safely. 

Josh Whitney 
1014 Utica Circle
80304

mailto:joshcwhitney@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Karl Beshore
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:33:31 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

 
Karl Beshore
1628 Stones Peak Drive 
Longmont, Co

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:karl.beshore@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Michael Le Desma
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 7:23:18 PM

Dear Commissioners:

I am writing to offer my support for the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail. I understand that
the proposed alignment travels through sensitive, high-value habitat, but the evidence that a
path of this kind would have an adverse impact on wildlife population is speculative at best. It
may make good sense to prevent dogs from using the path or requiring that dogs be on leash,
but there is no evidence that paths of this kind otherwise disturb birds, frogs, butterflies, or
fireflies in any meaningful way. By contrast, we know with certainty that cyclists and
pedestrians, whether exercising or commuting, are dying on our roadways every year. A path
like BERT promises to eliminate those risks for those traveling between Boulder and Erie.
Moreover, we are also facing a climate catastrophe that can be meaningfully addressed by
transitioning away from automobiles. We should be taking every opportunity to make cycling
safer, easier, and more direct because climate change poses a much greater threat to these wild
places than cyclists on a dirt path ever could.

Sincerely,

Michael Le Desma

mailto:michael.g.ledesma@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kirk Washburn
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:50:52 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

Please consider that Boulder county is really falling behind so many other cities and
regions in terms of availability of mountain biking trails. This means, people have to
get in their cars to drive to mountain biking trails. Not a great look.

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Kirk Washburn

 
Kirk Washburn
5476 Blackhawk Rd, Boulder, CO 80303
--

mailto:kirkwashburn@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Janice Law
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 7:00:29 PM

Hello,

I just heard about this proposed tail from Boulder to Erie. I’m 69 and still enjoy riding my bike
on the Marshall Mesa trails but at my age I would love to have some easier options in my
future. This trail sounds perfect. Please vote in favor.

Thank you for your time,
Janice Law

mailto:janicenortonlaw@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Mackenzie McClaskey
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:14:50 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) this Thursday.

I am a cyclist who lives in Erie and commutes to Boulder and the BERT trail would provide
me and my family a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. We need safer places
to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous, especially riding in from Erie to Boulder where
there are countless driveways, difficult streets to cross and minimal shoulders.

Additionally, this project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate. This
is extremely important to me.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,
Mackenzie McClaskey
1119 Northview Dr, Erie, CO 80516

mailto:mackenzielfernandez@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Julie Emmerman
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 4:33:09 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic.

• We need safe places to ride, both on roads and other options separated
from traffic. Our roads are simply too dangerous. Too many cyclists are
struck and killed in this town!

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional
trail network. There are no safe ways to go East -west!

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and
climate. We need to be less dependent on cars for the health of our
planet including our selves. 

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Julie 

Dr Julie Emmerman

Julie Emmerman, Psy.D. 
Specializing in Athletes and Performance
350 Baseline Suite 102
Boulder, Colorado 80305
Phone: 720.839.7350
Email: JulieEmmerman@gmail.com
Web: www.JulieEmmerman.com

mailto:julieemmerman@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:JulieEmmerman@gmail.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/sFViCwpyR8fVwG6xuqhgFJrotr?domain=julieemmerman.com


From: Angela Haas
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:31:49 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. We bike as
a family with our 4 kids and it is essential that we have safe trails for the health and
safety of our kids. We try to instill the value of biking as transportation but we have
to do so in an environment that is safe for our kids. We cannot control the actions of
drivers and the reality is that pedestrians and cyclists are at risk due to inattentive,
distracted and hurried drivers. I strongly believe we need more extensive network of
multiuser trails throughout Boulder County to lessen our county’s negative
environmental impact locally and globally, to improve the health and well-being of
our citizens and to be ‘trailblazers’ that set the benchmark for other counties and
cities to follow suit.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 
Angela Haas

1510 Lehigh Street
Boulder, CO 80305

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:angelahaas1@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Karen Vogt
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 9:56:09 AM

Hi!

I want to let you know that I support the BERT area trails that are being considered.  Riding bikes is a fun, healthy,
good way to get around town.  Being away from the road enhances this for both fun and safety. Increasing the trails
that are away from the road benefits the biker and the drivers on the road.

Please consider supporting this valuable contribution to our community.

Karen Vogt
5395 Centennial Trail
Boulder

mailto:2kavogt@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Dave Britt
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 4:55:55 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

David Britt 

2380 Hillsdale Way

Boulder, CO 80303

﻿
Sent from a mobile device. Please excuse any typos or concision. 

mailto:daveybritt@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Nathan Susnow
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 7:43:08 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week and commute by bike to work 4-5
days/week. Feel free to check my strava or check strava hotspots in general to see the high use of our
dangerous east west highways by cyclists.

Every year I have to read in the news about pedestrians and cyclists being hospitalized or dying when
struck by cars on baseline and Arapahoe. Just a few weeks ago a friend of our daughters was hit and
severely injured crossing baseline in a dedicated crosswalk. The more we can ride trails the less likely we
are to be struck by a car, and the more people will be willing to commute by bike.

The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling/hiking/running away from traffic.

The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate, and would support both
Boulders Vision Zero and climate goals. 

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Nathan Susnow

mailto:nsusnow@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Mara Rose Hausler
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 9:17:28 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional
trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and
climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Mara Hausler

Boulder, CO

mailto:mara.hausler@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Sarah S
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:31:15 PM

I am in full support of the BERT project. It will provide a safe way for me to bike to work
from Erie to Boulder, which is currently unsafe. With increased deaths due to car-bike
collisions the sooner this is available for users the better. Additionally, it will serve as a
recreational outlet, hopefully serving to reduce impacts to car travel and increase bike safety. 

Furthermore, based on over a decade working in environmental consulting, the impacts to
wildlife, especially vulnerable species, will be minimal to none based on current land
use practices and placement of the trail in the preferred alignment.  

Sarah Schlosser
1112 Telleen Ave, Erie, CO 80516

mailto:skfoodie77@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Todd DeBoom
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 6:59:38 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to ask that you please support the Boulder to Erie Regional trail (BERT). I am from an entire family of
cyclist and we all ride the regional trail network every week. From riding to and from work, for high school
mountain bike practice to junior team training to riding to the store for dinner.  There are too many unsafe roads now
with too many distracted drivers.  We need safe places to ride and commute, away from cars, separate from cars.. I
understand that the impacts of wildlife are a concern in your decision. Couldn’t a trial trail be ridden for a period of
time  or trail closers during concerns of wildlife impact be considered?  The decision to open this trail could save
lives.  Please give it a chance,

Sincerely,

Todd De Boom
1440 Hawthorn Ave
Boulder, CO

mailto:tmdeboom@mac.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Jonathan Conley
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:39:42 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I live in Louisville and use regional bike paths as a major means of transportation
when possible.

• Specifically on bike paths, I travel long distances >10miles regularly to run errands.

• I limit use of on-road bike lanes on high speed, high traffic or multi-lane roads for
long distances because I don't feel safe.

• The environmental impact of bike paths is less than the impact of adding additional
roads

• More extensive networks of safer bike routes via paths is necessary to enable
others to shift to bike transportation

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Thank you,

 
Jonathan Conley
186 Jackson Dr, Louisville, CO 80027

mailto:conley.jj@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Bill Rawsky
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder - Erie Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:35:10 AM

Boulder County Commissioners,

As a longtime cyclist in Boulder County, I am strongly in favor of the
proposed trail from Boulder to Erie.  I have ridden between Boulder and
Erie many dozens of  times over the years.  In recent years, the
incidents in which I've survived near-misses from distracted, careless,
or just plain mean-spirited drivers has steadily increased.  A
bicycle/hiking trail that provides a separation from vehicular traffic
is sorely needed for the safety of the many hundreds of cyclists, both
resident and visitors, in Boulder County.  The proposed trails are much
less of a danger to wildlife along its intended path than the increased
high-speed traffic on the county roads, which often significantly
exceeds posted speed limits.

Sincerely,

Bill Rawsky
4840 Thunderbird Drive, Apt. 486
Boulder, CO 80303

mailto:bill@alpenhiker.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Tom Bonan
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder <> Erie Bike Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 12:00:26 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my strong support for the Boulder to Erie (BERT) multi-use trail
project. I believe that this project will have significant positive impacts on our community and
the surrounding environment.

Bicycling commuting is a sustainable and healthy transportation option. The BERT trail would
provide a safe and convenient alternative to driving, reducing traffic congestion, improving air
quality, and promoting physical activity. By encouraging more people to bike to work or
school, we can reduce our reliance on fossil fuels and contribute to a healthier, more
sustainable future.

I personally would bike this route more frequently if a direct route were available, but
currently often do not due to the lack of a direct route between Boulder and Erie that can avoid
Arapahoe and other roads with small to non-existent shoulders. I compare this to my
commutes between Superior/Boulder and Superior/Erie where there are direct bike routes, and
I do not have to worry about my safety or lack of time when choosing to bike over driving to
my destination.

I believe that the BERT trail is a worthwhile investment in our community. It will provide a
valuable recreational resource, promote sustainable transportation, and protect our
environment. I urge you to support this project and move forward with its construction.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Tom Bonan, Superior, Colorado

mailto:tombonan018@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kim Riemer
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder Erie bike trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 7:34:48 PM

please support the BERT trail. We desperately need more routes that are off the road for our large cycling
community. The roads have become too crowded with distracted drivers. As a Mother of an aspiring cyclist and a
cyclist myself I have seen the dangers first hand and I don’t want any more cyclist to die. As we can’t control
individual driver actions we need to provide safe cycling options for riders. The impact cyclist have on wildlife is a
fraction of what the impact of cars have. Please make safe cycling your priority.  Do not let this opportunity get
passed up.
Thank you
Kim Riemer
Cyclist,Mom and coach.

mailto:runningkim@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: John Massone
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:13:58 PM

Dear County Commissioners,

I am writing in support of the proposed Boulder Erie Regional Trail (BERT). Like many, I use the trails around
Boulder County regularly, and find myself needing to use the roads in some areas. Riding alongside of traffic
constitutes considerable risk to cyclists (sadly accidents regularly support this concern) and can slow traffic. Having
this proposed link would offer a far safer route and expand cycling, running and walking options in the county.

I urge you to please approve the BERT as a matter of public safety and a way to significantly improve our trail
system.

Sincerely,
John Massone

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:jmassone@hotmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Laura McCalmon
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder Erie Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 8:41:57 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

Everyone in my family rides a bike. My husband rides 100-150 miles a week, my kids
ride their bikes to school every day, and they both also train and go on longer rides a
couple times a week as well.  I enjoy outdoor rides on the weekends. 

That said, the roads are dangerous. My husband, while out on a lunch ride, was hit by
a vehicle that ran a stop sign at Cherryvale and Baseline and he was in the hospital
for two months. Nobody deserves what my family had to go through. And everybody
deserves to have access to safe ways to ride their bikes. The BERT trail offers a safe,

dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. We need safer places to ride. Our roads
are simply too dangerous. I want my 10 and 13 year-olds to be able to enjoy riding
their bikes for many years to come and I want to know there are safe places for them
to go out and safely pedal. 

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Laura McCalmon

599 Aztec Drive, Boulder

 

mailto:lmmccalmon@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: John Degnan
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie "BERT" Regional Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 2:13:21 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my strong support for the Boulder to Erie (BERT) multi-use trail
project. I believe that this project will have significant positive impacts on our community and
the surrounding environment.

Bicycling commuting is a sustainable and healthy transportation option. The BERT trail would
provide a safe and convenient alternative to driving, reducing traffic congestion, improving air
quality, and promoting physical activity. By encouraging more people to bike to work or
school, we can reduce our reliance on fossil fuels and contribute to a healthier, more
sustainable future.

In addition to the benefits for human health, the BERT trail would also have positive impacts
on wildlife. Studies have shown that well-designed and managed trails can coexist peacefully
with wildlife. By providing designated areas for recreation, we can help to reduce the impact
of human activities on sensitive habitats.

I urge you to reject the claims that a multi-use trail would harm wildlife. These claims are
often based on misinformation and do not reflect the scientific evidence. With proper planning
and mitigation measures, the BERT trail can be built in a way that minimizes its impact on the
environment.

I believe that the BERT trail is a worthwhile investment in our community. It will provide a
valuable recreational resource, promote sustainable transportation, and protect our
environment. I urge you to support this project and move forward with its construction.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely, 

John Degnan

1107 Mountain Dr Unit A Longmont, CO 80503

mailto:jpdegnan@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Joseph Hellen
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Bike Path
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:22:45 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional
trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and
climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

I am a part of the boulder high MTB team and a former member of BJC, the addition
of bike paths away from roads is very important for our younger riders safety. 
Sincerely, Joey 

Joseph Hellen 
4189 north 57th st 
(775)-997-8135

mailto:joeyhellen31@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Brady Van Matre
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Bike Trail _SUPPORT!
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:09:05 PM

I am an avid recreational and commuting cyclist, which is to say, I use my bike for transportation and
feel good about reducing my carbon footprint this way.  If a trail connected the Valmont bike park to
Erie, I would use it a lot.  As a cyclist, I think the changes to East baseline are poorly conceived.  Yes,
the bike lane next to the road is better than it was, but who cares?  A way better, separate path is
only a little ways north of Baseline.  We have a great network of paved and gravel paths, there aren’t
many places I can’t get to without riding on surface streets.  I utilize the bike paths and not the roads
with bike paths whenever possible.  Putting a bike lane on some road to get us to and from Erie will
increase traffic congestion, make motorists mad, and have conflicts between cars and bikes.  A
separate bike path, like this one proposed to Erie, keeps cars and bikes separate.  This is better, lets
build it! 
“Environmental” concerns about a bike path next to White Rocks are overblown.  The trail can be
built without impacting wildlife.
 
Let’s build the path!
 
Brady Van Matre

mailto:brady@vanmatreconstruction.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Jeff Dale
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie bike trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:14:09 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail.

I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network regularly. 

The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.  As you know,
we need safer places to ride. 

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Jeff Dale
 2844 Grand Lake Dr
Lafayette 

 Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

mailto:jeff.dale@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/NgRgCR6K5rH0MMVjI9fjF1JYY6?domain=mail.onelink.me


From: Andrew Holliday
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Cycling Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 12:04:09 PM

Voicing my support for this initiative. 

Thanks!

Andrew Holliday | Special Sauce
SpecialSauceBranding.com
720.791.3271
andrew@specialsaucebranding.com

Get better at marketing every week... 
https://specialsaucebranding.com/the-recipe/

mailto:andrew@specialsaucebranding.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/L-kWCpYoX6iOVWmLfPf1FGmmQ_?domain=specialsaucebranding.com/


From: Drew Griffith
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie multi-use trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:24:39 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my strong support for the Boulder to Erie (BERT) multi-use trail
project. As a weekly user of our multi-use trails in the area, I believe that this project will have
significant positive impacts on our community and the surrounding environment.

Bicycling commuting is a sustainable and healthy transportation option. The BERT trail would
provide a safe and convenient alternative to driving, reducing traffic congestion, improving air
quality, and promoting physical activity. By encouraging more people to bike to work or
school, we can reduce our reliance on fossil fuels and contribute to a healthier, more
sustainable future.

In addition to the benefits for human health, the BERT trail would also have positive impacts
on wildlife. Studies have shown that well-designed and managed trails can coexist peacefully
with wildlife. By providing designated areas for recreation, we can help to reduce the impact
of human activities on sensitive habitats.

I urge you to reject the claims that a multi-use trail would harm wildlife. These claims are
often based on misinformation and do not reflect the scientific evidence. With proper planning
and mitigation measures, the BERT trail can be built in a way that minimizes its impact on the
environment.

I believe that the BERT trail is a worthwhile investment in our community. It will provide a
valuable recreational resource, promote sustainable transportation, and protect our
environment. I urge you to support this project and move forward with its construction.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely, 

Drew Griffith

325 Maggie St, Longmont CO 80501

818-850-3739

mailto:griffith.d05@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Chris Hoffman
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Thursday, September 5, 2024 4:21:49 PM
Attachments: BERT trail letter to commissioners.docx

Dear Commissioners Levy, Loachamin, and Stolzmann,

            I am very concerned that the current proposed route of this trail disrupts a
large swath of critical wildlife habitats and rare cultural sites, in violation of both the
spirit and letter of the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan.

            I strongly support the creation of trails and bikeways for recreation and for
cutting down on vehicular miles.  But carving up critical wildlife habitats, rare plant
communities, archaeological sites, and cultural sites is not the way to go about this. 
Once these areas are gone, they are irretrievably gone.

            Worldwide, the current rate of extinction of species is estimated at 100 to
1,000 times higher than natural background extinction rates.  Boulder County should
not be contributing to that, especially when better options exist.

            I support the letter sent to you by Steven Jones (also attached here).

I am writing to ask you to direct staff to take a second, more detailed look at
options for rerouting this trail corridor door well south of the of the railway tracks
between White Rocks Trail (800 m west of 95th St.) and 58th street.

Thank you for considering this.

With all best wishes,

            Chris Hoffman

Chris Hoffman
1280 Fairfield Drive
Boulder, CO  80305    USA
303-513-3621 (mobile)
www.hoopandtree.org
poetry books: Cairns, Realization Point, On the Way, and Son of the Earth
nonfiction: The Hoop and the Tree: A Compass for Finding a Deeper Relationship with All Life
20th anniversary edition, revised and expanded

mailto:ecobard@aol.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/PVTFCmZ0MVHPEJEnsGfxCRwbTo?domain=hoopandtree.org

2 September, 2024



Dear Commissioners Levy, Loachamin, and Stolzmann,



I was deeply saddened to learn that Boulder County does, indeed, intend to run the BERT regional trail through the heart of the Boulder Creek floodplain valley. When this trail corridor was first proposed 40 years ago, quite a few of us didn't bother to comment, assuming that it was a pipe dream that would never be approved by Boulder County Parks and Open Space or Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks. We believed then and believe now that running a regional commuter trail through or along the boundaries of designated Critical Wildlife Habitats, Rare Plant Communities, and Cultural and Historical sites would be in direct violation of stated goals and policies in the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan.



Foothills floodplains are among the most endangered ecosystems in Colorado; they also support very high levels of biodiversity along with multiple species of special concern, ranging from locally imperiled nesting northern harriers to locally rare buckeye butterflies.



Native mammals and charismatic raptors thrived historically in the Boulder Creek floodplain valley, including bison, which have yet to be reintroduced to Boulder County; river otters, now imperiled in Boulder County; white-tailed jackrabbits, recently extirpated from the plains of Boulder County; and long-eared owls, now locally rare. 



Rare cultural and archaeological sites, all considered sacred by Native American peoples, are scattered across the floodplain valley. Recognizing this natural and cultural bounty, drafters of the Environmental Resources Element of the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan applied a number of designations to the valley. These include Critical Wildlife Habitats, Rare Plant Communities, Archaeological Sites, and Cultural Sites.



The Environmental Resources Element of the Comprehensive Plan acknowledges "our responsibility to ensure that native ecosystems and their native species populations continue to exist and flourish within Boulder County" (ERE-1.03). The designations within the plan, based on thorough studies of local wildlife and plant populations, set standards that must be followed if we are to live up to this commitment.



Several of the rare plant designations within the floodplain valley resulted from studies at the White Rocks State Natural Area, a dramatic outcrop of Fox Hills and Laramie Sandstone that supports several locally rare plants. Caves within the White Rocks support nesting barn owls (Boulder County rare) and may have once served to shelter human inhabitants of the valley.



The critical wildlife habitat designations within the floodplain evolved from documentation of more than a dozen Boulder County vertebrate species of special concern living there. Much of that research was completed by Boulder County Nature Association and Boulder County Audubon naturalists working in cooperation with Boulder Parks and Open Space staff.



At least half of the currently mapped regional trail route between 61st St. and 95th St. passes through or along the boundaries of County designated Critical Wildlife Habitat, City designated Habitat Conservation Areas, or both. The goal for protecting these sites in the Environmental Resources Element states:



Boulder County shall conserve and preserve Environmental Resources including its unique and distinctive natural features, biodiversity, and ecosystems through protection and restoration in recognition of the irreplaceable character of such resources and their importance to the quality of life in Boulder County (Boulder County Comprehensive Plan, ER-4).



Regarding Critical Wildlife Habitat, the plan states: 



Areas designated as Critical Wildlife Habitat are considered rare, irreplaceable or difficult to replace, and are essential to the conservation and preservation of wildlife in Boulder County (ER-3).



Designated areas that the trail would pass through include:



1. Critical Wildlife Habitat at Sawhill Ponds. This habitat protects nesting ospreys (Boulder County isolated and restricted), American bitterns (isolated and restricted), least bitterns (Boulder County rare), and green herons (Boulder County rare), along with a significant tallgrass prairie remnant that supports a robust firefly population and the highest concentration of breeding monarch butterflies I've observed within Boulder County.



2. Critical Wildlife Habitat within White Rocks Natural Area. This area protects cultural sites and rare plant communities, along with marshlands and riparian woodlands that support nesting American bitterns (Boulder County isolated), ospreys (isolated and restricted), bald eagles (isolated and restricted), and northern harriers (Boulder County imperiled); as well as the largest documented northern leopard frog breeding population within Boulder County (Will Keeley, Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks, pers. comm.).



3. Archaeologically Sensitive Site. This designation applies to the White Rocks and surrounding habitats.



4. The White Rocks/Gunbarrel Environmental Conservation Area. This designation encompasses most of the lower Boulder Creek floodplain valley.



Finally, and vitally important, the lower Boulder Creek floodplain valley is a sacred home to the Arapaho and Cheyenne people, who still legally own all the land within the valley. Late nineteenth-century paintings by European-American artists show Arapaho villages in similar settings along the east slope of the Rocky Mountains. When we visited the valley with local Arapaho and Cheyenne tribal representatives, one told us simply, "Yes, this is where we lived."



Running a significant commuter trail through the heart of the valley would likely eliminate any future opportunity to restore significant portions of these lands to their rightful owners.



It would be extremely helpful if you could instruct staff to take a second, more detailed look at options for rerouting this trail corridor door well south of the of the railway tracks between White Rocks Trail (800 m west of 95th St.) and 58th street.



Sincerely,



Steve Jones



Stephen R. Jones, wildlife consultant, teacher and volunteer coordinator

Boulder County Audubon, Boulder Rights of Nature, Boulder County Nature Association, Right Relationship Boulder

303-579-3620; curlewsj@comcast.net

Author/co-author: The Last Prairie, a Sandhills Journal; Nourishing Waters, Comforting Sky; Peterson Field Guide to the North American Prairie; Butterflies of the Colorado Front Range; Wild Boulder County.
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Nineteenth century painting of Arapaho village in Rocky Mountain floodplain valley
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From: Jeff Buzzell
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:33:10 AM

Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).  As an avid cyclist and parent of an
avid cyclist, I am keenly aware of the need to provide safe recreational and travel routes
around our area for cyclists and pedestrians.  Motor vehicle traffic is constantly increasing and
drivers are increasingly distracted.  Providing separation between cyclists and motorists
improves safety for everyone.

Improving accessibility and connectivity for bicycles will have a positive impact on both the
environment and our community.  Reduced motor vehicle trips improve our air quality
benefitting both residents and wildlife.  Every opportunity to encourage more bicycle usage is
a win for Colorado.

Thank you for your attention.

Jeff Buzzell
Broomfield.

mailto:jeffbuzz@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Dominick Morone
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:51:10 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 
Dominick Morone
145 S Fillmore Avenue
Louisville, CO 80027

mailto:dominick_morone@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kevin Riddleberger
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 9:33:08 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and runner and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• We need to promote nature activity driving toward improved mental and physical
health of Boulder County residents.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Kevin Riddleberger
1555 Spring Creek Crossing
Lafayette, CO 80026

mailto:kriddleberger@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Rick Cross
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:35:24 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my strong support for the Boulder to Erie
Regional Trail (BERT) project. As a dedicated cyclist and frequent
user of Boulder County's trail network, I understand firsthand the
vital importance of expanding our safe cycling infrastructure.

The proposed BERT trail would provide a crucial east-west connection
in our regional trail network, offering cyclists a dedicated path away
from increasingly congested roadways. In an era where cycling
fatalities continue to rise on our roads, this protected trail would
create a safe haven for cyclists of all abilities – from daily
commuters to families enjoying weekend rides.

Beyond safety, this project aligns perfectly with Boulder County's
commitment to environmental stewardship. By encouraging more people to
choose cycling for transportation and recreation, BERT will help
reduce vehicle emissions, improve air quality, and support our climate
action goals. The trail would also enhance our community's quality of
life, providing opportunities for outdoor recreation and alternative
transportation.

Our region's cycling community has long advocated for safer east-west
connections. The BERT trail represents a visionary solution that will
serve Boulder County residents for generations to come. I strongly
urge you to support this essential infrastructure project.

Sincerely,

Richard Cross
3635 19th St.
Boulder, CO 80304

mailto:cross.rick@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Todd Walsh
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:14:13 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Todd Walsh

Todd Walsh, CCIM
Market Real Estate | marketboulder.com
303-444-5040 | todd@marketboulder.com
Connect: Instagram | Facebook | LinkedIn
More: Let's Grab Coffee

mailto:todd@marketboulder.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Lw0BC4xvYDH9DWK0cVtEF4mfVU?domain=marketboulder.com
mailto:todd@marketboulder.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/mGQxCZ6GmDH8kR94czfRFBxKp5?domain=instagram.com/
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/r4KxC1wpBzfBPmNzfGhmFVFjG1?domain=facebook.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/BtGLC2kq1AtZBGzlhBi6F5d-sw?domain=linkedin.com/
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/975eC31rK0f9yMzAcDsOFQYFtH?domain=calendar.app.google


From: Kenny Kubala
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 7:09:18 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing in support of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail.  In the past year we have seen
too many unnecessary fatalities between cyclists and motorized vehicles in Boulder County.
The creation of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail will move these vulnerable road users onto
a safe route off of our dangerous roads.  Please support building the Boulder to Erie Regional
Trail, in my view, lives literally depend on it.

Best regards,
Kenneth Kubala

mailto:kenny.kubala@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kirk Olson
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:47:29 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every DAY. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Kirk Olson

 
Kirk Olson
4100 Wild Horse Dr.
Broomfield, CO 80023

mailto:olsonjkirk@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Koel Thomae
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:18:33 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Koel Thomae

3775 23rd St.
Boulder, CO 80304
 

mailto:koelbird@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Bill Pedler
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:49:38 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

The impact to wildlife will be minimal and negligible. Much less than rail or vehicular traffic.
Cyclists really do get along with wildlife! 

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

William H. Pedler
President/Geological Engineer
 
 
Realtime Aquifer Services (RAS, Inc.)
Aquifer Characterization and Monitoring
Borehole Geophysics, Hydrophysics and Hydrogeologic Testing

Calif. - 559-590-0555
office - 303-526-4432
Colorado - 303-517-0509
www.rasinc.org

 
 
RESTRICTED CONFIDENTIAL EMAIL
The information in this e-mail message, and any attachment hereto, is confidential and for the
sole use of the intended recipient(s) to whom it is addressed. This message may contain
information that is confidential, privileged or exempt from disclosure under applicable law.
Any unauthorized review, use disclosure, printing, storing, copying, or  distribution is strictly
prohibited. Any attempts to intercept this message are in violation of the Electronic
Communications Act (ECPA). All violators are subject to fines, imprisonment, civil damages,

mailto:bpedler@rasinc.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
tel:303-526-4432;202
tel:303-517-0509
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/kLEHCXDXkAfD8YpjTVh6FWg0ob?domain=rasinc.org/


or both. If you are not the intended recipient, please immediately contact the sender by reply e-
mail and destroy all copies of the original message. We cannot guarantee that our messages
are free from infection and accept no liability for any damage sustained as a result of viruses. 



From: Tim Smith
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 12:56:12 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

My family (wife and two boys), and I are avid cyclists, and we believe that the BERT
creates a very safe, E-W pathway to add connectivity within the Boulder Valley

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Tim Smith

mailto:timjjsmith@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Dave Poulton
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 5:24:48 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,
 
David Poulton
847-456-5022

mailto:dave@poultongroup.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Justin Naab
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:16:32 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

My family and I use our regional trail network every week. The BERT trail will offer a
safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. The BERT trail
would add a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 
Justin Naab

mailto:jwnaab@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Katelyn FitzGerald
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:58:25 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

As a recreational and commuter cyclist, this project is important to me personally and
would provide tremendous benefit to the broader community.

In particular, this trail would offer a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic and a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,
Katelyn FitzGerald

mailto:fitzgeraldkatelyna@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Rich Howarth
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:27:00 PM

Hello,

We wanted to email you before the vote tomorrow and let you know that we fully support the Boulder to Erie
Regional Trail (BERT).  It would be absolutely fantastic to have a trail from Boulder to Erie.  My wife and I, and
our family, have been enjoying the Boulder (City and County) trails for more than three decades.  It is the reason we
moved to Boulder and continue to love it here.

I know landowners will always oppose anything in their backyard and often use wildlife, noise and other
justifications to shut things down.  Please also consider the rest of us. 

Thank You,
Rich Howarth & Staci McDaniel
450 Utica Ave
Boulder, Colorado. 80304

mailto:richhowarth1@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Sandor Dornbush
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:18:56 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 
The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.
We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.
The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.
This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

It pains me to see others who pit this smart development against marginal wildlife protection. We
as a society must realize that the only way we as a society and the wildlife we care for survive is
by building climate smart. Shutting down this pathway is small minded Nimbyism. It will only force
more people into cars which will ultimately hurt the wildlife some claim to protect. The bottom line
is small wildlife sanctuaries are useless against a rapidly changing climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Sandor Dornbush

 2505 23rd St, Boulder, CO 80304

mailto:sandor.dornbush@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Ann Janis
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:24:53 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). This would provide a safe place for
cyclists to ride, away from cars. My son and husband are avid cyclists so this is important to
our family. The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network. Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Ann Janis
(a Boulder County resident for the past 16 years)

mailto:ann.janis@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Chris Andersen
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:49:01 PM

To whom it may concern,

I am writing about my interest in the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). This trail
removes cars from the roads, minimizing the burden on our infrastructure without
polluting the environment.  The train supports good health for the Boulder and Erie
communities.  Finally, the trail removes cyclists from the roads where we have had far
too many injuries and deaths.  

Please vote YES for the  Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)

Best Regards, 
Chris Andersen
312-785-6788
chris.p.andersen@gmail.com

mailto:chris.p.andersen@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:chris.p.andersen@gmail.com


From: Timothy Gallagher
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 12:17:56 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Best regards, 
Tim

mailto:timothygallagher45@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Christiaan van Woudenberg
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) Plan Public Comment
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:11:58 AM

As a former Trustee for the Town of Erie and an avid cycling and multi-modal transport
enthusiast, I strongly support the BERT plan, and encourage you to adopt the plan to allow for
safe commuting and recreating along the Boulder-Erie corridor.

Christiaan
---
he/they

mailto:christiaan@xiaan.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kevin Oishi
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) Vote
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:42:53 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network several days every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Kevin Oishi

Kevin Oishi
1360 Redwood Ave, Boulder, CO 80304

mailto:kevin.oishi@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Eric Merges
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail Support
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:13:03 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) for the following
reasons:
• I am a cyclist and I use some parts our regional trail network almost every week. 
• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic, similar to
the Lobo Trail, the planned Boulder the Longmont bikeway being started along Hwy
119, and the Hwy 36 Trail between Boulder and Superior.
• Having lived and biked in Boulder County for 25 years, I have direct experience
riding throughout our County. Our roads have simply simply become too dangerous
as our population has increased.
• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network (in line with my comments above regarding the Lobo Trail and Hwy 36 trail
for north-south travel).
• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Eric Merges

516 Bross Street

Longmont, CO 80501

mailto:ericmerges@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kyle Gustafson
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail Support
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 8:34:54 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• My family and are Cyclists and use our regional trail network multiple times every
week. 

• Living in Erie the BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic.

• We need safer places to ride that enable safe commuting. Our roads are simply too
dangerous, especially the corridor on Isabelle and Valmont roads. 

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Kyle Gustafson 

Kyle Gustafson 
2248 Front Range Ct
Erie, CO 80516

mailto:kyle.gustafson@icloud.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Chase Coale
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail VOTE YES!
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:08:42 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

My name is Chase Coale and I recently purchased a home in Lafayette
and I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week.

The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic, which I would use everyday to commute into work. We need
safer places to ride and desperately need more trails between Boulder
and Erie, also the road from Erie to Boulder has almost no shoulder
and is extremely dangerous. A friend of mine almost died on South
Boulder Rd commuting to Boulder,

The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County's
regional trail network. •

This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water
and climate. Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,
Chase Coale

-- 
Chase Coale
970.846.9180
coalechase@gmail.com
https://www.linkedin.com/in/chasecoale

mailto:coalechase@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/cf71CmZ0MVHPQ9k3fOhGFRID0k?domain=linkedin.com


From: Cynthia Carlisle
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:16:22 AM

 
Dear Commissioners,

I’m requesting revisions to the proposed BERT (Boulder to Erie Regional Trail) alignment
between 75th and the Teller-White Rocks Trail.

- the Boulder County Comp Plan designates this area “Critical Wildlife Habitat” and
“High” or “Very High Biodiversity”
- the City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks designates this area “Habitat
Conservation Area” and does not allow human access.
-in an era of biodiversity loss, we cannot keep fragmenting HCAs and adding to habitat
loss by taking more for recreation.

 

Why would we even consider an area already designated by scientific data to be “critical
wildlife habitat” or “very high biodiversity”  to be subjected to regional recreational or
commuter uses when alternatives exist?

These critical habitat areas are irreplaceable, as are the creatures who inhabit them once their
habitat is gone. The city and county provide miles and miles of recreational biking
opportunities and commuter bike lanes.  If you must connect Erie to Boulder, please use the
Valmont Road area and do not sacrifice these critical wildlife habitat areas.  All too quickly, we
are destroying the beauty and wonder that exists in our world. The giraffe, the elephant, the
duck-billed platypus, the California condor, the burrowing owl, the Northern Harrier—where
does it end?  Are you, as our elected representatives, doing your part to conserve what we
have?  Please reconsider the draft alignment and change it to protect the wild things.

Thank you,

Cindy Carlisle

Former Boulder City Councilmember; University of Colorado Regent

 

 

 

mailto:CACarlisle@msn.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kimberly Cattau
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:33:02 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• My child is a cyclist and use our regional trail network regularly, including between his
home in north Boulder and his job at a small business in Erie. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Kim Cattau

 
Kim Cattau
4205 Corriente Pl
Boulder, CO  80301

mailto:kimberly.cattau@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Dan Feehan
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 10:38:25 AM

Dear Boulder County commissioners, 

I am writing to you to express my support for the proposed 8.5 mile mulit-use trail Boulder to
Erie regional trail. My family and I use the mutli-use trails throughout Boulder County
as walkers and bicycle riders.  Our rides include recreational rides as well as for
running errands without the need for a motor vehicle. These trails are invaluable in
giving us a place to walk and ride without interacting with motor vehicles.  The
proposed BERT trail would provide a great connection for us to Erie and we hope you
support to development of this and other trails.  Thank you so much for the work you
do.  

Sincerely, 
Daniel J. Feehan
1433 Wildwood Lane
Boulder, CO  80305
feehansky@gmail.com 

mailto:feehansky@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:feehansky@gmail.com


From: Benjamin Miller
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:49:59 AM

I just wanted to voice my support for a trail connecting Boulder to Erie.  Having ridden
between Boulder and Erie myself via some combination of Lookout Road, Baseline Road, and
Valmont Road, it's something that may be comfortable for an experienced adult on a weekend
morning, but never roads that I would let my children ride on.  

The more comfortable off-street routes we can provide for Boulder County residents, the
better!

Thanks,

Ben Miller 

mailto:bgmill@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Forest Hill
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:30:58 PM

I'm writing to ask you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail project.

I make regular use of existing trails for recreation, and this trail would make it much easier for
me to commute to work on a bike without having to ride on the road with cars. I'd love to see
this happen.

=============
Forest Hill
forest@mac.com
520-360-6700

mailto:forest@mac.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Frank
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 12:10:50 PM

Boulder County Commissioners:

I am a cyclist who rides three or more times per week, year-round. I urge you to
support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I have been hit by cars twice while I was cycling so I support expanded means for
cycling on dedicated trails. 

The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Deron Lawrence, Lafayette, Colorado

mailto:deron38@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kylie Williamson
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 6:09:25 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). I commute to work by bike as much as
possible. Unfortunately, the route from Erie to Boulder feels inherently dangerous (especially around
Isabelle road), as there is not even a bike shoulder!!! I have seen cars randomly swerve into that shoulder
before. I shudder to think of what could have happened to bikers there. I am forced not to use my bike
anytime I think visibility or control could be impacted for cars. Additionally, I can tell the cars do not want
me there, as several have honked at me while passing and flipped me off. I truly believe this trail could save
lives, if built. Along with making a bike commute more attractive to those not brave enough to ride on the
road, which could decrease wear and tear on the roads and help with emissions. Our outdoor community is
known for being vibrant and active. Let's keep it that way!

Additional reasons to support the trail would be:

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Kylie Jensen

1546 Brimble Dr, Erie, CO 80516

mailto:kyliewill7@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Courtney Carter
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:52:16 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

The BERT offers a safe, dedicated for cycling away from traffic.  As it currently stands, the most straightforward
routes between Erie and Boulder (Arapahoe and Valmont) have limited bike lanes and can be terrifying to cycle. 
Even Baseline can be scary to ride.  Many people, myself included, avoid riding these roads due to dangers and
aggressive drivers.

The most convenient trail between Erie and Boulder involves going through Superior, which is pretty far out of the
way.  For most people, this isn’t a feasible way to get to work due to the time commitment (over twice the length of
the BERT for my commute).  This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water, and climate.

Sincerely,
Courtney

Courtney Carter
1365 Hoffman, Dr.
Erie, CO 80516

mailto:courtney.carter434@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Andrew Knight
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:19:58 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).  My
family and I are cyclists who frequently use the regional trail network. It is vital for
cyclists to have options to avoid the dangers of riding on the road.  The BERT trail
offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic and adds a crucial east-
west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Andrew Knight, M.D.

3545 Broadway St, Boulder

mailto:aknight2000@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Meghan Sloan
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 4:54:09 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,
As a Boulder County cyclist and environmentalist, I am writing to urge you to vote in favor of the Boulder to Erie
Regional Trail (BERT). BERT will provide a safe East to West corridor for cyclists, encouraging more riding and
reducing emissions which are arguably more detrimental to wildlife than a new path and cyclists. With Boulder
County’s growing population, and commuting, it is more and more dangerous to ride on the road, especially narrow
roads like Arapahoe, 75th and 63rd.
Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Sincerely,
Meghan

Meghan Sloan
5410 Tenino Ave
Boulder, CO 80303

mailto:meghan.m.sloan@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Joelle Wisler
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:23:18 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Joelle Wisler

mailto:jowisler@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Brendan M
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Trail Strong Support
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:50:15 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). Our family
of five are all cyclists and we use our regional trail network every week for
both recreation and transportation.

I host an annual weekend of cycling with friends from all over the country
and world. Last weekend we had 15 out-of-towners who chose to visit
Boulder to cycle on our pathways and contribute to our restaurants,
hotels, and shops. Trials like the BERT trail are a big reason for those visits
because they offer a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic. We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional
trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and
climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Brendan McCracken

1428 Cassin Court

Boulder, CO 80303

mailto:brendan.mccracken@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Charles Purshouse
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:23:18 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to get behind the effort to expand cycling infrastructure in Boulder County
and support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). Am very frustrated that
cyclists continue to get killed and very little seems to get done by our politicians,
despite the warm, vague words of support, to separate cyclists from motor vehicles
in Boulder County. Encouraging to see the bike path being added to 119, finally, and
some studies being done for a separated lane on 36 to Lyons but we need more
action. This is an opportunity for more action:

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

There is always a reason to say "No' but please make cycling safer and build the
BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Charles Purshouse

4377 Snowberry Ct

Boulder, 80304

mailto:cpurshouse29@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kevin Chandler
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:33:17 AM

Good morning
I’m writing to voice my support for the Boulder to Erie trail. I live in Boulder County at 9184 pine ridge ln
Kevin
760-408-7226

 

mailto:chandlek70@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Heath Wrench
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:21:49 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Heath Wrench 

2839 Twin Lakes Circle

Lafayette, CO 80926

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:heathwrench@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Ryan Ognibene
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:06:39 AM

Hi Boulder County Commissioners, 

I am a runner and I would love to see the connector trail from Boulder to Erie be built. It
would be great to have a safe running path to enjoy nature vs driving or using running on the
roads. 

Please make this a reality. 

Thank you

Ryan Ognibene
4450 9th St. Boulder, CO 80302.

mailto:ryanognibene@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Barbara Hansen
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:51:46 AM

This is such a great idea!   Please approve this to keep kids off their electronics and get outside
instead!

Barbara Hansen | Training Consultant
Mobile 623-363-2361 
Barbara.Hansen@Natus.com
3150 Pleasant View Road, Middleton WI 53562
Natus.com

Please excuse the grammatical errors and creative autocorrections of my IPhone.  

mailto:barbehere@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Karena O"Rourke
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 8:49:38 PM

As an avid cycling family I would like to voice our support in favour of this proposed trial being built.
I believe in keeping more cyclists off the road for their safety, but still out there enjoying the outdoors.
Regards,
Karena O’Rourke
Sent from my iPhone

mailto:orkarena@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Taylor Marsden
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:48:32 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). Cyclist are often the
brunt of angry drivers and to not build the trail due to opposition that has no real
basis would be a huge disservice and not in line with the Boulder culture that I know
and love. To think this would impact wildlife negatively is outright false. Cycling is low
impact and wildlife would only be better served by the trail by ensuring their safe
space from future development. Please do not allow those that scream the loudest to
dictate what Coloradans actually want. We already see way too much of this on the
national level and its disheartening to think you would cave to these pressures. I am
born in raised in Jefferson County and have been commuting by bike to the Boulder
County area for over 15 years. I have seen firsthand the dangers of ignoring cycling
needs, often leading to the death of people simply riding a bike. I have also seen
brave people stand up for cycling needs and the screaming from people simply
choosing to opposing anything that does not benefit them directly simply goes away,
but the lives of cyclist impacted by inaction carries on in the families of lost ones.
Please show integrity in a time when there is so little and do the right thing. 

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

 Taylor Marsden
940 Main Street Louisville, CO
 
Taylor Marsden, CPA, CITP, CFE

Partner | K Financial
(C) 303-517-9775 
 

 

mailto:Taylor@kfinancial.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: eleanor needy
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:02:38 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. I spent this
morning shuttling between Fairview HS and the ER trying to figure out if my 15 year
old daughter has a blood clot in her leg, following surgury to repair her knee, after
she was hit by a car in a cross walk. She survived, for which we are grateful, but this
accident, which was 100% the fault of the driver, has created hell for her and my
family. It will happen again and again because the majority of drivers are distracted.
There are no absolutely no criminal penalties to deter distracted driving. The only
solution is to get bikes off the roads and onto route like the BERT if you want to save
lives.  

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,
Eleanor
 
Eleanor Hodby
4052 Crystal Ct,
Boulder, CO, 80304
--

mailto:eleneedy@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: David Janis
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:17:30 AM

I like this idea way better than any other transportation projects you are working on.  

I support the Boulder to Erie trail

Dave Janis
303-828-6655

mailto:definitelydave99@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Jessica Bronson
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 8:57:33 PM

Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• My Family and I have been using our regional trail network consistently for over 40
years and now my son uses them as well. 

• Too many of our kids and friends have been killed riding on roads. e need safer
places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous

• Our best friends are in Erie, when we want to barrow their truck we have to ride on
busy roads to go get it. The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder
County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Jessie, Jeremy, Karen, Pete and Storm 

 
Jessica Bronson
5395 Centennial Tr.
Boulder, CO 80303

mailto:jessie.a.bronson@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Paula Ungs
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 9:02:08 AM

Hello, I am a resident of Erie, CO in Boulder County.  I would like to express my support for
the Boulder to Erie Trail.  This would be a fantastic trail for recreation and to connect Erie to
Boulder.  In addition it would allow people to commute to Boulder using a bike.  Currently my
husband commutes to work 3-4 days per week.  Currently he has to use the main roads (i.e.
Valmont, Isabelle) to get to Boulder.  This is not a safe alternative since there is increasing
traffic every year.  I worry constantly about his safety when he is commuting.  This also saves
us money on fuel and keeps us from having to go the pumps!

Thank you for your consideration, 
Paula Ungs 
723 Pope Drive
Erie, CO 80516
Boulder County

mailto:paulaungs@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Cameron Wobus
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:25:07 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). I am a coach with the
Fairview High School mountain bike team, and am one of many who helps coach over
100 riders in their training each fall. Between the Boulder High, Fairview High,
Centaurus, and Monarch teams, there are probably 400-500 kids out training every
Tuesday and Thursday on Boulder area trails, and existing trail options are becoming
very crowded, increasing the potential for conflict. The BERT trail would offer another
safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic for these kids, and for the rest of
the public. It would also add a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

Everyone in Boulder needs safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous
as we keep seeing fatalities on our roadways. This project will also create a new
commuting route to increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Cameron Wobus
140 Seminole Drive, Boulder

mailto:cwobus@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Brian Toronyi
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 5:09:10 PM

Hi,

I am writing to express my support for the Boulder to Erie Trail.  This proposed trail would
provide a significant impact in giving an option for people to take other modes of
transportation than a car.

Thanks,
Brian

mailto:btoronyi@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Monica Pavlik
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:08:23 AM

Dear Commissioners,

Please approve the trail between Erie and Boulder. Please keep our children safe and provide
alternatives to driving and allowing them to stay away from cars. This is one of the most
valuable resources that we can provide.

Thank you,

Monica Pavlik
3995 Carlock Dr
Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:monipav@msn.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Sean Lev-Tov
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 12:06:08 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail.  I bike several times a week, both for
commuting and recreation, and it's safer for me and other cyclists to be away from cars when
possible.  We don't have any east-west trails in the proposed area, so I hope you will make this
happen.  Arapahoe is impossible for bikes East of 75th St (and unpleasant West of 75th St. 
Lookout Road is okay, but scary because the cars are much faster and the road is narrow. 
Therefore, this new trail really serves a great purpose and need.  The more of us who bike, the
better for our environment.  Thank you for helping make our community safer by building this
trail.

Sean Lev-Tov
7716 Jade Ct, Boulder, CO 80303

mailto:seanlevtov@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kenneth Nova
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 10:17:05 AM

Hello,

I am an avid bike rider who would very much like to see a multi use path between Boulder and Erie. I am a staunch
defender of wildlife, but I do not think that a multi use path would significantly impact wildlife in the area. An
occasional bike rider is not going to disturb wildlife! This multi use path is a way to reduce car use in the county,
which we absolutely must do.

Thanks,
Kenneth Nova
355 S 44th St
Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:kgnova9@mac.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Dan Livingston
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder-Erie Bicycle trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:17:28 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. Right
now the only way to get from east-west in Boulder county in the area of the BERT
trail is to either ride on Valmont/Isabelle roads or on Lookout road, either of which
are a russian roulette of traffic for cyclists - regardless of often ignored bike lanes in
morning or afternoon rush hours (I was mysql struck in this area in 2005)

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Thank you,

Dan Livingston

mailto:danlivingstone@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Jed Salazar
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder-Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:15:33 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I would like you to please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and use our regional trail network weekly.
• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.
• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are too dangerous.
• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.
• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water, and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.
Sincerely,
Jed Salazar
1190 Hartford Dr, Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:jedsalazar@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: carrie hartley
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder-Erie Regional Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 10:58:05 AM

I live and work near Boulder and would love this pathway to be completed as an additional
route to commute to Boulder by bike. At a time when we are hoping to reduce impacts of
traffic and move to greener transportation, this pathway would provide another option. I'm not
a fan of riding on roads due to the danger of drivers and especially distracted drivers. A new
east/west flow to/from Boulder would be very welcome for those of us who appreciate getting
out of our cars and using bikes. The 36 bike path is an option that I use, but it is loud and I
worry about exhaust from all the vehicles-- it also doesn't provide a peaceful travel route. It
appears the new route would entail all the qualities I look for in a preferred commute pathway.
A more northern east/west passage would be a welcome addition to the Boulder trail system.
Please consider moving forward with and completing this pathway and adding to our
wonderful, interconnected open space and trails on the front range that allow connections
between our cities and greater community. 

Sincerely,
Carrie Sanders-Hartley
303-507-4456

mailto:carriesandershartley@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: andi.mann@gmail.com
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder-Erie Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 7:39:24 PM

Seriously, WTF?! Get this done!! People on bikes literally die to ride between Boulder and Erie,
By  delaying, postponing, studying this vital connection, you continue to support people on
bicycles dying. Shame on you.
 
Build it. Make it happen. Now.
 
Thank you

A. Mann.
Boulder Resident. Boulder voter.
 
Andrew Mann
Floral Drive
Boulder CO

mailto:andi.mann@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Chris Case
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Build Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:18:17 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Thanks very much,
Chris Case
Niwot, CO

Chris Case
Founder of Alter Exploration
+1-512-809-7589
Instagram | Strava 

mailto:chrisjustincase@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/Cz_kCPNK5pSNjVE5FzfRFxe-iB?domain=alterexploration.com/
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/quOOCQWK5qUl2ZjNfPhvFGCWMG?domain=instagram.com/
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/4uA3CR6K5rH0MZqgtPijF1HUSl?domain=strava.com


From: Carron Meaney
To: Levy, Claire; Loachamin, Marta; Stolzmann, Ashley; Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comment on BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 4:19:00 PM
Attachments: BCC Letter from Meaney 10.23.2024.docx

————————---
Carron Meaney
138 Wildcat Lane
Boulder, CO 80304
303 444 6683 home
303 681 7204 cell

mailto:carron.meaney@gmail.com
mailto:clevy@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:mloachamin@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:astolzmann@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov

October 22, 2024



Boulder County Board of Commissioners



Re: Boulder to Erie Regional Trail



Dear Commissioners:



I moved to Boulder in 1970 and have always, as I know all of you do too. I have a PhD in biology and am a retired wildlife ecologist.



I urge you to consider a re-routing of the trail to avoid some of the most sensitive habitat between White Rocks and Sawhill Ponds. I would like to put this issue in a larger context. 



Next week, the largest conference hosted by the United Nations will meet in Columbia to discuss the unprecedented loss of biodiversity on our planet. Over a million species are at risk of extinction. Many species have already been extirpated (lost) from Boulder County. We have documented large declines – more than 30 percent - in raptors in Boulder County since 1970. The sensitive habitat that 1B intersects would impact these birds. Insect populations have also plummeted and the 1B alignment would intersect a sensitive area for fireflies, a species rare in Boulder County. There are many other details and examples of the negative environmental impact of the current preferred alignment.



This is our opportunity to act locally on a global problem. Species extirpations and extinctions happen all over and can go unnoticed, like death from a thousand cuts.



I urge you to PLEASE reconsider this alignment so that there is a regional trail but not such a big loss of our rich biodiversity that is Boulder’s pride.



Thank you,

Carron Meaney, PhD

138 Wildcat Lane

Boulder, CO 80304



From: Tracy Pheneger
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comment on BERT
Date: Thursday, October 17, 2024 8:00:55 AM

Tracy Pheneger
1705 Sicily Drive
Longmont, Co 80503

October 17, 2024

Boulder County Board of Commissioner's;

I am writing in regards to the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). 

I am sincerely asking the commission to reconsider the preferred trail alignment 1B. 

I am an avid birdwatcher/nature advocate who has lived and worked in Boulder County since
1995. Since I have lived here, I have watched and mourned the loss of vital habitat. 

The current preferred alignment trail 1B will cause loss of more vital habitat for wildlife,
already threatened Monarch butterflies and increasingly rare Fireflies.

Please seek a less ecologically harmful route from Sawhill Ponds to White Rocks trail. Please
consider using the North side of Valmont, the view will still be rural and scenic with few
driveways. 

I believe it is worth taking time to seek an alternate alignment that provides for safety and 
visitor experience, without sacrificing sensitive and rare wildlife and ecosystems. A short-term 
delay for County staff to collaborate with Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks (OSMP) 
staff is a good investment of time to help prevent long-term, and perhaps permanent, loss of 
irreplaceable wildlife, plants and ecosystems.

Thank you for your time,
Tracy Pheneger 

Sent from Proton Mail for iOS

mailto:tpheneger@proton.me
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/AQOWCG6XQ7HOxWRzHKflFB8Qas?domain=proton.me


From: Natalie Touchberry
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comments for October 24th BERT public meeting
Date: Wednesday, October 16, 2024 8:27:33 PM

Dear Boulder County Board of Commissioners, 

I am writing to express my concerns regarding the proposed alignment for the BERT from
Sawhill Ponds to the White Rocks trail.

The current preferred route (alignment 1b) presents significant ecological risks, as it bisects
crucial habitats and affects sensitive wildlife areas, including the Lower Boulder Creek
Habitat Conservation Area. This alignment threatens rare species and disrupts the hydrology
essential for maintaining the region's biodiversity. I urge you to explore an alternative
alignment, such as the north side of Valmont. 

I recognize the importance of providing safe routes for recreation; however, prioritizing
ecological integrity is vital to protect our natural resources for future generations. 

A short-term delay to collaborate with Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks staff could
prevent long-term harm to irreplaceable ecosystems. 

 Thank you for considering a more ecologically sustainable approach. 

Sincerely,
Natalie Touchberry

mailto:ntouchberry@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Sandra Laursen
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; tleubbert@bouldercounty.gov
Cc: Sandra Laursen
Subject: [EXTERNAL] comments on BERT plan
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:35:11 AM

Dear Commissioners, 
I am writing in regard to the planned discussion on 10/24/24 of the Boulder-Erie Regional
Trail.  

I am opposed to the current preferred alignment (1B) specifically in the section from Sawhill
Ponds to White Rocks. Here it crosses multiple areas of high environmental value, designated
as important habitat for plants, animals and communities in the Boulder County
Comprehensive Plan with site-specific or landscape-scale values. It punches through areas
designated as Habitat Conservation Areas by the city of Boulder's OSMP, where people are
not allowed.  We must not keep damaging and fragmenting these important havens for
biodiversity in the name of recreation, when we can reroute the trail to avoid them. 

I am also dismayed to think that one governmental organization can override another's
decisions, values and practices so easily. Multiple segments of the current alignment would be
in conflict with CPW recommendations and OSMP practices for avoiding disturbance to
nesting raptors as well as Northern leopard frogs. The Comp Plan calls for decisions to be
made in a "coordinated and responsible" manner involving all relevant agencies, and states
that "Preservation of our environmental and natural resources should be a high priority in
making land use decisions." I support these statements and the coordinating spirit of the Comp
Plan, and ask you to uphold a thorough, joint planning process that is both coordinated and
responsible to the intended process laid out by the Plan and to the Environmental Resource
Elements already in the Plan.

I ask you to direct staff to collaborate with city OSMP to identify a route near Valmont Rd,
and north of it, to provide a safe route for pedestrians and cyclists while preserving the
important ecological habitats near the railroad line - habitats that are already identified as
valuable and already designated for protection by state, county, and city land managers.

Thank you for your attention.

Sandra Laursen
south Boulder

Please excuse typos-- I am using voice-to-text technology.

mailto:salaursen@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:tleubbert@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:salaursen@gmail.com


From: Jean-Pierre Georges
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comments on the BERT, in two parts
Date: Saturday, October 19, 2024 8:48:26 AM
Attachments: lvagComments_CC_comments,,map_10-24-24.pdf

lvagComments_CC_PS.PDF

Linda Andes-Georges

8417 Stirrup Ln

Longmont CO 80503

andesgeorges@comcast.net

Dear County Commissioners:

Please see my comments—and a clarifying PS—concerning the BERT management plan,
below.

I very much regret not being able to attend the meeting where you will address this issue: I
have an important and long-standing schedule conflict.

Call me at 720 668 5214 if you have questions.

Thanks, and good luck with this complex discussion.

Linda

Comments:

<<...>>

Post-scriptum:

<<...>>

mailto:jeanpierre.georges@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:andesgeorges@comcast.net



 
Linda Andes-Georges 


8417 Stirrup Ln 


Longmont CO 80305 


Oct. 15 2024 


 


TO: County Commissioners and staff 


 


Dear County Commissioners: 


 


Please later take a look at a separate attachment to this collection of comments (a post scriptum, 


if you will).  That note will clarify why I am late to this controversy, and deeply regretting it. My strong  


feeling at this point is that the BERT draft management plan, while a monumental task, is still 


imperfect and premature. It is not too late to nudge this Titanic in a better direction in order to 


obtain a much better result.  


 


I recognize that for many years, the RTD corridor as a trail—for a long time a glittering goal of the 


trail enthusiasts among us—appeared to be unobtainable. When that situation changed, the 


transportation staff understandably focused intensely on using that “highway,” to the detriment of 


the important natural areas that surround it.  And what surrounds it is of such high value that you are 


now hearing from many thoughtful people who say: there has to be a better way.  


 


There is at least one other way, one of the earlier trail conceptions called Alignment 2. It was 


rejected by transportation staff and some stakeholders because of the 61st St to 75th St segment 


which has a very narrow right of way and many cut-outs for industrial and private property traffic:  I 


agree that this part of the Valmont ROW is dangerous for cyclists. However, although the portion 


east of 75th was rejected because of ROW easement issues and for OSMP agricultural issues, a 


modified version is workable and far preferable for preserving conservation areas. 


 


 I am proposing two ways of addressing staff objections, having groundtruthed (driven and 


walked) the section of the Valmont ROW east of 75th. I observed that a few landowners on the 


western portion have old fences several feet inside the County ROW; this can be addressed by 


correctly replacing old fences with new ones, thus widening the ROW to obtain a better buffer.  


 


 I noted also that a half-mile east of 75th, the Valmont road ROW provides a scenic, winding 


option for avoiding the raptor buffers and other wildlife concerns to the north. Please examine the 


BCAS modified trail concept which we call Modified Alignment 2. This improved version would 


avoid most ecological and safety drawbacks, and likely would welcome conservationists into the 


BERT fan club. Furthermore, the curving trail would tend to slow down speeding cyclists, a modern 


curse that is currently visited upon pedestrians on the LOBO trail.  


 


I recommend that alternatives like this one be seriously entertained. I attach a map on page 3 


below to illustrate my point [Alt.Align.2_bcas]. 


 


In addition to the map, find below a chart to help evaluate the pros and cons of the 


“preferred option B” trail alignment with Modified alignment 2. 


 
[continue on page 2] 


  







(1a) 


 


Pros and cons of the proposed trails 
 


BERT preferred option 1B Modified Alignment 2 
*Cnty Comm. recognized early that the first plans 


had big flaws; they sent it back for environmental 


review. ERO consultants were – for their paying 


customer (Transportation) -- generally sanguine 


about wildlife impacts. 


> When alignment 3 (June 2021) was proposed as 


an improvement, it was worse (bisected a Harrier 


marsh); even so it was used in the outreach survey 


where most folks thought it was “greener”…  and 


preferred it for that reason! 


RTD/Valmont/RTD, proposed by county 


conservation constituents, will put green on those 


evaluation charts that rated 1B-preferred as 


completely “red” for environmental impacts. And it 


is just as safe for cyclists.  


1B/preferred option uses RTD ROW exclusively, 


requiring immense amounts of fill (or long stretches 


of expensive boardwalk) in wetlands to the 


appropriate side of RR tracks to avoid the inevitable 


flooding from building in a bog: ($$$) 


RTD/Valmont/RTD is far to the south of most wetland 


areas and will require fewer flooding closures and 


much less trail repair. 


1B would bury much of the last healthy remnants of 


tall and mixed grass prairie in the County; as well as 


one of the only firefly habitats we have. Also would 


destroy the high quality Monarch butterfly breeding 


and nectaring habitat. 


This alignment will avoid all that destruction: it 


dances south of almost all current raptor nest 


habitat and firefly/butterfly habitat.  


Trail passes within many raptor nest buffer areas, 


especially that of the N. Harrier, which is highly 


threatened in Boulder County. Many visual  


necessary for all raptors but for Harrier will need to 


be high arches: ($$$) 


Requires far less fussing with visual barriers to protect 


raptor sightlines. Hash marks on the new map show 


where the trail could pass, but with a minimal 


section of arching visual barriers (vegetal or 


manufactured). 


Consequently, we believe that many lengthy trail 


closures will be required as per CPW 


recommendations.  


Avoids frequent lengthy trail closures due to nesting 


seasons.  


Relies on a Russian Olive forest in one large area to 


comply with ERO’s recommendation to use vegetal 


visual barriers. Russian Olive is highly invasive and is 


already scheduled for removal in that location. 


More native plant visual screening (or 


manufactured arches) will be necessary. 


Native trees and shrubs can be used for any 


necessary screening in high water table areas. Their 


effectiveness can be increased by purchasing 


more mature plants, and by planting immediately 


after breeding season is finished. This can be done 


with OSMP’s permission—today! 


Blocks many species from freely moving through 


the area which contains high-value habitat on both 


sides of the ROW. Might encourage humans to 


jump off trail into same (“no humans”) habitat. 


Diverts cycle traffic around high-value habitat by 


using OSMP borders to the south of agricultural 


lands. 


 


Does have straight-line virtue: the critical wildlife 


section of the ROW is 3.25 miles. 


East of 75h, Valmont Rd is winding and picturesque, 


providing good user experience. Curviness has the 


virtue of lowering speeds, accommodating 


pedestrian use. 


Mileage comparisons: Between 61st and 95th, the 


RTD route is 4.3 miles. 


Between 61st and 95th, the Alt Alignment 2 mostly on 


RTD/Valmont ROW is 5.3 miles. If the alt. alignment 


through OSMP lands is used, total is 5.6 miles.  
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HBAs, ECAs, HCAs, CWAs, CWHs* etc are all worthwhile labels to be aware of in our major 


management policy documents--they are not just window-dressing for public relations. Among these, 


the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan sheds some light on the perspective to keep in mind for 


BERT: 


 


The goal (SU-7): The county’s rich and varied natural features, scenic vistas, ecosystems, and 


biodiversity should be protected from further intrusion, disruption, consumption and 


fragmentation.** 


The plan (ER-2): ECAs are a framework for ecosystem management that identifies and 


designates valuable ecological areas and delineates corridors of connectivity between them 


regardless of ownership. With this designation, land use and land management decisions 


within and adjacent to ECAs and their connectors can be made within a framework that 


seeks to: protect species that may be wide- ranging, ecologically specialized or disturbed by 


human presence; encourage the return of species lost from the county; prevent additional 


habitat fragmentation; and limit increases in invasive non- native species in these 


ecologically-significant areas. 


Finally, I would like to remind you of this crucial omission in the BERT draft plan:  It has no section 


listing—or even mentioning—the critical mitigations that will be necessary to have in place before 


conservation concerns will decrease. These should be recognized prominently to complete the 


planning document. They include: 


o Lengthy closures for raptor nesting periods. 


o Dog management (dogs must be precluded in sensitive areas). 


o Night-time use, and associated light use. 


o Vegetal or manufactured view-protection areas for either cyclists – and/or raptors -- in 


many specific locations. 


o Crossings of several sorts for wildlife, or (in the case of Hwy 287) elevated highway 


crossings for recreation. (We strongly oppose using Boulder Creek for this purpose). 


o Motorized-use vehicle policy, speed limits, and monitoring of these. 


 


Thank you for the thoughtful questions I know you will pose to staff and members of the public.  


  


Yours truly, 
Linda Andes-Georges 
 
*High Biodiversity Areas, Environmental Conservation Area, Habitat Conservation Area, Critical Wildlife Area, Critical 
Wildlife Habitat 
**see BCCP pp 171-2, Critical Wildlife Habitat & Migration Corridors (Appendices): lower Boulder Creek riparian area 
         pp 173, Environmental Conservation Areas 
         pp 179 High Biodiversity Areas  
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Linda Andes-Georges 


8417 Stirrup Ln 


Longmont CO 80305 


Oct. 17, 2024 


 


TO: County Commissioners and staff: a PS re my comments on this process 


 


Dear County Commissioners: 


 


 It must seem to you that suddenly those of us who previously were discreet and mild-


mannered are now very strident in united opposition to the current BERT “preferred trail alignment!” 


I believe that I owe you some reasons for why it may seem as though conservation comments from 


me and others are tardy in this lengthy process of developing a regional trail.  


 


1. First, know that we all recognize that the Transportation Staff has worked long and hard 


on this plan for five years. However in 


2.  2018 through 2022 difficult transitions between board turnovers were a factor for some 


green activists. This was exacerbated by the decline and loss of key conservation 


advocates in those early years (Ray Bridge in 2022, and Tim Hogan in 2023). Then the 


coronavirus ramped up; everyone was distracted; and the County’s public outreach 


was consequently weakened:  Attendance at open houses (looking at the records) 


was lucky to reach two dozen.  


3. As the CWG was staggering to a start during that same time, the proportion of trails 


advocates to conservation advocates was immediately out of balance: about 20 to 1 


is my guess—you can ask staff for exact numbers. As dedicated as that one 


conservationist was, a lone voice among many is too easily drowned out. 


4. Time was lost as staff tried to respond to conservation criticism by modifying Option 3,  


which in fact was a worse version of the RTD ROW, as it simply transferred impacts 


further into OSMP lands and the precious Northern Harrier nesting territory.  It also misled 


many who took the survey. We later learned that some folks (including myself) were 


under the illusion that Option 3 would be better for protecting conservation values. 


5. In September 2023, BCAS was rebuilding a solid advocacy committee, and I joined it. 


My attendance at the BERT open house was a tumultuous wake-up to the lateness of 


our participation, and the fact that we were among a very large crowd who were 


equally ill-informed about the advanced BERT process. 


6. BCAS hastened to provide personnel for the final CWG meeting. At that point, we were 


alarmed to see that we were the only conservation representatives present (the faithful 


BCNA rep was unable to attend). We were alarmed as well to hear the chorus of “get it 


done, whatever it takes” attitudes among those participants present. The meeting was 


essentially a presentation from staff, with little substantive discussion of conservation 


issues. 


7. More recently, my hunch, based on the OSMP staff presentation and recommendations 


at the 2024 September OSBT meeting was that OSMP biologists had not been deeply 


involved in conceptual stages of developing trail alternatives, For example, when your 


board asked the transportation staff and consultants to revisit early alignments, they 


developed Option 3, which we believe would not have occurred had biologists of both 


city and county staffs’ input been consistently solicited and heard. This skewed and 


delayed the process,  


 


I apologize for my lengthy epistle. I hope you’ve persevered in reading to this point, and thank you in 


advance for your thoughtful discussion of these issues. 
Yours (again) truly  –  Linda Andes-Georges 







 







From: Steve Emmett-Mattox
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Comments on the draft Boulder to Erie Regional Trail Plan
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 5:32:48 PM

Dear County Commissioners,
I am writing to urge you to choose route for this important trail that is less ecologically
harmful than the current preferred alignment, especially between Sawhill Ponds and the
White Rocks Trail.
The current preferred alignment is ecologically harmful. It passes through important wildlife
habitats and ecosystems, including a Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks Habitat
Conservation Area at White Rocks and a number of valuable natural resources, designated
in the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan, at both White Rocks and Sawhill Ponds.
It is not okay to sacrifice ecological values for a multi-use path, and there must be an
alternative routing that minimizes the environmental impact.
Already, in Boulder County, our environment is being damaged daily through the direct and
indirect effects of growth and development. It is critical that we do everything we can to
minimize our impacts whenever possible.
 
I am a Longmont resident, and a Boulder County resident for nearly 19 years. As a
conservationist, hiker, birder, and cyclist, with more than 25 years of experience in non-
profit environmental conservation, I place great value on the natural environment that we
enjoy in Boulder County and Colorado. I worked for Rails-to-Trails Conservancy (national
office) for five years, and I understand the appeal of (and regularly advocated for) utilizing
the existing right-of-way as an obvious choice for trail alignment. However, in this case I
think an alternate route should be found.
 
Thank you for your consideration.
 
Sincerely,
Stephen Emmett-Mattox
Longmont, CO
 

mailto:semmettmattox@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Alexey Davies
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Cc: Sue Prant; Alexey Davies
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Community Cycles" enthusiastic support of Staff"s preferred alternative for BERT
Date: Friday, October 18, 2024 11:08:21 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

Community Cycles, a non-profit bike shop and advocacy organization with thousands of
supporters and 10,000+ followers, is writing to express our strong support for the proposed
BERT alignment.

We believe that this trail will provide a safe and enjoyable commuting and recreational
opportunity for our community. Cycling has numerous benefits, including improved health,
reduced pollution, and economic growth. We have seen firsthand how biking can positively
impact individuals and families.

While we understand the importance of wildlife conservation, we believe that effective
mitigation strategies can be implemented to minimize impacts. A seasonal closure with re-
routes along busy roads is not a safe or comfortable option for cyclists especially for
children & families and does not support Boulder County's VZ commitment.

The proposed BERT alignment aligns with Boulder County's TMP vision for regional trails
and will contribute to a more connected and sustainable community. The proposed multi
use path along Arapahoe from Boulder through Erie is decades away and more expensive.

Thank you for your work and support of staff's recommendation!

Sincerely, Community Cycles Advocacy Committee

-- 
ride on!
alexey davies
alexey@communitycycles.org
Advocacy & Membership Director Community Cycles
www.communitycycles.org         
303-641-3593
2601 Spruce St, Unit B (in the back)    
Join the Movement, Become a Member!

mailto:membership@communitycycles.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:sue@communitycycles.org
mailto:alexey@communitycycles.org
mailto:membership@communitycycles.org
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/5pi7CjRgOViGWYmNh5iWFmZFL3?domain=communitycycles.org
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/938vCgJDQVSwMqyQsohAF4Gr_T?domain=communitycycles.org/


From: Raquel Hink
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Erie regional trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:52:10 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Raquel and Eric Hink

347 W Spruce lane, Louisville, CO 80027

mailto:raquel.hink@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: David Weber
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Erie to Boulder Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 12:05:37 PM

Dear Commissioners,

I am writing to voice my support for the proposed trail connecting East and West Boulder
County. 

Though there are many safe routes for non motorized traffic heading north/south in Boulder
County, there are few good options heading east and west. We need to continue to add safe
corridors for people to use while not in cars.

Not only will it make the roads safer by allowing non motorized users a safe place, it will also
cut down on the number of cars congesting the roads and polluting the air. Many people
already commute by bike from the Erie area towards Boulder every day, and a trail away from
the roads will only increase the number of people commuting.

I would encourage you to support the BERT and vote yes. 

Thank you so much

David Weber

mailto:davidweber1660@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Aidan Cameron
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Erie to Boulder trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 9:29:46 AM

I support the Boulder to Erie trail because the only way to insure no pedestrians automotive accidents is to get stop
the mixing of the two and we need to separate them so that the pedestrians are safer. The Erie to Boulder trail would
provide another way for people to ride their bikes and walk away from cars.
Please help make there be a safer way for cyclists and pedestrians to get around.
Aidan Cameron 14

mailto:aidanjcameron@icloud.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Tom Needy
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Erie trail - yes
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 6:21:23 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Tom Needy 

Tom Needy
4052 Crystal Court
Boulder, Co. 80304

mailto:tneedy63@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Charlie Ognibene
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Erie trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 4:48:58 PM

Please  open this trail it is important to keep riders off the road in a safe environment I ride the mountain bike trails
all the time, and the deer just look at us as we go by. We aren’t affecting any of the wild life and it’s so sad to see so
many white bikes on the side of the road please consider opening this trail
Sent from my iPad

mailto:charlieognibene@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Charles Danforth
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] full support please for BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:30:39 PM

Dear County Commissioners,

The Boulder-Erie Regional Trail is a long-overdue connection between two thriving
communities and will be a tremendous benefit to both. It will allow fast multi-modal
transportation and really tie together portions of the county that don't often seem like
they're connected at all.  I'm a trail runner, cycle commuter, wildlife photographer,
and general advocate for regional trail systems. Too many cyclists and runners are
being hurt on our roadways and anything we can do to get them off high-traffic, low
shoulder routes such as Valmont Road and out of harm's way will be a win.

Opponents of the BERT plan will cite wildlife concerns and who knows what else, but
wildlife has been proven to coexist in many locations with much less buffer zone than
what is presented in the BERT plan (the eagles at Monarch High School and Hecla
Lake in Louisville are good examples). What most of these people really want is to
keep people out of what they perceive to be "their" land. That would be unfair to all
of us who actually hold the land in common.

Best regards

Charles Danforth, Louisville

mailto:charlesdanforth@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Randy Doriese
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] highly supportive of proposed BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:25:24 AM

Hi, Boulder County Commissioners - 

I'm hereby voicing my support for the proposed BERT trail!

As a 22-year Boulder resident and bike-commuting veteran, and as the dad of a growing
family of mountain bikers, I can state unequivocally that I and my family would use this trail
recreationally.

I often road bike along Baseline Road between Boulder and Erie.  An off-road option would
be wonderful!

Thank you for all you do!

Respectfully,
Randy Doriese
5270 Centennial Trail, Boulder
randy.doriese@gmail.com

mailto:randy.doriese@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:randy.doriese@gmail.com


From: Maggie Barber
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I support BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:15:36 AM

I am writing in support of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail. I would like to ask the
commissioners to please vote yes this Thursday, Oct. 24, on the Boulder to Erie Regional
Trail (BERT). 

Thanks,
Maggie
Boulder Resident

mailto:magdalenebarber@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Ron Compos
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I Support Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:39:00 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I'm in favor of the proposed Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I'm a cyclist who rides and appreciates our regional trails. I appreciate any opportunity to ride
on a trail system instead of riding on roads with cars and trucks.

I was riding my road bike on Nelson Rd many years ago and was struck from behind by a
teenage driver. The speed limit on this section was 55mph. My body was deflected off the side
view mirror and A-pillar and I was thrown into the air flipping end over end. When I landed
on the road I was lucky to survive and only required an emergency room visit, a few weeks of
recovery and subsequent arthroscopic surgery to clean out my hip joint.

The outcome of the collision could have been much worse. I mostly ride gravel and mountain
bikes now because I don't want to die on the roads. I choose my cycling routes taking into
account bike paths and trails to minimize my exposure to drivers of cars and trucks.

Please approve and build the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) to encourage more
people to get out and ride in a safe environment.

Ron Compos

mailto:rcompos@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Abigail Sherohman
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I support the BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:56:05 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners, I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie
Regional Trail (BERT). My husband is a cyclist, and commutes for work between Erie
and Boulder several times a week every week. He currently bikes on roads (Isabelle
and Baseline are his frequent options), some of which are challenging to bike safely
on, with heavy rush-hour traffic.

The BERT trail would offer a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. Our
cyclists need safe routes to commute and recreate. My husband is a careful and
experienced biker and does what he can to keep himself safe, but being off roads
would be even safer. 
The BERT trail will add a crucial east-west link in Boulder County's regional trail
network. This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.
Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail. Sincerely, Abigail Sherohman
Abigail Sherohman 11776 Billings Ave
Lafayette CO 80026

mailto:abigail.sherohman@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Keith Berets
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I Support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 6:21:55 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic.

• We need more safe places to ride.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional
trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and
climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,
-Keith Berets

mailto:kjberets@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Jennifer Shriver
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I support the Boulder-Erie Regional Bicycle Trail!
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 9:36:20 AM

  Good morning, Boulder County Commissioners,

I was hoping to attend the hearing but am not able to join with the rescheduled date.

I want to express my strong support for the Boulder-Erie regional trail.  This trail will open up
a brand new opportunity for significant and meaningful transportation options for East County
residents.

I'm sure you're aware that East County residents, especially from Erie, have very limited
transportation options.

This trail represents a vital new opportunity for regional bicycle commuting, something that
the growing transformation of e-bikes makes even more feasible.

Bicycle commuting brings numerous benefits to our communities, from cleaner air and
reduced greenhouse gas emissions to improved personal health and well-being.

I also want to highlight the economic benefits of bicycle commuting, which can be vitally
important to individuals and families.

The average annual cost of owning a car, calculated by the American Automobile Association,
is $10,000/year.  Having safe and feasible bicycle commuting options gives people the
opportunity to save money while helping our community gain all those benefits.

Thank you for considering my comments.

All my best,

Jennifer Marie Shriver, MENV 
303-641-2749

In the spirit of healing, I respectfully acknowledge that I live and work in what is now
called Boulder County, in the un-ceded, traditional territories and ancestral homelands of
the Hinóno’éi (Arapaho), Cheyenne, Očeti Šakówiŋ (Sioux), and Núu-agha-tʉvʉ-pʉ̱ (Ute) Nations.
 
Colorado's Front Range is a contemporary and traditional site of trade and gathering for many First
Nations peoples.

mailto:jennifer.m.shriver@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Charles Brock
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I support the Boulder-Erie Regional Trail!
Date: Tuesday, September 24, 2024 3:27:34 PM

Hi Boulder County Commissioners:
I would like to express my support for the proposed alignment for the Boulder-Erie
Regional Trail (BERT). This trail will be a tremendous asset for residents of Boulder
County, for both recreational and commuting purposes. It will traverse a section of the
County that is currently quite hostile to walkers, runners, and cyclists. Like the LoBo
trail, it will become popular for daily recreation and access to nature away from the
roar of traffic. And because the BERT will be relatively straight and direct, it will prove
valuable as a commuting route for cyclists who want to go from the eastern side of
the county to the city of Boulder and vice versa. I feel that the environmental tradeoffs
would be relatively small given that the rail bed already exists, and that the positives
far outweigh the negatives.
I urge you to support the trail in general, and the staff-recommended alignment
specifically.
Thank you for your service to our county.
Sincerely,
Charles (Chuck) Brock
717 Evergreen Ave
Boulder 80304
303-887-2523

mailto:charles.a.brock@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Dylan Lewis
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:29:29 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional
trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and
climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Dylan lewis

 
2253 Edgewood Dr, Boulder, CO 80304

mailto:dylanskisvail@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Tim Stelzer
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:36:32 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Tim Stelzer

mailto:tim.stelzer@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Brian Goldman
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] I"m excited for BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 10:22:17 AM

Greetings all,

I live in Flatiron Meadows and work in Boulder. I am interested in commuting by bike, but the
current options feel too dangerous to attempt. If the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail gets built, I
will feel much safer biking to work.

Brian Goldman
891 Homestead Ct, Erie, CO 80516

mailto:brianwesleygoldman@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Stephen Kandl
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] in favor of BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:16:55 PM

Hello,

I am writing to voice my adamant support of the proposed BERT multi use trail system. We'll
be able to use this to explore our county safely without a car and avoid being on roads as we
commute for work and play. 

Thanks for your consideration and understanding,
Stephen Kandl

mailto:stephen.kandl@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Erik Persson
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In favor of the BERT proposal
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:05:25 PM

Hello County Commissioners,

I am writing to voice my support for implementing the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) Plan.  Myself, my
spouse and my three children have all made excellent use of the existing bike trails in the city and county of
Boulder.  It is integral to our commuting and recreation.  The broader the network of trails that allow safe biking
away from traffic, the more useful and safe the whole system is. 

We also take advantage of hiking trails, including those that permit dogs.  This part out the county trail system is
important, but it is essential that we continue to build out our biking network.  It is essential for the health and well
being of our citizens, regional air quality and moving in the direction of less reliance on automobiles.  I understand
that some in the community are concerned about local ecology.  I am too.  But I am confident that solutions can be
found that permit for both a robust bike trail infrastructure and a healthy local environment.

Sincerely,
Erik Persson

3565 Eastman Ave.
Boulder, CO
80305

303 775 8294

mailto:persson@mac.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Brad Desmond
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In favor of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 6:58:24 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my strong support for the Boulder to Erie (BERT) multi-use trail
project. I believe that this project will have significant positive impacts on our community and
the surrounding environment.

Bicycling commuting is a sustainable and healthy transportation option. The BERT trail would
provide a safe and convenient alternative to driving, reducing traffic congestion, improving air
quality, and promoting physical activity. By encouraging more people to bike to work or
school, we can reduce our reliance on fossil fuels and contribute to a healthier, more
sustainable future.

In addition to the benefits for human health, the BERT trail would also have positive impacts
on wildlife. Studies have shown that well-designed and managed trails can coexist peacefully
with wildlife. By providing designated areas for recreation, we can help to reduce the impact
of human activities on sensitive habitats.

I urge you to reject the claims that a multi-use trail would harm wildlife. These claims are
often based on misinformation and do not reflect the scientific evidence. With proper planning
and mitigation measures, the BERT trail can be built in a way that minimizes its impact on the
environment.

I believe that the BERT trail is a worthwhile investment in our community. It will provide a
valuable recreational resource, promote sustainable transportation, and protect our
environment. I urge you to support this project and move forward with its construction.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Brad Desmond
6829 Bugle CT
Boulder CO, 
80301

mailto:braddesmond@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Michelle Livingston
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] in support of BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:13:05 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 
Michelle Livingston
5212 Clover Basin Dr
Longmont, CO

mailto:mlgoyette@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Patrick Ryan
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:18:55 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

Hi, I'm a Boulder cyclist, dad of cyclists, and bike commuter.

I'm writing to ask that you support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).  This
trail would add a critical east/west link to our trail network.  

Currently, making this trip involves time spent on some pretty busy roads and I can
speak first-hand to the fact that incidents with cars are getting more frequent and
worse!

The BERT trail would offer a safe, dedicated path for cyclists. This in turn would increase
trips by bike with the nice side effect of improving our air and climate quality.

Thanks for your time,

Patrick Ryan

303.653.2319  |  814 Hawthorn Ave. Boulder

mailto:pjryan@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Piet Sawvel
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] in support of BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:29:40 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my strong support for the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
project and to urge you to advance this.

The proposed 8.5-mile multi-use trail will enhance our region's connectivity, providing a safe
and enjoyable route for cyclists and pedestrians alike. This trail will offer a dirt surface path
through open space and farmland, much like the beloved Coal Creek Trail. Its course
alongside an abandoned rail line and away from busy roads like Valmont Road is particularly
beneficial, as it prioritizes safety and tranquility for all users.

In addition to connecting key sites such as the Valmont Bike Park and White Rocks/Teller
Farm, BERT will serve as a crucial safe passage for cyclists, reducing the risk posed by
dangerous traffic conditions on existing roads. This trail not only promotes active
transportation and recreation but also embodies our commitment to sustainable and safe
infrastructure development.

By advancing the BERT project, you will be investing in a valuable resource that enhances our
community's well-being, encourages healthy lifestyles, and provides a lasting legacy for future
generations.

Thank you for your ongoing dedication to improving our county's transportation
infrastructure. Kind regards, Piet Sawvel

716 Bittersweet Ln Longmont CO 80503

mailto:sawvel@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Anne Gallager-West
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] in support of BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:26:26 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• My spouse and I are cyclists, as are both of our kids (ages 10 and 15) and we use
the regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. 

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Anne Gallager-West

185 S 36th St, Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:annegallagerwest@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Chris Leavell
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In Support of BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 9:17:06 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I’m writing to express my support for the proposed Boulder to Erie Trail.

I commute by bicycle to Boulder quite frequently. A trail like this would make things
significantly safer. 

Additionally, I’m a father. Trails like this expand my son’s world and the worlds of his peers. I
can’t overstate this enough. Trails like this are the circulatory system of our communities.

Thank you for considering my letter.

Best regards 

Chris 

mailto:scleavell@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Jewel Afflerbaugh
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of bike trail from Boulder to Erie
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:27:33 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). Our
family lives near the proposed route. This trail would offer a safe bike
option for our family, who are all avid bikers to travel. In addition there
is benefit to entire community.   

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional
trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and
climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Jewel Afflerbaugh 

7743 Arlington Dr, Boulder CO 80303

--
-- 
Jewel Afflerbaugh 
Psychotherapist
www.rootandunfurl.com

mailto:jewelafflerbaugh@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/mZQhC31rK0f9yz2rSqhOFQX_4C?domain=rootandunfurl.com


From: Nicolás Rodríguez Jeangros
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:51:11 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network regularly. But currently, I commute from
Erie using Valmont and Isabelle Rds. I have had several experiences when distracted or
unskilled drivers could have ended my life if things had happened with differences of seconds
or milliliters of when/where they happened.

• I have a PhD in Environmental Science and have been involved in several projects that can
impact wildlife, and for which protecting wildlife has been an important consideration. From
looking at the limited documentation, it appears to me that the environmental/public health
benefits of this project highly outweigh the temporary and possibly minor wildlife impacts. I
have heard a rumor that there is considerable opposition to the project due to its wildlife
impacts. I urge you to please rely on experts on this matter (scientists and engineers that do
proper/quantitative risk/benefit analysis) and not on uninformed public opinion.

• I see several other cyclists commuting as well on those same roads every time.

• The BERT trail would offer a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Best,
Nicolas Rodriguez Jeangros

mailto:nicolairj@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/XM5eCxkz7NtR7Y5js8f4Fyu5aJ?domain=bouldercounty.gov/


From: Jaret Flores
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:26:56 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,
I am a homeowner and regular cyclist in Boulder County and regularly use the regional trails. 
In my opinion, the fact that Boulder County is bikeable is one of the greatest parts of living
here. It is incredibly special given how uncommon it is within the US.

As I am sure you will hear from many other residents, there are plenty of positives to creating
more bike trails:

1. Safety. Having dedicated trails for bikers allows them to travel away from vehicle traffic
and prevent tragic accidents.

2. Reduces pollution. Bikes (independently of cars) are safer, quieter and of course
produce less emissions.

3. Promotes healthy, active lifestyle. Again, the fact that projects like these are prioritized
in Boulder County are a draw for residents.

4. In line with Boulder Counties other safety initiatives. For example, the 119 bike path,
extension to LOBO and possibly a new bike path along 36.

Of course, it's true that no projects can be undertaken without some other effects. In particular,
having a bike path will introduce human traffic possibly in places where it does not currently
exist. However, I would argue that:

1. The safety of cyclists is extremely important. In my opinion, Boulder County should
prioritize non-personal-car modes of transportation.

2. Since the trail is just a dirt path, it should not cause much interruption to the surrounding
areas. Roads and the cars that drive on them are way more impactful: land use, noise
pollution, road kill, emissions... It would be hard to argue that using vehicles would be
better.

If I had to guess, many folks who say they are worried about wildlife are actually worried
about an unused space that could be used. Even though the bike traffic will not be heavy or
loud, it is still more traffic than none at all. Those residents may be more concerned about
their own privacy or having visitors in a space that they usually can keep to themselves.
Perhaps we should consider asking them if they would be OK with BERT if it meant we could
remove a road elsewhere.

-Jaret Flores
5233 Bella Vista Drive, Longmont, CO

mailto:jarflores@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Nicolás Rodríguez Jeangros
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:51:11 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network regularly. But currently, I commute from
Erie using Valmont and Isabelle Rds. I have had several experiences when distracted or
unskilled drivers could have ended my life if things had happened with differences of seconds
or milliliters of when/where they happened.

• I have a PhD in Environmental Science and have been involved in several projects that can
impact wildlife, and for which protecting wildlife has been an important consideration. From
looking at the limited documentation, it appears to me that the environmental/public health
benefits of this project highly outweigh the temporary and possibly minor wildlife impacts. I
have heard a rumor that there is considerable opposition to the project due to its wildlife
impacts. I urge you to please rely on experts on this matter (scientists and engineers that do
proper/quantitative risk/benefit analysis) and not on uninformed public opinion.

• I see several other cyclists commuting as well on those same roads every time.

• The BERT trail would offer a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Best,
Nicolas Rodriguez Jeangros

mailto:nicolairj@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/XM5eCxkz7NtR7Y5js8f4Fyu5aJ?domain=bouldercounty.gov/


From: Whitney Stark
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of Erie bike path - BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 10:29:15 AM

Good morning,

I am writing in support of the BERT. As our area grows and cycling/running become more
popular, we are in need of more trails to safely recreate. There are too many fatal car accidents
involving bikes and pedestrians and I believe the value to our citizens would outweigh any
impacts on wildlife. 

Thank you for your time

Whitney Stark

mailto:whitney.stark@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Benjamin Oppenheimer
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of the BERT trail project.
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:46:13 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

A few points.  I am a recreational cyclist and cycle frequently on
dirt paths around Boulder Co.  I prefer to stay off of roads and on
dirt to enjoy the wildlife.  I do worry that the road traffic
east-west on this corridor (e.g. Valmont Rd.) can be quite dangerous.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,
Ben

Benjamin D. Oppenheimer
1690 Oak Ave.
Boulder, CO 80304

mailto:benjamin.oppenheimer@colorado.edu
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: John Sherohman
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of the BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:41:16 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners, I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie 
Regional Trail (BERT). I am a cyclist and I bike from home in Erie to work in Boulder 
multiple times a week. Currently I do this on roads (mainly Isabelle and Baseline), 
both of which are challenging to safely navigate, especially in winter months. 
The BERT trail would offer a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. We 
need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. 
The BERT trail will add a crucial east-west link in Boulder County's regional trail 
network. This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate. 
Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail. Sincerely, John Sherohman John 
Sherohman 11776 Billings Ave
Lafayette CO 80026

mailto:john.sherohman@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Matt Getty
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of the BERT Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 3:00:13 PM

Hey Commissioners,

I’m writing in my wild support for the BERT trail.

I’ve lived in Boulder County my whole life and am an avid cyclist. I routinely make use of a lot of the Coal Creek
trail to get into Boulder.  The BERT is a unique connector trail that in my mind would serve as a key part of an
around-Boulder-County ring trail network. The RTD space for the trail is unused and just waiting for new life.

As more people move out east (myself included), having safe connections (please, biking on Isabelle or Valmont is
not safe for anyone even those wearing high vis clothing) is essential and fun.

I urge you all to move forward with this project. We need more bike trails and more bikes (which generate more
safety).

Thanks,
Matt Getty
364 W Sycamore Ln, Louisville

mailto:matt@blackaspen.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Matt Zientek
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of the Boulder Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:57:26 PM

Dear Commissioners,

I'd like to express my strong support of the plan to construct the BERT along the
recommended corridor. 

I ride from my home in Erie to my work in Boulder twice a week. I take the Coal Creek and
36 trails in order to have a safe ride, even though that totals 23 miles. There is no safe
east/west alternative for cyclists or pedestrians in this part of the county.

Riding on Isabelle/Valmont is terrifying, not at all suitable for bikes, and we're in desperate
need of a viable alternative. BERT would let me have a safe ~12 mile ride, and I would
absolutely increase my # of days cycled per week as a result. 

Erie is growing massively, and so is the associated traffic and climate impact in the
Erie/Boulder corridor. Let's take cars off the road, prevent further cycling deaths in
Boulder County, and open more access to this beautiful stretch of open space.

Thank you,
Matt Zientek
Erie, CO

mailto:matt88@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Adam Hecht
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In Support of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:44:32 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week.
The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.
We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.
The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.
This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Adam Hecht
7729 Country Creek Drive
Niwot, CO 80503

-- 
__
I_  I_
    I__I

mailto:aghecht@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Peter Spuhler
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] in support of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:38:34 AM

Hi,
I've been made aware that there is an upcoming vote on the approval of the Boulder to Erie
Regional Trail.
I remember voting on this in one of our elections probably too long ago.  I'm glad this is
finally happening and have been looking forward to this trail being built. I'm very much in
support of this trail and trails like it.

As good as Boulder is relative to the rest of the country, we still have a long way to go to
connect our towns with safe and pleasant bike and walking trails. There is currently no safe
way to bike to Erie. This will be a great addition to our regional trail system that will
encourage bike use.

thanks for your support for regional trails

Sincerely 
Peter Spuhler

mailto:peter@spuhler.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Angela Richardson
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 6:58:41 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic.

• Simply put - we need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too
dangerous. My eldest son, 8 years old, was nearly hit as we were biking
to a crosswalk where we could then access a bike route off Baseline
between 75th and 95th in Lafayette. It has been devastating to our
community that the 24/25 back to school began with two children being
struck by cars at the same cross walk near Indian Peaks neighborhood.
We need safer bike routes that connect those of us in Eastern Boulder
County to Boulder proper. 

• With that said, the BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder
County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water,
climate and people. 

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

 
Angela Richardson
824 Applewood Dr.
Lafayette, CO 80026

mailto:angie.richardson170@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
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From: Kyle Webb
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In Support of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:23:41 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• My two boys and I are avid cyclists and use our Boulder trail network multiple times
per week. Combined we ride thousands of miles each year on Boulder trails and paths
and we will really enjoy and take advantage of the dirt surfaces.

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. We hear too
frequently of tragedies involving bikes and vehicles. In 2023, Magnus White, a 17
yr old promising national level cyclist, was killed in Boulder by a driver. I had to
break the news to my boys. Magnus was an older member of the Boulder Junior
Cycling team who my boys looked up too. Everytime my boys go for a ride we
plead with them to stay off the roads and use the trails and paths near our homes.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network. An east-west link is key gap in the trail network. Many who live in eastern
Boulder Country need a safer way to access Boulder and western Boulder County via
bike.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail! All BOCO residents will benefit!

Best regards,

Kyle Webb

2852 Grand Lake Drive

Lafayette, CO

 

mailto:webbk2@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Louise Kelly
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:43:15 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my strong support for the Boulder to Erie (BERT) multi-use trail project. I believe
that this project will have significant positive impacts on our community and the surrounding
environment.

Bicycling commuting is a sustainable and healthy transportation option. The BERT trail would provide a
safe and convenient alternative to driving, reducing traffic congestion, improving air quality, and
promoting physical activity. By encouraging more people to bike to work or school, we can reduce our
reliance on fossil fuels and contribute to a healthier, more sustainable future.

In addition to the benefits for human health, the BERT trail would also have positive impacts on wildlife.
Studies have shown that well-designed and managed trails can coexist peacefully with wildlife. By
providing designated areas for recreation, we can help to reduce the impact of human activities on
sensitive habitats.

I urge you to reject the claims that a multi-use trail would harm wildlife. These claims are often based on
misinformation and do not reflect the scientific evidence. With proper planning and mitigation
measures, the BERT trail can be built in a way that minimizes its impact on the environment.

I believe that the BERT trail is a worthwhile investment in our community. It will provide a valuable
recreational resource, promote sustainable transportation, and protect our environment. I urge you to
support this project and move forward with its construction.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely, 

Louise Kelly
3585 Longwood Avenue
Boulder, CO

-- 
Louise Price Kelly
louisepricekelly@gmail.com
(C) 914-275-5356
Pronouns: she, her, hers

mailto:louisepricekelly@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:louisepricekelly@gmail.com


From: Tomas Remotigue
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:06:13 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I strongly urge you to vote in favor of the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am a cyclist and I regularly use our regional trail network, but only on weekends. The BERT trail offers a
safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. and a connection between East Boulder County (where I
live) to Boulder (where I work). 

I currently live off of Lookout Road and, due to past close calls attempting to commute to work, I no longer
ride my bike during the week out of concerns for my safety. Our narrow, more rural roads are too dangerous
for cyclists during commute hours. In the last few years development, especially in the Erie area, has only
made this worse.

This project will allow me, and countless others, to regularly commute and recreate by bike, taking traffic
off of our roads and reducing our environmental impact. This will improve the quality of life for all Boulder
County residents, whether or not they actively use the BERT Trail.

Please vote in favor of the BERT trail to make cycling safer and reduce the burden on our already
crowded roads.

Sincerely,

Tomas Remotigue
5600 N 115th St.
Longmont, CO 80504

mailto:tomremo@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Robin Malloch
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In support of the Boulder-Erie Regional Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:58:20 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my support for the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail project. As a
resident of Boulder, I believe this trail will benefit our community and region.

The Boulder to Erie Regional Trail offers several benefits:

Safe Transportation: The trail will provide a safe, off-road alternative for cyclists,
pedestrians, and runners, reducing the risk of accidents and promoting healthy
transportation options. As a regular cyclist, I have had bad experiences when traveling
on the major roadways between Boulder and Eerie. 
Climate Impact: By encouraging more people to walk, bike, or run, the trail will help
reduce greenhouse gas emissions to support Boulder's climate and air quality goals.
Regional Connectivity: The trail will connect Boulder and Erie, improving
accessibility between the two communities. 

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Robin Malloch

mailto:rcmalloch@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: jessica morgan
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] In Support: Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:27:32 PM

Hello Boulder County Commissioners, 

As a long time resident of south Boulder with family in Lafayette & Erie now (due to housing
costs in Boulder), I wanted to voice my support for the proposed  Erie Regional Trail
(BERT).  I think it would be so helpful for the many Boulder residents that want to ride safely
all the way to Erie.  

I am not able to attend the meeting on Thursday so wanted to share my strong support for this
initiative.  I truly believe it will save lives and make bike commuting a more viable option for
many of us that would take advantage of the option.

Thank you,
Jessica Morgan

-- 
Jessica Morgan
Phone: 303-827-8036
Email: jessicamorgan.email@gmail.com
 

mailto:jessicamorgan.email@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:jessicamorgan.email@gmail.com


From: Ra Pa (via Google Docs)
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Letter to Boulder County Commissioners, Comments on BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 1:35:47 AM
Attachments: Letter to Boulder County Commissioners, Comments on BERT.pdf

Ra Pa attached a document

Ra Pa (parmenterb@gmail.com) has attached the following
document:

Letter to Boulder County Commissioners, Comments on BERT

Google LLC, 1600 Amphitheatre Parkway, Mountain View, CA 94043,
USA
You have received this email because parmenterb@gmail.com shared
a document with you from Google Docs.

mailto:parmenterb@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:parmenterb@gmail.com
mailto:parmenterb@gmail.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/PvBdCv2x97ULkA2rHXhLFQFyIa?domain=google.com



Tab 1







TO: Boulder County Commissioners
10/22/2024


SUBJECT: COMMENTS ON THE BOULDER TO ERIE REGIONAL TRAIL
(BERT)


Thank you for the opportunity to comment on your planning process for
BERT. As you are well aware, Boulder County has experienced rapid
and expansive growth of human populations and the development of
residential housing, businesses and industrial complexes over the past
50 years. All of these activities have had extensive cumulative, direct
and indirect negative impacts to the County’s native prairie and wetland
ecosystems.


Vast areas of native prairie ecosystems have been bull-dozed and
developed over the years which has resulted in direct loss of native
ecosystems and severe fragmentation and degradation of others. The
remaining intact native prairie ecosystems in Boulder County should be
protected and improved so they promote successful wildlife feeding,
breeding and dispersal. Prairie ecosystem connectivity should be
enhanced instead of further fragmented to sustain the biological
diversity and function of Boulder County prairie ecosystem.


For one who is concerned for the long term health and sustainability of
the remaining native prairie, wetland and rare plant ecosystems in
Boulder County, I must ask;


“Is this trail really necessary?
Are there not already a plethora of roads, trails and travel


opportunities in Boulder County?
Must we further disturb, degrade and divide what little native
prairies ecosystems, wetlands and rare plant communities to
provide yet another Boulder County trail?
What are the risks to ecosystem health, function and


sustainability of being so short sighted in our planning?


For these reasons I support the comments submitted by; Boulder
Audubon Society, Boulder County Nature Association and Plan Boulder.
Sincerely,
/s/ Rebecca Parmenter


380 Iris Street
Broomfield, CO 80020







From: kimi riter
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Make BERT happen!
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 3:37:41 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners, 

I'm a lifelong cyclist that would never get in a car unless I had to. Couple that with the
fact that my brother was hit by a car while on his bike. Luckily, he survived. The
frequency of bikes getting hit by cars has made it impossible to road ride anywhere
including in what I would call a bike friendly area. I desperately urge you to create a
safe cycling space in the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail. I recently started using the

Highway 36 bike path from one elementary school (Eisenhower) to my other school
(Monarch k-8). It gave me an open air lunch break to exercise and commute safely
without fear of dying. But it runs next to the highway which makes it less than
relaxing as a car ran off the road near there last spring. The BERT is the solution!
And it will only improve the physical and mental health of members in our
community. And we need a mental health lift!

As an educator, I have to look out for every one of my students and their differing
interests. Please consider doing the same to enhance the lives of our cyclists and
ensure that the drivers of the cars don't have to live with having hurt or killed a
cyclist. 

Sincerely, 

Kimi Riter

3666 Chase Ct.

Boulder, Co

mailto:tahigh22@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: David Blankinship
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Make the BERT a reality
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:11:21 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing in support of the Boulder Erie Regional Trail (BERT), in particular the preferred
alignment 1B. This is a trail corridor that has been in discussions for over a decade and it is
very exciting to see that it is close to becoming a reality. Having access to a 8.5-mile off-road,
soft surface path to connect East Boulder to Erie would be an amazing addition to the county
trail system. It provides a safer way for those commuting by bike to get into or out of Boulder
and aligns nicely with county initiatives for vision zero and reduced carbon emissions. It also
provides a wonderful place for trail users of all types to get out and enjoy nature and to
appreciate parts of White Rocks / Teller Farm that have previously only been visible from a
distance. I also encourage the county commissioners to follow through with their previous
commitment to the BERT that was mentioned during East Boulder Creek / Prairie Run Open
Space hearings. The BERT concepts have reached this point in the planning process thanks to
countless hours of work on the part of volunteers, staff, consultants, and board members and
hope that the county commissioners offer it an enthusiastic approval to get things moving to
the next stage.

Sincerely,
David Blankinship
Louisville, CO

mailto:djb@alumni.rice.edu
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Victoria Bisharat
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] PLEASE Build the BERT Trail! It is not safe to not build this trail!
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 9:36:25 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous! PLEASE build
this trail, it is not worth the risk to human life to not have an access trail.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, XX

 
Name
Address

mailto:victoriabisharat88@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Andrew Feeney
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please Build the BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 12:21:27 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network several times a week. I was the City of
Boulder Bike commuter of the year in 2009 and am currently the head coach of the
Fairview High School mountain bike team. I understand the importance of safe routes for
cyclists. I encourage you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). The BERT
trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. It provides a much needed
East- West connection in our regional trail network. The current traffic on our East-West
roads (Arapahoe, Valmont, Baseline) is very heavy and is predicted to increase
dramatically over the next 25 years.  Our roads are becoming increasingly dangerous for all
users, but especially cyclists. We need safer places to ride that are away from traffic. This
trail will also  allow more people to access our wonderful, natural spaces without the need
for cars. Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Andrew Feeney
Louisville Resident

-- 
Andrew Feeney
Physical Science, Anatomy and Physiology Teacher
Head Coach Fairview Mountain Bike Team
Fairview High School
Boulder, Colorado
andrew.feeney@bvsd.org

mailto:andrew.feeney@bvsd.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:andrew.feeney@bvsd.org


From: Chris Munro
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please Do The Right Thing - Put Safety First - Add BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 12:34:26 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Boulder County and you love to talk about support for cycling, safety, etc. Then you get swayed
by other groups because they are more vocal, pay you more or whatever the cause.

Look how many more accidents and deaths are occurring in Boulder County. You can make a
difference to lower future deaths.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Thank you for listening and doing the right thing.

CM

mailto:cmrmunro@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Nico Rodríguez-Jeangros
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please read and share this with the audience before the Thursday vote on the BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:53:50 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network regularly. But currently, I commute (biking) from Erie to
Boulder using Valmont and Isabelle Rds. I have had several experiences when distracted or unskilled drivers could
have ended my life if things had happened with differences of seconds or milliliters of when/where they happened.

• I have a PhD in Environmental Science and have been involved in several projects that can impact wildlife, and for
which protecting wildlife has been an important consideration. From looking at the limited documentation, it
appears to me that the environmental/public health benefits of this project highly outweigh the temporary and
possibly minor wildlife impacts. I have heard a rumor that there is considerable opposition to the project due to its
wildlife impacts. I urge you to please rely on experts on this matter (scientists and engineers that do
proper/quantitative risk/benefit analysis) and not on uninformed public opinion.

• I see several other cyclists commuting as well on those same roads every time.

• The BERT trail would offer a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Best,
Nico Rodriguez-Jeangros

mailto:nicorj@google.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/9s5gCwpyR8fVqBKjtVfgFJcBjs?domain=bouldercounty.gov/


From: Nico Rodríguez-Jeangros
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please read and share this with the audience before the Thursday vote on the BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:53:50 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network regularly. But currently, I commute (biking) from Erie to
Boulder using Valmont and Isabelle Rds. I have had several experiences when distracted or unskilled drivers could
have ended my life if things had happened with differences of seconds or milliliters of when/where they happened.

• I have a PhD in Environmental Science and have been involved in several projects that can impact wildlife, and for
which protecting wildlife has been an important consideration. From looking at the limited documentation, it
appears to me that the environmental/public health benefits of this project highly outweigh the temporary and
possibly minor wildlife impacts. I have heard a rumor that there is considerable opposition to the project due to its
wildlife impacts. I urge you to please rely on experts on this matter (scientists and engineers that do
proper/quantitative risk/benefit analysis) and not on uninformed public opinion.

• I see several other cyclists commuting as well on those same roads every time.

• The BERT trail would offer a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Best,
Nico Rodriguez-Jeangros

mailto:nicorj@google.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/9s5gCwpyR8fVqBKjtVfgFJcBjs?domain=bouldercounty.gov/


From: yanospalding
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please Re-route Bert Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 9:54:39 AM

Dear Commissioners Levy, Loachim, and Stolzmann,

Please instruct staff to re-route the Bert Trail between 75th and the Teller-White Rocks Trail. 
The City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks designates this area “Habitat
Conservation Area,” and the BVCP classifies it as a “Critical Wildlife Habitat.”  We consider
commuter biking to be an important means of protecting the environment, but destroying an
invaluable part of our natural environment to create the bike trail is antithetical.
If you direct your trail planners to work with the City's Open Space staff to reroute the trail
north of Valmont Road, you can avoid fragmenting the HCA and protect the biodiversity rich
area and the species that nest and forage there.  It is well worth any extra time or money this
would entail.

Sincerely,

Lisa Spalding
1135 Jay Street
Boulder, CO

mailto:yanospalding@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Cathern H Smith
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please Re-route the BERT Segment Running From Sawhill Ponds to White Rocks and Retain the

Option for an Overpass at 287
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 7:51:38 AM

Dear County Commissioners,

Globally, we stand in the midst of a wildlife crisis without a value system to preserve
biodiversity.  “Global wildlife populations have plunged by an average of 73% in 50

years…”
[1]

  Since 1970, in North America there has been a lesser reduction, 39%.  But
39% is still a substantial number.

While it may seem that the actions we take in Boulder County make no difference, the
truth is that running a trail through lands carefully cultivated by OSMP to serve the needs
of nesting raptors, Preble’s meadow jumping mice, and other critters tips the scale
towards reduced populations that may lead to extirpation, which in turn may lead to
eventual extinction.  If human recreational desires are always given priority over the
reproductive needs of raptors and other critters, it becomes a question of pace not
outcome.  Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) has recommended at least 9 months of
seasonal closures along the Sawhill Ponds to White Rocks segment to protect the
nesting raptors.  The fact that CPW has recommended such extensive closures speaks
volumes for the biological significance of the area and the need for protection.

Fireflies and Ute ladies'-tresses are among the invertebrates and plants currently found
along the proposed segment of BERT that runs from Sawhill Ponds to White Rocks.  CPW
recently got authority to study and conserve these life forms.  Passed in 2024, HB24-
1117 authorizes CPW - for the first time - to study and conserve rare plants and insects. 
It is likely that the Sawhill Ponds to White Rocks segment contains invertebrates and
plants that will gain future protection. 

The golden and bald eagles living in the area are protected by The Bald and Golden Eagle
Protection Act (16 U.S.C. 668-668d).  The Act prohibits taking of these birds, and the Fish
and Wildlife Service makes it clear that “[t]he Act defines ‘take’ as ‘pursue, shoot, shoot
at, poison, wound, kill, capture, trap, collect, molest or disturb.’  Regulations further
define ‘disturb’ as ‘to agitate or bother a bald or golden eagle to a degree that causes, or
is likely to cause, based on the best scientific information available, 1) injury to an eagle,
2) a decrease in its productivity, by substantially interfering with normal breeding,
feeding, or sheltering behavior, or 3) nest abandonment, by substantially interfering with

normal breeding, feeding, or sheltering behavior.’  (50 CFR 22.6).
[2]

  The Fish and Wildlife
Service goes on to say that “In addition to immediate impacts, this definition also covers
effects that result from human-induced alterations initiated around a previously used
nest site during a time when eagles are not present, if, upon the eagle's return, such
alterations agitate or bother an eagle to a degree that interferes with or interrupts normal
breeding, feeding, or sheltering habits, and causes injury, death or nest

abandonment.”
[3]

While the best course of action would be to re-route the Sawhill to White Rocks segment
of the trail, if you move forward then various mitigation measures should be considered
including:

mailto:cathernsmith@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


·       Measures to preserve the hydrology;
·       Keeping dogs off of the Sawhill Ponds to White Rocks segment as the
presence of dogs - even on leash -  is known to disturb wildlife;
·       Wildlife crossing for amphibians, snakes, turtles, and other small critters.
·       Study the impact of bike lights and runners lights on the existing trails and
make appropriate adjustments to the hours the trail is open.

Finally, due to the environmental impacts of running the trail over to Boulder Creek in the
event that the water table is too high to make an underpass feasible, please retain the
Option for an Overpass at 287.

As you weigh the staff proposal, please bear in mind that we also live in a time when the
reduction in wildlife populations from human generation to human generation resets
norms.  As the magic and beauty of our wild world is reduced, we too are impoverished. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and for your service to the people, critters,
and other life forms of Boulder County.

Best,

Cathern Smith
Louisville, CO

[1]
  Https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2024/oct/10/collapsing-wildlife-populations-points-no-

return-living-planet-report-wwf-zsl-warns
[2]

 https://www.fws.gov/law/bald-and-golden-eagle-protection-act.
 
[3]

   Id.
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From: Bart Geerts
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Cc: Angelina Geerts
Subject: [EXTERNAL] please say YES to BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 6:48:01 AM

Hi,
 
My wife and I live in Boulder, have 3 kids, and love cycling. The new BERT trail would provide an
incredibly valuable cycling route away from dangerous traffic.
 
Bikes are low impact, impacts on wildlife are minor and can be managed.
 
Bart and Angelina Geerts
640 S 46th str.
Boulder CO 80305

mailto:bartogeerts@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
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From: Brian Dykman
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 8:24:41 PM

Dear commisioners,

  It is very important to me that a new Boulder to Erie Regional
Trail (BERT) be built. I use the local trails often (twice this week!)
and citizens need a safe place to ride.

Sincerely,

Brian Dykman
Erie, CO

mailto:brian_d12@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Tim Kenkel
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:46:19 AM

 
To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).  More trails and safe places to ride
makes for a happier, safer, more connected community. Boulder County has had a steady increase
in population that has not had a proportionate increase in places for hikers and cyclists thus creating
more crowds and strain on our existing network. 

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network on a daily basis, sometimes for recreation
as well as commuting to work on a year round basis.  I have been commuting to work on a
bicycle since March of 2000 and  proactivly seek out multi use trails to make a safe and
enjoyable route to work.    

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.  I say this as my cousin
Terrence Doherty was killed while riding his bicycle in Boulder County sereral years ago. 

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.  More trips by
bike will also make healthier, happier community. 

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,
Tim Kenkel

mailto:timkenkel@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Dena
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support BERT!
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:58:46 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to ask that you please support the Boulder to Erie Regional trail (BERT). I am from an entire family of
cyclist and we all ride the regional trail network every week. From riding to and from work, for high school
mountain bike practice to junior team training to riding to the store for dinner.  There are too many unsafe roads now
with too many distracted drivers.  We need safe places to ride and commute, away from cars, separate from cars.. I
understand that the impacts of wildlife are a concern in your decision. Couldn’t a trial trail be ridden for a period of
time  or trail closers during concerns of wildlife impact be considered?  The decision to open this trail could save
lives.  Please give it a chance,

The DeBoom Family, Todd, Dena , Eli & Rowan

mailto:denadeboom@mac.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Joel Kimmel
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please Support BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:11:41 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.  We need
safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our environment and encouraging
healthy activities for commuters and families.

Please build the BERT.

Sincerely, 

Joel Kimmel

-- 
Joel Kimmel
1220 Aikins Way
Boulder, CO
303.524.2205
joelkimmel@gmail.com

mailto:joelkimmel@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:joelkimmel@gmail.com


From: Rowan DeBoom
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 6:38:18 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to please support the BERT trail. I am a cyclist and so is my whole family
and many of my friends. We rode trails every week, for practice and commuting.
There are so many unsafe roads and distracted drivers. This trail could save lives,
please give it a chance. 
I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely Rowan DeBoom 

Sent from my iPhone

mailto:rrdeboom@icloud.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Scott Barkley
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:10:31 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am a cyclist and used to bike commute between Erie and Boulder on a regular basis, but have decided that
our roads are simply too dangerous.  To help get more cars off the road and reduce the environmental
impact of commuting, we need safer places to ride.  BERT would add a crucial east-west link in Boulder
County’s regional trail network, and would increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water, and climate.  

Please make cycling safer and build the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail.

Thank you,

Scott Barkley
1382 Washburn St
Erie, CO 80516

mailto:scottgbarkley@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Sally Keefe
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please Support Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:56:53 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). I am a cyclist and I use our
regional trail network routinely or recreation and as well as to commute and run errands.
 
The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. We need safer
places to ride. Our roads have become too dangerous.

The BERT trail will add a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network. This
project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please connect our community and make cycling safer by building the BERT trail.

Sincerely,
Sally Keefe
 
_____________________________________________________________________
Sally Keefe |  sallykeefe@gmail.com | 1742 Quince Avenue, Boulder CO 80304

mailto:sallykeefe@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:sallykeefe@gmail.com


From: John Hoelle
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:22:57 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I would like to join the community of cyclists and trail users urging you to support the Boulder
to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network regularly, as do my children.  

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. I live very close to
where two children were recently hospitalized after being hit by cars within a 24-hour period.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Kind regards,

John Hoelle
3590 Nyland Way, Lafayette, CO 80026
Family Attorney and Mediator 
www.consciousfamilylaw.com
cell: (303) 330-1590

Co-author of the bestselling book The Collaborative Divorce Advantage 

Author of the book Heal As You Go: Thrive and Grow While Moving through Divorce 

(Audiobook version here)

mailto:johnhoelle@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
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https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/oEdACv2x97ULY3Dxu5uLFQc1z2?domain=amazon.com
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From: Maureen Cameron
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support the BERT trail!
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 4:13:19 PM

﻿To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. My family depends
on trails like these to safely get around the region. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. Drivers are too
distracted, and we shouldn’t need to have to be riding defensively at all times. 

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail. 

Many thanks,
Maureen Cameron
515 Juniper Avenue
Boulder, CO 80304

mailto:maureenacameron@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Hannah Nordhaus
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support the BERT trail!
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:23:34 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I’m a cyclist and frequent user of our regional trail network. With multiple cyclist deaths each
year on county roads, cherished members of our community, I feel increasingly unsafe riding
on roads and now almost exclusively ride on our dirt and paved trails throughout Boulder
County. 

The BERT trail would provide a safe space for cyclists away from our dangerous county roads
and adds an important link from Boulder to the eastern part of the county, keeping more
people off the roads and increasing bike use and bike trips through the county. 

Please approve the BERT trail and continue to support and improve our regional trail work
and safe corridors for cyclists. 

Sincerely,

Hannah Nordhaus

235 29th St.

Boulder, CO  80305

**********************************************
Hannah Nordhaus
National Geographic Fellow, author of American Ghost and The Beekeeper’s Lament
303-907-9795 m.
hannah@hannahnordhaus.com
www.hannahnordhaus.com 

mailto:hannah@hannahnordhaus.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
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From: Kate Davis
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support the BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:50:19 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to strongly urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
(BERT).

I am a mother of five active children who love to bike and run. They use trails around
the area to ride to practices, to visit friends, or for running. However, there are
limited or no options for safe traveling via trails to many locations. Specifically, there
are currently no safe trails leading from Boulder to Erie. I do not feel comfortable
with my kids riding along dangerous roads, like Valmont. We need safer places to
ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated
space for cycling away from traffic and adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder
County’s regional trail network. Building this project would increase environmentally
friendly commuting and protect riders and runners. We love Boulder for its forward
thinking, healthy, active lifestyles which promote environmentally friendly ways to
commute. Please continue this progress by supporting the BERT trail.

Regards, 

Kathryn Davis, PhD
University of Colorado, Boulder
7899 Devonshire Way, Boulder CO 80301
--

mailto:katedavis22@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Makenna Duncan
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support the BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:28:56 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,
I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). I am a cyclist that lives in Erie and works
in Boulder.  I would love to be able to ride my bike to and from work but the two lane roads that are an
option right now are just too dangerous.  The BERT trail would offer a safe, dedicated space to bike away
from traffic and would be much more family friendly for taking kids on rides.  We currently use the trail
system that exists and love being able to bike, run and walk on a safe trail that provides great views of the
nature around us. The roads are too dangerous for bikes, and also drivers, for bikes to be regularly using
them for recreation and transportation.  This project could help increase the number of people
commuting by bike as I know there are alot of people that live out in Erie but work in Boulder. 

Please make biking safer and build the BERT trail! 

Thanks, 

Makenna Duncan

318 Orion Cir, Erie, CO 80516

mailto:mcoesmith@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Robert Pickels
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please Support the BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:53:53 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

It may not seem so, but Boulder has limited cycling opportunities. My middle-school
aged children love cycling, but with the slew of deaths that deeply affect our
community I do I not feel they are safe riding on the roads. Boulder and Boulder
county need additional opportunities for safe cycling for both recreation and
commuting. 

This link is crucial to more safely access other networks without resorting to riding on
dangerous roads. It would greatly increase the value of the infrastructure already in
place. 

Please support our community and my children, 

Thank you, 

Rob Pickels

4456 9th st. 

Boulder, Colorado. 

80304

mailto:robertpickels@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: erin lewis
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:12:07 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a parent of a young cyclist and they use our regional trail network
every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional
trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and
climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Thank you,

Erin Lewis
2253 Edgewood Dr. 
Boulder, co 80304

mailto:mcnamaraerin@hotmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Chihhao Shen
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:22:39 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I've lived in Erie for more than 10 years. I'm a cyclist who bike to/from work in Boulder on a
weekly basis. For the past 10 years, I have had to resort to either Baseline Rd or Lookout Rd
for my commute, neither of which is really safe. Please make cycling safer and build the
BERT trail.

Sincerely,
Chihhao

mailto:shench@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Mike AbiEzzi
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:02:59 PM

Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail

--
Mike AbiEzzi
4789 Tantra Dr,
Boulder, CO 80305
440.212.5487

mailto:mjezzi@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Aaron Vaughn
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please Support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 4:16:53 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). 

I've been a member of the Boulder competitive cycling community for over 15 years and am
well aware of the challenges we face with motorists and cyclists co-existing on the roads. In
June, 2016 I was on a ride with my good friend and RallySport teammate Bill Davis. Toward
the end of our ride we parted ways to ride home. 15 minutes later Bill was hit and killed by a
motorist on Jay Road. This is an all too common story around here that will continue unless
we take steps to improve our infrastructure. 

The BERT trail offers a fantastic opportunity to connect trail systems and allow cyclists to ride
for multiple hours without an extended period on an open road. 

Please consider my input in your decision to make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Aaron

 
Aaron Vaughn
5453 Mesa Top Ct.
Boulder, CO 80301

mailto:aaron.vaughn88@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Stephanie Pease
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:57:57 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• My son is a cyclist, he has used our regional trail network every week whenever
weather has permitted. My husband is strongly considering starting mountain biking
bc of dangerous interactions he has had in encounters with traffic while road riding.

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. Nearly
every week that my family members ride, they report dangerous interactions with
traffic. I don't want them to become another mortality statistic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous and the process
of making them safer is long.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate. It will
also improve the health of people who ride, making them more productive members
of society who are better able to engage in activities that benefit the community and
our environment.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Stephanie Pease, 305 32nd Street, Boulder CO 80305

mailto:stephanie.pease@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: RB Thoms
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 12:12:06 PM

Greetings Commissioners,

I am writing to urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). As a
Boulder resident and avid bike commuter and recreational cyclist, I use our regional
trail network every week.  I'd like to emphasize several important benefits of this
proposed trail: 

• The BERT trail will offer a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.  This
is particularly attractive to cyclists looking for an alternative to the existing US 36
bikeway which follows the highway corridor and is consistently noisy with poor air
quality.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.  This is
especially important to me, as our daughter is an active member of the Fairview HS
mountain bike team which actively use the regional train network to train.  More
options for SAFE training routes would be fantastic!

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will help to increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling in/around Boulder safer and approve the BERT trail proposal.

Thanks,
R. Brad Thoms
711 Ithaca Drive, Boulder

mailto:rbradthoms@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: KL Brungard
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please SUPPORT the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:40:46 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to ask you to support the proposed Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).  My spouse and teenage son
are both avid cyclists, and the proposed BERT trail would offer a safe place for biking that is away from traffic. My
son was a teammate and friend of Magnus White who was recently killed while riding on the shoulder of the
Diagonal Highway. The roads around Boulder County have become too dangerous for cyclists. I would like to see
further development of trails in the area that allow my family and I to enjoy the outdoors on bikes and safely away
from vehicles.

In addition to safety, the proposed BERT trail would add a very beneficial commuter link from Boulder to eastern
BoCo and would also provide access to other trails without having to drive a car to access trailheads.  The BERT
trail would be a wonderful car-free addition to the existing trail system in our community.

Please make cycling in Boulder County safer by supporting and building the BERT trail.

Thank you,
Karen Brungard

mailto:klb@blayne.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: daniel mellish
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 12:21:19 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,
Dan Mellish
 
590 w willow ct
Louisville CO 80027

mailto:dmellish@hotmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Chet Henry
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please Support the Boulder to Erie Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 10:50:18 AM

Commissioners,

Currently there is no safe connection between Boulder and Erie for those of us who need to
travel between those two cities without driving a car.  This has to change!  8.5 miles is an easy
cycle trip and only easier with the advent of e-bikes.  Although there are
environmental concerns, those would be offset by the increased cycle traffic between the two
cities and the reduction of auto traffic.  Please support this proposed connection.

Thanks

Chet Henry

mailto:chet.0x.henry@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Karla Kingsley
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support the Boulder-Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:04:28 PM

Hello Commissioners - 
I live here in Boulder County (in Boulder) with my children and I frequently bike with them or
by myself to destinations all around the city, using the trail network. My biking trips have
replaced many many trips and miles by car. However, Boulder County is missing connections
between communities. Once I try to leave Boulder to visit a neighboring community, I'm
forced to ride on dangerous highways. People have been killed riding bicycles on these
highways, and will continue to be, until we can build safer off-street routes for cyclists. Please
support this important trail connection in our region. Thank you.
Sincerely, 
Karla Kingsley 

mailto:karlajane@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Alicia Maloney
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Please support the Erie Regional Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 7:29:07 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Alicia R. Maloney 

 
The Maloney Family 
899 Dinosaur Dr, Erie, CO 80516
502-836-0930
--

mailto:russeaa@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Jeff Gimpel
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Pls vote for the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:45:08 AM

Dear County Commissioners,
My name is Jeff Gimpel. My wife Vikki and I along with our 2 sons ages 9 and 7 reside in
Boulder in the Wonderland Lake area. We regularly use our local trail network. I wanted to
urge  you to vote in favor of the BERT trail. I have often ridden on the Teller's farm subtrail
which intersects the area where the abandoned and fenced off RR tracks are. We would love to
have this trail opened up, as it would provide us with another place for us and our boys to ride
away from the streets. Before you rule against this trail on the grounds that it would disturb
wildife, I would note that the Teller's Farm subtrail intersects the railroad tracks already in the
wildlife area, and based on what I see there when I bike/trail run there, wildlife is thriving.
(There was a bald eagle pair nesting in the spring right off of the bike trail). So please consider
building this trail.

Thanks.
Jeff Gimpel
(Mobile: 646.373.5126 

mailto:jeffreygimpel@hotmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Frances Hartogh
To: loachamin@bouldercounty.org; Boulder County Board of Commissioners; claireforbouldercounty@gmail.com;

Stolzmann, Ashley
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Proposed BERT alignment needs revisions to protect breeding birds
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 7:32:53 AM

Dear Commissioners,

The current proposed alignment of the BERT (Boulder to Erie Regional Trail) between 75th and the
Teller-White Rocks Trail would impact dozens of breeding birds and high-quality habitat. I urge you
to direct your trail-planning staff to pursue, in collaboration with the City of Boulder Open Space and
Mountain Parks staff, a route adjacent to Valmont Road, away from the bird nesting areas and their buffers.
This would provide a safe year-round path for users and preserve the critical habitat on both sides of the
railroad grade in this segment.  

As you can see on the map shown in the BERT Plan draft, September 6, 2024  pdf page 85/88, this
“Phase 4” part of the trail has significant “resource considerations."

County and City maps show this area contains exceptionally high-quality habitat.

- the Boulder County Comp Plan designates this area “Critical Wildlife Habitat” and “High”
or “Very High Biodiversity”
- the City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks designates this area “Habitat
Conservation Area” and does not allow human access.

-in an era of biodiversity loss, we cannot keep fragmenting HCAs and adding to habitat loss
by taking more for recreation.

State and Federal regulations protect the species that nest and forage in this area.

-Bald Eagles are protected under the U.S. Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act and the
State of Colorado has prescribed buffer zones around the nests to prevent human
disturbance.

- U.S. Migratory Bird Treaty Act protects the Northern Harrier and the almost 20 other
birds’ nests along this route.

- Northern Leopard Frogs, a declining species of concern in our county and state, have a
breeding population in this area.

[to see the Colo Parks and Wildlife letter about buffers needed to protect these species,
see Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) Plan Appendices Draft, September 10, 2024 , pdf
page 560/593]

I recognize that this new alignment would require an agreement between the City OSMP and the
County Transportation Departments. It's worth the effort. 

mailto:frances.hartogh@gmail.com
mailto:loachamin@bouldercounty.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:claireforbouldercounty@gmail.com
mailto:astolzmann@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/gawpCM8K5mfkw7YwhwfwF8jG0M?domain=assets.bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/E2ncCNkK5ntPOzpOs4hXFy0odx?domain=assets.bouldercounty.gov


Thanks for your consideration.

Frances Hartogh

Boulder



From: Kathy Gritz
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] proposed BERT line through important conservation areas
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 9:05:16 PM

To The Boulder County Commissioners:

Please consider alternate proposed plans put forward by citizens' groups like the Boulder
County Audubon Society, in order to protect the precious nature preserves, Sawhill Ponds &
the White Rocks Nature Preserve. The draft BERT plan, 1B is unacceptable as it stands &
should be revised with a less ecologically harmful plan.

"At Sawhill Ponds, Critical Wildlife Habitat protects numerous rare bird

species, plus remnant tallgrass prairie, which supports breeding

monarch butterflies and a robust population of fireflies.

At White Rocks, Critical Wildlife Habitat protects rare plant species,

breeding northern leopard frogs, and breeding habitat for numerous

bird species that are rare in Boulder County.

Alignment 1B includes areas where OSMP and Colorado Parks and

Wildlife (CPW) biologists have recommended seasonal closures for up

to nine months for nesting raptors and herons."

Also considerations have not yet been made in the draft plan for night time use of the rail
lines since many of the resident wildlife species are active at night and would be
detrimentally affected by the current plan.

Also in the draft plan there needs to be consideration whether to allow dogs on leashes on
all or part of the BERT. 

Yours truly

Kathy Gritz
Lafayette, CO
-- 
720-289-2285

mailto:kgritz8@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Alexey Davies
To: community-cycles-advocacy-committee@googlegroups.com; Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: [CC Adv Committee] BERT speakers on Thursday, 9am
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 1:13:39 PM

Sue - Not sure of the sequence of speakers.

All - If you are not speaking, please consider writing a short note expressing your support if you
haven't already: commissioners@bouldercounty.gov

On Mon, Oct 21, 2024 at 12:59 PM Sue Prant <sue@communitycycles.org> wrote:
I have another meeting at 11, so I signed up virtually. I may go in person and then ask them if they will be
getting to me by 10:45, in which case I can speak in person. I don't know if in person or online go first or
they go back and forth - does anyone know? thx

On Mon, Oct 21, 2024 at 11:52 AM Alexey Davies <membership@communitycycles.org> wrote:
Who is planning to speak at the Commissioner meeting on Thursday?
From my rough notes I had Kurt, Sue, Alexey, Gary and Tila too (as TAB rep?)
Sign up here.

I asked Alex Phillips about talking points beyond what we stated, and she mentioned that perhaps the
bigger picture of the impacts on wildlife needs to be taken into consideration since this is not a pristine
area free of development,with  an old rail line and gravel pits at 61st.  Most importantly it needs to be
clear that it's wanted.

Do we want to coordinate Talking Points?  I was planning to say something like below (our letter to
commissioners):

Community Cycles' enthusiastic support of Staff's preferred
alternative for BERT

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

Community Cycles, a non-profit bike shop and advocacy organization with thousands of supporters
and 10,000+ followers, is writing to express our strong support for the proposed BERT alignment.

We believe that this trail will provide a safe and enjoyable commuting and recreational opportunity for
our community. Cycling has numerous benefits, including improved health, reduced pollution, and
economic growth. We have seen firsthand how biking can positively impact individuals and families.

While we understand the importance of wildlife conservation, we believe that effective mitigation
strategies can be implemented to minimize impacts. A seasonal closure with re-routes along busy
roads is not a safe or comfortable option for cyclists especially for children & families and does not
support Boulder County's VZ commitment.

The proposed BERT alignment aligns with Boulder County's TMP vision for regional trails and will
contribute to a more connected and sustainable community. The proposed multi use path along
Arapahoe from Boulder through Erie is decades away and more expensive.

Thank you for your work and support of staff's recommendation!

Sincerely, Community Cycles Advocacy Committee

-- 
ride on!

mailto:membership@communitycycles.org
mailto:community-cycles-advocacy-committee@googlegroups.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:sue@communitycycles.org
mailto:membership@communitycycles.org
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/yLBuC0RoXyig7mvRCwfLF9Sb1j?domain=bouldercounty.gov/


alexey davies
alexey@communitycycles.org
Advocacy & Membership Director Community Cycles
www.communitycycles.org         
303-641-3593
2601 Spruce St, Unit B (in the back)    
Join the Movement, Become a Member!

-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Community Cycles
Advocacy Committee" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to community-cycles-
advocacy-committee+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/community-cycles-advocacy-
committee/CADEJFeEM6%3DGTehfkd2LvSkVR7APi2Xg9rTujQcBtCOaoRmZgVQ%40mail.gmail.com.

-- 
Sue Prant
Executive Director
Community Cycles
2601 Spruce Street, Unit B
Boulder CO 80302

Shop phone: 720-565-6019
Direct line: 303-564-9681
e-mail: sue@communitycycles.org
www.CommunityCycles.org

Join the movement! 
Become a Community Cycles member 
Subscribe to our monthly e-news! 

-- 
You received this message because you are subscribed to the Google Groups "Community Cycles Advocacy
Committee" group.
To unsubscribe from this group and stop receiving emails from it, send an email to community-cycles-
advocacy-committee+unsubscribe@googlegroups.com.
To view this discussion on the web visit https://groups.google.com/d/msgid/community-cycles-advocacy-
committee/CAK-%3DS6eEXttR6vJ6q8ttEKJCEK%3DVXQEaSqkV4K54Ngietpmq6g%40mail.gmail.com.

-- 
ride on!
alexey davies
alexey@communitycycles.org
Advocacy & Membership Director Community Cycles
www.communitycycles.org         
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303-641-3593
2601 Spruce St, Unit B (in the back)    
Join the Movement, Become a Member!

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/EKZgCjRgOViGBRE7H5iWFmuiMU?domain=communitycycles.org/


From: Ken Martin
To: Churchill, Jennifer
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Bert hearing, October 10
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 9:27:32 PM
Attachments: BERT support letter to BoCo Commissioners.pdf

Hi Jennifer,

It's finally finished and is attached.

Ken

From: Churchill, Jennifer <jchurchill@bouldercounty.gov>
Sent: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:16 PM
To: Ken Martin <ken80516@gmail.com>
Subject: RE: Bert hearing, October 10
 
Hi Ken,
 
I’ve been organizing 100+ comments and just realized I may not have responded. Can you
please send your comments by noon tomorrow?
 
Thank you so much for your understanding!
 
Kind regards,
 
Jennifer
 
Jennifer Churchill | Communications Specialist
She|Her|Hers
Boulder County Commissioners’ Office
Office: 303-441-1211 | Cell: 303-817-3008
jchurchill@bouldercounty.gov
www.bouldercounty.gov
 
Visit boco.org/BOCC to sign up for updates from the Boulder County Commissioners.
Visit boco.org/advance-agenda to attend public hearings and meetings in person, online, or by
phone.
 

From: Ken Martin <ken80516@gmail.com> 
Sent: Monday, September 30, 2024 3:08 PM
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners <commissioners@bouldercounty.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Bert hearing, October 10
 

mailto:ken80516@gmail.com
mailto:jchurchill@bouldercounty.gov
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Kenneth Martin 
Kenosha Farms subdivision 
Erie, CO 80516 
ken80516@gmail.com 
 
October 22, 2024 
 


Subject: Boulder County Commissioners’ hearing on BERT (Boulder to Erie Regional Trail), October 24, 9 am 


My Question: Why is Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) recommending multiple closures of the proposed 
BERT trail where there are existing year round trails? 


1. Teller Farm Trails overview; 
a. Trailhead on the south side of Valmont, about 0.5 miles west of 95thSt; 
b. Trail south from Valmont to Arapahoe; 
c. Trail north from Valmont to White Rocks trail; 


2. Teller Farm North trail (TFN): 
a. Distances from the trailhead to nests that involve CPW recommended closures: 


i. Valmont to RTD ROW (Red Tailed hawk nest) 1,500 ft 
ii. RTD ROW to Boulder Creek (eagle nest) 2,200 ft 


iii. Note that the TFN trail continues northward from Boulder Creek to White Rocks trail 
about 4,250 ft. 


b. My personal experiences: 
i. I have lived in Erie for 13 years. Use this trail 4/5 times per year; 


ii. Have never experienced closures, except after 2013 “1,000 year flood”; 
iii. During the last 4/6 years, I have frequently seen an eagle (or 2) perched in a tree 


adjacent to Boulder Creek. The tree is about 100 ft west of TFN; 
iv. Have never seen or heard a Red Tailed hawk. 


c. Observations on an early afternoon 75 minute walk on Sunday 10/6 (Broncos on TV at 2 pm): 
i. 10/12 walkers, including family with 2 active noisy boys 6-9 years old. 


ii. 8/10 bikers, including group of 3; 
iii. 2 joggers; 
iv. 1 horseback rider; also “evidence” on trail of previous use during prior week 
v. No dogs (not permitted) 


d. Eagle (nest #3): 
i. Study distances to nest: 


1.  existing year round trail 955’; 
2. RTD ROW 1,640’; 


ii. CPW Recommendation (from study document): “No surface occupancy within 1/4 
mile buffer around bald eagle nests. Seasonal closures during nesting season 
(December to August) within 1/2 mile buffer around nests.” 


iii. On my 10/6 walk, I saw 2 eagles perching at their favorite location, a dead cottonwood 
branch, about 100’ west of TFN. I saw them both walking northbound, and returning 
southbound about 30 minutes apart; 


e. Red Tailed hawk (nest #7) 
i. Study distances to nest: 


1.  existing year round trail <100’; 
2. RTD ROW also <100’; 


ii. CPW Recommendation (from study document): “While this nest is in a “highly 
developed area,” seasonal closure is recommended during nesting season (mid-



mailto:ken80516@gmail.com





February to mid-July) given the extreme proximity of the trail alignment to the nest and 
the documented cases of red-tailed hawks attacking people in defence of their nests”. 


iii. I have never seen or heard a hawk in the past 10+ years. Unable to locate nest; 
3. Sawhill Ponds: 


a. Overview: 
i. Trailhead with a parking lot and picnic area is about 2,000’ west of 75th St; 


ii. Note; the Walden Ponds trailhead is about 2,500 north of the Sawhill trailhead. It is 
significantly larger than Sawhill’s. The trails from Walden & Sawhill Pons intersect; 
many visitors use both trails. 


b. Red Tailed hawk (nest #4) 
i. Study distances to nest: 


1.  existing year round trail 80’; 
2. RTD ROW 30’; 


c. CPW Recommendation (from study document): “While this nest is in a “highly developed 
area,” seasonal closure is recommended during nesting season (mid-February to mid-July) 
given the extreme proximity of the trail alignment to the nest and the documented cases of 
red-tailed hawks attacking people in defence of their nests.” 


d. Distance from the trailhead to the nest that causes CPW to recommend closure. Uncertain, 
perhaps 1,500’: 


e. OSMP has advised that the Sawhill trails are NOT closed during nesting seasons; 
f. Observations from my early Sunday afternoon 1 hour walk on 10/13 (Broncos on TV 2 pm).  


i. The parking lot had about 10 vehicles; 
ii. No picnic tables (1 covered) in use 


iii. Visitors were on multiple observation benches adjacent to ponds. 
iv. 25 walkers (including some from Walden Ponds to the north) 
v. No bikes (not permitted); 


vi. no joggers; 
vii. no horseback riders; 


viii. 1 dog 


Conclusions: 


1. The CPW letter dated July 29, 2024 (and updated August 9, 2024 to Kelsey Blaho of OTAK does 
not explain why multiple BERT locations must be closed for nesting periods that are up to 8 
months long, while there are existing year-round trails that are as close or closer to the nests; 


2. Furthermore, the CPW recommendations do not consider any other criteria, such as the 
Boulder County Comprehensive Plan; 


3. The study includes analysis and recommendations for mitigating ecological impacts on 
raptors;  


4. Thus I strongly support adoption of the plan with Alignment 1b. 







I'm planning to submit written comments. When Is the deadline for submission?
 

Ken Martin



From: Stephen Kandl
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: in favor of BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:19:08 PM

Amending to include my address in the signature. Thanks!

Hello,

I am writing to voice my adamant support of the proposed BERT multi use trail system. We'll
be able to use this to explore our county safely without a car and avoid being on roads as we
commute for work and play. 

Thanks for your consideration and understanding,
Stephen Kandl
3560 Eastman Ave, Boulder, CO 80305

On Tue, Oct 22, 2024 at 2:16 PM Stephen Kandl <stephen.kandl@gmail.com> wrote:
Hello,

I am writing to voice my adamant support of the proposed BERT multi use trail system.
We'll be able to use this to explore our county safely without a car and avoid being on roads
as we commute for work and play. 

Thanks for your consideration and understanding,
Stephen Kandl

mailto:stephen.kandl@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:stephen.kandl@gmail.com


From: Jocelyn Phipps
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Cc: Niqui LaViolette
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Speaking Opportunity- Event for Local Veteran
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 12:12:50 PM
Attachments: Outlook-4ln2njfb.png

Speaking Guidelines Elected Official.pdf

Hello,

My name is Jocelyn Phipps and I am a Community Engagement Coordinator with the non-profit
Homes For Our Troops. Homes For Our Troops is a privately funded 501(c) (3) nonprofit
organization that builds and donates specially adapted, custom homes nationwide for severely
injured post 9/11 Veterans.

Veterans in our program choose where they want their forever home built and one of the
Veterans in our program, Air Forse TSgt Adam Popp, has chosen to live in Lafayette, CO!

Adam Popp joined the military shortly after high school, following the legacy of many of his
family members who also served. He joined the Air Force as an explosive ordnance disposal
(EOD) technician and loved the sense of purpose he felt while serving and forming connections
with his fellow comrades. He deployed to Laos and Diego Garcia before going on his first
combat tour to Iraq in 2004.

During his second combat deployment, on Dec. 7, 2007, Tech Sergeant Popp was removing
improvised explosive devices (IEDs) with the 455th EOD in Paktia Province, Afghanistan, when
one of them detonated. The blast resulted in the loss of his right leg, damage to his right arm,
traumatic brain injury (TBI), and hearing loss.

Now medically retired, Adam has been living in non-accessible housing ever since being injured.
This forces Adam to constantly go up and down the stairs on his prosthetic, causing him constant
pain. Living in this environment for more than a decade has taken a toll on Adam physically and
emotionally. Though he has not used his wheelchair in years, he knows he will need it as he gets
older. 

That is where Homes For Our Troops comes in. We have built a specially adapted home for TSgt
Popp! To celebrate the turning over of the keys, we will be hosting a Key Ceremony for Adam
and his family on the morning of November 2, 2024. I am reaching out to your office because
we would like to invite Boulder County's Commissioners to attend and speak at this event. We
would ask that the speech be 2-3 minutes and focused on the Veteran. I have attached our
speaking guidelines for further guidance.

Please let me know if there are any questions or if your office would like to accept
this speaking opportunity.

I look forward to hearing from you soon!

Best,
Jocelyn Phipps
Community Engagement Coordinator

mailto:jphipps@hfotusa.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:nlaviolette@hfotusa.org







 


 


 
 
 
 


 


General Speaking Points/Guidelines for Elected Officials 
 


 (*approximately 2-3-minute speech)  


  
Morning of the Event:   


 


• Please arrive onsite by 9:15 a.m., unless otherwise indicated by your HFOT contact.   


 


Key Ceremony Only:   
 


• Arrive prior to 9:00 a.m. if you are also attending the pre-event home tour.   


• Stop at the Registration/Check-In table, advise Volunteers that you are a speaker  


• You will be directed to the Community Engagement Coordinator or their designee, who will show 


you to your reserved seat* and go over the program with you.   


 


*As a speaker your reserved seat will be by the podium/in the front row. If you are bringing a guest/guests, 


please notify your HFOT contact for arrangements to be made for their seating.  


  


Speaking Guidelines:  
 


• Thank the Veteran for their service and sacrifice (we can never do this enough)  


• Provide brief background information on yourself & how you know the Veteran (if you do).  


• Express/Explain to the Veteran that they have a community of people that understand and appreciate 


the sacrifice they made and support them. 


o Bring as much personalization into the discussion as possible.  


• Invite everyone to get involved/continue to support HFOT.    


• Let the Veteran know that you are excited that they chose city/county/district/community to build 


their HFOT home out of anywhere in the country.    


 


Tips:  


• In advance, please be sure to check with the Community Engagement Coordinator or other HFOT 


contact to ensure you have the correct rank and pronunciation of the Veterans name, as well as 


spouse/caregiver and children’s names, if applicable  


• Use our organization’s full name Homes For Our Troops or HFOT for short  


 


Please refrain from using:   


• The words “disabled” or “handicapped”. “Severely injured” is preferred   


• Terms such as “Wounded Warrior” or “Homes for Heroes” should be avoided, as attendees may 


confuse HFOT with other nonprofits  


• Direct verbiage/reading from the Veterans’ bio page on the HFOT website  


  
 


 







Homes For Our Troops
508-789-3501 | jphipps@hfotusa.org

 



From: Steve Sundstrom
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support BERT trail please
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 12:10:51 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely
Steve Sundstrom
3082 10th St Boulder, CO 80304
303-810-7818

mailto:stephensundstrom@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kelli Kubala
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 9:56:00 PM

Dear County Commissioners,

I have lived in Boulder County all of my life. I remember when it was kind of a sleepy little
area. As you know, the county has grown significantly in population and as a result, the
number of cars on the roads has dramatically increased as well. Biking is incredible. It is a
pollution free way to commute as well as an excellent form of exercise and recreation. As a
parent to cyclists, as a wife to a cyclist, as a sister to a cyclist, as a friend to a multitude of
cyclists, and as a cyclist myself, I am terrified when I, or my loved ones, are riding anywhere
near cars. BERT will provide a much needed safe East-West cycling corridor. Currently the
only East-West option is along 36, which is too far South for commuters from the Erie area to
Boulder. I have friends who would commute to work by bike from from Erie to Boulder, if it
was a viable option. I know many who would enjoy riding on the trail. Please support those of
us who care about the planet. Those of us who are vunerable on the roads. Support those of us
who Ride for Magnus.

Kindly,
Kelli Kubala 

mailto:kelli.kubala@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: sophie eggert
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 9:09:34 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist, and I use our regional trail network. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Sophie Eggert

 
Sophie Eggert

--

mailto:sophiebrym@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Jessica Gorski
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for “Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) Plan”.
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:34:06 AM

Good morning,

I would like to voice my support for the “Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) Plan”. Thank you for all the effort
you invest in our community.

Best,
Jessica Gorski
South Boulder resident

mailto:jessicagorski@me.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Ryan Hamilton
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for BERT Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:46:37 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

The Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT), is so important to improving quality of life in
Boulder, I implore you to please support its approval

• as A cyclist I use our regional trail network every week.

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 
Ryan Hmailton
4635 Gordon Dr, Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:hamiltondown@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Pete Webber
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for BERT Trail
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 5:11:44 PM

Hello,

My name is Pete Webber, and I am the Executive Director of Boulder Junior Cycling (BJC).

We are a youth cycling program in Boulder County with more than 1,000 members. We were
founded more 18 years ago, and we’ve taught thousands of kids the joy of riding a bike.

I am writing to express our strong support for the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

In 2023 a teenager on our team was tragically killed while riding his bike on a local road. His
name was Magnus White, and he was only 17 years old.

Magnus loved to ride his bike. Cycling was his passion. It brought him joy and learning and
adventure. He was killed because our roads are too dangerous.

We must make cycling safer. We must prevent more tragedies like Magnus’ death.

This trail will save lives.

• We urge you to support Alignment 1B of the Draft Plan. Alignment 1B offers the best
balance of safety, environmental consideration, project cost, and visitor experience.

• We also strongly support implementation of Alignment 1B without seasonal closures. We
must make cycling safer, and closing the trail at any time will force cyclists onto dangerous
roads.

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for youth cyclists away from traffic.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Thank You.

Pete Webber
Executive Director
Boulder Junior Cycling
303-562-7510
http://boulderjuniorcycling.org/

mailto:petewebbercx@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/IQtgCxkz7NtR7qK4Cvh4Fy19Qs?domain=boulderjuniorcycling.org


From: Helaine Bader Skinner
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:45:28 AM

Dear Commissioners,
I strongly support the development of BERT. Bike trails are an important part of building
community, improving easy access to the outdoors and I believe, better appreciation of nature
and wildlife. These trails provide access to non-drivers, exercisers, those who want to enjoy
nature nearby, and people who want to avoid adding to the growing traffic in this area. It also
gives riders a safe place to ride and avoid the busy streets.

My husband and I, along with a group of friends, have started riding the trails together after
the death of our teenage son. We find the trails provide a release for us to get out in nature,
ride for long distances safely, and enjoy the scenery around us. We also do destination rides to
find new places to grab coffee or dinner together. Connecting the towns allows all of us to be
together in a healthy way that also brings us comfort and support.

Given that the plans will consider the impact on wildlife and nature, I feel confident that this
will only improve the way we live within the environment as opposed to creating a negative
impact. 

I fully support the multi-use trail and hope that we will have more opportunities for walking,
riding and enjoying the beautiful towns of the front range.

Thank you,
Helaine Bader

mailto:helainebader@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kelly Twigger
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:22:26 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• My husband, sons and I are a cyclists and I use our regional trail network every week.

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. One of our student bikers was killed two years
ago tragically, he was only 18 years old. I worry every time my sons and husband go out riding with the high school
team.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Kelly Twigger
2945 Juilliard Street
Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:ktwigger@esiattorneys.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Brett Poulton
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:38:51 AM

Good morning,

I’m writing to express my support for the development of the BERT trail.

Last year, one of my pupils, Magnus White, was hit and killed by a car- I’m sure you’re familiar.

I don’t really believe in riding on Highways like Diagonal- it’s clear that there are simply too many cyclists and cars
sharing the road together. We need to provide alternative, safe routes for commuters. I currently work with 5 people
who commute from Erie to Boulder every day (weather permitting) by bike, and its only a matter of time before we
have another tragedy.

The reality is that one day the farmland between Erie and Boulder will be developed. Right now we still have a
choice in how that looks.

Thank you,
Brett

mailto:brettwpoulton@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Zach Noffsinger
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:03:29 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

As an avid cyclist and a bike commuter who no longer feels safe on our roads, I urge
you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).  

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network often.  I also recreate frequently
on the gravel and unpaved routes around Boulder County. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Zachary Noffsinger
3898 Birchwood Drive, Boulder CO 80304

mailto:znoffsinger@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Francoise Bentley
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Boulder Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:15:37 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). I am a City of
Boulder Resident who often commutes by bike, as does my husband and children to
get to school and work. Each day I am nervous to check the news to learn of another
lost life due to a distracted driver cycling accident. This route will provide an off the
street method of transportation between our growing county, reducing loss of life,
increase access to bike networks for commuting, reduce CO2 use through people
driving rather than biking. 

I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network. 
The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.
We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.
The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.
This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Francoise

 
Francoise Bentley
4645 Huey Cir, Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:francoise.bentley@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Erin Witter
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:59:36 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Erin Witter
528 Jackson St.
Lafayette, CO  80026

mailto:erinwitter@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Anna Liao
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:03:52 PM

I am writing in support of BERT as a multi-use trail between Boulder and Erie.

It would be great to have another path, away from cars, for biking and running. It would also
be great for commuters from Erie to Boulder.

I hope the Boulder County Commissioners will support this new trail.

Thank you,
Anna Liao
2430 Vassar Drive
Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:aliao22@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Rachel Doriese
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 12:17:59 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am the mom in a family of cyclists, and one of my sons and I use our regional trail
network every week. My husband and other son use the trails 5 days a week to
commute. 

The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. It also
adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

As a parent and a spouse, I am always hoping that my family members ride on trails,
as opposed to roads, even those with bike lanes. There have been numerous deaths
due to vehicle/bike collisions in recent years. Including the tragic loss of high school
cyclist Magnus White in the summer of 2023. We need trails like the BERT trail as
safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

Regarding environmental impact, the BERT trail will also increase trips by
bike, protecting our air, water and climate. 

Regarding wildlife, I am a long time Boulder resident, who remembers when prairie
dogs were relocated to allow for building. Those prairie dogs are more than thriving
along the paths by Foothills, Pearl, and Valmont bike park. 

I implore you to make cycling safer and commutes easier and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Rachel Doriese
5270 Centennial Trail
Boulder, CO 80303
 

mailto:racheldoriese@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Santo K Ricceri
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Cc: Elisa Zaragoza Macias
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:59:39 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,
 
I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). I am a cyclist and I use our regional
trail system every week. I am also a physician and I routinely encourage my patients to get outside
for regular exercise and support efforts to provide a dedicated safe space to exercise outdoors. The
BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network. Please make
cycling safer and encourage outdoor exercise by building the BERT trail.
 
Sincerely,
Santo Ricceri, MD
597 Trails at Coal Creek Dr
Lafayette, CO 80026
NOTICE TO RECIPIENT:  If you are not the intended recipient of this e-mail, you are prohibited from sharing, copying, or
otherwise using or disclosing its contents.  If you have received this e-mail in error, please notify the sender immediately by
reply e-mail and permanently delete this e-mail and any attachments without reading, forwarding or saving them. v.173.295 
Thank you.

mailto:Santo.K.Ricceri@kp.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:Elisa.X.Zaragoza-Macias@kp.org


From: Sonya Lunder
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Boulder to Erie trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:23:57 PM

Hello,

I am a Boulder resident and passionate bike rider. My kids also ride hundreds of miles each
year on Boulder roads and trails. We fully support the construction of a Boulder to Erie trail. It
would be a wonderful and safe way for riders to transect a busy and frankly scary swath of the
county. 

Please consider the thousands of riders who would use this trail over the decades to come,
when deciding the date of this project.

Sonya Lunder

Sent from Yahoo Mail for iPhone

mailto:sonyalunder@yahoo.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/8bYQCxkz7NtR77lns8f4FyE0eE?domain=mail.onelink.me


From: Janine Schenone
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Boulder-Erie bike trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 5:20:41 PM

Dear Commissioners,

I am writing to ask for your support for the Boulder-Erie bike trail. As I commute by bicycle from Erie to Boulder,
there are many places such as Isabelle Road where there is no bike lane at all. And even the bike lanes on Valmont
are somewhat narrow. Please help to make commuting by bike safer and more convenient for all.

Sincerely,
Janine Schenone
129 Northrup Dr., Erie

mailto:janine.schenone@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Mike Soltys
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for Boulder-Erie Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 10:47:28 AM

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am a bike commuter living in Lafayette, and I commute to work at CU Boulder by
bike every day. The fastest route for me is currently Baseline Avenue, but there have
been several serious vehicle-cyclist and vehicle-pedestrian accidents on Baseline over
the past year. As a result, I use regional trails to detour through Louisville, then
Superior, and into Boulder. The BERT trail would provide a much needed east-west
link in our trail network and make bicycle commuting faster and safer, and I believe it
would increase trips by bike for many Erie, Boulder, and Lafayette residents.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Mike Soltys

1140 Devonshire Ct, Lafayette, CO 80026

mailto:mrsoltys@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Elaine C Erb
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the BERT Rail Trail
Date: Wednesday, September 25, 2024 4:33:42 PM

Dear Commissioners:
I'm writing you as a resident of Niwot and fan of cycling in Boulder County.

For years I have heard people ask what is up with the railroad track that crosses 61st just north of Valmont and
wouldn't it be great to turn it into  a bike trail. Here we have the opportunity to do just that. I'm pleased with the
recommendation for alignment 1B that offers cyclists and walkers an opportunity to have a peaceful, beautiful place
to be outdoors.

My husband and I often enjoy an activity we call birding by bike. It's amazing the birds we take in on our bike rides
throughout Boulder County. This trail would offer one more option for that and would also allow more people to
access the Walden Ponds area with safe and sustainable transportation.

While this option has some more environmental concerns than other alignments, it offers such good outdoor
experience that this trail is worthwhile. I hope to see continued study into building the least impactful trail system as
possible in this alignment.

Currently the City of Boulder has many people in-commuting for work with very few options for safe biking. As we
see many commuters, like myself, using the LoBo trail to get to and from Boulder, I believe we will see interest in
use of this corridor for commuting as well as recreational rides.

Thank you for supporting the BERT and moving this forward.

Elaine C. Erb
7955 Countryside Drive
Niwot, CO

mailto:ecerb@indra.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Ted Barber
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the BERT trail.
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:11:04 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).  It adds a crucial
east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.  Please make cycling safer
and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Ted Barber

_______________________

Ted Barber

1200 Jefferson Ave.
Louisville, CO 80027

+1.303.668.6731

mailto:barber.ted@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: tess amer
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:36:05 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail!

Sincerely, Tess Amer

 
1310 Rosewood Ave Suite A Boulder Co

mailto:tess.lynn.amer@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Ryan McDonald
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 10:26:51 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• As a long time recreational and commuter cyclist, I use our regional trail network
every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network. Numerous times have a

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Ryan McDonald

3840 Hauptman Ct, Boulder, CO 80301, USA

mailto:rjmcdonald83@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Cotton O"Connell
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 9:58:48 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I just wanted to write a quick note in support of the proposed Boulder to Erie Regional Trail,
ahead of your vote. 

As a cyclist, I'm grateful to live in a place like Boulder County with such a well-developed
trail network that provides an alternative to riding on congested roads. As traffic seems poised
to increase, I believe it's important to continue investing in infrastructure that keeps cyclists
and pedestrians safe. This proposed multi-use pathway will be a boon to both recreational
users and commuters—alleviating concerns for safety that might arise from cycling on
Valmont Road, which cars tend to drive on at reckless speeds. 

Thanks very much for reading.

Best,
Cotton O'Connell
405 Oakwood Pl, Boulder, CO 80304

mailto:cottonoconnell@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Erin Arnold
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the Boulder / Erie Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:20:34 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. 

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.  I had a severe
brain injury from a road cycling accident in 2022 and, thus, only ride on trails now.
The incredible trail system in Boulder is why so many of us have moved here and this
would be a great, much needed addition. 

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 
Erin Arnold

3044 8th Street
Boulder, CO 80304

mailto:erin.murphy.arnold@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Elias Bachmann
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Cc: EliasBachmann303@gmail.com
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the Boulder Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:01:12 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Dear Commissioners,
 
I am writing to express my strong support for the Boulder Erie Regional Trail (BERT) project.
This trail is a vital development for the community, as it will provide a safe, accessible
thoroughfare for cyclists and pedestrians traveling between Erie and Boulder—a route that
currently lacks such infrastructure.
 
As someone who values both outdoor recreation and safe transit, I see BERT as an essential
solution to addressing the safety concerns that many in the community have when traveling
between these two areas. With the growth of both Erie and Boulder, it is critical that we invest
in infrastructure that supports sustainable, healthy, and safe modes of transportation. The
trail would offer a much-needed alternative to high-traffic roads, making it safer for everyone,
including families, commuters, and recreational users.
 
Additionally, BERT will enhance the overall connectivity between these communities,
improving accessibility and encouraging environmentally friendly transportation choices. This
would ultimately contribute to the quality of life for residents and promote more sustainable
growth in the region.
 
Thank you for your time and consideration of this important project. I hope you will continue to
support its development and ensure that it becomes a reality for our community.
 
Sincerely,
                    
Elias Bachmann
303-859-0155
 
 

Elias Bachmann, CFA
BSW Wealth Partners
Boulder: 2300 Broadway Street | Boulder, CO 80304
Denver: 383 Inverness Pkwy, Suite 405 | Englewood, CO 80112
P: (303) 444-9696 | F: (303) 444-8585 | www.BSW.com 
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Please remember to contact BSW Wealth Partners if there are any changes in your personal/financial situation or investment objectives for
the purpose of reviewing/evaluating/revising our previous recommendations and/or services, or if you want to impose, add, or to modify any
reasonable restrictions to our investment advisory services. A copy of our current written disclosure statement discussing our advisory
services and fees continues to remain available for your review upon request.
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From: Justin VanVleet
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 12:24:48 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my strong support for the proposed trail connecting Boulder and Erie. As a cyclist who uses our regional trail network weekly, I can personally attest to the importance of having safe, dedicated cycling spaces. The BERT trail will offer exactly that, adding a crucial east-
west link in our trail network and promoting safer rides away from traffic.

I understand there may be concerns about wildlife disruption. It is essential to address these by including comprehensive environmental impact assessments and designing the trail to minimize habitat fragmentation.

This trail will increase bike trips, protecting our air, water, and climate. It will serve as an invaluable asset, enhancing community health, connectivity, and sustainable development.

I urge Boulder County to prioritize this project, which will benefit our community and set a positive example for other regions.

Thank you for considering my support for this important initiative.

Sincerely,

Justin VanVleet (Boulder County resident)

mailto:justinvanvleet@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Christie Schneider
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail!
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:15:29 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

Please support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). As an active family of four,
we greatly value outdoor recreation and fitness opportunities and use our current
regional trail network on a regular basis for cycling! The BERT trail offers a safe,
dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. Roads are way too dangerous to
navigate, especially with a family, and the BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in
Boulder County’s regional trail network. This project will increase our trips by bike,
protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Christie, Joe, Stowe and Everett Scneider

802 Senecio Ct, Lafayette, CO 80026

mailto:christiemurman@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Hanna Vadeboncoeur
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 7:00:39 PM

Hello, 

I'm writing to express support for the development of the BERT trail from an avid cyclist in
Boulder. This route is critical to creating a safer community for the entire county

Thank you, 

Hanna

mailto:h.vadebon@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Chris Byrne
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:54:39 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week.  Boulder County is a
huge cycling community and requires more trails to support safe commuting and
recreational riding.  The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away
from traffic and can help avoid tragedies like Magnus White's needless death in
2023.  

The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.  This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and
climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Thank you,

Chris Byrne
2539 Briarwood Drive
Boulder 80305

mailto:chris.byrne70@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: David Colwyn
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the Boulder-Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 8:39:22 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) for two reasons:

(1) It will make cycling in Boulder County safer and more effective. The BERT trail adds a crucial east-
west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network. As a Boulder County resident and cyclist who uses
our regional trail network every week, I am very aware of the need for safer places to ride. Our roads are
simply too dangerous -- most cycle commuters have had close calls with vehicles, and nearly all know at
least one person who has been killed while riding. The BERT trail offers a safe space for cycling away
from traffic.

(2) As we try to create a cleaner environment, cycling (instead of using gas-burning transportation) is an
important ingredient. This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.
Increasing trips by bicycle will only happen with safe infrastructure for cycling such as the BERT trail. 

Please make cycling safer and support building the BERT trail.

Thank you,
Dave Colwyn

mailto:david.colwyn@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Laura Bird
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 12:32:26 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• My children are budding cyclists and it is crucial to give them more safe, dedicated
spaces for cycling, off roads.

• Gravel biking is only increasing in popularity and we should not ignore the impact
this will have on the few safe gravel paths that are already in use. 

As an outdoors community, we continue to need safer places to ride. Our roads are
simply too dangerous.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate and
provide longer and safer places to run in winter, when many people use the roads in
NE boulder / Gunbarrel, often coming too close in contact with the speeding cars in
that area.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,
Laura Bird

2695 Vassar Dr, Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:laurabird@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Heather Middleton
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Cc: Heather Middleton
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support for the proposed BERT multi-use trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:39:54 PM

Dear County Commissioners,
I am writing to express my strong support for the proposed BERT multi-use trail, which would
create an 8.5-mile connection between Boulder and Erie. Our community urgently needs more
safe trails, particularly to connect to Boulder, as the current roads have become increasingly
dangerous for cyclists and pedestrians.
Tragically, my oldest child was a friend of Magnus, the young cyclist who lost his life after
being hit by a driver distracted by her phone. This heartbreaking incident underscores the
urgent need for safer cycling routes. My husband has been cycling in Boulder since 1991, and
he has witnessed firsthand how the increasing number of drivers on the roads has led to more
accidents involving cyclists over the years. In a town that touts its commitment to promoting
alternative transportation and lowering carbon foot print, a bike trail seems like an obvious
solution.
With the constant development of multi-purpose and dense housing, our population has
skyrocketed. This growth necessitates a corresponding increase in cycling infrastructure to
ensure the safety of all residents. As a parent of a Fairview mountain bike rider, I am deeply
concerned about allowing him to train on any roads nearby, given how distracted drivers have
become and the increase in traffic volume.
The BERT trail would provide a crucial and safe alternative for cyclists and pedestrians,
promoting healthier lifestyles and enhancing our community’s connectivity. I urge you to
support this important project for the safety and well-being of our residents.

Thank you for your attention to this matter and considering your support for this trail. 

Sincerely,
Heather Middleton
6600 South Boulder Road, Boulder, CO 80303
heather@sourceflow.com

Heather Middleton
heather@sourceflow.com
303.385.7528

mailto:heather@sourceflow.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:heather@sourceflow.com
mailto:heather@sourceflow.com
mailto:heather@sourceflow.com


From: Blayne Rawsky
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] SUPPORT for the proposed Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:04:38 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

As a 42-year resident of Boulder County, I am reaching out to ask for your support of
the proposed Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).  I have been cycling in Boulder
County since the mid 1980’s and now have a 16-year old son who is an avid cyclist,
competing in mountain bike and cyclocross races as well as recreational riding.  My
father (who resides in Boulder) is also a regular cyclist in and around BoCo even
today in his eighties.

When I was biking in Boulder County in the 80’s, 90’s and even 00’s, the level of risk
in riding on shared roads with cars and trucks didn’t seem to be anywhere remotely
close to what it is today.  It has gotten to the point where I don’t feel safe riding
along the roads to the north and east of Boulder, areas I really enjoy riding with the
surrounding farm and open space areas.  My wife and I will not let our son ride on
most roads in Boulder County either due to concerns for his safety, which is
unfortunate, as this means he often has to drive his car to a trailhead or location
where he can begin biking in order to remain safe.  

The proposed BERT trail would be an incredible addition to Boulder County’s trail
system, and would provide a safe place for my son, my dad, and me to ride without
the risk of being hurt or killed by an automobile.  A trail such as BERT might even get
my wife to join us for a ride once in a while (she will not go near a road on her bike
that has even moderate levels of automobile traffic.)

In addition to the trail location itself, BERT provides a means of accessing other trails
without needing to drive there, which will reduce additional vehicles on the road and
their associated emissions.  I do understand that there are concerns about impacts to
wildlife in the area of this trail, but sincerely believe the benefits to both human
safety as well as the surrounding environment far outweigh those impacts.

On behalf of me and my entire extended family, I urge you to support building the
proposed Boulder to Erie Regional Trail.

Thank you for your time and consideration.
-Blayne

Blayne Rawsky

303-618-0319
5342 Gallatin Place
Boulder, CO 80303

mailto:blayne@blayne.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Liz Jones
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] SUPPORT FOR: the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:39:26 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my strong support for the Boulder to Erie
Regional Trail (BERT) project. As a dedicated cyclist who relies on our
regional trail network for commuting and recreation, I firmly believe that
BERT will significantly enhance our community's quality of life.

The BERT trail offers a safe and accessible alternative to busy roads,
providing a dedicated space for cyclists, pedestrians, and runners. By
creating a safer environment for non-motorized transportation, we can
encourage more people to choose biking as a sustainable and healthy
mode of travel.

The addition of BERT will also play a crucial role in expanding Boulder
County's regional trail network, providing a much-needed east-west
connection. This will not only improve connectivity for residents but also
promote tourism and economic development.

By investing in the BERT trail, we are investing in a cleaner, healthier, and
more sustainable future. I urge you to prioritize this project and
allocate the necessary funding to move forward with construction.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth Jones
1715 Garland Ln
Boulder, CO 80304

mailto:lizi.jones@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Ryan Kirkpatrick
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support of BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:25:24 AM

I am sending this email in support of the Boulder to Erie trail to help protect cyclists from
traffic accidents.  Trails like this SAVE LIVES.  I understand there may be some impact to
wildlife, but I believe this can be mitigated and again most importantly we can avoid the
tragedies we see on the roads around Boulder because of careless drivers.

Thank you for your consideration,

Ryan Kirkpatrick
303-641-6096

mailto:ryankirkpatrick03@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Hanlu Ye
To: Luebbert, Tonya; Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support of BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:44:34 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am a recreational cyclist and runner and I frequently use the trails available to me in
Boulder, Louisville, and Lafayette. 
The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. We need
safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.
The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.
This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Best,
Lulu Ye

Resident of Louisville, 80027

mailto:y3hanlu@gmail.com
mailto:tluebbert@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Caleb Stoll
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support of Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) for commuters
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:21:22 AM

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). I live in Erie but
within Boulder county. 

In the last 15 years I have commuted to work on my bike over 50,000 miles. I have
commuted on the roads and trail systems throughout Boulder, Lafayette, Louisville,
Broomfield, and Westmisnter. 

The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

Currently, there is not a trail system to North Boulder like the BERT would offer. The
traffic continues to increase on the east to west roads of Baseline, Arapahoe,
Valmont, and Jay Road. I ride my bike on those east to west roads often. When I
drive them I realize how fast traffic is moving and wish there was a trail system that
ran east to west.

The BERT would increase trips by bike and provide a great trail system for the whole
community to be outdoors. 

Please support the BERT.

Sincerely, 

Caleb Stoll

mailto:caleb.stoll@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Michelle Cole
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support of the BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:29:40 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). As a person who moved to
Boulder, partly for the bike paths, I look forward to BERT being an option. We definitely
need safer places for us and our children to ride their bikes. Additionally, it will help our
environment by increasing bike trips and decreasing car trips. 

Please make biking safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Michelle Cole
4325 Butler Cir, Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:michelleee.cole@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Shannon Larsen
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support the BERT trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:08:54 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

My family does a lot of cycling which includes bike commuting and recreational riding. My 9 year old son loves
biking, it is such a great outlet and outdoor activity for him. Safe options for bike riding is imperative, the roads do
not feel safe.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,
Shannon Larsen
1285 Drexel St, Boulder

mailto:slarsen324@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Jon Eisen
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support the BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:06:58 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a long-distance runner (and cyclist when I'm injured) and I use our regional
trail network every week. I've personally run and biked on on Valmont Road past
61st. (I ran to the impound lot off Valmont to get my wife's car once!)

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling and running away from
traffic. 

• We need safer places to ride and run. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network. Imagine connecting the Coal Creek trail to the BERT and closing the loop
with the Boulder Creek Path.

Please make running and cycling safer and fun-ner and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Jon Eisen

77 Benthaven Pl, Boulder, CO 80305

-- 
Jon Eisen

Mountain Ultra Trail Runner / joneisen.me
Podcaster / runningwithproblems.run
Speedlander Team Athlete / runspeedland.com
Data Engineering / joneisen.works / apple.com

mailto:jon.m.eisen@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/FF_ACzp4xNfwj74Bi4fvF9ax-3?domain=joneisen.me
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https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/zB-SCDkZJ7tJ8y3miZs0FjRxeD?domain=joneisen.works
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/wLEzCERX67i0ZYpGfZtJF79gRx?domain=apple.com


From: Alister Pino
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support the BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 9:51:58 AM

Hello,

I'm writing to you to express my strong support for the BERT. I live in Longmont and work in
Boulder - as a Longmont resident I find our access to Boulder via the LoBo and under-
construction Diagonal Highway path invaluable. These paths are part of why I moved here.
Being able to use these for commutes and recreation has improved my health and enabled me
to get one more car off the road - reducing pollution and congestion.

Meanwhile my Erie colleagues (5 on my team of 10 alone) all drive to work in single-
occupancy vehicles. 2 have tried bike commuting before, but the existing options are so
dangerous that they decided it wasn't worth the risk.

I understand that some opposition has arisen due to the potential wildlife impacts of the
project. I strongly urge you to consider that wildlife is harmed by the pollution of cars.
Improving our sustainable transportation options is key to helping wildlife everywhere. If
there will truly be devastating wildlife impacts I would love to see some evidence - so far I
have not been able to find any.

Please support the BERT.

Thank you,
Alister Beck

mailto:alisterjbeck@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Jared Berg
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support the Boulder Erie Regional Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 2:12:38 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Warmly,

Jared Berg

mailto:m.jaredberg@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Erin Lewis
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:15:00 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a parent of a young cyclist and they use our regional trail network
every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional
trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and
climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Thank you,

Steve Lewis
2253 Edgewood Dr. 
Boulder, co 80304

mailto:erin@giulianaimports.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Arturo Gomez del Castillo
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 7:05:26 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 
The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.
We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.
The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.
This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.
This project will help alleviate car congestion on peak hours.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

 ---
Arturo Gomez
833 Flora View DR,
Erie, Colorado
80516

mailto:churro1983@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Ryan Atkin
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 9:10:00 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I am a resident of Lafayette and an avid mountain biker. I urge you to support the
Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

I use trails in our area on a weekly basis and thoroughly enjoy the outdoors and
beauty our area has to offer.  

Unfortunately, many of the trails in our area are connected by unsafe roads with
narrow to non-existent shoulders that are extremely dangerous for those riding
bikes. In fact, I avoid some trails in our area due to the lack of safe
connectivity between the trails and destinations. 

Fortunately, the BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling/biking/mountain
biking away from traffic. We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too
dangerous.

Also, the BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network that I'm confident will be enjoyed by many. Afterall, it's these types of
amenities in the community that make Boulder County such a great place to live. 

I hope that you will support the approval and installation of the BERT trail!

Sincerely, 
Ryan Atkin

mailto:ryan.c.atkin@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kyle Gilliland
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support the Erie Regional Trail (BERT)
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:17:43 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week for commuting and
recreational activities.

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. When
commuting from Erie to Boulder I am constantly using the valmont corridor and
Isablle road which have seen a significant increase in vehicle traffic over the years. I
would much after and more connected to nature if I were able to utilize a dirt path
through our open spaces.  Roads are becoming increasingly dangerous for me to
continue to commute on!

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network and should alleviate traffic, provide additional recreation and commerce
opportunities to both the Boulder and Erie communities.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

 
Kyle Gilliland
763 Carbonate Lane
Erie, CO 80516

mailto:kyle.gilliland@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Ricardo Aponte
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support the Erie Regional Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 9:59:57 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Ricardo Aponte

156 Northrup Dr, Erie, CO 80516

mailto:raponte@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: LINDSAY M CLARK
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support the Erie Regional Trail
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:04:27 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

It is imperative for our county to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
(BERT).  As a cyclist myself with 2 sons that ride bike paths as well,we
frequestn these regional trails and this trail network every week. 
The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.
We need safer places to ride. I sold my rode specific bike about 4 years
ago, as the roads are simply too dangerous to ride on.

The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional
trail network. This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air,
water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail!

Sincerely,

Lindsay Clark, Louisville resident

mailto:linzmclark@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Chris Gabriel
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support the Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:40:57 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Chris 

 
Chris Gabriel
217 Short Pl, Louisville, CO 80027

mailto:chrisgabriel101@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kate Voss
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support the Erie/Boulder bike trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 2:08:45 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week, sometimes multiple times a
day.
• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.
• We need safer places to ride for all bicyclists. Our roads are simply too dangerous.
• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County's regional trail network, and
we need to keep investing in our bicycle infrastructure.
• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail!

Sincerely,
Kate Voss  
 
Kate Voss
2937 Eagle Way, Boulder, CO 80301

mailto:katherineavoss@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Vikki Lindberg
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Support to BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:22:03 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Vikki Lindberg - a cyclist and a mother to two young cyclists 

 
Name Viktoria Lindberg 
Address 1245 Norwood Ave # 40, Boulder CO 80304

mailto:viktoriat2000@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Sujit Nair
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Supporting BERT Trail from Boulder to Erie
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 4:17:16 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every time I can. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. This will be a true tribute to the lives
lost in our roads. 

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 
Sujit

mailto:sujitnair.india@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Ross Younger
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Supporting Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 7:29:03 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

Hi I am a cyclist who uses our regional trail network often, I am writing to support the BERT trail. 

The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic. We need safer places to ride off
roads - too many of our community have been injured or worse due to traffic negligence. 

We lack a east-west link to get between Erie and Boulder today, the BERT trail fills a critical
gap. 

The counter arguments about potential wildlife impact do not make sense - overall less
cars and more bikes is good for the environment and protect our air, water and climate.
Fundamentally, risking more human lives to save some birds nests does not make sense. 

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 

Ross Younger

3850 Paseo del Prado #11

Boulder, CO, 80301 

mailto:rossyounger@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Lin Murphy
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] the "BERT" trail
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 10:16:28 AM

I like to hike, But not where other species need space and quiet to live.
I moved here 30 years ago to support Boulder's  nature environment--not to be counted as part
of a reason to ruin it.
We don't need people everywhere.
People do not own the Earth, despite what patriarchal religions claim.  If Genesis means
anything, it's that we can ruin "Eden".  Humans keep destroying Edens.  This is our Eden here,
which we must share with other species.
Let's back off the trail proposal.
I have ridden many bike centuries, toured thru France and California, AZ, NM.
Bikes belong on established roads. NOT on roads pushed thru native grasses so bikes can
motor thru.
Ban e-bikes.
lin, north Boulder

mailto:lin9@comcast.net
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Kevin Smith
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] This is my vote in support of BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 7:57:10 AM

Dear Commissioners,

I am strongly in favor of the Bouder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).
This trail has many positives, not least of which will be a safe option to commute by bike into
Boulder, and a fantastic trail for running and recreational biking.
Regarding possible impact to wildlife - I do not believe this is a valid concern. If this was the
very first trail through pristine wilderness, then maybe. But this is a trail crossing major
highways, residential neighborhoods, and near oil and gas wells. And it mainly uses a pre-
existing rail corridor.

To make a real difference in reducing impact to wildlife, the number of new housing
developments should be drastically decreased.

Bottom line: My vote is in favor of BERT.

Kevin Smith
2444 Ginny Way
Lafayette CO 80026
303-886-7742

mailto:kevin.miles.smith@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Abby Hellen
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] trail building
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:06:23 AM

Sent from my iPhone
OPEN THE TRAIL!!! thank you so much, i really hope it happens. currently i know three people who have been hit
by cars, two of them killed. this would open so much more safe travel for bikers! thank you so much and i really
really hope you open it

abi hellen
14 years old
boulder high school

mailto:abby_hellen@icloud.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Randy D
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Trail support
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 5:03:37 PM

I just wanted to let you know that I support the boulder to Erie proposed bike trail system. I
have thought for a long time we need better East-West non-road-based travel options and I
think this would be a great opportunity as the greater Boulder community continues to grow to
the East. Thanks, Randy Deck

￼

Randy Deck

Owner
303.506.0404 | RandysRemodel.com

BATHROOMS, KITCHENS, FLOORING, ROOM CHANGES & MORE

   

mailto:randaldeck@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Austin Gardner
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Urging surpport for BERT regional bike trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:32:52 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Thank you

- Austin Gardner
1308 Short Ct. Louisville, CO

mailto:austin.s.gardner@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Jeffrey Butt
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Voicing Support for the BERT
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 10:15:10 AM

Good morning all,

I am a Boulder County resident and would like to voice my support for the BERT trail being
considered by the County Commission tomorrow morning.  It's trails like this that make
Boulder County such a unique and wonderful place to live.  

I have heard that some members of the community are concerned about possible wildlife
impacts, which is understandable.  However, we should not let fear pervade our decision
making.  Speaking from experience building large projects out west, I am confident that if the
construction is scheduled and sequenced properly there should be no or minimal impacts to
wildlife.  As a community we should seek solutions that address the concerns of all
stakeholders.

Thank you for your consideration,

Jeff Butt

mailto:jeffrey.butt@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Chris Angelovic
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] We need the BERT Trail!!!
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:29:52 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). Much like
the LOBO trail this trail is imperative for a way to keep our biking and
pedestrian traffic safe. 

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week for work
and with my family.

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional
trail network. Currently I have clients that will not buy east of Boulder due
to safety concerns when biking. 

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and
climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail. 

Sincerely,

Chris Angelovic

Chris Angelovic
LIV Sotheby's International Realty | 1050 Walnut Street Suite 100 | Boulder, CO 80302
C (720) 438-9232 | F (720) 565-5955 | O (303)443-6161
Chris.Angelovic@SothebysRealty.com | ChrisAngelovic.com

The finest compliment I can receive is a Referral from you!  Thank you for your Trust.

mailto:chris.angelovic@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:chris.angelovic@sothebysrealty.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/TkixCJ6K7jHA6ElgIVfQFyXnvJ?domain=chrisangelovic.com/


Ranking in the top 1.5% of all residential real estate sales professionals or teams in the United States of America out of a total of 1.4 million
agents by REALTRENDS



From: Josh Taillon
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Writing in strong support of the BERT project
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 8:59:45 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing to express my strongest possible support for the Boulder to Erie multi-use trail
(BERT) project. I believe that this project will have significant positive impacts on our
community and the surrounding environment and urge the Commissioners to approve it.

Outdoor recreation and safe bicycle infrastructure are two reasons the country looks to
Boulder County as a leader in modern urban design and lifestyle. Eastern Boulder County
however, stands out as a shocking gap in regional trail coverage. This is especially surprising,
given the large tracts of County-owned land in this area. As one of the fastest growing
communities in the state, Erie is essentially disconnected from Boulder, Niwot, and Longmont
with regards to off-roadway connections.

I personally know car-commuters living in the Erie area that have said they would love to
come to Boulder by bike or e-bike, but do not feel safe doing so. The BERT trail would
provide a safe and convenient alternative to driving, reducing traffic congestion, improving air
quality, and promoting physical activity. By encouraging more people to bike to work or
school, we can reduce our reliance on fossil fuels and contribute to a healthier, more
sustainable future.

I urge you to reject any claims that a multi-use trail would harm the environment. These
claims are often based on misinformation and do not reflect the scientific evidence. With
proper planning and mitigation measures, the BERT project (like our many other fantastic
multi-use trails) can be built in a way that minimizes its impact on the environment.
Additionally, the environmental benefits of taking cars off the road by providing a reasonable
car-free commute from the growing community of Erie to Boulder cannot be overstated.

I believe that the BERT project is an incredibly worthwhile investment in our community. It
will promote sustainable transportation, provide a valuable recreational resource, protect our
environment, and help Boulder County meet our climate goals. I urge you to support this
project and move forward with its construction as soon as possible.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,
Joshua Taillon

1110 Fairfield Dr.
Boulder, CO

mailto:jat255@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Donna Wilson
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Writing in support of a multi-use BERT trail.
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:04:18 AM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

I am writing in support of the proposed multi-use train between Boulder and Erie. I use our
trail system for running, walking, and biking and appreciate so much the wonderful trails that
already exist to support alternative modes of transportation, as well as a healthy lifestyle in our
community. This would provide another valuable  trail to connect Boulder to the east. 

Thank you for your consideration. 

Donna Wilson 
4245 Aurora Ave, Boulder, CO 80303

mailto:donnamrw@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: David Fitzgerald
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Writing in Support of the Proposed BERT
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:58:55 PM

Hello,

I am a resident of Lafayette.  I live near 95th and Arapahoe. As a
cyclist I feel that this area of the city is a bit isolated for
bicyclists.  There is no easy access to the trail systems like the
Coal Creek trail to Erie and Superior, and to Boulder.  I have been
looking forward to this proposed BERT for the past 5 years. I would
love a trail on the north side of Lafayette to access Boulder and
Erie.

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail as this is a
critical east-west trail corridor.

Thank you,
David Fitzgerald

mailto:davefitz4@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Emile Goguely
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Yes on BERT - Emile
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:22:34 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT).

• I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail
network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate AND
reduce the amount of cars on the roads!

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, Emile from Longmont

mailto:emilegoguely@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Noah Atkin
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL] YES to Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 7:20:52 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners, 

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail. I am 13 and I live in Lafayette. I am a
cyclist who would love a safe way to get to my friends' houses in Erie as well as having a safe
way to get to Boulder. The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from
traffic. The roads are way too dangerous for anyone, especially people like me who use them
as bike lanes. This project will increase trips by walking or biking, protecting our air, water,
and overall climate. Please make cycling safer and say YES to the BERT trail. It could save
lives.

From, Noah Atkin

mailto:ntatkin01@bvsd.org
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Erik Jeffries
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:02:46 PM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). I am a cyclist and I
use our regional trail network every week. The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated
space for cycling away from traffic. We need safer places to ride. Our roads are
simply too dangerous. The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder
County’s regional trail network. This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our
air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely,

Erik Jeffries

mailto:erikjeffries@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Sallie Greenwood
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners; Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 1:27:10 PM

Boulder County Commissioner Claire Levy
Boulder County Commissioner Ashley Stolzmann
Boulder County Commissioner Marta Loachamin

Dear Commissioners:

I resent the proposed BERT realignment. I do not want to see yet another designated Habitat
Conservation Area compromised for pedestrians and bicycles.  I can take my recreation
elsewhere that will not diminish what has been designated Critical Wildlife Habitat and
High/Very High Biodiversity. I will not feel deprived but encouraged that we do indeed stand
by protecting critical habitat.

-- 
Sallie M. Greenwood
4424 Greenbriar Boulevard
Boulder, Colorado 80305
(970) 714-3651

mailto:sallie.greenwood@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Ryan Hamilton
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 11:43:47 AM

To the Boulder County Commissioners,

The Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT), is so important to improving quality of life in
Boulder, I implore you to please support its approval

• as A cyclist I use our regional trail network every week. 

• The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.

• We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous.

• The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.

• This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail.

Sincerely, 
Ryan Hmailton
4635 Gordon Dr, Boulder, CO 80305

mailto:hamiltondown@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Jason Hennings
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 3:23:30 PM

Dear Boulder County Commissioners,

 I urge you to support the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT). 
 • I am a cyclist and I use our regional trail network every week. 
 • The BERT trail offers a safe, dedicated space for cycling away from traffic.
 • We need safer places to ride. Our roads are simply too dangerous. 
 • The BERT trail adds a crucial east-west link in Boulder County’s regional trail network.
 • This project will increase trips by bike, protecting our air, water and climate.

 Please make cycling safer and build the BERT trail. 

 Sincerely, 

Jason Hennings 
11436 Flatiron Dr. 
Lafayette, CO 80026

mailto:jmhennings1@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov


From: Dan Sonnesyn
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: [EXTERNAL]
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 8:11:42 PM

Hi there
I am 57 years old and grew up in Boulder county riding my bike on the roads and have been
racing the last 30 plus years. I think a trail would be so valuable to many people. The roads
have become more and more dangerous with more volume and distracted drivers with texting
and we are seeing more deaths because of this.  This is such a great area to ride and there
hasn't been  a good way to ride into Bouldernon trails. Also there has been so much growth in
Erie so this would be a fun safe healthy addition for the community. 

Thanks for your consideration.

Dan Sonnesyn

mailto:dsonnesyn@gmail.com
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov




From: Lambrose, Joni
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: AR 11/5/2024 Collaborative Project Research
Date: Tuesday, October 22, 2024 10:36:18 AM

Hello commissioners team! 
My name is Joni, I'm the motor vehicle trainer for C&R. I'm reaching out to a few
departments for an internal project. If anyone in the commissioners department could
please help me out I'd appreciate it. If busy schedules do not permit this, I understand. 

Purpose: 
I am reaching out to you and other departments in BOCO that reach the community, to seek
knowledge and examples of BOCO collaborating with others inside and or outside of BOCO
divisions. 

Action Requested and Due Date:  
Please reply by 11-5-24. I don't require an answer to all the questions. I listed multiple
questions just to get your brain thinking of possible situations. 
BOCO C&R's definition of Collaborative: We achieve better outcomes by building partnerships
with our community and others.

Who, what, where, how often and why (if permitted) you collaborate with others on
behalf of BOCO?
What valuable outside partnership(s) have you built?
What's an example of an outcome that may not have been reached, or wouldn't have
been as successful, without an outside partnership collaboration? 
Have you been involved in any events that have initiated a successful collaboration?

Supporting Information: 
I am doing a project on Clerk & Recorder values, specifically focusing on the value of
Collaborative. My intention is to learn as much as I can about how BOCO is collaborative with
others for a presentation. Whatever info you have to share is appreciated. Thank you 

 
Kind Regards, 

Joni Lambrose  
She/her/hers
Motor Vehicle Trainer 
Boulder County Clerk and Recorder  
303-413-7025
Boulder County Motor Vehicle
 
**Office hours and days**  
Monday-Thursday 7:30am-5:00pm  
CLOSED FRIDAYS  

mailto:jlambrose@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://bouldercounty.gov/records/motor-vehicle/


Motor Vehicle in-person service is by appointment only to reduce wait times - Click here to
learn more. 

https://bouldercounty.gov/records/motor-vehicle/appointments-only-transition/
https://bouldercounty.gov/records/motor-vehicle/appointments-only-transition/


From: Jannatpour, Vivienne
To: Handyside, Gloria
Cc: Churchill, Jennifer
Subject: BERT comments on BCPOS share of CPP FB event
Date: Thursday, September 12, 2024 1:19:35 PM
Attachments: image001.png

I mentioned these positive comments to Therese and she would like you to share with the commissioners.
 
 

mailto:vjannatpour@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:ghandyside@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:jchurchill@bouldercounty.gov

g Clark Evans

I was disappointed to read the draft plan’s recommendations for seasonal closures that
would effectively make the stretch from 63rd St to US 287 inaccessible from December
to mid-September. | value the nesting birds in this area - 0 if we want to protect them
and build this trail, it seems clear that a different alignment is needed to ensure that the
public can actually use it more than 3 months per year. | encourage everyone to read
the draft plan (the seasonal wildlife closure recommendations are just before the
appendices) and submit comments for consideration - whether you feel similarly or not
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Vivienne



Vivienne Jannatpour
she/her/ella
Public Information & Engagement Manager
Boulder County Parks & Open Space
 
BoulderCountyOpenSpace.org
vjannatpour@bouldercounty.gov
(303) 678-6277
 

http://www.bouldercountyopenspace.org/
mailto:vjannatpour@bouldercounty.gov


Kenneth Martin 
Kenosha Farms subdivision 
Erie, CO 80516 
ken80516@gmail.com 
 
October 22, 2024 
 

Subject: Boulder County Commissioners’ hearing on BERT (Boulder to Erie Regional Trail), October 24, 9 am 

My Question: Why is Colorado Parks and Wildlife (CPW) recommending multiple closures of the proposed 
BERT trail where there are existing year round trails? 

1. Teller Farm Trails overview; 
a. Trailhead on the south side of Valmont, about 0.5 miles west of 95thSt; 
b. Trail south from Valmont to Arapahoe; 
c. Trail north from Valmont to White Rocks trail; 

2. Teller Farm North trail (TFN): 
a. Distances from the trailhead to nests that involve CPW recommended closures: 

i. Valmont to RTD ROW (Red Tailed hawk nest) 1,500 ft 
ii. RTD ROW to Boulder Creek (eagle nest) 2,200 ft 

iii. Note that the TFN trail continues northward from Boulder Creek to White Rocks trail 
about 4,250 ft. 

b. My personal experiences: 
i. I have lived in Erie for 13 years. Use this trail 4/5 times per year; 

ii. Have never experienced closures, except after 2013 “1,000 year flood”; 
iii. During the last 4/6 years, I have frequently seen an eagle (or 2) perched in a tree 

adjacent to Boulder Creek. The tree is about 100 ft west of TFN; 
iv. Have never seen or heard a Red Tailed hawk. 

c. Observations on an early afternoon 75 minute walk on Sunday 10/6 (Broncos on TV at 2 pm): 
i. 10/12 walkers, including family with 2 active noisy boys 6-9 years old. 

ii. 8/10 bikers, including group of 3; 
iii. 2 joggers; 
iv. 1 horseback rider; also “evidence” on trail of previous use during prior week 
v. No dogs (not permitted) 

d. Eagle (nest #3): 
i. Study distances to nest: 

1.  existing year round trail 955’; 
2. RTD ROW 1,640’; 

ii. CPW Recommendation (from study document): “No surface occupancy within 1/4 
mile buffer around bald eagle nests. Seasonal closures during nesting season 
(December to August) within 1/2 mile buffer around nests.” 

iii. On my 10/6 walk, I saw 2 eagles perching at their favorite location, a dead cottonwood 
branch, about 100’ west of TFN. I saw them both walking northbound, and returning 
southbound about 30 minutes apart; 

e. Red Tailed hawk (nest #7) 
i. Study distances to nest: 

1.  existing year round trail <100’; 
2. RTD ROW also <100’; 

ii. CPW Recommendation (from study document): “While this nest is in a “highly 
developed area,” seasonal closure is recommended during nesting season (mid-

mailto:ken80516@gmail.com


February to mid-July) given the extreme proximity of the trail alignment to the nest and 
the documented cases of red-tailed hawks attacking people in defence of their nests”. 

iii. I have never seen or heard a hawk in the past 10+ years. Unable to locate nest; 
3. Sawhill Ponds: 

a. Overview: 
i. Trailhead with a parking lot and picnic area is about 2,000’ west of 75th St; 

ii. Note; the Walden Ponds trailhead is about 2,500 north of the Sawhill trailhead. It is 
significantly larger than Sawhill’s. The trails from Walden & Sawhill Pons intersect; 
many visitors use both trails. 

b. Red Tailed hawk (nest #4) 
i. Study distances to nest: 

1.  existing year round trail 80’; 
2. RTD ROW 30’; 

c. CPW Recommendation (from study document): “While this nest is in a “highly developed 
area,” seasonal closure is recommended during nesting season (mid-February to mid-July) 
given the extreme proximity of the trail alignment to the nest and the documented cases of 
red-tailed hawks attacking people in defence of their nests.” 

d. Distance from the trailhead to the nest that causes CPW to recommend closure. Uncertain, 
perhaps 1,500’: 

e. OSMP has advised that the Sawhill trails are NOT closed during nesting seasons; 
f. Observations from my early Sunday afternoon 1 hour walk on 10/13 (Broncos on TV 2 pm).  

i. The parking lot had about 10 vehicles; 
ii. No picnic tables (1 covered) in use 

iii. Visitors were on multiple observation benches adjacent to ponds. 
iv. 25 walkers (including some from Walden Ponds to the north) 
v. No bikes (not permitted); 

vi. no joggers; 
vii. no horseback riders; 

viii. 1 dog 

Conclusions: 

1. The CPW letter dated July 29, 2024 (and updated August 9, 2024 to Kelsey Blaho of OTAK does 
not explain why multiple BERT locations must be closed for nesting periods that are up to 8 
months long, while there are existing year-round trails that are as close or closer to the nests; 

2. Furthermore, the CPW recommendations do not consider any other criteria, such as the 
Boulder County Comprehensive Plan; 

3. The study includes analysis and recommendations for mitigating ecological impacts on 
raptors;  

4. Thus I strongly support adoption of the plan with Alignment 1b. 











From: Loachamin, Marta
To: Glowacki, Therese
Cc: Churchill, Jennifer
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] BERT regional trail
Date: Friday, September 6, 2024 8:33:29 AM

Sharing this email with both of you for information only.  I’ll reply that I have received and forwarded
on for the discussions.
 
Thank you!
 
Marta Loachamin | she/her/ella
Boulder County Commissioner D2
303-579-1825 | bouldercounty.gov 
 
Visit boco.org/advance-agenda to view the Commissioners’ upcoming meetings
 
My email response time may not be the same as yours. Please don't feel obligated to respond
outside of your working hours.
 

From: Stephen Jones <curlewsj@comcast.net> 
Sent: Thursday, September 5, 2024 6:59 AM
To: Loachamin, Marta <mloachamin@bouldercounty.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT regional trail
 
Dear Commissioners Levy, Loachamin, and Stolzmann,
 
I was deeply saddened to learn that Boulder County does, indeed, intend to run the
BERT regional trail through the heart of the Boulder Creek floodplain valley. When
this trail corridor was first proposed 40 years ago, quite a few of us didn't bother to
comment, assuming that it was a pipe dream that would never be approved by
Boulder County Parks and Open Space or Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks.
We believed then and believe now that running a regional commuter trail through or
along the boundaries of designated Critical Wildlife Habitats, Rare Plant
Communities, and Cultural and Historical sites would be in direct violation of stated
goals and policies in the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan.
 
Foothills floodplains are among the most endangered ecosystems in Colorado; they
also support very high levels of biodiversity along with multiple species of special
concern, ranging from locally imperiled nesting northern harriers to locally rare
buckeye butterflies.
 
Native mammals and charismatic raptors thrived historically in the Boulder Creek
floodplain valley, including bison, which have yet to be reintroduced to Boulder
County; river otters, now imperiled in Boulder County; white-tailed jackrabbits,
recently extirpated from the plains of Boulder County; and long-eared owls, now
locally rare.

mailto:mloachamin@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:tglowacki@bouldercounty.gov
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https://bouldercounty.gov/
http://www.boco.org/advance-agenda


 
Rare cultural and archaeological sites, all considered sacred by Native American
peoples, are scattered across the floodplain valley. Recognizing this natural and
cultural bounty, drafters of the Environmental Resources Element of the Boulder
County Comprehensive Plan applied a number of designations to the valley. These
include Critical Wildlife Habitats, Rare Plant Communities, Archaeological Sites, and
Cultural Sites.
 
The Environmental Resources Element of the Comprehensive Plan acknowledges
"our responsibility to ensure that native ecosystems and their native species
populations continue to exist and flourish within Boulder County" (ERE-1.03). The
designations within the plan, based on thorough studies of local wildlife and plant
populations, set standards that must be followed if we are to live up to this
commitment.
 
Several of the rare plant designations within the floodplain valley resulted from
studies at the White Rocks State Natural Area, a dramatic outcrop of Fox Hills and
Laramie Sandstone that supports several locally rare plants. Caves within the White
Rocks support nesting barn owls (Boulder County rare) and may have once served to
shelter human inhabitants of the valley.
 
At least half of the currently mapped regional trail route between 61st St. and 95th St.
passes through or along the boundaries of County designated Critical Wildlife Habitat,
City designated Habitat Conservation Areas, or both. The goal for protecting these
sites in the Environmental Resources Element states:
 
Boulder County shall conserve and preserve Environmental Resources including its
unique and distinctive natural features, biodiversity, and ecosystems through
protection and restoration in recognition of the irreplaceable character of such
resources and their importance to the quality of life in Boulder County (Boulder
County Comprehensive Plan, ER-4).
 
Regarding Critical Wildlife Habitat, the plan states: 
 
Areas designated as Critical Wildlife Habitat are considered rare, irreplaceable or
difficult to replace, and are essential to the conservation and preservation of wildlife in
Boulder County (ER-3). 
 
Designated areas that the trail would pass through include:
 

1. Critical Wildlife Habitat at Sawhill Ponds. This habitat protects nesting ospreys
(Boulder County isolated and restricted), American bitterns (isolated and
restricted), least bitterns (Boulder County rare), and green herons (Boulder
County rare), along with a significant tallgrass prairie remnant that supports a
robust firefly population and the highest concentration of breeding monarch
butterflies I've observed within Boulder County.



2. Critical Wildlife Habitat within White Rocks Natural Area. This area protects
cultural sites and rare plant communities, along with marshlands and riparian
woodlands that support nesting American bitterns (Boulder County isolated),
ospreys (isolated and restricted), bald eagles (isolated and restricted), and
northern harriers (Boulder County imperiled); as well as the largest documented
northern leopard frog breeding population within Boulder County (Will Keeley,
Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks, pers. comm.)

3. Archaeologically Sensitive Site. This designation applies to the White Rocks
and surrounding habitats.

4. The White Rocks/Gunbarrel Environmental Conservation Area. This designation
encompasses most of the lower Boulder Creek floodplain valley.

Finally, and vitally important, the lower Boulder Creek floodplain valley is a sacred
home to the Arapaho and Cheyenne people, who still legally own all the land within
the valley. Late nineteenth-century paintings by European-American artists show
Arapaho villages in similar settings along the east slope of the Rocky Mountains.
When we visited the valley with local Arapaho and Cheyenne tribal representatives,
one told us simply, "Yes, this is where we lived."
 
Running a significant commuter trail through the heart of the valley would likely
eliminate any future opportunity to restore significant portions of these lands to their
rightful owners.
 
It would be extremely helpful if you could instruct staff to take a second, more detailed
look at options for rerouting this trail corridor door well south of the of the railway
tracks and critical designations between White Rocks Trail (800 m west of 95th St.)
and 61st street.
 
Thank you for your understanding and concern,
 
Steve Jones
 
Stephen R. Jones, wildlife consultant, teacher and volunteer coordinator
 
Boulder County Audubon, Boulder Rights of Nature, Boulder County Nature
Association, Right Relationship Boulder
 
303-579-3620; curlewsj@comcast.net
 
Author/co-author: The Last Prairie, a Sandhills Journal; Nourishing Waters,
Comforting Sky; Peterson Field Guide to the North American Prairie; Butterflies of the
Colorado Front Range; Wild Boulder County.
 
 
Nineteenth century painting of Plains Indian village in Rocky Mountain floodplain
valley

mailto:curlewsj@comcast.net


From: Loachamin, Marta
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail Proposal
Date: Friday, October 4, 2024 8:00:41 AM

record
 
Thank you!
 
Marta Loachamin | she/her/ella
Boulder County Commissioner D2
303-579-1825 | bouldercounty.gov 
 
Join us! Public comment THURSDAY 9am
Virtual Attendee Link: https://boco.org/BOCC-Oct3AM
In-Person Comment Registration: https://boco.org/InPerson-Oct3AM
 
Visit boco.org/advance-agenda to view the Commissioners’ upcoming meetings
 
My email response time may not be the same as yours. Please don't feel obligated to respond
outside of your working hours.
 

From: Bhatt <bhattlex@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 3, 2024 7:26 PM
To: Loachamin, Marta <mloachamin@bouldercounty.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail Proposal
 
Dear Commissioner Loachamin,

I would like to comment on the proposed BERT trail along the RTD Right of Way, Option 1b.  This trail
has been in the planning stages for many years and is highly anticipated by the cycling and
commuter community.  While I support providing a sustainable trail between Boulder and Erie to
encourage bike commuting and greater recreational opportunities, I share the significant concerns
that have been raised by CPW, OSMP staff, and the members of POSAC about the environmental
impacts of this route in its current form.  In an effort to minimize safety concerns and provide the
most enjoyable scenic experience for the public, planners acknowledge that they chose to route the
trail through the most sensitive wildlife habitat with the greatest potential conservation impacts.

CPW described 1b as their least preferred route due to its encroachment on 23 active raptor and
great blue heron nesting sites.  They instead supported the Valmont Road option, which planning
staff indicated would present greater safety and logistical concerns.   According to OSMP staff,
following CPW’s recommendations for seasonal raptor closures would require that the trail be
closed for 9 months out of the year.  OSMP has stated their historical commitment to following
CPW’s wildlife protection recommendations and failure to do so in this instance would compromise
CPW’s best practices for protection of raptor nesting sites and set a very bad precedent with
potential adverse consequences.  Necessary closures of this duration would clearly render the 1b
plan unworkable.

OSMP staff have raised other concerns about the 1b route, which runs through large swaths of
wetlands both north and south of the proposed trail corridor as well as remaining fragments of
tallgrass prairie, an ecosystem that is rapidly disappearing in the face of increasing development. 
The 1b route would fragment and bring significant human disturbance through areas designated by

mailto:mloachamin@bouldercounty.gov
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the Boulder County Comprehensive plan as Critical Wildlife Habitat, Preble’s Meadow Jumping
Mouse potential restoration area, Riparian Habitat Connector and Rare Plant Area sites, as well as
the many raptor and heron nesting sites as it runs along the wetlands and protected areas of Sawhill
Ponds and White Rocks Natural Area.   The OSMP adjacent areas between 75th and 95th streets are
described as having high value ecological resources and contain the largest concentration of habitat
for the Northern Leopard Frog, a CPW Tier 1 Species of Greatest Conservation Need, and at least
one Northern Harrier nest, another sensitive species of declining population in Boulder County.

POSAC members, in their September 26 meeting on the BERT plan, also asked many critical and
difficult questions of the planners that were not satisfactorily answered, such as how, if at all,
impacts to wildlife and habitat could be mitigated, how required closures could be handled without
imposing a significant hardship on those who choose to use the route for commuting,  whether an
environmental impact analysis has been conducted in regard to potential residual toxins along the
Right of Way remaining from prior railroad use (it has not been), how a potential decision by RTD to
resurrect this section of track for a future rail line would affect the trail (it would likely require
rerouting), and how potential problems arising from the high water table at the 287 crossing would
be handled.  The planners struggled to answer these and other excellent questions at the meeting
and left the impression that there are many vexing issues associated with the chosen 1b route that
have not been thoroughly thought through or planned for.

Both OSMP and BOCO Parks and Open Space have many excellent botanists and wildlife biologists
on their staffs, yet I feel that their expertise and opinions have not been given sufficient weight in
the planning of recent trail systems across Critical Wildlife Habitats and sensitive environmental
sites.  I am perplexed as to why the planners chose in the case of BERT to hire an outside firm, ERO,
whose report had a “Don’t Worry, Be Happy” feel, significantly downplaying the potential
disturbance of introducing large numbers of people into the sensitive and protected habitats
described above.  In their responses, OSMP staff refuted many of ERO’s conclusions and pointed out
many flaws in their recommendations for routing BERT through the Right of Way. 

Having to make an untenable choice between the safety of the riding public and environmental
protection is unacceptable and suggests that we are not there yet in terms of finding the best route
on which to move forward.  I urge you to recommend that the planners work closely with OSMP staff
to take whatever extra time is needed to find an alternative routing that does not jeopardize either
our irreplaceable natural resources or safety.  Until this can happen, I ask that you not recommend
this plan in its current form.  It is well worth some additional delay to make sure that we get this
right, as the impacts will be long-lasting and significant, both to our environment and to the safety
and enjoyment of the cycling community.

Thank you so much for this opportunity to comment.

Suzanne Bhatt

Boulder

 

 

 



From: Loachamin, Marta
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail Proposal
Date: Sunday, October 6, 2024 7:36:00 PM

Upcoming BERT hearing
 
Marta Loachamin | she/her/ella
Boulder County Commissioner D2
303-579-1825 | bouldercounty.gov 
 
Join us! Public comment THURSDAY 9am
Virtual Attendee Link: https://boco.org/BOCC-Oct3AM
In-Person Comment Registration: https://boco.org/InPerson-Oct3AM
 
Visit boco.org/advance-agenda to view the Commissioners’ upcoming meetings
 
My email response time may not be the same as yours. Please don't feel obligated to respond
outside of your working hours.
 

From: Bhatt <bhattlex@gmail.com> 
Sent: Thursday, October 3, 2024 7:26 PM
To: Loachamin, Marta <mloachamin@bouldercounty.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] BERT Trail Proposal
 
Dear Commissioner Loachamin,

I would like to comment on the proposed BERT trail along the RTD Right of Way, Option 1b.  This trail
has been in the planning stages for many years and is highly anticipated by the cycling and
commuter community.  While I support providing a sustainable trail between Boulder and Erie to
encourage bike commuting and greater recreational opportunities, I share the significant concerns
that have been raised by CPW, OSMP staff, and the members of POSAC about the environmental
impacts of this route in its current form.  In an effort to minimize safety concerns and provide the
most enjoyable scenic experience for the public, planners acknowledge that they chose to route the
trail through the most sensitive wildlife habitat with the greatest potential conservation impacts.

CPW described 1b as their least preferred route due to its encroachment on 23 active raptor and
great blue heron nesting sites.  They instead supported the Valmont Road option, which planning
staff indicated would present greater safety and logistical concerns.   According to OSMP staff,
following CPW’s recommendations for seasonal raptor closures would require that the trail be
closed for 9 months out of the year.  OSMP has stated their historical commitment to following
CPW’s wildlife protection recommendations and failure to do so in this instance would compromise
CPW’s best practices for protection of raptor nesting sites and set a very bad precedent with
potential adverse consequences.  Necessary closures of this duration would clearly render the 1b
plan unworkable.

OSMP staff have raised other concerns about the 1b route, which runs through large swaths of
wetlands both north and south of the proposed trail corridor as well as remaining fragments of
tallgrass prairie, an ecosystem that is rapidly disappearing in the face of increasing development. 
The 1b route would fragment and bring significant human disturbance through areas designated by
the Boulder County Comprehensive plan as Critical Wildlife Habitat, Preble’s Meadow Jumping
Mouse potential restoration area, Riparian Habitat Connector and Rare Plant Area sites, as well as
the many raptor and heron nesting sites as it runs along the wetlands and protected areas of Sawhill
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Ponds and White Rocks Natural Area.   The OSMP adjacent areas between 75th and 95th streets are
described as having high value ecological resources and contain the largest concentration of habitat
for the Northern Leopard Frog, a CPW Tier 1 Species of Greatest Conservation Need, and at least
one Northern Harrier nest, another sensitive species of declining population in Boulder County.

POSAC members, in their September 26 meeting on the BERT plan, also asked many critical and
difficult questions of the planners that were not satisfactorily answered, such as how, if at all,
impacts to wildlife and habitat could be mitigated, how required closures could be handled without
imposing a significant hardship on those who choose to use the route for commuting,  whether an
environmental impact analysis has been conducted in regard to potential residual toxins along the
Right of Way remaining from prior railroad use (it has not been), how a potential decision by RTD to
resurrect this section of track for a future rail line would affect the trail (it would likely require
rerouting), and how potential problems arising from the high water table at the 287 crossing would
be handled.  The planners struggled to answer these and other excellent questions at the meeting
and left the impression that there are many vexing issues associated with the chosen 1b route that
have not been thoroughly thought through or planned for.

Both OSMP and BOCO Parks and Open Space have many excellent botanists and wildlife biologists
on their staffs, yet I feel that their expertise and opinions have not been given sufficient weight in
the planning of recent trail systems across Critical Wildlife Habitats and sensitive environmental
sites.  I am perplexed as to why the planners chose in the case of BERT to hire an outside firm, ERO,
whose report had a “Don’t Worry, Be Happy” feel, significantly downplaying the potential
disturbance of introducing large numbers of people into the sensitive and protected habitats
described above.  In their responses, OSMP staff refuted many of ERO’s conclusions and pointed out
many flaws in their recommendations for routing BERT through the Right of Way. 

Having to make an untenable choice between the safety of the riding public and environmental
protection is unacceptable and suggests that we are not there yet in terms of finding the best route
on which to move forward.  I urge you to recommend that the planners work closely with OSMP staff
to take whatever extra time is needed to find an alternative routing that does not jeopardize either
our irreplaceable natural resources or safety.  Until this can happen, I ask that you not recommend
this plan in its current form.  It is well worth some additional delay to make sure that we get this
right, as the impacts will be long-lasting and significant, both to our environment and to the safety
and enjoyment of the cycling community.

Thank you so much for this opportunity to comment.

Suzanne Bhatt

Boulder

 

 

 



From: Loachamin, Marta
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) Plan
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:02:54 AM

record
 
Marta Loachamin | she/her/ella
Boulder County Commissioner D2
303-579-1825 | bouldercounty.gov 
 
Visit boco.org/advance-agenda to view the Commissioners’ upcoming meetings
 
My email response time may not be the same as yours. Please don't feel obligated to respond
outside of your working hours.
 

From: Mark Cathcart <m_cathcart@yahoo.co.uk> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 9:46 AM
To: Commissioner Levy <commissioner.levy@bouldercounty.gov>; Commissioner Loachamin
<commissioner.loachamin@bouldercounty.gov>; Commissioner Stolzmann
<commissioner.stolzmann@bouldercounty.gov>
Cc: Luebbert, Tonya <tluebbert@bouldercounty.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) Plan
 
I moved to Colorado after 10-years in Austin Texas, and five years in 
New York. I grew up in the UK as a cyclist, both recreational and a 
commuting. In Austin, I was the ride leader for the a bicycle-shop ride 
that won awards and was regularly in the Bicycle Magazine top-5 shop 
rides in the USA 
(https://jackandadams.blogspot.com/search/label/shop ride).

I'd heard about the promise of recreational Colorado and for the first 
three years tried to make it work as a cyclist. It didn't work.

I've had more close calls in those 3-years while riding mostly on the 
back roads of Boulder County than any other time in my life. In 2018, I 
was clipped by the mirror of an SUV while riding on 95th Street, South 
of 3rd Ave in Longmont. I was lucky, I was able to retain control of my 
bicycle, stay upright as it clipped the curb. The driver never stopped.

For the most part, now I only I take my bike to the post office in 
Lafayette and Louisville all mostly off-road. I ride into Boulder for 
"Bike to Work day" but even that requires careful thought, planning and 
estimation of traffic volumes.
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Please support the Boulder/Erie Regional Trail proposal, I understand 
that an underpass at i287 would be expensive, but in relation to cost 
the amount of money spent on roads it is relatively small. i287 is a death

Even though the trail would not come near Louisville, where I currently 
live, I would find a safe route to get to it and ride whenever I can.

++Mark.
______________________
https://ctproduced.com
https://markcathcart.com/about/
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October 4, 2024 Media Contact
Richard Hackett, 720-564-2605

From: Springett, Natalie
To: Handyside, Gloria; Churchill, Jennifer
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] CPW Raptor comments for Commissioner Consideration RE: Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
Date: Monday, October 21, 2024 3:35:49 PM
Attachments: NEWCOLOGO_Livelifeoutside - Transparent.png

CPW BERT Corridor Nest Recommendations Anaylsis and Report.pdf

 
 

From: Duetsch - DNR, Jason <jason.duetsch@state.co.us> 
Sent: Tuesday, October 15, 2024 6:06 PM
To: Springett, Natalie <nspringett@bouldercounty.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] CPW Raptor comments for Commissioner Consideration RE: Boulder to Erie Regional Trail
 
Hi Natalie,
 
Due to the nature of the upcoming public hearing regarding the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT),
Colorado Parks and Wildlife thought it prudent to reach out to you directly to put the attached comments in
front of Commissioners Loachamin, Levy and Stolzmann for their consideration.  Thank you for your help.
 
Sincerely,
 
Jason Duetsch
 
 
 
 
 

Subject: Oct. 24 County Commissioners Public Hearing on the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)

 
Commissioners public hearing was previously scheduled for Oct. 10

 
Having trouble viewing this email? View it as a Web page.

boulder county news and information banner

Oct. 24 County Commissioners Public Hearing
on the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT)

Commissioners public hearing was previously scheduled
for Oct. 10

Boulder County, Colo. - The Boulder County Board of County Commissioners will hold a
public hearing on the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) on Thursday, October 24
starting at 9 a.m. The hearing was previously scheduled for October 10, but was moved to
October 24 due to a scheduling conflict.

What: Board of County Commissioners Public Hearing on the Boulder to Erie Regional
Trail (BERT)
When: Thursday, October 24 starting at 9 a.m.
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Where: Commissioners’ public hearings and meetings are offered in a hybrid format
where attendees can join through Zoom or in-person at the Boulder County Courthouse,
3rd Floor, 1325 Pearl Street, Boulder. View information on how to attend or participate
virtually.
Action Requested: Decision.

Public comment will be taken at the hearing.

The BERT Plan evaluates multiple conceptual alignments and identifies a preferred
alignment for further consideration for an 8.5 mile east-west multi-use trail connection
between the City of Boulder and Town of Erie. The BERT Plan includes the project
process, public and stakeholder input and engagement, technical evaluation, conceptual
level alignment, opinion of cost, and next steps.

View or download the draft BERT Plan

View or download the draft BERT Plan Appendix

Learn More or Contact Staff

View more project information at boco.org/BERT or contact Tonya Luebbert, Regional
Trails Planner, at tluebbert@bouldercounty.gov.

CPP Bert Plan Draft preferred alignment overview image

Image from the Boulder to Erie Regional Trail Plan Draft showing preferred Alignment 1b,
located within the RTD Right of Way (ROW), selected for its safety, user experience, and
minimal impact on adjacent properties.
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BERT trail corridor looking west into the sunset and mountains

The Boulder to Erie Regional Trail corridor looking west toward Boulder.

Boulder County wants to ensure that everyone has equal access to our programs,
activities, and services. To request an Americans with Disability Act (ADA)
accommodation, please email ada@bouldercounty.gov, or call 303-441-1386. Submit your
request as early as possible, and no later than two business days before the event.

If you need help in another language, please email cppfrontdesk@bouldercounty.gov or
call 303-441-3930. Contact us as early as possible, and no later than three business days
before the event.

Please note that the County Commissioners' agenda is subject to change. To receive
updates to the agenda, please subscribe to the Boulder County Commissioners Agenda
list.
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--
Jason Duetsch
Area Wildlife Manager Area 2 Loveland
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P 720.665.4858  |  C 720.665.4858
4207 W Cty Rd 16E
Loveland, CO  80537
jason.duetsch@state.co.us  |  cpw.state.co.us  |  @huntingincolorado  

     
(Click HERE for help pronouncing my last name)
PLEASE NOTE:  I currently receive a large number of emails per day.  Due to a diverse daily workload, I am unable to
routinely work 9-5 in front of a computer/screen.  If you are communicating about something important, please feel free to
give me a phone call or text (720-665-4858).  Otherwise, your patience is appreciated.
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From: Loachamin, Marta
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Habitat Conservation Area and Riparian Zone
Date: Sunday, September 29, 2024 2:30:25 PM
Attachments: WebPage.pdf

fyi
 
Marta Loachamin | she/her/ella
Boulder County Commissioner D2
303-579-1825 | bouldercounty.gov 
 
Join us! Public comment THURSDAY 9am
Virtual Attendee Link: https://boco.org/BOCC-Oct3AM
In-Person Comment Registration: https://boco.org/InPerson-Oct3AM
 
Visit boco.org/advance-agenda to view the Commissioners’ upcoming meetings
 
My email response time may not be the same as yours. Please don't feel obligated to respond outside of your working hours.
 

From: myra mesko <behappymymy@gmail.com> 
Sent: Saturday, September 28, 2024 7:02 AM
To: Commissioner Loachamin <commissioner.loachamin@bouldercounty.gov>
Cc: Myra Michelle Mesko <behappymymy@gmail.com>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Habitat Conservation Area and Riparian Zone
 
Dear Commissioner Marta,
 
I had your email incorrectly when I sent this email to you yesterday so I am sending it again since it bounced back.  Please be so kind and let me know when you have received my concerns. 
Wishing you a wonderful weekend.
 

Dear Commissioners Marta, Claire, and Ashley:
 

My name is Myra Mesko, I am a long-time Boulder County resident with serious concerns regarding the proposed BERT (the largest commuter trail in Boulder County) and the
protected wetland & riparian zone BERT is is proposed to be built through. For decades we have been prohibited, and for good reason, to access the valley between 75th and
95th.  This is the last refuge in Boulder County where the ecosystem is as it was centuries ago before humans encroached and destroyed the natural balance in this area.  Man’s
desires are not always what is best for our Habitat Conservation Areas, therefore, I believe the decision  made on Sept. 11. 2024 by the Trustees to support the largest
commuter trail (Bert) through this fragile valley is misguided. 
 

Option 1a & 1b would put the 10FT wide trail (much wider than the old rail bed which was decommissioned decades ago and has since been reabsorbed into nature) through
the Habitat Conservation Area (native grasslands, wetlands, and riparian zones) in Boulder Valley between 75th and 95th which has a substantial conservation area of Rare
Plants & Significant Natural Community areas outlined on the maps I am providing links to below. This conservation area is very important to plant diversity and habitat
protection, it is prohibited to trespass without permission from Boulder County Open Space (OSMP), see picture attached.  And how can anyone even consider the BERT
commuter trail to be built on the RTD rail bed when they (RTD) have asked the trail not to be built there since they reserve the right to use their rail bed in the future.  They
have clearly stated that Boulder County would have to pay for the removal of BERT if they decide to reactivate the existing rails. The cost of BERT at $19 - $23 million would be
a total waste if built only to be removed again at taxpayers expense. 
 

The proposed BERT (open 24/7) commuter trail would introduce invasive plant species to the fragile wetlands which would devastate the rare plants and all that live & thrive in
this eco system. It is estimated that hundreds of people will be hiking/running (with pets) & biking on BERT (including E-bikes) on a daily basis ~ day…and night  introducing
invasive plant seeds from shoe soles and bike treads that could devastate this Rare Plant Area & Significant Natural Community. Today it is off limits to human and canine traffic
to preserve this ecosystem. Consistent human and dog traffic is not just dangerous to the fragile plant habitat, but also very disruptive to all the wildlife and rare firefly that
currently lives & breeds in this protected area. 
 

The stretch of Boulder Valley between 75th and 95th is home & breeding ground for bald & golden eagles, a variety of hawks including Harris, great horned owls, falcons, blue
herons, herds of white tail deer, foxes, coyotes, bobcats, turkeys, snapping turtles, salamanders, frogs, snakes, lizards, rare fireflies to name a few.  Nocturnal migration in this
valley is healthy and active with wildlife rarely seen by humans, but yet they indeed dwell there. I have real concerns on how OSMP is going to protect the Harris Hawk and
Heron according to the Migratory Bird act which is a federal law.  In addition the Eagle population mates, nests, and teach their young to hunt in this valley & grassland,
surely you would not want to interfere and destroy this beautiful habitat.  And by the time BERT would start construction we may even have more Eagle Nests in this valley that
are closer to the RTD trac than they are today. 
 

The wetlands and hayfields just west of 75th & south of the RTD rail bed are home to rare native plants which seeds are harvested annually by
OSPM volunteers to be propagated in other OSMP properties throughout the county to ensure the survival of the species. Native plants needing protection in this area include,
but are not limited to, big bluestem, little bluestem, switchgrass, prairie cordgrass, and yellow Indian grass. Additionally, the Bobolink, grassland sparrows, savanna
sparrows, and grasshopper sparrows nest in the hayfield and tall grass, Harrier Hawks nest in the cat tails, and one can find turtles & fireflies in these wetlands which would
be greatly disrupted if not forced to be displaced if this trail in implemented.  White Tail Deer also thrive in this environment, we must protect pregnant and newborn which are
extremely venerable during spring and early summer. There are plans to add fencing to keep people on BERT which would negatively impact migration of wildlife, especially the
newborn, young population of our wildlife who would be separated from the herds/packs not able to overcome the fencing. 
 

OSMP declares White Rocks is a refuge for rare and easily disturbed plants and animals. See attached. The rare Six-Lined Racerunner Lizard  makes it’s home in the soft,
sandy soil of White Rocks Habitat Conservation Area. The hiking trail through White Rocks is only 3.5 - 4 feet wide and does not allow dogs, nor are they open 24/7.  There are

so many animals who would be negatively impacted if the proposed BERT is built in this protected valley. Special consideration must be given to all the
aforementioned. 
 

You can find all the aforementioned wildlife and sensitive native vegetation in this stretch of protected area for many reasons, one of them is that it is isolated
from excessive human traffic. Only therefore, can this habitat exist and thrive in balance.  This Natural Resource deserves to be protected as it has been for several decades, or
as long as I can remember. 
 
 

I believe there are a couple safe & scenic solutions to have BERT come to life with mindful planning to avoid trespassing a designated conservation area harming it irreparably:
Option 1. From 75th run BERT south on 75th and use the scenic Valmont Rd.  The speed limit could be reduced, which should be done anyway, and the commuter trail would
be appropriately placed along a road and not through a delicate, protected valley. I have heard the argument that personal driveways would be impacted, but they already are

mailto:mloachamin@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://bouldercounty.gov/
http://www.boco.org/advance-agenda
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Planning Commission


Note:  Map scale and reproduction
method limit precision in physical
features and boundary locations.


Significant natural communities,
including significant riparian
communities and rare plant sites,
should be conserved and preserved
to retain living examples of natural
ecosystems, furnish a baseline of
ecological processes and function,
and enhance and maintain the
biodiversity of the region.


Source scale is 1:50,000


Rare Plant Areas


Significant Natural Communities are
areas that are recognized by the
presence of a critical plant
association that is limited in its
distribution and occurrence. These
areas have multiple important
environmental resources that co ‐
occur and interact. These areas
have species and processes that
are relatively undisturbed by human
actions and currently exist in their
natural state.


Data compiled from the following
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City of Boulder, Rocky Mountain
National Park, United States Forest
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Boulder County Plant Species of Special Concern and Significant Natural Communities 


 
As described in the recently updated Goals and Policies of the Environmental Resources Elements (the 
ERE) of the Boulder County Comprehensive Plan, Species of Special Concern include the flora and 
fauna in the county whose populations may be threatened or endangered, locally rare, experiencing long-
term non-cyclical population declines, isolated or restricted to distinct local habitat types, or native 
species which have ceased to exist within Boulder County. As provided for in Goal 
B.2 of the ERE, the Boulder County Species of Special Concern List (SSC List) includes this 
compilation of rare plants and significant natural communities of special status that warrant protection in 
order to prevent population or habitat loss. The list was developed through consultation with botany and 
plant ecology professionals in federal, state, and local governmental agencies, non- governmental 
conservation organizations, local universities, and private consultants, as well as Boulder County 
conservation experts. The majority of species and communities appearing on this list are recognized by 
the Colorado Natural Heritage Program (CNHP). CNHP is a non-profit organization sponsored by 
Colorado State University that tracks and ranks Colorado’s rare and imperiled species and habitats. The 
list comprises species CNHP ranks as critically imperiled, imperiled, or vulnerable to extirpation 
globally (G1-G3) or statewide (S1-S3). Species ranked as apparently secure or demonstrably secure (G4-
G5, S4-S5) are excluded from the list, unless they satisfy other criteria below. 


 
The SSC List is intended to comprehensively document Boulder County species and communities as 
they exist today. To be listed on the SSC List, a species/community must meet at least one of the 
required or two or more of the conditional criteria. In some instances, a species has been included on the 
list even though it does not meet the SSC List criteria. This is based on professional judgment and only 
occurs with species for which there is presently incomplete or uncertain information available. The list 
will be updated as more information is learned about individual species or communities including 
changes to their status. Areas where these resources are known to occur or have a likelihood of 
occurring are illustrated on the respective maps of the Environmental Resource Element. 
 
Criteria for Designating Plant Species of Special Concern and Significant Natural Communities 


 
Required 


1. Species/Communities with Federal Status (listed or proposed threatened or endangered -- LT, 
LE, PT), candidates for listing -- C or under review for listing), e.g., Ute ladies’-tresses orchid 
(Spiranthes diluvialis) LT, G2G3/S2 (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2013, CNHP 2013); 


 
2. All G1-G2 and S1-S2 species that are not also federally listed; 


 
3. Collectable/Harvestable: Species threatened by collection or harvest including showy varieties 


of orchids, lilies, penstemon, and cacti; 
 


Conditional 
4. Species/communities with U.S. Forest Service Region 2 (USFS R2) sensitive species,1 National 


Park Service (NPS) sensitive species within Rocky Mountain National Park (RMNP)2, or City of 
Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks (OSMP) sensitive status; 


 


1 This criterion acknowledges that USFS R2 boundaries extend beyond Boulder County and encompass habitats 
that do not occur within the county, thus not all USFS R2 sensitive species appear on the SSC List. 







 


5. Species/communities that could occur within Boulder County based on known records from 
adjacent counties or based on known suitable habitat in Boulder County for the species and that 
CNHP ranks as critically imperiled, imperiled, or vulnerable to extirpation either globally (G1 – 
G3) or statewide (S1 – S3), e.g., autumn willow (Salix serissima) – G4/S1 and  American black 
currant (Ribes americanum) – G5/S2; 


 
6. Relictual species/communities having undergone a documented long-term decline or having a 


critically low population size relative to their historic presence and/or relative abundance in a 
given ecosystem, e.g., American groundnut (Apios americana) – G5/S1 and big bluestem – 
prairie dropseed (Andropogon gerardii – Sporobolus heterolepis) Western Foothills Grassland – 
G2/S1; 


 
7. Species/communities endemic to Boulder County or region,3 e.g., Colorado aletes (Aletes 


humilis) – G2G3/S2S3 and Bell’s Twinpod (Physaria bellii) – G2G3/S2S3; 
 


8. Species/communities known or thought to be extinct or extirpated in Boulder County, i.e., 
species that historically occupied and are native to Boulder County, that may exist in 
surrounding regions, and that may be able to repopulate Boulder County, e.gmanyhead sedge 
(Carex sychnocephala) – G5/SH; 


 
9. Species/communities whose populations in the County that are vulnerable to threats4 affecting 


their populations either directly or indirectly, e.g. limber pine (Pinus flexilis); 
 


10. Species/communities that have a disproportionately large effect on the diversity within the 
ecosystem(s) they inhabit e.g., montane riparian forests such as quaking aspen/thinleaf alder 
(Populus tremuloides / Alnus incana) Riparian Forest – G3/S4; 


 
11. Species/communities that are either naturally rare,5 at the edge of their range in Boulder 


County, or are isolated or imperiled, e.g., black spleenwort (Asplenium adiantum-nigrum) – 
G5/S1, montane willow carrs such as Salix bebbiana Wet Shrubland – G3?/S2, and alkali 
wetlands such as Suaeda calceoliformisWet Meadow–GNR/SU; 


 


12. Species/communities that support sensitive wildlife, e.g., Western hops (Humulus 
neomexicanus), the only host plant for the Hops Azure (Celestrina humulus) – G2G3/S2 
Northwestern Plains Grassland (Andropogon gerardii – Schizachyrium scoparium) dominated 
by big and little bluestem, two native host plants for Arogos skipper (Atrytone arogos) – 
G2/G3/S2. 


 


2 This criterion acknowledges that that NPS RMNP boundaries extend beyond Boulder County and encompass 
habitats that do not occur within the county, thus not all NPS RMNP sensitive species appear on the SSC List. 


 
3 Species/communities endemic to Boulder County region indicates a species occurring only in Boulder County 
and in an adjacent county or counties. 


 
4 Direct or indirect threats to the stability of species populations or communities include disturbances such as climate 
change, disease, residential or commercial development, fire suppression, mechanical forest thinning, prescribed 
fire, etc. 


 
5 Species or communities that are “naturally rare” normally occur in low abundance throughout their range. While 
their populations may be stable, species that are rare on the landscape are more vulnerable to extirpation compared 
to species with large populations. 
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State Scientific Name State Common Name 
CNHP 
Global 
Rank  


CHNP 
State 
Rank  


Other Agency 
Ranking 


GYMNOSPERMS 
Pinus aristata bristlecone pine Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Pinus flexilis limber pine Unranked Unranked BCPOS 


FERNS & FERN ALLIES 
Argyrochosma fendleri Fendler's false cloak-fern G3 S3   
Asplenium adiantum-nigrum (A. andrewsii ) black spleenwort G5 S1 OSMP 
Asplenium septentrionale forked spleenwort G5 S3S4 RMNP, OSMP 
Asplenium trichomanes maidenhair spleenwort Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Athyrium filix-femina common lady-fern Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Botrychium campestre var. lineare prairie moonwort G3 S2S3 SWAP Tier 2, USFS 
Botrychium echo reflected moonwort G3 S3S4 RMNP, OSMP 
Botrychium furculatum redbank moonwort G4 S3   
Botrychium hesperium western moonwort G4 S3 RMNP 
Botrychium lanceolatum var. lanceolatum lanceleaf moonwort G5T4T5 S3 RMNP 
Botrychium minganense Mingan moonwort G5 S3 RMNP, OSMP 
Botrychium pinnatum northern moonwort G5 S2   
Botrychium simplex least moonwort G5 S2  
Botrychium simplex var. compositum least moonwort G5T3T4 S1   
Botrychium simplex var. simplex least moonwort G5T3T4 S2   
Botrypus virginianus rattlesnake fern G5 S1 OSMP 
Cheilanthes fendleri hardy fern Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Dryopteris expansa spreading woodfern G5 S1 RMNP 
Dryopteris filix‐mas male fern Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Equisetum variegatum (Hippochaete variegata) variegated scouringrush G5 S3 RMNP 
Isoëtes occidentalis western quillwort G4G5 S1   
Isoëtes tenella (I.echiniospora) spiny-spore quillwort G5?T5? S2 RMNP 
Pellaea wrightiana Wright's cliffbrake G5 S2 OSMP 
Polypodium hesperium western polypody G5 S1S2 RMNP 
Polypodium saximontanum Rocky Mountain polypody G3? S3 OSMP 
Selaginella weatherbiana Weatherby's spike-moss G3G4 S3S4 OSMP 


NONVASCULAR 
Anacolia laevisphaera anacolia moss G5? S1S3   
Anacolia menziesii Menzies' anacolia moss G4 S1S3   
Andreaea rupestris andreaea moss G5 S1S3 RMNP 
Anoectangium handelii   Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Aulacomnium palustre var. imbricatum aulacomnium moss G5TNR S1S3 RMNP 
Brachythecium hyalotapetum brachythecium moss Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Bryoerythrophyllum ferruginascens bryoerythrophyllum moss G3G4 S1S3   
Bryum alpinum (Imbribryum alpinum) alpine bryum moss G4G5 S1S3   
Campylopus schimperi Schimper's campylopus moss G3G4 S1S3 RMNP 
Didymodon anserinocapitatus   G1 S1   
Grimmia mollis (Hydrogrimmia mollis) grimmia dry rock moss G5 S1S3 RMNP 
Grimmia teretinervis grimmia dry rock moss G3G5 S1S3 RMNP 
Gymnomitrion corallioides   G4G5 S1S3 RMNP 
Hylocomiastrum pyrenaicum hylocomiastrum moss G5 S1S3 RMNP 
Hylocomium alaskanum splendid feather moss G5 S1S3 RMNP 
Leptopterigynandrum austro-alpinum alpine leptopterigynandrum moss G3G5 S1S3 RMNP 
Mnium blyttii Blytt's calcareous moss G5? S1S3 RMNP 
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Nardia geoscyphus   G5 S1S3 RMNP 
Oreas martiana oreas moss G5? S1S3 RMNP 
Plagiothecium cavifolium plagiothecium moss G5 S1S3 RMNP 


Pleurozium schreberi Schreber's big red stem moss, 
feathermoss G5 S1S3 RMNP 


Pohlia tundrae tundra pohlia moss G2G3 S1S3 RMNP 
Ptilium crista-castrensis knights plume moss G5 S1S3   
Rhytidiadelphus triquetrus rough goose neck moss Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Rhytidiopsis robusta robust rhytidiopsis moss Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Roellia roellii Roell's moss G4 S1S3 RMNP 
Sphagnum angustifolium narrowleaf peatmoss G5 S2 USFS 
Sphagnum contortum contorted sphagnum G5 S1S3 RMNP 


MONOCOTS 
Acorus calamus sweet flag G4? S1 OSMP 
Aristida basiramea forked threeawn G5 S2 OSMP 
Bromus pubescens (Bromopsis pubescens) hairy woodland brome Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Calypso bulbosa fairy slipper orchid Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Carex capitata ssp. arctogena capitate sedge G5 S2   
Carex conoidea openfield sedge G5 S1   
Carex crawei Crawe's sedge G5 S1   
Carex deweyana Dewey's sedge Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Carex diandra lesser panicled sedge G5 S2 USFS, RMNP 
Carex disperma soft-leaf sedge Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Carex lasiocarpa whollyfruit sedge G5 S2   
Carex limosa mud sedge G5 S2/S3 RMNP 
Carex livida livid sedge G5 S1 USFS 
Carex oreocharis grassyslope sedge G3 S3 RMNP, OSMP 
Carex sartwellii Sartwell's sedge G5 S2   
Carex saximontana Rocky Mountain sedge G5 S2 OSMP 
Carex sprengelii Sprengel's sedge  G5 S2  OSMP 
Carex stenoptila river bank sedge G3 S3 RMNP 
Carex sychnocephala manyhead sedge G5 SH   
Carex torreyi Torrey sedge G4G5 S1 OSMP 
Corallorhiza striata striped coralroot Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Corallorhiza wisteriana spring coralroot Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Cypripedium fasciculatum clustered lady's slipper G4 S3S4 RMNP 
Cypripedium parviflorum (C. calceolus ssp. 
parviflorum) lesser yellow lady's slipper G5 S2 USFS 


Eriophorum gracile slender cottongrass G5 S1S2 USFS 
Hesperostipa spartea porcupinegrass Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Juncus brachycephalus smallhead rush G5 S1   
Juncus filiformis thread rush Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Juncus tweedyi (J. brevicaudatus ) Tweedy's rush G5 S1 RMNP 
Juncus vaseyi Vasey's rush G5 S1 RMNP 
Kobresia simpliciuscula simple bog sedge G5 S1   
Lilium philadelphicum wood lily G5 S3S4 RMNP, OSMP 
Lipocarpha aristulata (Hemicarpha micrantha ) awned halfchaff sedge Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Listera borealis northern twayblade G5 S2 RMNP 
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Listera convallarioides broadlipped twayblade G5 S2 RMNP, OSMP 
Listera cordata heartleaf twayblade Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Luzula subcapitata Colorado wood rush G3 S3 RMNP 
Malaxis monophyllos (M. brachypoda, M. 
monophyllos ssp. brachypoda) white adder mouth orchid G5T4T5 S1 USFS, OSMP 


Phippsia algida icegrass G5 S2   
Piperia unalascensis slender‐spire orchid Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Potamogeton diversifolius waterthread pondweed G5 S1 OSMP 
Potamogeton epihydrus ribbonleaf pondweed Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Ruppia cirrhosa spiral ditchgrass Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Schizachne purpurascens false melic, purple oat Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Sisyrinchium pallidum pale blue‐eyed grass G3 S3 BLM, RMNP 
Smilax lasioneura Blue Ridge carrionflower G5 S3S4 OSMP 


Spiranthes diluvialis Ute ladies’‐tresses G2G3 S2 LT, SWAP Tier 1, 
OSMP 


DICOTS 
Aletes humilis  Colorado aletes   G2G3   S2S3  RMNP 
Alsinanthe stricta (Minuartia stricta) bog stitchwort, rock sandwort Unranked Unranked RMNP 
Amorpha nana dwarf leadplant G5        S2 OSMP 
Anagallis minima (Centunculus minimus) Chaffweed G5 S1 OSMP 
Antennaria howelii Howell's pussytoes Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Apios americana American groundnut G5 S1 OSMP 
Aquilegia saximontana Rocky Mountain blue columbine G3 S3 RMNP 
Aralia nudicaulis  wild sarsaparilla  Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Artemisia pattersonii Patterson's wormwood G3G4 S2S3 RMNP 
Artemisia tridentata ssp. vaseyana (Seriphidium 
vaseyanum) mountain sagebrush Unranked Unranked BCPOS 


Asclepias stenophylla narrow‐leaved milkweed G4G5 S2 OSMP 
Astragalus canadensis Canadian milkvetch Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Astragalus sparsiflorus Front Range milkvetch G2 S2 SWAP Tier 2 
Betula papyrifera paper birch G5 S1 OSMP 


Castilleja puberula shortflower Indian paintbrush, downy 
indian‐paintbrush G3 S2S3 SWAP Tier 2, RMNP 


Chionophila jamesii Rocky Mountain snowlover G4? S3S4 RMNP 
Chrysosplenium tetrandrum northern golden saxifrage Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Claytonia rubra redstem springbeauty G5 S1   
Corylus cornuta beaked hazelnut Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Crataegus chrysocarpa fireberry, yellow hawthorn G5 S1   


Crocanthemum bicknellii (Helianthemum 
bicknellii) hoary frostweed G5 S2 OSMP 


Draba crassa thickleaf draba G3G4 S3 RMNP 
Draba exunguiculata clawless draba G2 S2 SWAP Tier 2, USFS 
Draba fladnizensis Austrian draba, arctic draba G5 S3 RMNP 


Draba grayana Gray's draba G3 S3 SWAP Tier 2, USFS, 
RMNP 


Draba streptobrachia alpine tundra draba G3 S3 RMNP 


Drymaria effusa var. depressa pinewoods drymary, spreading 
drymaria G4T4 S1 RMNP 
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Eustoma exaltatum ssp. russellianum (Eustoma 
grandiflorum) showy prairie gentian G5T5? S3S4 OSMP 


Humulus neomexicanus common hop Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Lactuca biennis tall blue lettuce Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Lactuca canadensis Canada lettuce Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Lemna minuta least duckweed Unranked Unranked BCPOS 


Liatris ligulistylis Rocky Mountain blazing star, gay‐
feather G5? S2 RMNP, OSMP 


Machaeranthera coloradoensis Colorado tansyaster G3 S3 USFS 
Menyanthes trifoliata buckbean Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Mentzelia sinuata (Mentzelia speciosa; Nuttallia 
sinuata; Nuttallia multiflora) 


leechleaf blazingstar, wavy‐ leaf 
stickleaf G3 S3 RMNP, OSMP 


Mimulus gemmiparus Rocky Mountain monkeyflower, 
budding monkeyflower G1 S1 SWAP Tier 2, USFS, 


RMNP 


Oenothera coloradensis (Gaura neomexicana 
ssp. coloradensis) Colorado butterfly plant G3T2 S1 SWAP Tier 1, OSMP 


Osmorhiza longistylis longstyle sweetroot Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Oxytropis parryi Parry's oxytrope G5 S1   
Packera debilis weak groundsel G4 S1   
Papaver radicatum ssp. kluanense (P. kluanense, 
P. lapponicum ssp. occidentale) rooted poppy, alpine poppy G5T4 S3S4 RMNP 


Parnassia kotzebuei Kotzebue's grass of parnassus G5 S2 USFS, RMNP 
Pediocactus simpsonii mountain ball cactus G4 Unranked  BCPOS, OSMP 


Pediomelum argophyllum silverleaf Indian breadroot, silver‐leaf 
scurf pea Unranked Unranked BCPOS, OSMP 


Pediomelum esculentum large Indian breadroot Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Penstemon harbourii Harbour's beardtongue G3G4 S3S4 RMNP 
Penstemon gracilis lilac penstemon Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Pericome caudata mountain tail-leaf Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Phacelia denticulata Rocky Mountain phacelia G3 S2   
Physaria bellii Bell's twinpod G2G3 S2S3 SWAP Tier 2, OSMP 
Physaria bellii x vitulifera twinpod hybrid GNA S1   
Physaria vitulifera fliddleleaf twinpod G3 S3 OSMP 
Potentilla ambigens silkyleaf cinquefoil G3 S2   


Potentilla rupincola (P. effusa var. rupincola) rock cinquefoil G5T2 S2 SWAP Tier 2, USFS, 
RMNP 


Pyrola picta whiteveined wintergreen, pictureleaf 
wintergreen G4G5 S3S4 RMNP 


Ranunculus abortivus littleleaf buttercup Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Ranunculus gelidus ssp. grayi (R. karelinii) ice cold buttercup, tundra buttercup G5 S2   
Rotala ramosior toothcup G5 S1 OSMP 


Rubus pubescens var. pubescens (Cylactis 
pubescens) dwarf red blackberry Unranked Unranked OSMP 


Salix candida sageleaf willow G5 S2 USFS 
Salix serissima autumn willow G5 S1 USFS, RMNP 
Sanicula marilandica Maryland sanicula Unranked Unranked OSMP 
Stuckenia vaginata sheathed pondweed Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Telesonix jamesii James's telesonix G3G4 S3 SWAP Tier 2, RMNP 
Thelypodium sagittatum arrow thelypody G4 S1   
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Tonestus lyallii (Haplopappus lyallii) Lyall's goldenweed Unranked Unranked RMNP 
Triodanis leptocarpa slim‐pod Venus's Looking‐glass G5? S1 OSMP 
Utricularia minor lesser bladderwort G5 S3 USFS 
Utricularia ochroleuca yellowishwhite bladderwort G4G5 S1   
Viola pedatifida prairie violet G5 S2 OSMP 
Viola selkirkii Selkirk's violet G5 S2 USFS, RMNP 


SIGNIFICANT NATURAL COMMUNITIES 
Abies lasiocarpa - Picea engelmannii / Moss 
Forest 


Subalpine Fir - Engelmann Spruce / 
Moss Forest G4 SU   


Achnatherum hymenoides Shale Barren 
Grassland 


Indian Ricegrass Shale Barren 
Grassland G2 SU   


Alnus incana ‐ Salix (monticola, lucida, ligulifolia) 
Wet Shrubland 


Gray Alder - (Park Willow, Shining 
Willow, Strapleaf Willow) Wet 
Shrubland 


G3 S3   


Alnus incana ‐ Salix drummondiana Wet 
Shrubland 


Gray Alder - Drummond's Willow Wet 
Shrubland G3 S3   


Alnus incana / Equisetum arvense Wet Shrubland Gray Alder / Field Horsetail Wet 
Shrubland G3 S1   


Alnus incana / Mesic Forbs Wet Shrubland Thinleaf Alder / Mesic Forb Riparian 
Shrubland G3 S3   


Alnus incana / Mesic Graminoids Wet Shrubland Gray Alder / Mesic Graminoids Wet 
Shrubland G3 S2   


Andropogon gerardii - Schizachyrium scoparium 
Northwestern Plains Grassland 


Big Bluestem - Little Bluestem 
Northwestern Plains Grassland G2? S2   


Andropogon gerardii - Sorghastrum nutans 
West-Central Plains Grassland 


Big Bluestem - Indiangrass West-
Central Plains Grassland G2 S2   


Andropogon gerardii - Sporobolus 
heterolepis Western Foothills Grassland 


Big Bluestem - Prairie Dropseed 
Western Foothills Grassland G2 S1   


Betula glandulosa / Sphagnum spp. Shrub Fen Dwarf Birch / Sphagnum Shrubland G2 S2  


Betula occidentalis / Maianthemum 
stellatum Wet Shrubland 


Water Birch / Starry False Lily-of-the-
Valley Wet Shrubland G4? S3   


Betula occidentalis / Mesic Graminoids Wet 
Shrubland 


Water Birch / Mesic Graminoids Wet 
Shrubland G3 S2   


Bouteloua gracilis - Bouteloua hirsuta Grassland Blue Grama - Hairy Grama Grassland G3G4 SU   


Bouteloua gracilis - Bouteloua dactyloides 
Grassland Blue Grama - Buffalograss Grassland G4 S2?   


Calamagrostis stricta Wet Meadow Slimstem Reedgrass Wet Meadow GU S2S3   


Caltha leptosepala Wet Meadow White Marsh-marigold Wet Meadow G4 S4   


Carex aquatilis / Sphagnum spp. Fen Water Sedge - Peatmoss species Fen G2G3 S2S3   


Carex diandra Wet Meadow Fen Lesser Panicled Sedge Wet Meadow 
Fen GNR S1   


Carex lasiocarpa Fen Woolly-fruit Sedge Fen G4? S1   
Carex praegracilis Wet Meadow Clustered Field Sedge Wet Meadow G3G4 S2   
Carex rupestris ‐ Trifolium dasyphyllum Alpine 
Turf 


Curly Sedge - Alpine Clover Alpine 
Turf G3G4 S1   


Carex saxatilis Fen Rock Sedge Fen G3 S1   
Celtis laevigata var. reticulata / Pseudoroegneria 
spicata Wet Scrub 


Netleaf Hackberry / Bluebunch 
Wheatgrass Wet Scrub G2G3 S1   
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Cercocarpus montanus / Elymus lanceolatus ssp. 
lanceolatus Shrubland 


Mountain Mahogany / Griffith's 
Wheatgrass Shrubland GU S2   


Cercocarpus montanus ‐ Rhus trilobata / 
Andropogon gerardii Shrubland 


Mountain Mahogany ‐ Skunkbush / 
Big Bluestem Shrubland G2G3 S2   


Cercocarpus montanus / Achnatherum scribneri 
Shrubland 


Alderleaf Mountain-mahogany / 
Scribner's Needlegrass Shrubland G3 S3   


Cercocarpus montanus / Hesperostipa comata 
Shrubland 


Alderleaf Mountain-mahogany / 
Needle-and-Thread Shrubland G2 S2   


Cercocarpus montanus / Hesperostipa 
neomexicana Shrubland 


Alderleaf Mountain-mahogany / New 
Mexico Feathergrass Shrubland G2G3 S2   


Corylus cornuta Wet Shrubland Beaked Hazelnut Wet Shrubland G3 S1   
Danthonia parryi Grassland Parry's Oatgrass Grassland G3 S3   


Deschampsia cespitosa ‐ Wet Meadow Tufted Hairgrass ‐ Wet Meadow G4 S4   


Distichlis spicata Alkaline Wet Meadow Salt Meadows G5 S5   
Eleocharis quinqueflora Fen Few-flower Spikerush Fen G4 S4   
Eleocharis rostellata Marsh Beaked Spikerush Marsh G3 S2   
Festuca thurberi Subalpine Grassland  Thurber's Fescue Subalpine Grassland G3 S1S2   


Geum rossii ‐ Trifolium ssp. Alpine Turf Ross' Avens - Clover species Alpine 
Turf G3 S2   


Glyceria grandis Wet Meadow American Mannagrass Wet Meadow G2? S1   
Hesperostipa comata ‐ Achnatherum 
hymenoides Grassland 


Needle-and-Thread - Indian Ricegrass 
Grassland G2? S1   


Hesperostipa comata ‐ Bouteloua gracilis Central 
Grassland 


Needle-and-Thread - Blue Grama 
Central Grassland GNR S2   


Hesperostipa comata Colorado Front Range 
Grassland 


Needle-and-Thread Colorado Front 
Range Grassland G1G2 S2   


Hesperostipa neomexicana Grassland New Mexico Feathergrass Grassland G3 S2   
Juncus parryi / Sibbaldia procumbens Alpine 
Snowbed 


Parry's Rush / Creeping Sibbaldia 
Alpine Snowbed G3G4 S1   


Kobresia myosuroides - Carex rupestris var. 
drummondiana Alpine Turf 


Bellardi Bog Sedge - Drummond's 
Sedge Alpine Turf G3 S1   


Muhlenbergia montana Grassland Mountain Muhly Grassland G3G4 S2   
Muhlenbergia montana ‐ Hesperostipa comata 
Grassland 


Mountain Muhly - Needle-and-Thread 
Grassland G1G2 S2   


Pascopyrum smithii ‐ Eleocharis spp. Wet 
Meadow 


Western Wheatgrass - Spikerush 
species Wet Meadow G1 S1   


Picea engelmannii / Trifolium dasyphyllum Forest Engelmann Spruce / Alpine Clover 
Forest G2? S2   


Picea pungens / Alnus incana Riparian Woodland Blue Spruce / Gray Alder Riparian 
Woodland G3 S3   


Picea pungens / Betula occidentalis Riparian 
Woodland 


Blue Spruce / Water Birch Riparian 
Woodland G2 S2   


Picea pungens / Linnaea borealis Forest Blue Spruce / Twinflower Forest G4 SU   


Pinus flexilis / Arctostaphylos uva‐ursi Woodland Limber Pine / Kinnikinnick Woodland G4 S1   


Pinus flexilis / Juniperus communis Woodland Limber Pine / Common Juniper 
Woodland G5 S5   
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Pinus ponderosa / Artemisia tridentata ssp. 
vaseyana Woodland 


Ponderosa Pine / Mountain Big 
Sagebrush Woodland GNR S1   


Pinus ponderosa / Carex inops ssp. heliophila 
Woodland 


Ponderosa Pine / Sun Sedge 
Woodland G3G4 S1   


Pinus ponderosa / Cercocarpus montanus / 
Andropogon gerardii Open Woodland 


Ponderosa Pine / Alderleaf Mountain-
mahogany / Big Bluestem Open 
Woodland 


G2 S2   


Pinus ponderosa / Leucopoa kingii Woodland Ponderosa Pine / Spike Fescue 
Woodland G3 S3   


Pinus ponderosa / Muhlenbergia montana 
Woodland 


Ponderosa Pine / Mountain Muhly 
Woodland G4G5 S2   


Pinus ponderosa var. scopulorum / Purshia 
tridentata Southern Rocky Mountain Woodland 


Ponderosa Pine / Antelope 
Bitterbrush Southern Rocky Mountain 
Woodland 


G3G5 S5   


Pinus ponderosa / Schizachyrium scoparium 
Woodland 


Ponderosa Pine / Little Bluestem 
Woodland G3G4 S1   


Populus angustifolia / Alnus incana Riparian 
Woodland 


Narrowleaf Cottonwood / Gray Alder 
Riparian Woodland G3 S3   


Populus angustifolia / Betula occidentalis 
Riparian Woodland 


Narrowleaf Cottonwood / Water Birch 
Riparian Woodland G3 S3   


Populus angustifolia / Salix irrorata Riparian 
Woodland 


Narrowleaf Cottonwood / Dewystem 
Willow Riparian Woodland G2 S2   


Populus balsamifera Woodland Balsam Poplar Woodland GU S2   


Populus deltoides ‐ (Salix amygdaloides) / Salix 
(exigua, interior) Floodplain Woodland 


Eastern Cottonwood - (Peachleaf 
Willow) / (Narrowleaf Willow, 
Sandbar Willow) Floodplain 
Woodland 


G3G4 S3   


Populus tremuloides / Acer glabrum Forest Quaking Aspen / Rocky Mountain 
Maple Forest G3 S3   


Populus tremuloides / Alnus incana Riparian 
Forest 


Quaking Aspen / Gray Alder Riparian 
Forest G3 S4   


Populus tremuloides / Betula occidentalis 
Riparian Forest 


Quaking Aspen / Water Birch Riparian 
Forest G3 S2   


Populus tremuloides / Calamagrostis canadensis 
Riparian Forest 


Quaking Aspen / Bluejoint Swamp 
Forest G3 SU   


Populus tremuloides / Corylus cornuta Forest Quaking Aspen / Beaked Hazelnut 
Forest G3 S1   


Populus tremuloides / Lonicera involucrata 
Forest 


Quaking Aspen / Twinberry 
Honeysuckle Forest G3 S1   


Populus tremuloides / Ribes montigenum 
Riparian Forest 


Quaking Aspen / Gooseberry Currant 
Riparian Forest G2 SU   


Populus tremuloides / Vaccinium myrtillus Forest Quaking Aspen / Whortleberry Forest G3 S1   


Potamogeton natans Aquatic Vegetation Floating Pondweed Aquatic 
Vegetation G5? S1   


Pseudotsuga menziesii / Betula occidentalis 
Riparian Woodland 


Douglas-fir / Water Birch Riparian 
Woodland G3? S2   


Pseudotsuga menziesii / Paxistima myrsinites 
Forest Douglas-fir / Oregon Boxleaf Forest G2G3 S2   
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Purshia tridentata / Artemisia frigida / 
Hesperostipa comata Shrubland 


Antelope Bitterbrush / Prairie 
Sagewort / Needle-and-Thread 
Shrubland 


G1G2 S1S2   


Purshia tridentata / Muhlenbergia montana 
Shrubland 


Antelope Bitterbrush / Mountain 
Muhly Shrubland G2 S2   


Rhus trilobata Moist Wet Shrubland Skunkbush Sumac Moist Wet 
Shrubland G3 S3   


Rhus trilobata Rocky Mountain Shrubland Skunkbush Sumac Rocky Mountain 
Shrubland G2 S2   


Salix arctica / Salix nivalus Dwarf Shrubland Arctic Willow ‐ Net‐Veined Willow 
Shrubland G2GQ S2   


Salix bebbiana Wet Shrubland Bebb's Willow Wet Shrubland G3? S2   
Salix boothii / Calamagrostis canadensis 
Shrubland 


Booth Willow / Canadian Reed Grass 
Shrubland G3G4Q S1   


Salix boothii / Carex utriculata Shrubland Booth's Willow / Beaked Sedge 
Shrubland G4 S2   


Salix boothii / Deschampsia caespitosa / Geum 
rossii Wet Shrubland 


Booth's Willow / Tufted Hairgrass - 
Ross' Avens Wet Shrubland G4 S4   


Salix boothii Mesic Forbs Wet Shrubland Booth's Willow / Mesic Forbs Wet 
Shrubland G3 S3   


Salix boothii Mesic Graminoids Wet Shrubland Booth's Willow / Mesic Graminoids 
Wet Shrubland G3? S3   


Salix brachycarpa / Carex aquatilis Wet 
Shrubland 


Short-fruit Willow / Water Sedge Wet 
Shrubland G2G3 S2   


Salix drummondiana / Calamagrostis canadensis 
Wet Shrubland 


Drummond's Willow / Bluejoint Wet 
Shrubland G3 S3   


Salix geyeriana ‐ Salix monticola / Calamagrostis 
canadensis Wet Shrubland 


Geyer's Willow - Park Willow / 
Bluejoint Wet Shrubland G3 S2   


Salix geyeriana / Calamagrostis canadensis Wet 
Shrubland 


Geyer's Willow / Bluejoint Wet 
Shrubland G5 S2   


Salix geyeriana / Carex aquatilis Wet Shrubland Geyer's Willow / Water Sedge Wet 
Shrubland G3 S2   


Salix monticola / Calamagrostis canadensis Wet 
Shrubland 


Park Willow / Bluejoint Wet 
Shrubland G3 S3   


Salix monticola / Carex aquatilis Wet Shrubland Park Willow / Water Sedge Wet 
Shrubland G3 S2   


Salix monticola / Carex utriculata Wet Shrubland Park Willow / Northwest Territory 
Sedge Wet Shrubland G3 S3   


Salix monticola / Mesic Graminoids Wet 
Shrubland 


Park Willow / Mesic Graminoids Wet 
Shrubland G3 S3   


Salix planifolia / Deschampsia caespitosa Wet 
Shrubland 


Diamondleaf Willow / Tufted 
Hairgrass Wet Shrubland G2G3 S2   


Salix wolfii / Mesic Forbs Wet Shrubland Wolf's Willow / Mesic Forbs Wet 
Shrubland G3 S3   


Schizachyrium scoparium‐ Bouteloua 
curtipendula Western Great Plains Grassland 


Little Bluestem - Sideoats Grama 
Western Great Plains Grassland G3 S2   


Spartina pectinata Western Wet Meadow Prairie Cordgrass Western Wet 
Meadow G3? S2   


Suaeda calceoliformis Wet Meadow Pursh Seepweed Wet Meadow GNR SU   
Symphoricarpos occidentalis Shrubland Western Snowberry Shrubland G4G5 S4   


SPECIES WITH THE POTENTIAL TO OCCUR IN BOULDER COUNTY 
Andreaea heinemannii   G3G5 S1S3 RMNP 
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Botrychium tunux Moosewort G3G4 S2   
Carex leptalea bristle-stalk sedge G5 S1 RMNP 
Cystopteris montana mountain bladder fern G5 S1 RMNP 
Draba porsildii Porsild's draba Unranked Unranked RMNP 


Erocallis triphylla Dwarf spring beauty G4? S2 RMNP 
Heteranthera limosa blue mudplantain Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
Lewisia rediviva Bitterroot G5 S3 RMNP 
Myosurus apetalus var. montanus bristly mousetail Unranked Unranked BCPOS 


Oligoneuron album (Solidago ptarmicoides, 
Unamia alba) prairie goldenrod G5 S2  


Potamogeton praelongus whitestem pondweed G5 S1  


Rhytidium rugosum golden glade-moss G5 S1S3 RMNP 
Ribes americanum American black current G5 S2   
Sagittaria brevirostra shortbeak arrowhead Unranked Unranked BCPOS 
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DEFINITIONS 
 


Federal Status 


ESA, United States Endangered Species Act 


LE, Listed Endangered 


LT, Listed Threatened 


C, Candidate for listing 


 


Colorado Natural Heritage Program (CNHP)/NatureServe Imperilment Ranks* 


G‐Rank: Global Rank, S‐Rank: Colorado Rank 


G/S1, Critically Imperiled 


G/S2, Imperiled 


G/S3, Vulnerable to extirpation, typically between 21‐100 occurrences. 


G/S4, Apparently secure 


G/S5 Secure 


G/S?, Unranked. Some evidence that species may be imperiled, but awaiting formal rarity ranking. 


G/SU, Unrankable due to lack of information or substantially conflicting information. 


G/SH, Possibly extirpated or extinct. 


GQ, Indicates uncertainty about taxonomic status. 


G/S#?, Indicates uncertainty about an assigned rank, or the rank has not yet been assessed. 


G#T#, Trinomial rank (T) is used for subspecies or varieties. These species or subspecies are ranked on the same criteria as G1‐ G5. 


GNR/SNR, Global not ranked/State not ranked. CNHP has not yet looked at this species. 


TNR, Not yet ranked globally due to lack of information. 


*Note: Where two numbers appear in a global or state rank, e.g., S2S3, the actual rank of the element falls between the two numbers. 
CNHP experts tend to round up to the more conservative number, e.g., if S2S3, consider the species a ‘S2’ until further information is 
available (Jill Handwerk, personal communication). 


 


(BLM) Bureau of Land Management Colorado Sensitive Species List 


Sensitive plant species or communities 


(BCPOS) Boulder County Parks & Open Space Sensitive Status 


Sensitive species within Boulder County 


(OSMP) City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks Sensitive Status 


Sensitive plant species or communities as designated on OSMP lands. 


(CPW) Colorado Parks and Wildlife State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) 


CPW Rare Plant Addendum to the SWAP (2015) 


(RMNP) National Park Service, Rocky Mountain National Park Sensitive Status 
 Sensitive species appearing on NPS' 'State Endangered, Threatened or Rare Species for Rocky Mountain National Park' list (NPS 2006). 


(USFS) United States Forest Service Sensitive Status 
Indicates a sensitive species designated by the USFS Rocky Mountain Regional Forester to occur on USFS managed lands within Boulder 
County. 
 





		RPA-SNC 2022 ADOPTED

		bccp-plant-species_communities-special-concern-update 10-24-22





negatively impacted with the current road, and it is my opinion that a slower speed limit would help these residents greatly. To ensure a slower speed limit you could install
reverse speed bumps along this stretch on the road portion creating a safe alternative for BERT.  

In addition, proponents of BERT claim that many would not drive cars anymore, rather use their bikes to commute to Boulder. If
this is true, then Valmont Rd is the only option to explore since traffic would be greatly decreased with all commuting traffic
moving to BERT. Please explore how Valmont Rd. could be transformed into an amazing commuter trail removing 18 wheelers
from this stretch to make BERT a reality. 
 

Option 2. From 75th run BERT North to the Lookout Open Space which already has multiple trails built on & through it, then build it all the way to 287 along Lookout Rd. The
Views from Lookout are outstanding, and nature lovers will feel like they are on-top of the world with unforgettable views to the west of Longs & Indian Peaks, and entire
Continental Divide.  To the East the horizon is vast and seems to never end…..
These two options would provide beautiful scenery and will not impact our protected ecosystems we know are so very important to all of us choosing to live in Boulder City &
County. 
 

Please join me to be a voice for this delicate valley ecosystem, a beautiful natural resource, which will be negatively impacted
forever with the proposed 24/7, 10 foot wide BERT Commuter Trail running through the protected conservation habitat. 
 

With heartfelt gratitude for your attention to this sensitive matter.
 

Sincerely,
Myra Mesko
(970)390-9010
 
https://assets.bouldercounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/bccp-map-wetlands-riparian-areas.pdf
 
 
https://assets.bouldercounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2017/03/bccp-map-rare-plant-areas-significant-natural-areas.pdf
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https://www.colorado.edu/today/2024/07/12/searching-colorados-little-known-fireflies

Searching for Colorado’s little-known fireflies
Banner image: Fireflies dance over a field near Sawhill Ponds in Boulder, Colorado. (Credit: Peleg Lab)
Owen Martin steps carefully through the knee-high grass growing up around a long-abandoned railroad track near Sawhill Ponds in Boulder, Colorado. It’s almost pitch black out. The
sun set 45 minutes ago, and the only light now comes from the distant buzz of cars on Valmont Road.

 Get involved
Students, Colorado residents and more can sign up to help record firefly flashes.
Volunteer Now
Or almost the only light. If you let your eyes adjust to the dark, you can just make out the twinkle from hundreds of faint specks. They flash on and off as if someone spilled yellow-green
glitter across this empty field. 
Martin, a doctoral student in computer science at CU Boulder, is hunting for fireflies.
“There’s one right there,” he says, holding up a butterfly net. “It’s leading me on a little chase.”
Many people who call Colorado home might be surprised to learn that fireflies (or lightning bugs, depending on who you ask) also live in the state. But, if you’re lucky, you might
stumble on a few pockets of these insects lighting up the night. You just need to know when and where to look.
That’s what Martin and his advisor Orit Peleg are trying to figure out now. In a project that blends technology with natural history, researchers in Peleg’s lab have spent summers since
2018 traveling across the state in search of fireflies. They use 360-degree cameras to learn more about the insects, including the patterns they make with their flashes. In many ways, the
team is in a race against time. In Colorado, as in other places around the world, firefly populations may be vanishing as a result of humans paving over wetland habitats and saturating the
night sky with artificial light.
“Firefly flashes are like a little, secret language,” said Peleg, associate professor in the BioFrontiers Institute and Department of Computer Science. “They are very special, and we have a
lot to learn from them.”

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/YTUQC0RoXyigVmOZi2iYC9-IZC?domain=colorado.edu
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/1hw7CgJDQVSw9GXpS3sEC4WUSO?domain=docs.google.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/sTuwCjRgOViG8RLPt1t4Cm4e8j?domain=royalsocietypublishing.org
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/z5o_CkRjOViX95V1T8uOCG9aan?domain=colorado.edu/
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/MLmsClYkMViPxXJpUVCoCzHKpy?domain=colorado.edu


 

Introducing Colorado fireflies

It’s a new experience for Martin. The researcher grew up not far from this natural area in Louisville, Colorado, but had never seen a firefly at home until three years ago. He said that
observing these animals in the wild is a “wonderous feeling.”
“It’s all dark, and you feel like the rest of the world isn’t there anymore,” he said. “You feel like you are floating in space, and there are all these stars moving around you.”
At Sawhill Ponds, he’s trapped one of those stars now. He gingerly moves the insect from his canvas net to a covered petri dish. The firefly is about a half-inch long, and you can just
make out its orangish head and black wings. A light organ on the bug’s abdomen glows, flashing like the beacon from a lighthouse. 
Fireflies belong to a family of beetles known as Lampyridae, and roughly 2,000 species of fireflies can be found across the globe. It’s not clear how many live in Colorado. The insects
near Sawhill Ponds belong to a common genus called Photuris. The name roughly translates to “light terror” because female Photuris fireflies sometimes use flashes to lure in, then
devour males from different species. 
Entomology collections at the CU Museum of Natural History include specimens from Photuris and four other genera found in 19 Colorado counties—ranging from Yuma County in the
northeast to Montezuma in the southwest. Martin himself has observed fireflies in the town of Divide, which sits near Pikes Peak at an altitude of more than 9,000 feet.
Still, there are good reasons why these luminous animals remain such a mystery in the state. Unlike fireflies in the eastern U.S., which can abound all summer long, Colorado fireflies
tend to cluster in swampy areas and are active for just a few weeks per year—appearing in the second half of June, then disappearing again by mid-July. Martin's research is supported
through the President's Teaching Scholars Program and Timmerhaus Fund Ambassadors at the University of Colorado and by the City of Boulder Open Space and Mountain Parks.
“A lot of people here come from places like the Midwest where they’ve seen fireflies. But they don’t know about them in their own backyards,” said Martin, who wants to raise “firefly
literacy” in the Front Range.

Speaking firefly

Part of that goal hinges on understanding their secret language, Peleg said.
She explained that male fireflies flash to attract females, which often remain hidden on the ground. Each firefly species, however, has its own, unique flash pattern. 
“It’s like Morse code,” she said. “It’s this simple light on, light off signal, and that’s probably as close as it gets to computer language, ones and zeros, in the animal kingdom.”
To explore those patterns, her team uses 360-degree GoPro cameras to record fireflies in the wild. They then feed those recordings into computer programs that analyze the patterns. In
recent research, for example, the group dug into the flashing behavior of fireflies in the Great Smoky Mountains of Tennessee—where thousands of insects synchronize their displays so
that they all flash in unison, bathing entire hillsides in light.
Peleg’s team found that these animals seem to achieve that feat by observing how their neighbors are flashing, then adjusting their behavior to match.
Martin is gathering similar insights into Colorado’s fireflies. Eventually, he and Peleg want to build a library of firefly flash patterns—a sort of Google Translate for insects. That way,
people could record video of fireflies flashing, then automatically identify what species they’re looking at.

Protecting diversity

The researchers hope they can collect their data before it’s too late.

 How you can help fireflies
Coloradans can help protect fireflies by following these tips from the Butterfly Pavillion:

Support land conservation and habitat restoration.
Stay on designated paths when visiting natural areas to avoid damaging their habitat.
Enjoy fireflies in the wild and don’t catch them.
Turn off unnecessary lights near their habitats in June through August.

Across the globe, research on fireflies remains scarce. But a growing number of hints suggests that some species may be disappearing. 
In Colorado, artificial light is a major threat. Studies of fireflies from the eastern United States show that streetlights and other nighttime illumination can wash out the signals that
fireflies are trying to communicate. It’s a bit like trying to carry on a conversation in the middle of a crowded bar. (Such “light pollution” can also make it more difficult to see the
stars from Colorado). 
But there are a number of actions people can take to protect vulnerable firefly habitats. Martin and Peleg invite curious Coloradans to volunteer to help out with the research project. A
team at the Butterfly Pavillion near Denver is also raising adult fireflies from larvae, which could one day be released into the wild. 
The potential of those actions is on display at Sawhill Ponds. There, a strange light has caught Martin’s attention. It’s a firefly, but one with an oddly orange-colored light.
After a few swipes of his net, the scientist captures the mysterious insect. It’s noticeably smaller than the Photuris bug he caught earlier. It’s a Pyractomena, a completely different firefly
genus and one Martin has not recorded at this spot before.
“This could be very exciting,” he says.
The new insect is a reminder that scientists still have a lot to learn about fireflies in Colorado. Martin encourages everyone to get out and look.
“Turn your lights off,” he said. “Then, between the middle of June and the middle of July, try to take some walks at night in your local wetland areas and see if you can find some.”

https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/6THhCmZ0MVHPzWwDU3FxCR76XZ?domain=colorado.edu
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/oknKCn5mNVI3vm0jCvHYCJiWRb?domain=colorado.edu
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/sTuwCjRgOViG8RLPt1t4Cm4e8j?domain=royalsocietypublishing.org
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/sQjRCo2n69UPEvNZU5IgCp7rrr?domain=butterflies.org/
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/b35jCpYoX6iOmArKfVS7CGkeCv?domain=colorado.edu
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/b35jCpYoX6iOmArKfVS7CGkeCv?domain=colorado.edu
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/1hw7CgJDQVSw9GXpS3sEC4WUSO?domain=docs.google.com
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/uoxmCqxpMXHkZXAlUoT8CE92Te?domain=butterflies.org/


From: Loachamin, Marta
To: Boulder County Board of Commissioners
Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL] Re: Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) Plan
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:26:33 AM

 
Replacing previous email
 
Marta Loachamin | she/her/ella
Boulder County Commissioner D2
303-579-1825 | bouldercounty.gov 
 
Visit boco.org/advance-agenda to view the Commissioners’ upcoming meetings
 
My email response time may not be the same as yours. Please don't feel obligated to respond
outside of your working hours.
 

From: Mark Cathcart <m_cathcart@yahoo.co.uk> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:25 AM
To: Commissioner Levy <commissioner.levy@bouldercounty.gov>; Commissioner Loachamin
<commissioner.loachamin@bouldercounty.gov>; Commissioner Stolzmann
<commissioner.stolzmann@bouldercounty.gov>
Cc: Luebbert, Tonya <tluebbert@bouldercounty.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Re: Boulder to Erie Regional Trail (BERT) Plan
 
PLEASE DELETE MY EARLIER EMAIL AND REPLACE WITH THIS - The earlier 
version was an incomplete draft - My apologies.

I moved to Colorado after 10 years in Austin, Texas, and five years in 
New York. I grew up in the UK as a cyclist, both recreationally and as a 
commuter. In Austin, I was the ride leader for a bicycle shop ride that 
won awards and was regularly in Bicycle Magazine's top-5 shop rides in 
the USA 
(https://jackandadams.blogspot.com/2011/08/shop-ride-sundays-schedule-update.html).

I'd heard about the promise of recreational Colorado, and for the first 
three years, I tried to make it work as a cyclist. It didn't work.

I've had more close calls in those three years while riding mostly on 
the back roads of Boulder County than at any other time in my life. In 
2018, I was clipped by the mirror of an SUV while riding on 95th Street, 
south of 3rd Ave in Longmont. I was lucky; I was able to retain control 
of my bicycle and stay upright as it clipped the curb. The driver never 
stopped.

mailto:mloachamin@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:commissioners@bouldercounty.gov
https://bouldercounty.gov/
http://www.boco.org/advance-agenda
https://url.us.m.mimecastprotect.com/s/jC2GCVO20yikpZXGHJsZFEb8tI?domain=jackandadams.blogspot.com


For the most part, now I only take my bike to the post office in 
Lafayette and Louisville, all mostly off-road. I ride into Boulder for 
"Bike to Work Day," but even that requires careful thought, planning, 
and estimation of traffic volumes.

I understand that an underpass at I-287 would be expensive, but in 
relation to cost, the amount of money spent on roads is relatively small.

I-287 is a "death trap," and there have been at least two fatal crashes 
on that stretch just this summer and endless other crashes. We used to 
cross at Oxford Road by cycling in the wrong direction, waiting for a 
big enough break in the traffic, crossing to the middle, continuing to 
cycle in the wrong direction until it was safe to cross the remaining 
two lanes. Stopping and trying to cross directly was simply too 
dangerous; even an Olympic cycling sprinter would have a difficult time 
crossing I-287 from a standing start.

I understand why politicians are unwilling to tackle spending by drivers 
in general; the cost of that is providing alternative safe routes.

Even though the trail would not come near Louisville, where I currently 
live, I would find a safe route to get to it and ride whenever I can.

++Mark.
______________________
https://ctproduced.com
https://markcathcart.com/about/
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From: Springett, Natalie
To: Churchill, Jennifer
Subject: FW: Town Council of Erie LOS for BERT Alignment
Date: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:44:17 AM
Attachments: image001.png

20241022_BERT_Town Council LOS.pdf
Importance: High

Can you add this to the BOCC’s file on the BERT?
 
Thanks!
N
 

From: Luebbert, Tonya <tluebbert@bouldercounty.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 11:14 AM
To: Case, Dale <dcase@bouldercounty.gov>; Springett, Natalie <nspringett@bouldercounty.gov>
Cc: Bracke, Kathleen <kbracke@bouldercounty.gov>; Proctor, Stacey
<sproctor@bouldercounty.gov>; Hackett, Richard <rhackett@bouldercounty.gov>
Subject: FW: Town Council of Erie LOS for BERT Alignment
Importance: High

 
Good morning,
 
Please see the attached letter from Town of Erie Mayor, Justin Brooks, and Town of Erie Council
Members expressing support for the BERT Plan.  
 
Natalie, can you please share this letter of support with the BOCC for us as well?
 
Thank you,
Tonya
 
Tonya Luebbert | Regional Trails Planner
she/her/hers
Boulder County Community Planning & Permitting
Transportation Planning Division
Direct: 720-564-2866
BoulderCounty.gov
 
 

From: Luke Bolinger <lbolinger@erieco.gov> 
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2024 9:42 AM
To: Luebbert, Tonya <tluebbert@bouldercounty.gov>
Cc: Bracke, Kathleen <kbracke@bouldercounty.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Town Council of Erie LOS for BERT Alignment
Importance: High
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mailto:lbolinger@erieco.gov
mailto:tluebbert@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:kbracke@bouldercounty.gov

f» %’
et
peid

TOWN OF ERIE










Tonya,
Short turnaround, but we got ‘er done! Attached is a letter of support from the full Town of
Erie Council, signed last night.
 
Councilor Emily Baer will be at the meeting, speaking at public comment. See you all
tomorrow!
 

Luke Bolinger, CPRP | Director of Parks & Recreation

Town of Erie 

2203 N. 111th Street | Erie, CO 80516
Phone: 303-926-2796 
www.erieco.gov/parksandrec| Facebook | Twitter | LinkedIn

Enhancing the quality of life by serving and building Erie with PRIDE.
The information contained in this email message may be privileged, confidential, and protected from disclosure. If you are not the
intended recipient, any dissemination, distribution, or copying is strictly prohibited. If you think you have received this email message in
error, please contact the sender and delete the original message immediately.

 

Book time to meet with me
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From: Stolzmann, Ashley
To: Tabitha Farrar
Cc: Churchill, Jennifer
Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL] Boulder Erie Regional Trail
Date: Tuesday, September 3, 2024 1:38:44 PM

Hi Tabitha,
 
Thank you for contacting me to share your concerns about the proposed Boulder Erie Regional Trail
(BERT).
 
My hope is that by creating a trail connection with safe crossings from Erie to Boulder, we can
eliminate the very unsafe cycling and walking conditions that currently exist. Right now, there is no
way for people to safely travel by bike or foot from Erie to Boulder, but the rail alignment that is
unused is already disturbed from the rail line (and segments of the railway are currently mowed)
would create a safe route for community members to travel.
 
You may be unaware that I previously and unsuccessfully advocated to reduce the number of trails
in the East Boulder Creek Plan as it is so close in proximity to this planned project. I felt that it would
have been a wonderful habitat to restore and preserve for wildlife and sensitive plants, so we are
certainly in agreement on such desires for county lands.
 
Please know that I truly do care about our natural resources and do my best to advocate for a
balance of safety for the public and the preservation of our habitat. I will continue supporting efforts
to mitigate against any negative effects of the trail, and support completing the project as soon as
possible on the railroad alignment to promote safer recreation for our residents.
 
I appreciate you reaching out and encourage to sign up for news from the county from the front
page of our website (BoulderCounty.gov) so that you can stay up to speed on plans for the BERT:
 

 
Kind regards,
 
Ashley Stolzmann
Boulder County Commissioner
720-668-2417 | bouldercounty.gov 

mailto:astolzmann@bouldercounty.gov
mailto:WhiteDogFarmBoulder@gmail.com
mailto:jchurchill@bouldercounty.gov
https://bouldercounty.gov/


 

From: Tabitha Farrar <WhiteDogFarmBoulder@gmail.com> 
Sent: Friday, August 30, 2024 5:24 AM
To: Commissioner Stolzmann <commissioner.stolzmann@bouldercounty.gov>
Subject: [EXTERNAL] Boulder Erie Regional Trail
 
Dear Commissioner Stolzmann

I hope this letter finds you well. I am writing to express my strong opposition to
the proposed trail development for the Boulder Erie Regional Trail. Specifically,
the RTD disused railway track area from 75th to 95th. While I appreciate efforts
to enhance outdoor recreation in our community, I believe this particular
project poses significant risks to the local wildlife and the preservation of our
open spaces.

The area in question is home to a diverse range of flora and fauna, some of
which are sensitive to disturbances. We have the wetland conservation area to
the west of the White Rocks Trails that has recently been redeveloped into
wetlands at great taxpayer expense, but also the railway track to the east of
the White Rocks Trail sees a great amount of wildlife activity. Bobcats use that
area, along with a great deal of other wild animals. In fact I have a picture of a
bobcat on the railway track that I can send you. The introduction of a trail
would likely disrupt the natural habitats of these species, potentially leading to
a decline in their populations. Furthermore, the increased human activity could
lead to soil erosion, water pollution, and the degradation of the overall
ecosystem. Not to mention the negative affect of wanderers to the neighboring
farmlands. 

Open spaces like this are invaluable not only for wildlife but also for the people
in our community who cherish the natural beauty and tranquility they offer. My
property at 9143 Valmont Road is under a conservation easement. I can't as
much build a shed or park a trailer without having to consider the natural
beauty of the area and seek permission from OSMP. Yet, now there are plans to
run a multi-use trail right though the middle of this peaceful and undeveloped
area.  Once these areas are altered, they cannot be easily restored, and we risk
losing a vital part of our natural heritage.

I urge you to reconsider this project and explore alternative options that would
have less impact on the environment. Protecting our open spaces and the
wildlife that inhabits them is crucial for maintaining the ecological balance and
ensuring that future generations can enjoy the natural beauty of our county.
Building a multi-use path here will drive out much of the diverse wildlife.  If we
start interfering with our Open Space areas between Boulder and Erie in this
way, it will not be long before they are gone, and this beautiful area will
become nothing more than a suburb. 

Thank you for considering my concerns. I trust that you will take the necessary
steps to preserve the integrity of our open spaces and protect the wildlife that
depends on them. If you are interested you are welcome to come out to my
farm so you can see the area. 
 
Sincerely, 



Tabitha Farrar
9143 Valmont Road, Boulder, CO, 80301
303-601-7009
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