
Mill Levy Advisory Council, BCHS 

Monday, November 18th 2024 

5:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Meeting Minutes 

 

ADA statement 

This document contains materials from external parties that may not be fully 

accessible. To request an Americans with Disability Act (ADA) accommodation, 

please email ada@bouldercounty.gov, or call 303-441-1386.  View the county’s 

accessibility statement. 

 

Advisory Council Members in Attendance: Asher Johnson, Heidi Que, Lisa 

Slager, Teresa Greene, Annette Treufeldt-Frank, Jolie Bernstein 

 

Absent:  Julie Marshall 

 

Community Members in Attendance: Ailsa Wonnacott, Kimberly DeGraff, 

Caitlin Looney 

 

Boulder County Employees:  Rebecca Seiden, IDD Mill Levy Program 

Coordinator & Ally Joel, IDD Mill Levy Program Specialist 

 

Meeting  

Meeting was held virtually through Microsoft Teams. No Public Comments were 

scheduled. 

 

Approval of Minutes 

Lisa motioned to approve October’s minutes; Heidi seconded. No objections. 

Minutes were approved. 

 

Cultural Broker Program Presentation & Discussion 

Claudia Ibarra-Arellano 

  

mailto:ada@bouldercounty.gov
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• Spreads awareness via word of mouth, & flyers. 

• Cultural "insider" and "outsiders" welcome - cultural brokers can be either. 

"Outsider" are not people with direct lived experience but who are willing to 

take an extra step to learn about that culture and advocate for that 

community.  

• Training is open to just community member, and nonprofit members. 



• Cultural collective members, open to BC employees as well as community 

members, and nonprofit members.  

 

Housing Data Presentation 

Rebecca Seiden, Staff Liaison 

  

 
  

 



  

 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  



 
  

 
  



 
  

 

  

Public Awareness Subcommittee Report Out 

Lisa Slager, Council Member, Jolie Bernstein, Council Member & Ally Joel, IDD 

Program Specialist 



• Submitting a request to communications to design the logo. Will present 

options to the IDDAC once they become available.  

• Mission Statement (revised): Our purpose is to broaden and inform our 

network of community partners to increase awareness of the IDDAC and 

create greater opportunities for individuals with IDD/Autism/BI and their 

caregivers to effectively engage with Boulder County life.  

• Approach to mission: We are committed to achieving this by prioritizing 

cultural equity and actively engaging new and diverse lived experiences into 

IDDAC spaces where programming and funding recommendations are 

made.   

• Explore a way to refer to our population in a more concise way 

• Look at integrating language developed for the IDDAC:  
o Our mission is to empower Boulder County residents living with 

Intellectual and Developmental Disability, Brain Injury, and Autism 

and their support networks by fostering inclusivity and promoting a 

compassionate community that recognizes and celebrates the 

uniqueness of all members of our community as valued citizens and 

neighbors. 
o Our vision is to champion equitable access for individuals with 

Intellectual and Developmental Disabilities, Brain Injury, and/or 

Autism to have a diverse array of choices that align with their 

aspirations. We are dedicated to facilitating and supporting 

opportunities for housing, employment, health, wellness, and 

community inclusion, fostering an environment where everyone can 

pursue their goals. 
o Our purpose is to make informed recommendations to the Boulder 

County Commissioners which generates and encourages impactful 

investments that supports inclusivity and access for all members of 

our community. 
o Our Housing mission is to ensure individuals with Intellectual and 

Developmental Disabilities, Brain Injury, and/or Autism are included 

in their communities as valued neighbors and citizens through access 

to safe, affordable, and customized housing solutions. We are 

committed to a continuum that ranges from emergency housing to 

homeownership which fosters independence and encourages self-

directed housing choices. 

 

IDD Mill Levy Updates  

Rebecca Seiden 



• Elevated Communities has decided not to renew their contract for 2025.  We 

will be regrouping to figure out how we want to proceed with this 

position.  We would like to complete a REIAT during the interim to help us 

make an informed decision on how we should proceed.  

• REIAT is a racial equity tool, which stands for Racial Equity Impact 

Assessment Tool.  It is a set of questions used to examine how a proposed 

policy, program, or decision might affect different racial and ethnic 

groups.  It aims to identify and mitigate potential negative impacts on 

marginalized communities and promote racial equity in decision-

making.  We would like to begin to complete this prior to making 

recommendations.  

• November is Native American Heritage Month.  We invite everyone to use 

resources such as Native-Land.ca to learn about and connect with the 

indigenous land we live on.  

• LEAP Low-income Energy Assistance Program-LEAP is a federally funded 

program that helps eligible Coloradans pay a portion of their winter home 

heating costs.  To qualify for LEAP, households must:  
o Pay home heating costs, either directly to a utility company or to a 

landlord as part of rent  
o Earn a maximum family household income that does not exceed 60% 

of the state median income (Maximum gross monthly income for 1 

person=$3,382, 2 people=$4,423, 3 people-$5,464, 4 people=$6,505, 

5 people =$7,545, and 6 people-$8,596)  
o Provide proof of lawful presences in the U.S.  
o Several ways to apply for LEAP, including: Colorado PEAK  
o Download a LEAP application in English or Spanish  
o Pick up an application at any local human services office  
o Call 1-866-HEAT-HELP (1-866-432-8435) and LEAP will send you 

an application by mail  
o Applications are accepted until April 30.  

• Another enrollment event for current OmniSalud enrollees will be on 

Tuesday, November 19, 2024, at the St Vrain Community HUB from 8 a.m. 

to 7 p.m.  They are looking for Spanish speaking bilingual volunteers.   

 

Working Session 

Website updates 
• More welcoming and simplified (plain) language to join meetings and 

committees 



• Minutes posted more timely. Put meeting minutes with agenda (like end of 

year) 

• Tabs for each priority area 

• Update titles for council members 

• How to join the council, more accessible access to our meetings for the 

community 

• "How to" video on selecting language/navigating the site, include ASL 

interpreting 

• Check to ensure all PDFs have been remediated 

• Create list of documents to translate, i.e. needs assessment reports  

• Update ballot language (include BI) 

• Use plain language throughout 

• Stock photo: currently looks like we serve children. Include an image that is 

more inclusive, possibly pulling from new stock photos provided by one of 

our partners, featuring real community members 

• Include new PA logo 

• Get webpage input from neurodiverse family/friends on more accessible 

navigation 

• Navigation Resources featured in "related links" (on the right of the 

webpage) does not have a link back to Systems Navigation on IDDAC page. 

Might confuse community. Find out if we can link back to "systems 

navigation." 

• AAC devices have set images to connect universal concepts. Look up 

universal images to remain consistent with what AAC users would 

understand.  

• Legislative update/opportunities 

• Use the images from the brief report to help breakup the words (see below) 



 
 

Next Steps/Agenda Topics 

• Update on systems navigation 

• Presentation from one of our community partners 

• Data from Oliver Behavioral (we have that data from first session and 

waiting for second, is not complete yet).  

• Rebecca and Ally to survey mental health practitioners to find out success of 

the Oliver Behavioral mental health training program. 
o Possible questions:  

• How many of the trainees have increased their Medicaid 

clientele?  

• How many of the trainees have increased IDD clientele? 

• Do they feel better equipped to work with IDD clientele?  

• What barriers still exist to serving IDD clientele? 

• What do practitioners need to better serve IDD clientele? 

 

Meeting Adjourned at 7:37 p.m.   

Minutes Submitted by Ally Joel 
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