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Visitation Spotlight

About 1.8 Overall visitation Visitation was estimated 13 vehicle and 22 trail
million visits slightly decreased from at 23 properties and counters were monitored
in 2025 the previous year 6 regional trails at 35 access points

The minimum estimated number of visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space (BCPOS) parks
in 2025 was 1,784,228. This was a small decrease in visitation from the previous year’s visitation
number of 1,828,734.

All trail and vehicle counters are TRAFx counters that record timestamped hourly data for
visitation. These counters make it possible to monitor hourly, daily, weekly, and monthly
visitation at properties to identify trends.
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Since 11 public parks and neighborhood trails do not have counters, their visitation must be estimated.
The annual estimates provided by observational studies at Twin Lakes (103,139 visits) and the Coal
Creek, Rock Creek, and LOBO trails (268,000 total visits) have been adjusted to reflect the overall
percent change in visitation estimated by properties with counters and included in the overall
minimum estimated number of visits. Visitation at the Beech property is calculated using picnic shelter
reservations, since the trails are managed by the City of Boulder.

For the properties where observational data has not been collected, estimates are based on averages
from properties with similar visitation that do have counters. Using data from those counters, we
estimate the average visitation for other parks in that visitor-use category and apply that average to
each of the parks in categories that do not have counters.
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Park Visitation

The estimates provided here are minimum estimates. Visitation numbers may be higher, but they are
probably not any lower. Some parks have separate access points without counters, or they receive
visitors who are biking, running, riding, or walking, rather than driving a vehicle into a park with a vehicle
counter. Additionally, vehicle counters are calibrated to estimate visits from people arriving in cars,
SUVs, and small trucks, not longer-length vehicles, such as school buses or RVs. The properties are listed
from highest to lowest estimated number of visits in 2025.

Estimated Number of Visits at Properties with Counters

Location Winter Spring Summer Fall Total 2025 Total 2024 Total 2023

Walden Ponds Wildlife Habitat 20,666 43,775 32,859 | 31,328 128,628 116,939 118,252
Carolyn Holmberg Preserve 14,172 26,992 29,574 | 25,340 96,078 95,545 96,529
Boulder Canyon Trail 5,628 19,422 26,964 | 21,457 73,471 58,325 63,870
Betasso Preserve 7,511 20,360 24,527 18,845 71,242 68,616 73,800
Ron Stewart Preserve at Rabbit 14,568 20,443 16,154 18,804 69,969 65,621 68,963
Mountain

Walker Ranch 7,178 19,154 24,862 | 15,687 66,881 66,631 69,691
Heil Valley Ranch 8,393 19,621 20,040 | 17,976 66,030 79,698 85,467
Hall Ranch 8,942 16,553 20,366 | 20,160 66,020 70,293 71,859
Mud Lake 5,730 9,894 22,514 | 17,169 55,307 59,271 56,922
Lagerman Agricultural Preserve 11,490 21,948 12,514 8,826 54,778 78,755 69,497
Anne U. White Trail 3,763 15,259 22,105 9,451 50,578 44,965 43,852
Hessie Trailhead 1,410 4,693 28,048 14,482 48,633 47,479 54,500
Legion Park 7,480 10,352 8,988 8,516 35,336 38,830 38,177
Coalton Trailhead 4,838 9,750 11,764 8,767 35,119 30,750 28,397
Flagg Park 2,282 4,718 11,128 4,469 22,596 19,669 13,679
Caribou Ranch 2,165 647 5,720 7,694 16,226 18,979 17,824
Bald Mountain Scenic Area 1,978 3,394 3,865 3,444 12,681 14,444 14,217
Total 160,106 | 313,311 | 365,482 | 298,258 1,137,158 1,159,093 1,171,869
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Overall Visitation at Properties

with Counters

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space
in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Year Jan Feb Mar Apr Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total

2022 57,274 | 47,279 81,042 | 110,728 | 116,618 | 124,863 | 125,996 | 118,258 114,055 | 124,265 64,478 | 53,899 | 1,138,755

2023 | 46,055 52,925 | 77,369 | 116,084 | 120,027 | 125,042 | 136,005 | 121,469 124,977 | 108,665 77,268 | 65,983 | 1,171,869

2024 | 66,669 62,531 | 81,449 | 100,423 | 125,704 | 132,335 | 122,727 | 105,845 | 118,092 | 105,882 | 69,844 | 67,593 | 1,159,093

2025 | 47,488 50,561 91,338 99,558 | 122,416 | 128,285 | 124,551 | 112,645 | 109,304 | 104,683 | 84,271 | 62,057 | 1,137,158

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year
June Sunday 11 a.m. on weekends Sunday, May 11

128,285 visits 20% of total visitation and weekdays Mother’s Day
6,893 visits

Visitation by Month
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Visitation at Properties Without Counters

Category of Visitor Use Property Total 2025
Low Visitation Cattail Pond 28,432
Low Visitation Harney Lastoka 28,432
Low Visitation Reynolds Ranch 28,432
Low Visitation Sugarloaf Mountain 28,432
Low Visitation Dodd Reservoir 28,432
Low Visitation Beech Shelter 1,574
Medium Visitation Niwot Trails 67,036
High Visitation Regional Trails (LoBo, Coal 314,993
Creek, and Rock Creek Trails)
High Visitation Twin Lakes 121,307

Total All Properties 647,070

In 2012, an observational spot study was completed at Twin Lakes to estimate annual visitation. The
annual visitation at three regional trails was estimated by a 2013 small grant study conducted by Schulte
and Flohr. The annual estimates provided by these studies for Twin Lakes (103,139 visits) and the Coal
Creek, Rock Creek, and LOBO trails (268,000 total visits) have been adjusted to reflect the average
percent change in visitation at properties with counters in the years since the research was conducted.
Visitation at the Beech property is calculated using picnic shelter reservations since the trails are
managed by the City of Boulder.

For the properties where observational or counter data has not been collected, estimates are based on
averages from properties with similar visitation that do have counters (low <50,000 visits, medium
50,000 - 100,000 visits, or high >100,000 visits). Using data from those counters, we estimate the
average visitation for other parks in that visitor-use category and apply that average to each of the parks
in categories that do not have counters.

2025 Visitation Total

Vehicle and Trail Counters 1,137,158
Properties without Counters 647,070
Total Visitation 1,784,228
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Park Visitor Activities

Paid staff and Volunteer Ranger Corps volunteers observed 24,781 visitors on BCPOS lands that were
open to the public in 2025. This table summarizes park visitors’ activities at those areas. These numbers
reflect only the visitors that were seen by staff and volunteers. The data was mostly collected during the
warmer months and often on weekends. See the results of the Five Year Visitor Study for a system-wide
representative sample of visitor activities, demographics, and opinions.

Activity 2025 2024 2023

Biking 19% 18% 22%
Running 7% 8% 8%
Fishing 3% 3% 2%
Wildlife Viewers 2% 2% 1%
Other 2% 1% <1%
Picnicking 1% 2% 1%
Nature Studies 1% 1% <1%
Relaxing/Doing Nothing 1% 1% 1%
Riding a Horse 1% 1% <1%
E-bike <1% <1% <1%
Photography/Art <1% <1% <1%
Climbing <1% <1% <1%
Snowshoeing <1% <1% <1%
Boating <1% <1% <1%
Sightseeing <1% <1% 1%
Skiing <1% <1% <1%

Dog-on-Leash Regulation Compliance

Regulation Compliance 2025 pLopZi} 2023
Leashed Dogs 93% (3,392 dogs) | 95% (2,835 dogs) 96% (3,179 dogs)
Unleashed Dogs 7% (237 dogs) 5% (151 dogs) 4% (141 dogs)
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https://assets.bouldercounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/04/visitor-study-2021.pdf

Anne U. White Trail

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space

in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Dec

970 1,106 3,489 4,207 7,563 8,751 7,476 5,878 3,848 3,003 2,600 1,687 50,578

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year

June Sunday 11 a.m. on weekends Mother’s Day

8,751 visits 25% of total visitation and weekdays Sunday, May 11
874 visits

Visitation by Month
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Bald Mountain Scenic Area

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space

in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Dec

427 595 1,196 956 1,242 1,255 1,351 1,259 1,090 1,273 1,081 956 12,681

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year

Sunday, November 2
132 visits
Boulder 81°F (new all-time
November high record)

July Sunday 11 a.m. on weekends
1,351 visits 25% of total visitation 2 p.m. on weekdays

Visitation by Month
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Betasso Preserve

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space
in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Mar Apr \EW Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
x::&ea 4 L678 1776 3906 4684 6848 6430 6504 | 5919 4950 | 4753 3,947 2425 | 53,820
E‘; ‘T(rm"e 174 202 |82 941 581 |1,059 |952 | 1,007 |910 | 902 |843 | 486 | 8,879
fi‘;t;s” 50 127 | 474 |578 | 848 | 717 524 520 592 698 | 563 | 277 5,968
ig:(mers 97 103|208 |210 |260 | 273 415|207 |209 192 |28 |116 |2,575
Total 1,999 2,208 | 5410 | 6,413 8537 8479 | 8395 7,653 6,661 6,545 5639 | 3,304 | 71,242

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year
May Sunday 11 a.m. on weekends and Sunday, April 27

8,537 visits 22% of total visitation WEELGENS 559 visits

Visitation by Month Visitation by Location
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Boulder Canyon Trail

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space

in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

1,063 1,774 5,043 6,106 8,273 8,783 9,728 8,453 8,438 7,842 5,177 2,791 73,471

Visitation is estimated for the portion of the trail Boulder County manages. The Boulder Canyon Trail connects to the Boulder Creek Path,
managed by the City of Boulder.

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year

July Sunday 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. on weekends Labor Day Weekend

9,728 visits 22% of total visitation 11 a.m. on weekdays Sunday, August 31
563 visits

Visitation by Month
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Caribou Ranch

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space

in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Dec

Seasonal Closure

828 788 647 migratory birds & elk calving/rearing

3,358 2,362 4,488 2,378 828 549 16,226

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year

September Sunday Noon on weekends Saturday, September 27

4,488 visits 24% of total visitation 11 a.m. and noon on weekdays 643 visits

Visitation by Month
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Carolyn Holmberg Preserve at

Rock Creek Farm

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space
in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
x::&ea y 1,309 | 1,626 | 3,123 | 2,918 | 3,423 | 4,259 | 3,398 | 3,362 1,100 2,611 | 2,583 | 1,750 31,462
x:ﬂy Miller | 1 015 | 772 | 1,876 | 2,001 | 2,025 | 1,946 | 2,443 | 2,128 | 2,840 | 2,710 | 2,064 | 1,326 | 23,236
?::i?'eb“rd 778 | 969 | 1,918 | 2,123 | 2,212 | 2,737 | 2,449 | 2,551 | 2,290 | 2,341 | 1,898 | 1,428 | 23,694
t?:kAmma 819 | 1,083 | 1,743 | 1,729 | 1,811 | 1,554 | 1,222 | 1,525 | 1,603 | 1,796 | 1,505 | 1,297 | 17,687
Total 3,921 4,450 8,660 8861 9,471 10,496 9,512 | 9,566 | 7,833 9,457 | 8,050 5,801 | 96,078

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year
June Sunday 10 a.m. on weekends Sunday, June 8

10,496 visits 19% of total visitation 4 p.m. on weekdays 711 visits

Visitation by Month Visitation by Location
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Coalton Trailhead

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space

in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Dec

1,186 1,645 2,807 3,060 3,883 4,231 3,667 3,866 3,368 2,295 3,104 2,007 35,119

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year

June Sunday 10 a.m. on weekends Tuesday, November 11

4,231 visits 21% of total visitation 7 a.m. on weekdays

Veteran’s Day and Aurora
Borealis (Northern Lights) visible
363 visits

Visitation by Month
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Flagg Park

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space

in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Dec

559 813 1,387 1,517 1,814 3,779 4,811 2,538 1,086 2,190 1,193 910 22,596

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year

July Saturday 2 p.m. on weekends Friday, July 4
4,811 visits 20% of total visitation 3 p.m. on weekdays 505 visits

Visitation by Month

6,000
5,000
v 4,000
2
£ 3,000
©
** 2,000
1,000
0
Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec
Visitation by Day of Week Visitation by Hour
12
10
20% P
16% §
00 — 6
5 14% g =
% 1% 1y 13% < .
H* 5 .
S22 22=22=22=222=222
A A A < C <C O 00000 000 0 o
8883888888383 883
Cdﬁédd\'éﬁg\—immvmml\oo
Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun B Weekdays m Weekends

2025 Park Visitation Report



HEURET

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space

in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Mar Apr \EW Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
'll\'/rI:;Ir;1ea , 2185 1415 | 1594 3,695 4302 4369 3595 4039 4001 4331 409 3197 40,819
Antelope
e 529|111 1526 2,188 | 2674 3,095 (2349 | 2,350 | 2490 | 2731 2082 | 1316 | 23,441
Button 1 gc | 44 165 | 164 | 245 245 | 139 | 185 | 142 | 192 | 95 50 1,761
Rock Trail
Total 2,809 | 1,570 | 3,285 | 6,047 | 7,221 | 7,709 | 6,083 | 6,574 | 6,633 | 7,254 | 6,273 | 4,563 | 66,020

Busiest day of week
Sunday
22% of total visitation

Busiest month
June

7,709 visits

Busiest hour of the day
11 a.m. on weekends
and weekdays

Busiest day of the year
Saturday, June 7
552 visits

Visitation by Month
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Heil Valley Ranch

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space
in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
Main and
Corral 2,215 | 1,991 | 3,821 | 4,271 | 5,457 | 6,166 | 4,384 | 4,166 | 4,100 | 4,481 | 3,405 | 2,199 | 46,656
Trailhead
Picture
Rock 858 177 1,399 | 2,136 | 2,537 1,639 |1,792 | 1,893 | 2,037 | 2,096 | 1,857 | 953 19,374
Trailhead
Total 3,073 | 2,168 | 5,220 | 6,407 | 7,994 | 7,805 | 6,176 | 6,059 | 6,137 | 6,577 | 5,262 | 3,152 | 66,030

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year
May Sunday 11 a.m. on weekends Sunday May 4
7,994 visits 21% of total visitation and weekdays 482 visits
Visitation by Month Visitation by Location
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Hessie Trailhead

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space

in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Dec

462 392 513 1,352 2,828 9,005 10,440 | 8,603 7,704 4,801 1,977 556 48,633

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year

July Saturday Noon on weekends Saturday, September 27

10,440 visits 29% of total visitation and weekdays 819 visits

Visitation by Month
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Lagerman Agricultural Preserve

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space
in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Mar Apr \EW Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
'll\'/rI:;Ir;1ead 2,759 | 3,003 | 4,135 | 4,513 | 4,741 | 3,793 | 1,646 | Closed July 14 — December 18 1,322 | 25,912
Open Sky
Loop 709 765 1,798 |1979 |1,927 |1,680 | 1,541 | 1,877 | 1,920 | 1,984 | 1,856 | 1,309 | 19,345

Link Trail | 380 478 923 925 1,007 | 711 588 678 790 1,177 | 1,099 | 765 9,521

Total 3,848 | 4,246 | 6,856 | 7,417 | 7,675 | 6,184 | 3,775 | 2,555 | 2,710 | 3,161 | 2,955 | 3,396 | 54,778

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year
May Sunday 11 a.m. on weekends Sunday, March 9

7,675 visits 20% of total visitation and weekdays 535 visits

Visitation by Month Visitation by Location
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Legion Park

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space

in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Dec

2,394 2,498 3,292 3,333 3,727 3,257 2,996 2,735 2,651 2,867 2,998 2,588 35,336

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year
Veteran’s Day and Aurora

May Wednesday 3 p.m. on weekends Borealis (Northern Lights)
3,727 visits 16% of total visitation Noon on weekdays

Tuesday, November 11
323 visits

Visitation by Month
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Mud Lake

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space

in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Dec
ﬁ:;{;ea 4 1857|1809 2288 2709 4334 7,193 7583 6225 8209 5166 2551 1937 51,861
sherwood | o 15 17 139 | 407 | 543 537 |433 |599 412 232 |61 3,446
Gulch Trails
Total 1,908 | 1,824 | 2,305 2,848 4,741 7,736 8,120 6,658 8,808 5578 2,783 | 1,998 @ 55,307

Busiest day of the year
Saturday, September 27
761 visits

Busiest hour of the day
Noon and 1 p.m. on weekends
11 a.m. on weekdays

Busiest month
September
8,808 visits

Busiest day of week
Sunday
23% of total visitation

Visitation by Location
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Pella Crossing

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space

in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Dec

9,669 10,206 | 15,261 | 15,009 | 16,067 | 14,602 | 14,292 | 14,596 | 15,262 | 16,389 | 14,192 | 12,038 | 167,583

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year

October Sunday 10 a.m. on weekends Sunday, April 6

16,389 visits 17% of total visitation 10 a.m. and 11 a.m. on weekdays 803 visits

Visitation by Month
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Ron Stewart Preserve at Rabbit Mountain

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space
in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Dec

3,579 4,906 7,629 5,971 6,843 5,695 5,068 5,391 5,474 6,250 7,080 6,083 69,969

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year

March Sunday 11 a.m. on weekends Sunday, March 9

7,629 visits 22% of total visitation Noon on weekdays 589 visits

Visitation by Month
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Walden Ponds Wildlife Habitat

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space
in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total
g:’:ﬁﬁg‘;’;w 3,134 | 3434 | 6,676 | 7,622 | 8192 | 6220 | 5343 | 4,964 | 5384 | 5868 | 4596 @ 3,535 @ 64,968
Wally Toevs
Pond 3,435 | 3,658 | 6,484 | 7,061 | 7,740 |5862 | 5179 |5291 |5522 |5585 | 4373 | 3,470 | 63,660
Trailhead
Total 6,569 | 7,092 | 13,160 | 14,683 15,932 12,082 10,522 | 10,255 10,906 11,453 8,969 @ 7,005 | 128,628

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year
May Sunday 10 a.m. and noon on weekends Saturday, May 17
15,932 visits 16% of total visitation Noon on weekdays 859 visits

Visitation by Month Visitation by Location
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Walker Ranch

The minimum estimated visits to Boulder County Parks & Open Space
in 2025 was 1,784,228 visitors.

Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

¥\: :i'ﬁ:aza"‘:h Loop | 4512 | 1,619 | 3,615 | 3,706 | 5,355 | 4,991 | 4,500 4462 | 3,900 3,623 | 2,947 1,819 | 41,749
Ethel Harrold 592 | 355 |930 |980 2,021 |1,962 | 1,886 | 1,404 | 1,166 | 973 |572 |447 | 13,288
Trailhead

s Gl 225 203 422 408 | 766 | 1,126 1,981 | 1,344 | 674 | 540 | 399 | 272 | 8,360
Trailhead

Josie Heath Trail 195 | 103 | 211 |277 |463 |358 |414 |434 | 467 234 | 192 |136 | 3,484
Total 2,224 | 2,280 | 5,178 | 5,371 8,605 8,437 8,781 | 7,644 | 6,207 5371 4,110 2,674 66,881

Busiest month Busiest day of week Busiest hour of the day Busiest day of the year
July Saturday 11 a.m. and noon on weekends Saturday, May 3

8,781 visits 26% of total visitation Noon and 1 p.m. on weekdays 724 visits

Visitation by Month Visitation by Location
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